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Dear Mr MacNiven 

NOTICE UNDER SECTIOM 39A(3) 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

PROPOSAL: West Erregulla 2 Exploration Well 
LOCATION: approximately 50 km south-east of Dongara 
PROPONENT: Warrego Energy Pty Ltd 
DECISION: Mot Assessed: Public Advice Given 

The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) understands that you wish to 
undertake the above proposal which has been referred to the EPA for consideration 
of its potential environmental impact. 

This proposal raises a number of environmental issues. However, the overall 
environmental impact of the proposal is not so significant as to require assessment 
by the EPA, and the subsequent setting of formal conditions by the Minister for 
Environment under Part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. Accordingly, 
the EPA has determined not to assess this proposal. 

Nevertheless, the staff of the Office of the EPA has provided the attached advice to 
you as the proponent, and other relevant authorities, on the environmental aspects 
of the proposal. 

The EPA's decision to not assess the proposal is open to appeal. There is a 14-day 
period, closing 2 February 2015, during which, on payment of the appeal fee, an 
appellant may ask the Minister to consider directing the EPA to reconsider this 
decision or conduct a formal assessment. 

Level 8, The Atrium, 168 SI Georges Terrace, Perth, Western Australia 6000 
Telephone 08 6145 0800 Facsimile 08 6145 0895 Email into@epa.wa.gov.au 

Locked Bag 10, East Perth WA 6892 

www.epa.wa.gov.au 



Information on the outcome of the appeals process is available through the Appeals 
Convenor's website, www.appealsconvenor.wa.qov.au, or by telephoning 6467 5190 
after the closing date of appeals. 

Yours sincerely 

Hans Jacob 
A/Director 
Assessment and Compliance Division 

For the Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority 
Under Notice of Delegation No. 33 dated 6 December 2013 

20 January 2015 

End: Public Advice 
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PUBLIC ADVICE UNDER SECTION 39A(7) 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986 

WEST ERREGULLA-2 EXPLORATION WELL 

Summary 

Warrego Energy Pty Ltd proposes to develop the West Erregulla-2 Exploration Well 
located approximately 50 kilometres south - east of Dongara. The proposal is a 
proof of concept (single well). The exploration targets are at depths of 2,000 metres 
(m) to 5,000m and include geological structures that may yield natural gas. This 
includes the Dongara tight sandstone which is found below 3,900m and is expected 
to require hydraulic fracturing. 

The proposal was advertised for public comment and the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) notes that 37 public comments were received. Key issues raised by 
the public included the following: 

• Contamination of the terrestrial environment and groundwater resources. 

• Clearing of native vegetation. 

• Clearing of habitat for conservation significant fauna species including Carnaby's 
Cockatoo. 

• Objections to hydraulic fracturing. 

The EPA has considered the proposal in accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) and the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Administrative Procedures 2012. In making its decision on whether to 
assess the proposal, the EPA considered the 10 aspects of the significance test as 
set out in clause 7 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Administrative 
Procedures 2012. 

1. Environmental Factors 

The EPA has identified the following preliminary environmental factors relevant to 
this proposal: 

a) Hydrological Processes; and 

b) Terrestrial Environmental Quality. 

2. Advice and Recommendations Regarding Environmental Issues 

The EPA notes that the proponent has identified key management and mitigation 
measures. These include: 

• careful well design that has regard to the required standards and the local 
aquifers during drilling, construction and subsequent operations. 

• isolation of aquifers from other well strata and from the hydraulic fracturing of the 
Dongara Sandstone. 

• testing of the isolation barriers between the various well strata. 

• management and monitoring of surface activities associated with the 
construction and operation of the exploration well to prevent contamination of the 
terrestrial environment. 
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a. Hydrological Processes 

The development of the exploration well has the potential to impact underground 
aquifers. The exploration targets are at depths of 2,000m to 5,000 m. Exploration 
targets proposed to be subject to hydraulic fracturing are in the order of 2,500 m 
below the Yarragadeee aquifer. The proponent has proposed to drill and construct 
the exploration wells according to the statutory requirements of Petroleum and 
Geothermal Energy Resources Act 1967 and its updates. The Department of Mines 
and Petroleum (DMP) administers the requirements of this Act. The proponent is 
required to submit a Petroleum Drilling Application and prepare an Environment Plan 
under the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Resources (Environment) Regulations 
2012. The DMP will consult with the Department of Water to verify the proponent's 
assumptions with regard to aquifers and proposed management and monitoring. 

The EPA considers that potential impacts to Hydrological Processes can managed 
and mitigated to meet the EPA's objectives under the requirements of the Petroleum 
and Geothermal Energy Resources Act 1967 and the Regulations. 

b. Terrestrial Environmental Quality 

The managent and monitoring of surface activities, including the use and storage of 
chemicals and the containment of produced water and recovered hydraulic fracturing 
fluids, to prevent contamination, are also subject to the Environment Plan required 
under the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Resources (Environment) Regulations. 
The EPA considers that potential impacts to Terrestrial Environmental Quality can be 
managed and mitigated to meet the EPA's objectives under the requirements of the 
Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Resources Act 1967 and the Regulations. 

Other Matters 

The EPA notes that the proponent has previously submitted, and following 
determination of appeals, had approved a clearing permit for proposed seismic 
activities. The approved clearing permit includes the clearing of native vegeatation 
associated with the access to and development of, the exploration well. The clearing 
of native vegetation and the associated habitat for fauna have been dealt with 
according to the requirements of Part V (Clearing of Native Vegetation) of the EP Act. 

There were no factors that were determined to be key environmental factors that 
would require formal assessment under Part IV of the EP Act. 

The EPA considers that the proposal is not so significant as to warrant formal 
assessment. The potential impacts on Hydrological Processes and Terrestrial 
Environmental Quality can be managed and mitigated to meet the EPA's objectives 
under the requirements of the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Resources Act 
1967 and the Regulations. 
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