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Dear Mr Neylan 

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 39A(3) 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

PROPOSAL: Fibre Optic Submarine Cable between Port Hedland and 
Darwin (Project Fitzroy) 

PROPONENT: Skiron OPCO Pty Limited 
DECISION: Not Assessed - Public Advice Given 

Thank you for your letter referring the above matter to the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA). 

This proposal raises a number of environmental issues. However, the EPA 
has decided not to subject this proposal to the environmental impact 
assessment process and the subsequent setting of formal conditions by the 
Minister for Environment under Part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986 (EP Act). Nevertheless, the EPA provides the attached advice to you as 
the proponent, and other relevant authorities on the environmental aspects of 
the proposal. 

The EPA's decision to not assess the proposal is open to appeal. There is a 
14-day period, closing 8 September 2014. Information on the appeals process 
is available through the Office of the Appeals Convenor's website, 
www.appealsconvenor.wa.qov.au, or by telephoning 6467 5190. 

Yours sincerely 

Anthony Sutton 
Director 
Assessment and Compliance Division 

25 August 2014 Level 4, The Atrium, 168 St Georges Terrace, Perth, Western Australia 6000 
Telephone 08 6145 0800 Facsimile 08 6145 0895 Emailinfo@epa.wa.gov.au 

Locked Bag 10, East Perth WA 6892 

www.epa.wa.gov.au 

http://www.appealsconvenor.wa.qov.au


PUBLIC ADVICE UNDER SECTION 39A(7) 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986 

FIBRE OPTIC CABLE BETWEEN PORT HEDLAND, WA AND DARWIN, NT 
(PROJECT FITZROY) 

Summary 

SKIRON OPCO Pty Ltd (the proponent) proposes to construct and operate an 
offshore submarine fibre optic cable to service the iron ore and oil and gas industry. 
The fibre optic cable would extend from Darwin, Northern Territory to Port Hedland, 
Western Australia. The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has reviewed and 
considered the potential impacts of the portion of the proposal which coincides with 
State waters and lands. 

The EPA has considered the proposal in accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) and the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Administrative Procedures 2012. In making its decision on whether to 
assess the proposal, the EPA considered the 10 aspects of the significance test as 
set out in clause 7 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Administrative 
Procedures 2012. 

1. Environmental Factors 

The EPA identified the following preliminary environmental factors relevant to this 
proposal: 

a. Benthic Communities and Habitat; 
b. Marine Environmental Quality; and 
c. Marine Fauna. 

There were no factors that were determined to be key environmental factors that 
would require assessment under Part IV of the EP Act. The EPA considers that 
based on the information provided by the proponent in its referral information, it does 
not warrant formal assessment under the EP Act as the proposal is unlikely to have 
a significant effect on the environment. 

2. Advice and Recommendation regarding Environmental Issues. 

The EPA notes that the proposed cable route passes to the eastern side of Scott 
Reef and the proponent has committed to avoiding coastal waters around this reef. 

The EPA also notes that the Department of the Environment (DotE) considers that 
the proposal is not a controlled action if undertaken in a particular manner. The EPA 
acknowledges the DotE recommendations of the manner in which the proposed 
action must be taken by the proponent and to avoid duplication the EPA will not 
discuss these further. To view the DotE notification of referral decision 
EPBC 2014/7223 visit www.environment.gov.au 



a. Benthic communities and habitat 
The proponent has committed to avoiding significant habitat and finalising the 
submarine cable route based on the results of the geophysical and geotechnical 
surveys, together with existing benthic community and habitat mapping previously 
undertaken by BHP in Port Hedland. 

The EPA considers that the proposal implemented consistent with the referral 
documentation is not likely to have a significant impact on the environmental factor of 
benthic communities and habitat. 

b. Marine environmental quality 
The EPA notes that the proposal may have the potential to impact on local marine 
environmental quality from the release of drilling fluid. In accordance with the 
proponent's commitments, the EPA expects that the proponent would use a low 
toxicity fluid and ensure there is adequate dilution to minimise marine environmental 
impacts. 

The EPA considers that the proposal implemented consistent with the referral 
documentation is not likely to have a significant impact on the environmental factor of 
marine environmental quality. 

c. Marine fauna 
In considering the potential impacts to marine fauna the EPA notes that in addition to 
the recommendations from DotE the proponent has committed to the following 
management measures to mitigate the impacts of the proposal to marine fauna: 

• Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) works would be limited to daylight hours 
only during the period from the beginning of March to mid-March to minimise 
disturbance to turtle hatchlings; and 

» to the greatest possible extent, HDD works would occur in depths that avoid 
caprock and thus minimises the potential for vibrations during the period from 
the beginning of March to mid-March. 

The proponent does not consider that light from the proposal would adversely affect 
local turtle populations, however, the EPA recommends that the proponent 
implement best practice lighting methods as outlined in the EPA's Environmental 
Assessment Guideline No. 5 Protecting Marine Turtles from Light Impacts. 

The EPA considers that the proposal implemented consistent with the referral 
documentation is not likely to have a significant impact on the environmental factor of 
marine fauna. 


