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Introduction  
 
Subsea 7 is a world-leading seabed-to-surface engineering, construction and services contractor to the offshore 
energy industry.  Subsea 7 operates throughout the world, delivering high-quality services built on the core 
strengths of engineering, project management, supply chain and vessel management, supported by their 
commitment to invest in people, technology and assets worldwide. 
 
In all their major operating locations, they aim to build local businesses founded on local leadership. Subsea 7 
develops high-quality personnel to deliver responsive support to their clients, contribute to local economies and 
communities and support regional supply chains. Subsea 7 has operated in Australia and New Zealand for the past 
44 years working with all major oil and gas operators and has an office based in Perth with about 90 permanent 
employees. Subsea 7 has been involved in the majority of major oil and gas developments in Australia, including 
the Chevron operated Gorgon Project and Woodside operated Pluto Project. 
 
Subsea 7 can be contacted at:  
 
Subsea 7 Australia Contracting Pty Ltd (Subsea 7) (ABN 005 288 406) 
15-17 William Street 
Perth 
Western Australia 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

  
 

Subsea 7’s proposal will involve the production of pipeline Bundles, used in the development of offshore gas fields, 
which co-locate a number of services within a single pipeline, which is constructed onshore before being launched 
and towed offshore to the field under development.  Bundle technology represents an alternative to the 
conventional development of an offshore gas field.  Subsea 7 currently operates the only other existing Bundle 
site in Wick, Scotland. The facility in Wick has been operational for over 40 years and has built and launched 82 
pipeline bundles.    
 
Numerous alternative sites were assessed for suitability as a Bundle construction and launch site, both within 
Western Australia and globally, with the environmental, planning, social and engineering constraints considered.  
Key physical site requirements include a 10 km long, and relatively flat, onshore area for the Bundle tracks, an 
adjacent medium gradient shore crossing and relatively sheltered nearshore environment.  A number of sites in 
the North West region of Western Australia were considered including existing Strategic Industrial Areas, with two 
short-listed; Anketell Point (Karratha) and Learmonth (Exmouth).  Further and more detailed environmental 
opportunity and constraints analysis, and studies including bathymetry surveys, were undertaken.  These 
indicated that the Anketell site was unsuitable for Bundle fabrication and launch and thus Learmonth was 
determined to be the only feasible site. 
 
Each pipeline bundle takes approximately 6-9 months to build and three (3) days of operations in the Exmouth 
Gulf to launch the bundle. There will be a maximum of three (3) pipeline bundle launches per year which means 
that Subsea 7’s operations in the Exmouth Gulf would be a mximum of nine (9) days per year. Subsea 7 have also 
committed to a four (4) month period from July to October inclusive where pipeline bundles will not be launched 
to protect migrating whales and claves present in the Gulf.  
 
Subsea 7’s proposal has been subject to the highest level of environmental assessment, a Public Environment 
Review (PER) which has already been submitted. Detailed environmental studies, visual impact assessments, 
economic and social impacts are detailed at length in this document and will not be restated in this submission. 
The PER is the culmination of more than three years work and scientific research as well as creation of 
management plans to manage any risk related to operation of the facility.  
 
This submission highlights the values of the Exmouth Gulf and the way in which the Subsea 7 proposal upholds 
these values.  
 
Exmouth Values – Social & Economic  
 
Subsea 7 have worked extensively with various stakeholders for several years to ensure that the proposal supports 
the local Exmouth community and vision for the future . The mission statement in the Exmouth Strategic 
Community Plan 2030 is: 
 

To be a prosperous and sustainable 
community living in harmony with our 

natural environment.” 
 

Further, the Exmouth Shire has identified their top three priorities as follows: 
• A stronger more diverse local economy that can provide yearlong employment opportunities for our 

community. 
• A community that is renowned for its stewardship of our environment and heritage. 
• A well-managed tourism industry that has extended the peak season to include alternative ecotourism 

and other visitation activities. 
 
Subsea 7 are strongly supported by the Exmouth Shire as the Learmonth Fabrication Facility supports their 
objectives. The Facility will provide yearlong employment for up to 70-120 people, depending on the length and 
complexity of the pipeline bundle. Workforce modelling performed indicates that from the commencement of 



 

 
 
 

 

  
 

operations at the facility, local Gascoyne residents will fill approximately 70% of the available positions. An 
economic impact assessment performed by Acil Allen demonstrates that the development will contribute $45.1 
million per annum to the State’s economy. Further details of this assessment are provided in the PER. 
 
The Subsea 7 proposal encompasses the Shire’s vision for environmental stewardship which is demonstrated by 
the detailed management plans submitted with the PER. No other industry operating in the area have adopted 
such robust and detailed plans for environmental management and risk mitigation. These plans are all provided 
in the PER.  
 
The Facility will also work in harmony with the tourism industry as demonstrated at Subsea 7’s facility in Wick, 
which has existed harmoniously with the local tourism industry for over 40 years. The four month no launch and 
tow operations during the peak of the whale migration season and avoidance of the annual the Gamex Fishing 
competition supports the tourism industry by ensuring there are no Subsea 7 engaged tugs in the Gulf while 
tourism operators are whale watching.  
 
Most of the local community supports the notion that the Exmouth economy cannot grow on tourism alone, and 
an exponential growth of the tourism industry will compromise the environment in the area.  
 
Cultural Values 
 
Subsea 7 have worked extensively with the Traditional Land Owners for over three (3) years. During this time, two 
heritage surveys have been performed and we have gained a greater understanding of how the traditional owners 
used the area. No sites of cultural significance have been found in the development envelope.  
 
Subsea 7 will uphold the cultural values of the area in the following ways as discussed with the traditional owners: 
 

• No Impact to "Dinner-Time Tree" - location for site based cultural awareness training. 
• Cultural awareness training as part of Learmonth Fabrication Facility induction.  
• Indigenous Naming rights and branding at the facility. 
• Monitoring - Subsea 7 will provide and maintain monitors during the construction phase of the Project to 

monitor land clearing activities. 
• Working Group initiative – traditional shelters will be constructed along the facility for rest breaks. These 

will be constructed using traditional methods.  
• Subsea 7 will use reasonable endeavors to ensure that the Earthworks and clearing stages of the Project 

do no impact upon the Dinner-Time Tree and minimise "flattening" of natural rises and filling of valleys 
within the Site where reasonably possible. 

 
Conclusion 
 
The PER submitted is the culmination of more than 3 years work in the Exmouth Gulf. The PER contemplates the 
cumulative impacts of the proposal and strategies to manage these. In conclusion, the proposal supports the vision 
the local Exmouth community and is an environmentally sound project as demonstrated in the PER. 
 
 




