
 

 Prime House, 8 Davidson Terrace Joondalup, Western Australia 6027. 
Postal Address: Locked Bag 10, Joondalup DC, Western Australia 6919. 

 
Telephone: (08) 6364 7000  |  Facsimile: (08) 6364 7001  |  Email: info.epa@dwer.wa.gov.au 

 

Environmental Protection Authority 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr Dean Unsworth 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Murray 
PO Box 21 
PINJARRA  WA  6208 

Our Ref: CMS 18227 

Enquiries: Maddison Howard, 6364 6424 

Email: Maddison.Howardi@dwer.wa.gov.au  

 
 
 
Dear Mr Unsworth 
 
 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
 
SCHEME Local Planning Scheme 4 Amendment 318 
LOCATION Land generally bound by Pinjarra Road, Tonkin 

Drive, Walter Road, North Yunderup Road and 
Towera Road, North Yunderup 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY Shire of Murray 
DECISION Referral Examined, Preliminary Investigations 

and Inquiries Conducted. Scheme Amendment 
Not to be Assessed Under Part IV of the EP Act.   
Advice Given. (Not Appealable) 

 
Thank you for referring the above scheme to the Environmental Protection Authority 
(EPA).  
 
After consideration of the information provided by you, the EPA considers that the 
proposed scheme should not be assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) but nevertheless provides the attached 
advice and recommendations.  I have also attached a copy of the Chair’s 
determination of the scheme. 
 
Please note the following:  

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme is defined as an assessed 
scheme.  In relation to the implementation of the scheme, please note the 
requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the EP Act.  

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA’s decision to not assess the 
scheme.  
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A copy of the Chair’s determination, this letter and the attached advice and 
recommendations will be made available to the public via the EPA website.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Hans Jacob 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority 
A/Director 
EPA Services 
 
29 July 2022 
 
Encl. Chair’s Determination 
 Scheme Advice and Recommendations 
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ADVICE UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986    

 

Shire of Murray Local Planning Scheme 4 Amendment 318 

Location: Various Lots on Pinjarra Road, Tonkin Drive, Walter Road, North Yunderup 

Road, & Towera Road, North Yunderup 

Determination: Scheme Not Assessed – Advice Given (not appealable) 

Determination Published: 1 August 2022 

Summary 

Amendment 318 proposes to rezone approximately 30 hectares (ha) of land at Pinjarra Road, 
Tonkin Drive, Walter Road, North Yunderup Road and Towera Road, North Yunderup to the 
‘Special Development’ zone under the Shire of Murray Local Planning Scheme (LPS). The 
amendment also proposes to insert provisions for structure plans and development 
contributions to apply across the entire amendment area (totalling approximately 90 ha) at 
Schedule 7 of the scheme text. 
 
The proposed amendment is to facilitate future subdivision and residential development, and 
to ensure the LPS is consistent with recent rezoning amendments to the Peel Region Scheme 
(PRS). It is noted that the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has previously considered 
the amendment area as part of a formal assessment for PRS Amendment 017/57 and 
provided advice in EPA Report 1391. The amendment area is currently zoned ‘Urban’ under 
the PRS. 
 
The EPA has considered the scheme amendment in accordance with the requirements of the 
EP Act. The EPA considers that the scheme amendment is unlikely to have a significant effect 
on the environment and does not warrant formal assessment under Part IV of the EP Act. The 
EPA has based its decision on the documentation provided by the Shire of Murray for this 
amendment. Having considered this matter, the following advice is provided. 
 
Environmental Factors 
 
The EPA has identified the following preliminary environmental factors relevant to this scheme 
amendment: 
 

• Flora and Vegetation 

• Terrestrial Fauna 

• Inland Waters 

• Social Surroundings 
 

Advice and Recommendations regarding the Environmental Factors 
 
Flora and Vegetation and Terrestrial Fauna  
The amendment area is largely cleared of understorey and contains patchy remnant 
vegetation and scattered mature trees. The remnant vegetation is mapped ‘Bassendean 
Complex – central and south’ woodland of Eucalyptus marginata (Jarrah) - Allocasuarina 
fraseriana (Sheoak) - Banksia species to low woodland of Melaleuca species, and sedgelands. 
The EPA notes that mapped occurrences of the Banksia Woodlands of the Swan Coastal 
Plain ecological community (state-listed priority 3, endangered under the Environment 
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Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)) are located to the east, north 
and south of the amendment area, and that these occurrences also correlate with Carnaby’s 
Cockatoo (endangered under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and EPBC Act) habitat 
mapping. 
 
Accordingly, future development of the amendment area may result in the clearing of remnant 
vegetation and may impact potential threatened fauna habitat.  
 
The EPA notes that the existing scheme provisions within LPS 4 will assist in the mitigation of 
potential impacts to Flora and Vegetation and Terrestrial Fauna values, including through the 
sensitive siting of building envelopes and requirements for future Outline Development Plans 
to include vegetation retention areas. 
 
To further mitigate clearing for future development and modification of vegetation associated 
with potential bushfire management requirements, the EPA recommends that vegetation and 
fauna surveys are undertaken to inform future planning process and the appropriate retention 
of these values. The Shire may consider modifying existing or proposed scheme text to this 
effect, to ensure that Flora and Vegetation and Terrestrial Fauna values are considered as 
part of future development. 
 
Inland Waters 
 
A Multiple Use Wetland (basin) covers most of the proposed amendment area (UFI 14582) 
and a Resource Enhancement Wetland (basin/sumpland) occurs over the eastern portion of 
the amendment area (UFI 14376). Several mapped Conservation Category Wetlands (basins) 
also occur in the immediate surrounding area (UFIs 15479, 3847, 14593, 14600), including 
Wilgie Creek which acts as an overflow for the Murray River during high rainfall events and 
drains to the Peel-Harvey Estuary.  
 
The amendment area is located within the 1 in 100-year Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) 
flood fringe area for the Murray and Serpentine Rivers which feed into the Peel Inlet-Harvey 
Estuary and is within the Environmental Protection (Peel Inlet-Harvey Estuary) Policy 1992 
application area. The amendment area is also mapped as having a ‘high to moderate’ risk of 
acid sulfate soils (ASS). 
 
Future development associated with the amendment has the potential to impact hydrology, 
groundwater and surface water quality, disturb acidic soils, and facilitate inappropriate 
discharge of waste to waterways.  
 
The EPA notes that the existing scheme provisions within LPS 4 will assist in the mitigation of 
potential impacts to Inland Waters values, including through the siting of building envelopes 
and disposal facilities, and requiring consideration of the Environmental Protection (Peel-
Harvey Estuarine System) Policy 1992. 
 
The EPA also notes that EPA Report 1391 accounts for the preparation of a Wetland 
Management Plan, ASS and Dewatering Management Plan, and Local Water Management 
Strategy to support the protection of Inland Waters values within the amendment area and to 
inform future residential development. It is also noted that wetland values appear to extend 
beyond the mapped extend of the Resource Enhancement Wetland (REW).   
 
As such, the EPA recommends that future development of the amendment area is supported 
and guided by the above plans and strategies. In addition, the EPA recommends that an 
assessment of the REW boundary is undertaken prior to structure planning. Plans and 
strategies should be prepared in consultation with the Departments of Water and 
Environmental Regulation, and Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions, where relevant.   
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Social Surroundings 
The amendment area contains a lodged Aboriginal site identified as ‘Yunderup North’ (ID: 
3281) for ‘Artefacts/Scatter, Camp, Other’. Implementation of the scheme amendment may 
disturb or prevent access to the site by providing for future residential development. 
 
The EPA recommends appropriate consultation and investigation be undertaken prior to 
structure planning to address potential impacts Aboriginal heritage values. Such proposals 
should also be considered in accordance with the requirements of the Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Act 2021 and the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (transitional period).  
 
Conclusion 
 
The EPA concludes the scheme amendment can be managed to meet the EPA's 
environmental objectives for the above factors through existing scheme provisions and future 
planning processes. The EPA recommends its advice is implemented to further mitigate 
potential impacts to the above factors. 
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