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Dear Ms Addison-Brown 
 
 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
 
SCHEME Shire of Augusta Margaret River Local Planning 

Scheme 1 Amendment 72 
LOCATION Lot 102 Moodjar Court, Karridale 
RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY Shire of Augusta Margaret River 
DECISION Referral Examined, Preliminary Investigations 

and Inquiries Conducted. Scheme Amendment 
Not to be Assessed Under Part IV of the EP Act.   
Advice Given.  (Not Appealable) 

 
Thank you for referring the above scheme to the Environmental Protection Authority 
(EPA).  
 
After consideration of the information provided by you, the EPA considers that the 
proposed scheme should not be assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) but nevertheless provides the attached 
advice and recommendations. I have also attached a copy of the Chair’s determination 
of the scheme. 
 
Please note the following:  

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme is defined as an assessed 
scheme.  In relation to the implementation of the scheme, please note the 
requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the EP Act.  

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA’s decision to not assess the 
scheme.  
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A copy of the Chair’s determination, this letter and the attached advice and 
recommendations will be made available to the public via the EPA website.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Dr Shaun Meredith 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority 
Executive Director 
EPA Services 
 
18 April 2022 
 
Encl. Chair’s Determination 
 Scheme Advice and Recommendations 
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ADVICE UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986    

 

Shire of Augusta Margaret River Local Planning Scheme 1 Amendment 72 

Location: Lot 102 Moodjar Court, Karridale 

Determination: Scheme Not Assessed – Advice Given (not appealable) 

Determination Published: 19 April 2022 

Summary 

The Shire of Augusta Margaret River (the Shire) Local Planning Scheme (LPS) 1 Amendment 
72 (Amendment 72) proposes to rezone Lot 102 Moodjar Court, Karridale from ‘Priority 
Agriculture’ to ‘Future Development’ to facilitate residential subdivision and development of 
the site. Additional scheme text provisions are also provided which set out future structure 
planning requirements for the site. 
 
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has considered the scheme amendment in 
accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). The 
EPA considers that the scheme amendment is unlikely to have a significant effect on the 
environment and does not warrant formal assessment under Part IV of the EP Act. The EPA 
has based its decision on the original referral documentation and additional requested 
information provided by the Shire for this amendment. Having considered this matter, the 
following advice is provided. 
 
Environmental Factors 
 
Having regard to the EPA’s Statement of Environmental Principles, Factors and Objectives, 
the EPA has identified the following preliminary environmental factors relevant to this scheme 
amendment: 
 

• Flora and Vegetation 

• Terrestrial Fauna 
 

Advice and Recommendations regarding the Environmental Factors 
 
The subject lot is largely cleared, containing scattered mature trees and patches of native 
vegetation amounting to approximately 1.3 hectares (ha). The vegetation is concentrated in 
the southwest portion of the lot and along the degraded drainage line.  
 
The EPA notes that the Fauna Assessment (G. Harewood 2021) identified 71 marri and karri 
trees with diameters greater than 500mm at the proposal site. The trees may provide habitat 
for threatened species of black cockatoo. It is noted that the patch of trees located in the 
southwest portion of the lot are mapped habitat for the Carnaby’s Cockatoo (endangered 
under State and Commonwealth legislation). 
 
A subdivision concept plan has been provided with the referral documentation, which includes 
proposed lot boundaries and sizes for future development at the proposal site. The concept 
plan also identifies three ‘Public Open Space’ (POS) lots, which are generally sited over the 
potential habitat trees within the proposal area. Whilst it is noted that the intent of the concept 
plan is to retain almost all existing vegetation within the proposal area and to rehabilitate within 
the POS lots, the concept plan is not part of the scheme amendment as initiated.  
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The EPA notes that the amendment does not currently contain any scheme provisions to retain 
potential black cockatoo habitat at the proposal site. Accordingly, the EPA recommends the 
proposed ‘SPA 37’ scheme text at Schedule 11 be modified to reflect the Shire’s intent to 
maximise retention of black cockatoo habitat across the proposal area, in addition to retaining 
remnant vegetation. The retained habitat areas should not be compromised by future 
development or associated fire management requirements. 
 
It is also noted that the intended ownership and management of the proposed POS lots in the 
southwestern portion of the proposal area is currently undetermined. The referred Council 
Minutes stated that one of the ‘aspects requiring further consideration after consultation’ was 
‘the inclusion of the area of POS adjacent to Lots 1 and 2 such that it forms part of the lots, 
reducing the Shire’s management responsibilities and avoiding battleaxe lots’. 
 
The EPA recommends that the identified POS area adjacent to Lots 1 and 2, are not included 
within the areas of Lots 1 and 2 to be managed privately. Management of the proposed POS 
areas within the proposed amendment should be placed with one responsible body. 

Conclusion 
 
The EPA concludes the scheme amendment can be managed to meet the EPA's 
environmental objectives through existing planning controls. The EPA recommends its advice 
is implemented to mitigate potential impacts to the above environmental factors, in particular 
the recommended modifications to the scheme text. 
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