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Dear Ms Selvey 
 
 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
 
SCHEME Shire of Carnarvon Local Planning Scheme 13 

Amendment 2 
LOCATION Portion of Lot 626, Lot 1044 and Lot 1198 

Binning Road, Babbage Island Carnarvon 
RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY Shire of Carnarvon 
DECISION Referral Examined, Preliminary Investigations 

and Inquiries Conducted. Scheme Amendment 
Not to be Assessed Under Part IV of the EP Act.   
Advice Given. (Not Appealable) 

 
Thank you for referring the above scheme to the Environmental Protection Authority 
(EPA).  
 
After consideration of the information provided by you, the EPA considers that the 
proposed scheme should not be assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) but nevertheless provides the attached 
advice and recommendations.  I have also attached a copy of the Chair’s 
determination of the scheme. 
 
Please note the following:  

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme is defined as an assessed 
scheme.  In relation to the implementation of the scheme, please note the 
requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the EP Act.  

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA’s decision to not assess the 
scheme.  
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A copy of the Chair’s determination, this letter and the attached advice and 
recommendations will be made available to the public via the EPA website.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Dr Shaun Meredith 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority 
Executive Director 
EPA Services 
 
20 December 2021 
 
Encl. Chair’s Determination 
 Scheme Advice and Recommendations 
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ADVICE UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986 

 
 

Shire of Carnarvon Local Planning Scheme 13 Amendment 2 

Location: Portion of Lot 626, Lot 1044 and Lot 1198 Binning Road, Babbage Island 

Carnarvon 

Determination: Scheme Not Assessed – Advice Given (Not Appealable) 

Determination Published: 20 December2021 

Summary 

The scheme amendment proposes to rezone a portion of Lot 626 Binning Road, 
Babbage Island from ‘Special Use (SU2)’ (primary production) to ‘Tourism’ and 
reserve a portion of Lot 626 and all of Lot 1044 and Lot 1198 Binning Road, Babbage 
Island as ‘Foreshore Reserve’. 
 
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has considered the scheme 
amendment in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986 (EP Act). The EPA considers that the scheme amendment, as set out, is unlikely 
to have a significant effect on the environment and does not warrant formal 
assessment under Part IV of the EP Act. The EPA has based its decision on the 
scheme amendment documentation provided by the Shire of Carnarvon, and having 
considered this matter, the following advice is provided.  
 
Environmental Factors 

 
The EPA has identified the following preliminary environmental factor relevant to this 
scheme: 
 

• Flora and Vegetation 

• Terrestrial Fauna 

• Terrestrial Environmental Quality 

• Inland Waters 

• Marine Environmental Quality 

• Coastal Processes 

• Marine Fauna 
 
Advice and Recommendations regarding Environmental Factors 
 
The EPA notes that the previous use of the site as a fish and prawn processing facility 
is no longer in existence and this amendment proposes to facilitate the development 
of a caravan park and camping grounds over six stages which covers approximately 
27.18 hectares (ha). An approximate area of 8088m² on the northwest of the site is 
proposed to be reserved as ‘Foreshore Reserve’.  
 
The EPA supports the Local Development Plan (LDP) to guide future development 
and notes it is recognised as an existing area within the Babbage and Whitlock Island 
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Structure Plan (BWISP) 2014. The EPA acknowledges that the intent of the BWISP is 
for a range of precincts that guide land use and development across the islands over 
time in an eco-friendly manner. 

The EPA expects future proposals likely to lead to significant environmental impacts 
are referred to the EPA pursuant to Part IV of the EP Act. The requirements of Part V 
of the EP Act for clearing permit assessments should also be considered for future 
development proposals. 
 
Flora and Vegetation and Terrestrial Fauna 
 
EPA notes that the 2021 Flora and Fauna Significance Assessment (Ecosystem 
Solutions) did not locate any threatened flora, fauna or threatened ecological 
communities but recommended a clearing permit may still be required.  
 
The EPA supports the proposed reservation of the northwest of the site as ‘Foreshore 
Reserve’. 
 
Terrestrial Environmental Quality  
 
The EPA supports the reservation of Lot 1044 as a foreshore reserve, particularly as 
the site is potentially contaminated warranting further investigation given historical land 
uses. Any future development would need to be considered against the requirements 
of the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 and any potential remediation requirements. 
 
Inland Waters, Marine Environmental Quality, Coastal Processes and Marine 
Fauna 
 
Development has the potential to impact on the existing hydrological regimes and/or 
water quality and quantity including the marine environment, due to the possibility of 
nutrient runoff from nutrient application associated with landscaping and stormwater 
management, and hydrocarbon runoff from vehicles. 
 

The EPA notes that the surrounding marine environment may provide suitable habitat 
for the Dugong which is listed as protected under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Act 1999 and listed as ‘other protected fauna’ under the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016. 
 
Drainage and Nutrient Management Plans are recommended to be prepared as part 
of future development requirements to minimise nutrients entering marine waters.  
 
The EPA supports the recommendation in the Coastal Hazard Review (Seashore 
Engineering 2021) for a revised coastal hazard assessment of the site and a Coastal 
Hazard Risk Management Adaption Plan consistent with State Planning Policy 2.6 
Coastal Planning prior to any development to address coastal separation and manage 
wastewater disposal, waste management and to prevent or ameliorate adverse 
impacts on water quality. State Planning Policy 2.9 Water Resources should also be 
considered. Additional foreshore reservation may be required based on any revised 
coastal assessment. 
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Conclusion 
 
The EPA concludes that the amendment can be managed to meet the EPA’s 
environmental objectives through existing scheme provisions and planning controls. 
In addition, future planning processes and management measures should also 
manage potential impacts.  The EPA recommends its advice is implemented to 
mitigate potential impacts to the above environmental factors. 
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