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Dear Mr Schonfeldt 
 
 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
 
SCHEME Shire of Dardanup Local Planning Scheme 1 

Amendment 203 
LOCATION Lot 103 Harris Road and part Lot 436 (No. 96) 

Martin Pelusey Road and Lot 110 Harris Road, 
Picton. 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY Shire of Dardanup 
DECISION Referral Examined, Preliminary Investigations 

and Inquiries Conducted. Scheme Amendment 
Not to be Assessed Under Part IV of the EP Act.   
Advice Given. (Not Appealable) 

 
Thank you for referring the above scheme to the Environmental Protection Authority 
(EPA).  
 
After consideration of the information provided by you, the EPA considers that the 
proposed scheme should not be assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) but nevertheless provides the attached 
advice and recommendations.  I have also attached a copy of the Chair’s 
determination of the scheme. 
 
Please note the following:  

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme is defined as an assessed 
scheme.  In relation to the implementation of the scheme, please note the 
requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the EP Act.  

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA’s decision to not assess the 
scheme.  
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A copy of the Chair’s determination, this letter and the attached advice and 
recommendations will be made available to the public via the EPA website.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Dr Shaun Meredith 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority 
Executive Director 
EPA Services 
 
20 December 2021 
 
Encl. Chair’s Determination 
 Scheme Advice and Recommendations 



Page 1 of 3 

 
ADVICE UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986 
 

Shire of Dardanup Local Planning Scheme 3 Amendment 203 

Location:  Lot 103 Harris Road and part Lot 436 (No. 96) 
Martin Pelusey Road and Lot 110 Harris Road Picton. 

Determination:  Scheme Not Assessed – Advice Given (not appealable) 

Determination Published:  20 December 2021 

 
Summary 
The Shire of Dardanup has initiated Amendment 203 to rezone:  

• part Lot 103 Harris Road and part Lot 436 (No. 96) Martin Pelusey Road from 'General 
Farming' to 'Development' zone;   

• Lot 110 Harris Road from 'Restricted Use' for 'Timber Sales and Storage' to 
'Development' zone; and,  

• amend 'Appendix 5 - Restricted Use Zones' to delete Restricted Use 10.   
  
The amendment area is in the southern precinct of the Preston Industrial Park (PIP) and 
covers 73 hectares (ha). The amendment will facilitate future industrial development within the 
PIP. 
 
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has considered the scheme amendment in 
accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). The 
EPA considers the scheme amendment is unlikely to have a significant effect on the 
environment and does not warrant formal assessment under Part IV of the EP Act. The EPA 
has based its decision on the scheme amendment documentation provided by the Shire.  
Having considered this matter the following advice is provided. 
 
Environmental Factors 
The EPA has identified the following preliminary environmental factors relevant to this 

scheme amendment: 

• Terrestrial Fauna. 

• Flora and Vegetation. 

• Inland Waters. 
 
Advice and Recommendations regarding Environmental Factors 
In 2008 the EPA released its Section 16(e) Advice on areas of conservation significance in 
the Preston Industrial Park. The amendment area is part of Investigation Area 6 but does not 
contain any areas recommended for retention.   
 
Terrestrial Fauna; Flora and Vegetation  
The amendment area contains approximately 14 hectares of remnant native vegetation, 
including Melaleuca woodland/shrublands and JMA parkland - woodland of open jarrah, marri 
and peppermint. The vegetation is mapped as Completely Degraded.   
 
The vegetation is potential habitat for conservation significant fauna listed under both 
the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) and the Environment Protection and 
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Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), including species of black cockatoo and the 
Critically Endangered Western ringtail possum (WRP).  

  
A Fauna Assessment (Harewood 2009) identified three WRP dreys and a small number of 
scats within the amendment area, likely to be associated with transient individuals temporarily 
residing in the area rather than a viable population. Subsequent environmental reviews did 
not identify any new environmental or additional habitat values.  
 
The habitat value for WRP is considered low due to lack of canopy connectively, and the 
likelihood of WRP individuals being displaced is also considered low.  
 
The amendment area is within the Precinct 2A PIP (Southern Precinct) Local Structure Plan 
(Precinct 2A LSP) area. It is noted the Precinct 2A LSP has been approved by the Department 
of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) prior to the scheme amendment being finalised. 
Threatened fauna habitat including habitat trees for black cockatoos and WRP should be 
prioritised for retention and development should be located within existing cleared land where 
possible. The LSP proposes to retain 3.9 hectares of WRP and black cockatoo habitat in public 
open space.  Consistent with the LSP and supporting documentation, the EPA supports the 
proposed retention of this habitat and revegetation within the LSP area. The EPA recommends 
a fauna management plan is prepared prior to development, including protocols for managing 
clearing works to avoid impacts on threatened fauna. 
 
The EPA expects that any future development and planning processes consider the 
Commonwealth recovery plans for black cockatoos and WRP where applicable. The EPA also 
expects that any proposal with the potential to have a significant impact on threatened fauna 
would be referred under Section 38 of the EP Act. 
 
Any potential impacts to threatened fauna as a result of any proposed development may also 
require referral to the Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 
under the EPBC Act due to impacts to black cockatoo and WRP habitat. 
 
Any activity that results in the taking/disturbance of a threatened species requires an 
authorisation to take or disturb under section 40 of the BC Act. 
 
Inland Waters 
The amendment area is within the Leschenault estuary catchment and there is a high 
groundwater table across the amendment area. Future development has the potential to 
impact groundwater and surface water hydrology, quantity and quality through:  
 

• stormwater runoff and disposal from impervious surfaces (buildings and carparks), 
• hydrocarbon runoff from vehicles, 
• use of fill to achieve appropriate separation between the development and the 

groundwater table, and 
• on site effluent disposal. 
 

Future water management planning for the site should aim to maintain or improve 
predevelopment surface water and groundwater quality and maintain predevelopment flows. 
Future development within the amendment area should have regard for the Leschenault 
Estuary Water Quality Improvement Plan (Department of Water 2012) and DWER Quality 
Protection Note 25. 
 
As the site is located outside of the Water Corporation’s reticulated wastewater network and 
unable to connect to deep sewerage, future development will require onsite effluent disposal. 
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In considering future development applications, the Shire will need to consider whether the 
design of on-site sewerage system is in accordance with scheme requirements and the 
requirements of the Government Sewerage Policy 2019 (GSP) including separation from 
water resources and groundwater. The EPA notes that the amendment area is located within 
a sewerage sensitive area as it is within an estuary catchment, and secondary treatment units 
will be required. 
 
It should be noted that the GSP will be superseded by State Planning Policy 2.9 Planning for 
Water (SPP 2.9) once in effect. Consultation regarding onsite effluent disposal should occur 
with relevant agencies including Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, 
Department of Health and DPLH.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The EPA concludes that the amendment can be managed to meet the EPA's environmental 
objectives through existing planning controls. In addition, future planning processes and 
adherence to the Government Sewerage Policy 2019 will also manage potential impacts. The 
EPA recommends its advice is implemented to mitigate potential impacts to Flora and 
Vegetation, Terrestrial Fauna and Inland Waters.  
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