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Dear Mr Keefe 
 
 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
 
SCHEME Shire of Northampton Local Planning Scheme 

10 Amendment 7 
LOCATION Various lots, Horrocks 
RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY Shire of Northampton 
DECISION Referral Examined, Preliminary Investigations 

and Inquiries Conducted. Scheme Amendment 
Not to be Assessed Under Part IV of the EP Act.   
Advice Given. (Not Appealable) 

 
Thank you for referring the above scheme to the Environmental Protection Authority 
(EPA).  
 
After consideration of the information provided by you, the EPA considers the 
proposed scheme should not be assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) but nevertheless provides the attached 
advice and recommendations.  I have also attached a copy of the Chair’s 
determination of the scheme. 
 
Please note the following:  

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme is defined as an assessed 
scheme.  In relation to the implementation of the scheme, please note the 
requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the EP Act.  

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA’s decision to not assess the 
scheme.  
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A copy of the Chair’s determination, this letter and the attached advice and 
recommendations will be made available to the public via the EPA website.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Anthony Sutton  
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority 
Executive Director 
EPA Services 
 
14 September 2021 
 
Encl. Chair’s Determination 
 Scheme Advice and Recommendations 
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ADVICE UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986 

 
 

Shire of Northampton Local Planning Scheme 10 Amendment 7 

Location: Various lots, Horrocks 

Determination: Scheme Not Assessed – Advice Given (not appealable) 

Determination Published: 13 September 2021 

Summary 

The scheme amendment proposes to rezone whole of Lot 115 White Cliffs Road and portion 
of Lot 116 to Residential; portions of Lot 110 to Rural- Residential and Special Use; and lastly, 
include a portion of Lot 116 in Special Control Area 1 (Coastal planning and management).  
 
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has considered the scheme amendment in 
accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). The 
EPA considers that the scheme amendment, as set out, is unlikely to have a significant effect 
on the environment and does not warrant formal assessment under Part IV of the EP Act. The 
EPA has based its decision on the scheme amendment documentation provided by the Shire 
of Northampton, and having considered this matter, the following advice is provided.  

Environmental Factors 
 

The EPA has identified the following preliminary environmental factors relevant to this scheme: 
 

• Flora and Vegetation; 

• Terrestrial Fauna; 

• Coastal Processes; and  

• Social Surroundings 
 

Advice and Recommendations regarding Environmental Factors 

 
Flora and Vegetation and Terrestrial Fauna 
 
The amendment area contains poorly represented remnant vegetation, mapped as 
‘Vegetation Association 359 Shrublands; Acacia and Banksia scrub’ with only 24 per cent of 
its original extent remaining. Future development associated with the amendment, particularly 
residential and rural residential, has the potential to impact vegetation and fauna habitat 
through clearing. 
 
Given the importance of these environmental values, it is recommended that the future stages 
of planning undertaken by the Western Australian Planning Commission and the Shire, 
consideration should still be given to retention of vegetation, in particular black cockatoo 
foraging habitat. In particular, this should focus on retention of the Banksia woodlands within 
north-eastern portion of Lot 110; this may be achieved by designating a minimum 4 hectare 
(ha) lot size over this area and strategically locating building envelopes. 
 
The EPA expects that consultation regarding the protection of vegetation and habitat will be 
undertaken with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) as part 
of future planning processes. 
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The EPA supports the scheme text modifications by the Shire, proposing the preparation of a 
future local development plan, to address and identify the retention and management of 
environmental values. The EPA considers the final scheme amendment mechanism should 
be developed in consultation with DBCA and the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage. 
 
Coastal Processes and Social Surroundings 
 
The EPA notes that Lots 116 and 500 contain a mobile sand dune. This may cause amenity 
issues if future development is in close proximity (including future rural residential 
development) due to the coastal processes of dune sand movement. This will need to be 
considered through future development proposals, along with the management of the dune. 
The existing scheme provisions within SCA 1 ‘Coastal Planning and Management’ may assist 
in addressing this matter; expanding SCA1 to cover the greater surrounding area may be 
appropriate in this context. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The EPA concludes that the amendment can be managed to meet the EPA’s environmental 
objectives through through scheme provisions. In addition, future planning processes and 
management measures will also manage potential impacts.  The EPA recommends its advice 
is implemented to mitigate potential impacts to the above environmental factors. 
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