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Sir/Madam 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

SCHEME AMENDMENT TITLE: 

LOCATION: 
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RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY: 
DECISION: 

Shire of Chittering TPS 6 Amendment 52 to 
Rezone from Agriculture Resource to 
Industrial Development Zone, portion of 
Lot ft/1313 
Great Northern Highway, Muchea 
Shire of Chittering 
Scheme Amendment Not Assessed - Advice 
Given (no appeals) 

Thank you for referring the above scheme amendment to the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA). 

After consideration of the information provided by you, the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) considers that the proposed scheme amendment should not be 
assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP 
Act) but nevertheless provides the following advice and recommendations. 

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Environmental Issues 

» Flora and Vegetation 
• Terrestrial Fauna 
• Inland Waters Environmental Quality 
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2. Advice and recommendations regarding Environmental Issues 

Flora and Vegetation 

The vegetation on the site is assessed as ranging in condition from Completely 
Degraded to Good. The two vegetation complexes mapped within the amendment 
area are the Coonambidgge and Yanga complexes. 

Whilst 45% of the Coonambidgee complex remains, only 9% is in secure 
conservation reserves. In addition, it includes a community which has been inferred 
to be FCT21c Low-lying Banksia attenuata woodlands or shrublands, a Priority 
Ecological Community in Good condition and the most species rich community in the 
amendment area. The EPA also notes that the vegetation is within an Indicative 
High Conservation Area in the Shire's Local Biodiversity Strategy. 

The Yanga complex has only 17.5% of its original extent remaining and only 2.9% in 
secure reserves. It is therefore considered at risk and under-protected. 

In view of the above, the EPA recommends that Structure Planning for the 
amendment area increase the area of the ecological corridor from that proposed in 
the Concept Plan to protect the Yanga complex and good condition vegetation 
(FCT21c). This will also improve the function of ecological corridor and maintain the 
alignment of the local linkage as proposed in the Local Biodiversity Strategy. 

Terrestrial Fauna 

Development of the site through the subsequent stages of planning has the potential 
to impact habitat of both Carnabys and Forest red-tailed black cockatoo. 

The EPA is concerned that identified habitat trees will not be adequately protected 
and recommends that the Environmental Assessment and Management Strategy 
required as part of the Local Structure Plan also address management of black 
cockatoo habitat. The provisions relating to Management Plans should also include 
management and protection of black cockatoo habitat. 

Inland Waters Environmental Quality 

The retention of the Resource Enhancement Wetland and ephemeral waterways 
with buffers is supported. It is noted that some of the permissible land uses and 
discretionary uses in the zoning table such as Intensive Animal Husbandry have the 
potential to impact water quality. Management of water quality is important as the 
waterways flow to Ellen Brook. Revegetation/rehabilitation of the wetland and 
waterways together with implementation of the Local Water Management Strategy 
will assist in managing and potentially improving water quality. 

3. Environmental Issues not assessed 

Without limiting the EPA's discretion under section 38(5e) of the EP Act to require 
the referral of proposals arising from the scheme amendment and your discretion, as 
the responsible authority, under section 48I of the EP Act to refer proposals arising 



from the scheme amendment, the EPA advises that the following environmental 
issues are not assessed: 

4. General Advice 

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme amendment is defined 
as an assessed scheme amendment. In relation to the implementation of the 
scheme amendment, please note the requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the 
EP Act. 

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA's decision on the level of 
assessment of scheme amendments. 

® A copy of this advice will be sent to the relevant authorities and will be 
available to the public on request. 

Strategic Policy and Planning Division 
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