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OFFICIAL 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 

Section 43A 
 
 

NOTICE OF DECISION TO CONSENT TO AMEND A REFERRED PROPOSAL 
DURING ASSESSMENT 

 
 

PERSON TO WHOM THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN 

(a) Chief Executive Officer 
Gascoyne Gateway Ltd (ABN: 72 638 151 747) 
Unit 38-39/145 Stirling Highway 
NEDLANDS WA 6009 

 
PROPOSAL TO WHICH THIS NOTICE RELATES: 

Gascoyne Gateway Marine Complex 
Assessment No. 2302 
 
Pursuant to s. 43A of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), the 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) gives approval to the assessment of the 
proposal being completed in respect of the proposal as amended in accordance with 
the proponent’s request: 

• removal of the seawater bores (‘beach wells’) proposal element 

• increase the maximum fuel storage capacity from 80 megalitres (ML) to 210 ML. 

The amended proposal content document and figures are provided at Attachment 1. 
 
SUMMARY OF REASONS: 

• The removal of the seawater bores (‘beach wells’) proposal element will avoid 
potential impacts to inland waters and subterranean fauna from the abstraction of 
groundwater from the saline aquifer (including for example, potential direct 
impacts to subterranean fauna habitats and Cape Range subterranean 
waterways). The proposed amendment is consistent with the recent publications 
from the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation regarding the 
importance of water for the Exmouth Peninsula and future water allocation 
planning for the region. 

• The proposed amendment to increase fuel storage capacity does not require an 
expansion of the development envelope or disturbance footprint. The pathways 
for potential impacts from the amended proposal are comparable to those from 
the existing proposal. Any changes to the extent of potential environmental 
impacts will be required to be addressed in the proponent’s ERD prior to public 
review. This includes potential impacts from: 
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o fuel spills, including from bulk cargo ships or fuel tankers of varying size 
classes carrying different fuel types 

o additional vessel movements to the proposed marine facility, including 
increased marine traffic and noise 

o expansion of the land-based fuel storage facility. 

• The draft ERD is required to be prepared consistent with the work items set out in 
the approved Environmental Scoping Document (ESD) and additional work items 
listed in the EPA’s s.40(2)(a) notice of February 2025. 

• There are no new environmental factors likely to be significantly affected as a 
result of the amendments. 

• The EPA considered that: 

o there was sufficient information about the amendments to be able to make a 
decision whether to approve the change; and 

o the proposal as amended will be substantially the same character as the 
referred proposal. 

 
EFFECT OF THIS NOTICE: 

1. The assessment of the proposal is to be completed in respect of the proposal as 
amended in accordance with the decision set out in this notice. 
 

2. The proposal as amended in accordance with this notice is taken to have been 
referred to the EPA under s. 38 of the EP Act. 

 
RIGHTS OF APPEAL: 

There are no rights of appeal under the EP Act in respect of this decision. 
 

 
 
 
Darren Walsh 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority  
CHAIR 
 
 
20 April 2026 

https://www.epa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/Referral_Documentation/GGL_EXMOUTH_GULF_S38_%20Supporting%20Document..pdf
https://www.epa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/S43A/APP-0025650_Stage3_11-02-2025_Gascoyne_Gateway_s.40%282%29%28a%29_Notice.pdf
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Table 1: General proposal content description   

Proposal title    Gascoyne Gateway Marine Complex 

Proponent name   Gascoyne Gateway Ltd 

Short description   Gascoyne Gateway Ltd proposes to build, own and operate a multi-
purpose marine complex in Exmouth that will service a variety of vessels 
including but not limited to cruise liners and associated ecotourism 
activities, Defence and marine supply vessels. The project will not be 
utilised for livestock or iron ore.  
 
The Proposal site is located 10 kilometres south of the Exmouth township 
and immediately south of the Ingram Street light industrial area; opposite 
the Exmouth landfill site and to the north of the Wilderness Estate 
residential area.  
 
The Proposal includes a land based component (106.54 ha footprint within 
a 119.02 ha terrestrial development envelope) to support the marine 
infrastructure (61.63 ha marine footprint within and 79.44 ha marine 
development envelope) which includes a combination rock groyne and 
pylon steel construction to a berth-face. The berth face will require 13.5 m 
of cleared depth (at chart datum, equivalent to depth at LAT) to meet 
design vessel draughts, achieved by both natural depth and some dredging 
of sand and seabed limestone at the berth pocket.  Marine construction 
includes piling and dredging, with dredge spoil used in the causeway 
construction. Three anchorage locations of 1nm diameter each are located 
in Exmouth Gulf approximately 9.5 km to the north east of the end of the 
causeway, within a nominal anchorage development envelope of 
1153.14 ha.  

 

Table 2: Proposal content elements  

Proposal element   Location / 
description   

Maximum extent, capacity or range    

Physical elements   

Total Development Envelope (DE) Figure 1 DE of 1351.61 ha including: 

- 119.02 ha terrestrial DE 

- 79.44 ha marine DE 

- 1153.14 ha anchorage DE 

Terrestrial Infrastructure 

Includes supporting uses such as: 

• Northern precinct – bulk fuel 
storage and bunding, water 
storage, utilities corridor, access 
road 

Figure 2 DE of 119.02  ha, with a total disturbance footprint 
(DF) of 106.54 ha comprising: 

• Northern precinct - 17.33 ha   

• Marine facility precinct - 44.63 ha 

• Renewables and laydown precinct - 19.89 ha 

• Access & utilities corridor – 24.69 ha 

Proposal Content Document 

Gascoyne Gateway Ltd 
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Proposal element   Location / 
description   

Maximum extent, capacity or range    

• Marine facility precinct - 
warehouse office/amenities, 
laydown/storage area(s), 
desalination plant, water 
storage, access roads and 
utilities corridors.  

• Renewables and laydown 
precinct - solar farm, laydown 
area, access roads and utilities 
corridors.  

• Access and utilities corridor – 
roadworks, bridgeworks, 
services and utilities (including, 
power, water, fuel lines) 
alongside Minilya-Exmouth 
Road 

• Buffer areas (no clearing) – 12.33 ha 

Marine Infrastructure – seabed 

precinct 

Includes dredge footprint for vessel 
berths, access channel and turning 
basin at end of causeway; jetty and 
causeway (wharf), allowance for 
seawater intake line on south side 
of jetty; brine pipeline and 
outlets/diffusers fixed to the north 
side of the jetty and causeway; and 
vessel safe haven.  

Figure 2 

 

Disturbance of up to 61.63 ha of benthic habitat 
within 79.44 ha marine DE, including the following 
(where some of the dredge footprint overlaps with 
jetty and wharf footprint): 

• Jetty and wharf structure of 12.63 ha 

• Dredge footprint of 50.11 ha: 

o Berth 1 -  0 ha 

o Berth 2 - 1.78 ha 

o Berth 3/4 – 2.24 ha 

o Berth 5  - 0.79 ha 

o Access channel 39.09 ha 

o Turning basin 6.21 ha 

Anchorages 

Includes 3 anchorage locations in 
Exmouth Gulf 

Figure 1 Disturbance of up to 808.14 ha of benthic habitat 
within a 1153.14 ha nominal anchorage DE. 

Construction elements   

Clearing of native vegetation   Figure 1 Clearing of up to 106.54 ha of native vegetation 
within a DE of 119.02 ha 

Construction of marine 
infrastructure including jetty and 
causeway (wharf), vessel safe 
haven, seawater intake pipeline 
fixed to southern side of jetty and 
causeway and causeway; and 
desalination brine outfall fixed to  
the northern side of the jetty and 
causeway. 

Figure 1 Disturbance of up to 12.63 ha of benthic habitat 
within a marine DE of 79.44 ha including: 

• Desalination brine outfall extending 500 m from 
the shoreline along the northern side of the jetty 
and causeway; and 

• Seawater intake pipeline extending 500m from 
the shoreline along the southern side of the jetty 
and causeway. 

Capital dredging  Figure 1 Dredging of up to 1,164,296 m3 within a 50.11 ha 

dredge footprint, consisting of- 

• 128,251 m3  for 5 berths, turning basin and 
access (shipping) channel to depth of - 13.5 LAT; 
and 
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Proposal element   Location / 
description   

Maximum extent, capacity or range    

• Dredging of up to 36,045 m3 for vessel safe 
haven to depth of -4 m LAT 

Dredge spoil disposal Wharf 
structure  

Capital dredge spoil used to construct wharf structure 

within 12.63 ha DF (no other disposal location). 

 

Operational elements   

Bulk fuel storage  Northern 
precinct 

Up to a maximum of 210 ML storage design capacity 

Solar energy production Renewables 
and laydown 
precinct 

Up to 10MW generating capacity solar farm, located 
within a 12.34 ha DF 

Onsite sewage treatment and 
disposal via infiltration 

Marine facility 
precinct 

Treatment and disposal design capacity for up to 75 
persons per day, equivalent to up to 13.5 kL/day 
(<5000 kL/year) 

Seawater Intake  

Intake and pipeline fixed to the 
southern side of the causeway and 
jetty structure  

Seabed 
precinct 

Intake of up to 6 ML/day of seawater  

Desalination plant Marine facility 
precinct 

Production capacity of up to 2ML/day of desalinated 
water 

(6ML/day intake;4 ML/day brine discharge) 

Desalination brine discharge via 
pipeline fixed to jetty and causeway, 
extending approximately 500 m 
from the shore on the north  side of 
the structure, discharging below the 
surface perpendicular to the 
causeway. 

Discharge to 
marine 
environment 
along 
causeway 
within seabed 
precinct 

Discharge up to 4 ML/day of brine within marine 
development envelope via pipeline fitted with outlets 
and diffusers designed to achieve a design flow rate 
of 0.046 m3/s of brine with maximum salinity of 
70,524 mg/L Total Dissolved Solids 

Maintenance dredging Marine DE Periodic maintenance dredging within marine 
development envelope to maintain safe navigation 
and vessel berthing; with uncontaminated dredge 
spoil to be used for beneficial beach replenishment. 
Contaminated material to be disposed of to an 
appropriately licensed landfill. 

Shipping channel and turning 
basin 

Marine DE 

 

Turning basin of approx. 150 m radius,  (overlapping 
Berth 2), with shipping channel extending approx. 
1,970 m in length from the turning basin to the marine 
DF boundary 

Anchorage locations Anchorage DE 3 anchorage locations of 1nm diameter each 
(269.38 ha) within a nominal anchorage development 
envelope of 1153.14 ha. 
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Proposal elements with greenhouse gas emissions  

Construction elements: 

Scope 1  22,900 tCO2-e comprised of: 

• 8,200 tCO2-e land use change 

• 14,700 tCO2-e Combustion of fuels from heavy machinery and 
vehicles 

Scope 2  None 

 

Scope 3  None 

 

Operation elements: 

 Scope 1 2,700 tCO2-e /year comprised of combustion of fuels from heavy 

machinery and vehicles 

Scope 2  None 

Scope 3  Not Determined 

Rehabilitation   

• Areas temporarily cleared for laydown will be rehabilitated following construction. 

• Final closure and rehabilitation within 2 years of cessation of operations. 

Commissioning   

• Desalination plant commissioning; including  

o seawater intake integration pipeline pressure testing and disinfection; re use of water where 
practicable; water neutralised and discharged to terrestrial environment; and 

o whole effluent toxicity testing of brine within 3 months of establishment of brine discharge. 

Decommissioning   

• Removal of all above surface marine infrastructure 

• Marine infrastructure to be repurposed in consultation with the appropriate Decision-Making Authority 

• Buried pipelines to be decommissioned and left in situ. 

• Removal of power infrastructure 

• Seawater brine outfall will be cut to below the seabed surface, removed, and disposed of. 

• Groundwater monitoring bores decommissioned and permanently sealed. 
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Other elements which affect extent of effects on the environment  

Proposal time*  

  

  

  

Maximum project life   > 100 years 

Construction phase   Approx. 2 years 

Operations phase   > 100 years 

Decommissioning phase   2 years following cessation of operations 

*LAT = lowest astronomical tide 
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