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NOTICE OF DECISION TO CONSENT TO AMEND A REFERRED PROPOSAL 
DURING ASSESSMENT 

 
 

PERSON TO WHOM THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN 
(a) Alcoa of Australia Limited (ABN: 93 004 879 298) 

576 Marmion Street 
BOORAGOON  WA  6154 
 

 
PROPOSALS TO WHICH THIS NOTICE RELATES: 
Bauxite Mining on the Darling Range in the southwest of WA for the years 2022 
to 2026 - Assessment No. 2384 
Bauxite Mining on the Darling Range in the southwest of WA for the years 2023 
to 2027 Assessment No 2385  
 
Pursuant to s. 43A of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), the 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) gives approval to the assessment of the 
proposal being completed in respect of the proposal as amended in accordance with 
the proponent’s request:  
 
Assessment No. 2384 
• The reduction in disturbance within the Willowdale Mine Development Envelope of 

approximately 330 hectares (ha), from the 397 ha originally proposed (67 ha of 
disturbance). 

• The reduction in disturbance within the Huntly Mine Development Envelope of 
approximately 1270 ha, from the 1472 ha originally proposed (202 ha of 
disturbance). 

• Removal of the entire 1753 ha Exploration Disturbance Envelope.  
• Incorporation of the remaining disturbances within both the Willowdale and Huntly 

mine development envelopes into Assessment No. 2385.  
 
Assessment No. 2385 
• Incorporation of approximately 67 ha of disturbance at the Willowdale Mine 

Development Envelope from Assessment No. 2384.  
• Incorporation of 202 ha of disturbance at the Huntly Mine Development Envelope 

from the Assessment No. 2384.  
• Addition of up to 411 ha of new disturbance for haul roads within the Huntly Mine 

Development Envelope to avoid stream zone vegetation and heritage values.  



• Reconciliation of data to amend errors and to remove any duplication and spatial 
data overlaps at the Huntly Mine Development Envelope.  

• Reduction in the Exploration Disturbance Envelope by approximately 19,590 ha. 
• Removal of exploration activities within the Reservoir Protection Zones (RPZ), 

other than for hydrogeological purposes which is proposed within 1-2 kilometres. 
• Clarification of water use, being 1.095 GL/annum under existing Surface Water 

Licences, and a further 2.605 GL/annum to be obtained through a commercial 
arrangement with Water Corporation. 

• Incorporation of estimated greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The amended proposal content document and figures are attached. 
 
SUMMARY OF REASONS: 
• Overall reduction of 933 ha resulting in a revised total disturbance of 13,788 ha 

within the Huntly Mine Development Envelope. 

• Overall reduction of 330 ha resulting in a revised total disturbance of 846 ha 
within the Willowdale Mine Development Envelope. 

• Overall reduction of 21,343 ha resulting in a revised Exploration Disturbance 
Envelope of 178,340 ha. 

• The overall reduction in disturbance is likely to reduce impacts to flora and 
vegetation, terrestrial fauna, inland waters, terrestrial environmental quality and 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

• There may be additional impacts to flora and vegetation values and terrestrial 
fauna values associated with the addition of the haul roads. However, the 
impacts are expected to be substantially the same character as the existing 
referred proposal. 

• Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emission estimates have been refined and provided for 
each mine region, so that they are consistent with the EPA’s Revised 
Environmental Factor Guideline for GHG. 

• There are no new environmental factors likely to be significantly affected as a 
result of the amendments, and no additional EPA functions need to be performed 
to assess the amended proposal. 

• The amended proposal will be substantially the same character as the existing 
referred proposal. 

• As a result of this change, Assessment No. 2384 will be terminated.  
 
EFFECT OF THIS NOTICE: 
1. The assessment of the proposal is to be completed in respect of the proposal as 

amended in accordance with the decision set out in this notice.   
 



2. The proposal as amended in accordance with this notice is taken to have been 
referred to the EPA under s. 38 of the EP Act.   

 
 
RIGHTS OF APPEAL:  
 
There are no rights of appeal under the EP Act in respect of this decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Darren Walsh 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority  
CHAIR 
 
13 May 2025 
 
  



Attachment 1- Amended proposal content document and figure/s showing the new 
approved proposal 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
  



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
  



 
 
  
  



 
  



 

 
 


