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OFFICIAL 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 

Section 43A 
 
 

NOTICE OF DECISION TO CONSENT TO AMEND A REFERRED PROPOSAL 
DURING ASSESSMENT 

 
 

PERSON TO WHOM THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN 

(a) Alcoa of Australia Limited (ABN 93 004 879 298) 
Level 2, 235 St Georges Terrace 
PERTH WA 6000 

 
 
PROPOSAL TO WHICH THIS NOTICE RELATES: 

Bauxite Mining on the Darling Range in the southwest of WA for the years 2023 to 
2027 - Assessment 2385. 
 
Pursuant to s. 43A of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), the 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) gives approval to the assessment of the 
proposal being completed in respect of the proposal as amended in accordance with 
the proponent’s request:  
 

• The reduction in the extent of the exploration development envelope (DE) from 
178,340 hectares (ha) to 129,246 ha (49,094 ha reduction). 

 
The amended proposal content document and figures are attached. 
 
SUMMARY OF REASONS: 

• The reduction in the Exploration DE is likely to reduce impacts to social 
surroundings, inland waters, flora and vegetation and terrestrial fauna. 

• The reduction in the exploration DE is likely to reduce potential impacts on 
environmental and social values through increased separation from sensitive 
receptors and a reduced extent of exploration activities. 

• Exploration previously undertaken within the exploration DE being removed near 
Dwellingup Townsite was prior to this becoming a significant proposal under the 
Pt IV of the EP Act. Additional exploration will not be undertaken in this area 
decreasing the likelihood of mining in the future.  

• There are no new environmental factors likely to be significantly affected as a 
result of the amendment, and no additional EPA functions need to be performed 
to assess the amended proposal. 
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• The EPA considers the amended proposal to be substantially the same character 
as the existing referred proposal, and does not consider that the amendment 
would be a significant amendment if the proposal were already approved. 
 

EFFECT OF THIS NOTICE: 

1. The assessment of the proposal is to be completed in respect of the proposal as 
amended in accordance with the decision set out in this notice.   
 

2. The proposal as amended in accordance with this notice is taken to have been 
referred to the EPA under s. 38 of the EP Act.   

 
RIGHTS OF APPEAL:  

There are no rights of appeal under the EP Act in respect of this decision. 
 

 
 
Darren Walsh 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority  
CHAIR 
 

 
13 April 2026 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – Proposed amendment of the exploration development envelope under s43A 
Attachment 2 – Proposed exploration development envelope relative to reservoir protection 
zones 
Attachment 3 – Amended proposal content document and figure/s showing the new proposal 
boundaries for the exploration development envelope 
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Attachment 1 – Proposed amendment of the exploration development envelope 
under s43A 
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Attachment 2 - Proposed exploration development envelope relative to reservoir 
protection zones 
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Attachment 3 - Amended proposal content document 
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