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NOTICE OF DECISION TO CONSENT TO AMEND A REFERRED PROPOSAL 
DURING ASSESSMENT 

 
 

PERSON TO WHOM THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN 

(a) Alcoa of Australia Limited (ABN: 93 004 879 298) 
576 Marmion Street 
BOORAGOON  WA  6154 
 

 
PROPOSAL TO WHICH THIS NOTICE RELATES: 

Pinjarra Alumina Refinery Revised Proposal 
Assessment No. 2253; PRO-0025182 
 
Pursuant to s. 43A of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), the 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) gives approval to the assessment of the 
proposal being completed in respect of the proposal as amended in accordance with 
the proponent’s request:  

• Addition of 5,571 ha Development Envelope (DE) within O’Neil Mine Region, with 

1,062 ha of proposed clearing. 

• Reduction of the Myara North DE by approximately 29% to 10,705 hectares (ha), 

with 3,219 ha of proposed clearing.  

• Reduction of the Holyoake DE by approximately 42% to 7,624 hectares (ha), with 

3,219 ha of proposed clearing. 

• Reduction in disturbance of 299 ha at the Pinjarra Refinery, to the existing 

approved amount of 1,396ha, in a DE of 3,241 ha.   

• Removal of mining (i.e. bauxite extraction) from within the reservoir protection 
zones. 

• Increase in the annual bauxite residue disposal limit to 11.6 Mtpa (from 10.8 Mtpa). 

• Extending to the life of mine by a further 7 years to 2045, in the event the Kwinana 

Refinery does not restart.   

 
The amended proposal content document and figures are attached. 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY OF REASONS: 

• The reduction in disturbance is likely to reduce impacts to flora and vegetation, 
terrestrial fauna, and terrestrial environmental quality.  

• The reduction in disturbance at the Pinjarra Refinery is likely to reduce impacts to 
Aboriginal cultural heritage within the development envelope.  

• While the proponent has requested deferral of mining in the reservoir protection 
zones to allow time for the long-term efficacy of current water management and 
drainage controls and practices to be determined, the EPA considers mining within 
the reservoir protection zone to have been removed from the proposal’s content 
for the purposes of this assessment and any associated decisions. 

• The amended proposal will be substantially the same character as the existing 
referred proposal.  

• There is likely to be new or additional impacts to flora and vegetation, terrestrial 
fauna and social surroundings associated with the addition of the O’Neil DE. 
However, the impacts are not likely to reflect a significant change and overall 
impacts to all factors are expected to be reduced consistent with the overall 
reduction in the DE and disturbance footprint. 

• There are no new environmental factors likely to be significantly affected as a 
result of the amendments, and no additional EPA functions need to be performed 
to assess the amended proposal. 

• The amendment follows a review by the proponent of identified environmental 
values against mining requirements to identify areas that could be avoided. 

 
EFFECT OF THIS NOTICE: 

1. The assessment of the proposal is to be completed in respect of the proposal as 
amended in accordance with the decision set out in this notice.   
 

2. The proposal as amended in accordance with this notice is taken to have been 
referred to the EPA under s. 38 of the EP Act.   

 
RIGHTS OF APPEAL:  
 
There are no rights of appeal under the EP Act in respect of this decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Darren Walsh 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority  
CHAIR 
 
17 February 2025



Attachment 1- Amended proposal content document and figure/s showing the new 

approved proposal 

 

 



 
 



 



 



 
 













 


