
 

 
 

Environmental Protection Authority 

Prime House, 8 Davidson Terrace Joondalup, Western Australia 6027 
Postal Address: Locked Bag 10, Joondalup DC, Western Australia 6919 

Telephone: (08) 6364 7000  |  Facsimile: (08) 6364 7001  |  Email: info.epa@dwer.wa.gov.au 
 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
 

Section 40(2)(a) 
 
 

NOTICE REQUIRING INFORMATION FOR ASSESSMENT 
 
 

PERSON TO WHOM THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN 
Marine Produce Australia Pty Ltd (ABN:70 091 805 480) 
1 Darkan Av 
NORTH COOGEE WA  6163 
 
 
PROPOSAL TO WHICH THIS NOTICE RELATES: 
Ocean Barramundi Expansion Project, Assessment No. 2343 
 
Pursuant to section 40(2)(a) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, I, as a delegate 
of the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA), require that you provide the EPA with 
the following information for its assessment. 
 
1. Flora and Vegetation 
Flora and vegetation surveys are required to be submitted, particularly at Ardyaloon 
noting the presence of the threatened ecological community Monsoon vine thickets on 
the coastal sand dunes of Dampier Peninsula. 
 
2. Social Surroundings 
The referral supporting document outlines that the primary focus of the assessment 
on Social Surroundings is the lease areas and the use of the region for fisheries and 
tourism. It should be noted that both the nursery sites and lease areas are known to 
have significance to Aboriginal people and therefore the consideration of the potential 
impacts of the lease areas also needs to consider the values of the area to Traditional 
Owners and/or relevant or appropriate knowledge holders. 
 
The development envelope is also within The West Kimberley National Heritage Place, 
which includes the Wanjina-Wunggurr tradition as one of its protected values. 
Guidance regarding undertaking consultation with the appropriate Traditional Owners 
and custodians of the land is detailed on the National Heritage Website. 
 
In addition, it is understood that the studies assessing the impacts on social 
surroundings as it relates to Aboriginal cultural and heritage values have not been 
adequately completed. While the EPA acknowledges that consultation has been 
undertaken as part of the marine park co-design process (and may contain some 
relevant information), the proponent is still required to undertake meaningful 
consultation and collection of information that is specific and relevant to this proposal. 
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Please conduct and undertake appropriate consultation and/or surveys with the 
relevant Traditional Owners and/or knowledge holders and present a table showing 
how issued raised have been considered by the proponent.  
 
3. Marine Environmental Quality (MEQ)  

 
a. Zones of impact and levels of ecological protection 

Please use the approach outlined in the EPA’s Technical Guidance for Protecting the 
Quality of Western Australia’s Marine Environment (that is, levels of ecological 
protection) for potential impacts and management to MEQ - rather than zones of 
impact.  Please note that ‘Zones of impact’ are more appropriate to evaluate potential 
impacts to Benthic Communities and Habitats (BCH) (i.e. from smothering, reduced 
light, direct take, etc).    
 

b. Nursery outfalls/discharges 
Further consideration of potential impacts of nursery outfalls on MEQ and loss of 
amenity is required to be presented. 

c. Use of antibiotics or pharmaceuticals 
If the use of antibiotics, pharmaceuticals or biocides is a possibility at any stage of 
operations, then potential impacts to the environment should be evaluated. A 
management and monitoring strategy to mitigate all associated potential risks to the 
environment and environmental values should be clearly described within the 
additional information documentation. 

d. Data and Analysis 
The EPA considers that the data presented does not provide sufficient confidence that 
it is representative of baseline conditions. Adequate baseline data is required to 
characterise the existing environment and inform future monitoring and management.  
 
It is requested that further baseline data is collected to assist in verification of the 
integrated hydrodynamic model and inform the development of site-specific 
environmental quality criteria.  As previously discussed with your environmental 
consultants, key data and analysis concerns are associated with the selection of 
sampling locations, duration, pooling of data and the development of the 85th and 90th 
percentiles. 
 
Should you wish to deviate from the approaches in the relevant EPA guidance (eg. 
Protecting the Quality of Western Australia’s Marine Environment, EPA 2016), then 
you must provide a detailed discussion of any unique or controlling environmental 
variable (such as tides) and sound justification for any alternative approach to baseline 
data collection and analysis. 
 
I am advised that the department is available to further discuss the additional collection 
of baseline data, selection of monitoring sites and data collection and further analysis. 
 
 



3 

 
4. Benthic communities and habitats 

 
a. Local Assessment Units (LAU) 

It is noted that BCH have been mapped directly below and adjacent to the lease areas. 
However, the mapping extent does not appear to align with the extent of predicted 
impacts and the zones of impact have not been overlayed on BCH map, meaning it is 
difficult to form a view as to what the total impact to BCH may be. Please demonstrate 
that the extent of BCH mapping is adequate in light of the above.  
 

b. Cumulative Loss Calculations 
Please revise the predicted extent of impacts with careful consideration of what 
constitutes a ‘recoverable’ impact and a ‘permanent’ impact, using the thresholds 
based on the most contemporary science (WAMSI Dredging Science Node). 
 

c. Coral Habitats 
Please clarify if predictions of loss of BCH are referring to coral habitat or not.  Please 
clarify which habitat(s) support coral and update the BCH mapping accordingly. 
 
5.  Environmental Monitoring and Management Plan (EMMP) 
 
Please revise the EMMP to ensure sampling and data treatment are consistent with 
standard scientific principles and the relevant EPA technical guidance.  Please 
consider the use of nomenclature throughout the management plan with a view to 
avoiding any inconsistencies and alternating between the use of words such as 
indicator, trigger, Environmental Quality Guideline (EQG), Environmental Quality 
Standard (EQS) and management target. Please ensure that the proposed EQGs and 
EQSs are appropriate for the designated level of environmental protection. 
 
Please show how the proposed environmental objectives will be used to set 
management targets that are appropriate for all receptors/factors. In addition, the 
EMMP must consider all environmental values and spatially map the Environmental 
Quality Objectives (EQOs) and Levels of Ecological Protection (LEPs). If it is proposed 
that monitoring will only focus on compliance with the Environmental Value (EV) of 
‘ecosystem health’, then considerable justification should be provided as to why 
focusing on this EV alone will protect each of the other EVs. 

 
6. Marine Fauna 

 
a. Entanglement of marine fauna 

Please discuss the risk of marine fauna being entrapped between the two nets of a 
sea pen or entangled in the torn nets. Please describe the material / type of outer net 
of the sea pens and confirm whether it will be resistant to tearing by large 
sharks/crocodiles. Please provide further detail and clarity around net resilience given 
the nature of predators at this location.  
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b. Interactions with vessels 

While it is acknowledged that operational vessels will be small and slow moving, there 
still needs to be consideration for minimum offset distances between vessels and 
marine mammals (should they be present in the area). It is recommended that 
minimum approach distances consistent with the Australian National Guidelines for 
Whale and Dolphin Watching be implemented for potential interactions with cetaceans 
and included within the management plan.  If present, protocols for dugongs may also 
need to be included.  
 
Please revise the Referral Information documentation to include and address the 
requested additional information above, including appending the requested 
Environmental Management and Monitoring Plans. 
 
Your response should be sent by email to registrar@dwer.wa.gov.au marked for the 
attention of the person cited in the covering letter, or by post to the Environmental 
Protection Authority, Locked Bag 10, Joondalup DC, Perth WA 6919. Please quote 
the case number 2343 on any further correspondence. 
 
The EPA will not proceed with its assessment of the proposal until you have provided 
the requested information and it is considered to be adequate, or if you advise the 
EPA that the further information is not available and/or cannot be obtained. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Prof. Matthew Tonts 
CHAIR, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY 
 
6  October 2022  
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