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The Proposal footprint comprises an 
additional 1,560 ha of disturbance, of which 
528 ha is native vegetation. The remaining 
area consists of pre-disturbed land.  
The implementation of this Proposal 
requires additional footprint to the 
Approved Proposal and comprises, but is not 
limited to, the following activities: 
 bauxite preservation and stockpiling

as required
 expansion of the access road from

Albany Highway
 access and perimeter roads
 pipeline and powerline corridors
 surface water management

infrastructure
 construction laydowns
 office and workshop areas
 access road from the mine
 rehabilitation material (topsoil and

gravel) stockpiles
 footprint for the F1/F3 RDA closure

spillway construction
 potential discharge of treated water

to the environment, and
 other associated infrastructure for

the Proposal and Approved
Proposal.

Have you provided electronic spatial data, maps, 
and figures in the appropriate format? 

 Yes ☐ No

What type of proposal is 
being referred?  

For significant amendment 
or derived proposal, provide 
the associated existing 
Ministerial statement 
number/s 

For a proposal under an 
assessed planning scheme, 
provide the scheme number 
and name 

☐ significant proposal. Choose which type of significant proposal
☐ new proposal
☐ significant amendment (proposal only)
☐ significant amendment (conditions only)
 significant amendment (proposal and conditions)

☐ strategic proposal
☐ derived proposal
☐ proposals of a prescribed class
☐ proposal under an assessed planning scheme

Proposal content: Complete the corresponding template (Proposal Content Document) from the 
Instructions and template: How to identify the content of a proposal for the type of proposal 
identified above. The completed form must be submitted with the referral.  
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Analysis of existing implementation 
conditions  

The following management plans are conditioned under 
MS971: 
 Condition 6-2 - Weed and Disease Monitoring

and Management Plan (WDMMP)
 Condition 7-2 - Groundwater and Groundwater

Dependent Vegetation Monitoring and
Management Plan (GGDVMMP)

 Condition 8-2 - Bibbulmun Track Management
Plan (has not triggered time dependent
conditions), and

 Condition 9-2- Offset Management Plan (OMP).
Noting a Terrestrial Fauna Management Plan (TFMP) and 
a Black Cockatoo Management Plan (BCMP) was 
conditioned under EPBC 2012/6370. 

It is anticipated conditions regarding management plans 
will be amended as a result of assessment of the Revised 
Proposal. The Proponent has provided draft updates of 
the WDMMP, TFMP, BCMP and an Offset Management 
Strategy as part of the referral submission. However, it is 
anticipated conditions relating to these plans will be 
amended under approval of the Revised Proposal and 
reflect more modern Ministerial Statement outcome 
based conditions and environmental factor based 
management plans rather than plans for individual 
potential impacts. For example a Flora and Vegetation 
Management Plan would discuss mitigations and 
outcomes for various potential impacts to flora and 
vegetation inclusive of weeds, forest disease and changes 
in groundwater.  
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Previous changes to the Proposal and 
or implementation conditions 

Two s45c applications have been made regarding MS971 
since it was originally approved in 2014.  

 S45c (approved May 2019) increased the
Development Envelope authorised extent
from 11,712 ha to 12,856 ha, and
amended the disturbance footprint with
the following:

o Movement of future RDA2 west
so facility did not sit on Gringer
Creek and minor change to
inundation shape of this facility

o Minor changes to clearing
footprint around D6 dam on
Hotham Farm, and

o Commitment to exclude remnant
vegetation patches on Hotham
Farm from future clearing under
MS971.

 S45c (approved April 2024):
o Increased the authorised extent

of clearing of non-native
vegetation (plantation), and

o Changes to the disturbance
footprint.

Since approval of MS971 the following approved 
activities have commenced: 

 Pit expansion (widening and deepening)
 Increased ore production resulting in

increased waste quantities
 Increase to existing stockpiles and

development of ancillary infrastructure
 Expansion of waste rock dumps, and
 Construction of a new water storage area

(D6 dam).
The current disturbance footprint for the operation is 
4,540.5 ha against an authorised extent of 6,923 ha with 
native vegetation clearing of 4,158 ha against an 
authorised extent of 5,435 ha.  

Regarding construction of a new residue disposal area 
(RDA2), work continues on collection of baseline 
information and development of final dam design. 
Plantation harvesting within the RDA2 footprint has been 
ongoing and clearing activities within the authorised 
extent are planned to commence in 2026.   
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Compliance The last compliance assessment report (CAR) regarding 
MS971 was submitted in June 2024. The following non-
compliances/potential non-compliances were reported: 
Condition 4-5 

The Proponent reported an over-clearing event in 
February 2024 where 0.21 ha of native vegetation 
outside of the authorised extent was cleared during 
expansion of the north pit and waste rock dump.  

An investigation report was provided to DWER in April 
2024 which included root causes and mitigation actions. 

Condition 7-3 – GGDVMMP 
Newmont advised in the 2024 CAR a disconnect between 
triggers in the GGDVMMP and the Regional Borefield 
Management Procedure had been identified. A 
hydrogeologist and vegetation consultant were engaged 
to review the disconnect and advise on a pathway 
forward to improve the monitoring triggers present in the 
approved GGDVMMP. The review of the GGDVMMP is 
provided as Appendix B6 with the referral. Newmont is 
currently progressing plans for implementation of the 
recommendations in the review.  

Condition 10-1 – Legacy offset 

The Proponent is outside of the 2-year timeframe 
provided in MS971 for implementation of this legacy 
offset. Progress of this landswap has occurred due 
administrative issues with numerous third parties and 
delays in Revenue WA’s stamp duty assessment for the 
transaction. Newmont is working with Landgate to 
resolve remaining issues. There has been no 
environmental impact as a result of this delay. The 
Proponent continues to hold and manage this land wholly 
for offset purposes pending transfer of title.  
WDMMP 

The 2024 CAR reported a potential non-compliance 
against the WDMMP objective for no increase in spread 
of forest disease. However, one forest disease infestation 
has increased in size in proximity with the D1 dam which 
could be attributable to a change in water storage 
capacity and a higher water mark in vegetation fringing 
the facility.  
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Environmental Performance Environmental performance against the conditions of 
MS971 is discussed in the CAR submitted in June 2024. 

However, performance of the approved proposal against 
the environmental factors relevant to this requested 
amendment are summarised below: 

Flora and Vegetation – to protect flora and vegetation so 
that biological diversity and ecological integrity are 
maintained 

 Refer to chapter 10 of the referral supporting
document regarding discussion on flora and
vegetation

 The current native vegetation clearing footprint
for the operation is 4,158 ha against an
authorised extent of 5,435 ha

 Weed and forest disease monitoring and
management has continued as per the WDMMP
and GGDVMMP

 Implementation of the Boddington Site
Disturbance Permit Application and Assessment
process

 Previously CAR declared dentification of
improvement opportunities with implementation
of WDMMP and GGDVMMP. Revised draft
WDMMP and review of GGDVMMP submitted
with this referral.

Terrestrial Fauna – to protect terrestrial fauna so that 
biological diversity and ecological integrity are 
maintained 
 Refer to chapter 11 of the referral supporting

document regarding discussion on terrestrial
fauna

 The current native vegetation clearing footprint
for the operation is 4,158 ha against an
authorised extent of 5,435 ha

 Ongoing implementation of TFMP and BCMP
 Implementation of the Boddington Site

Disturbance Permit Application and Assessment
process

 Fauna surveys ongoing to further understand
habitat requirements for conservation significant
fauna

 Implementation of a 470 ha restoration
biodiversity offset on Hotham Farm, and

 Continued planning for implementation of
protective mechanism over 2000 ha of high
quality Jarrah forest.
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Inland Waters – to maintain the hydrological regimes and 
quality of groundwater and surface waters so that 
environmental values are protected 
 Refer to chapter 12 of the referral supporting

document regarding discussion on inland waters
 Ongoing implementation of GGDVMMP
 Monitoring in accordance with licence

L8306/2008/3 as a minimum
 Assessment of impact of current mining

operations on groundwater (BigDog, 2025,
Appendix D4).

Social Surroundings – to protect social surroundings from 
significant harm 

 Refer to chapter 13 of the referral supporting
document regarding discussion on social
surroundings

 The current native vegetation clearing footprint
for the operation is 4,158 ha against an
authorised extent of 5,435 ha

 Ongoing implementation of the following site
management plans and procedures:

o Air quality
o Noise and vibration
o Cultural Heritage Management Plan
o Chance find procedure, and
o Complaints and grievances procedure.

 Sustained engagement with key stakeholders via
the Community Reference Group, Relationship
Committee, Local Emergency Management
Committee and BGM Environmental
Management and Liaison Group.

Control of implementation of 
significant amendment 

Newmont Boddington is requesting a revised Ministerial 
Statement for the Boddington operation to include the 
Revised Proposal. It is likely the conditions will be 
amended to reflect current outcomes based conditions 
and management plan guidelines.  

Many of the existing mitigation controls and monitoring 
protocols will be incorporated into revised management 
plans.  
It is expected the Revised Proposal will be appropriately 
mitigated under conditions of the amended Ministerial 
Statement.  
























