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1

APPLICABILITY

This procedure details Tellus Holdings Ltd (Tellus) methodology for protecting the environment and
unknown items of cultural heritage.
2

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this procedure is to provide mandatory requirements concerning the protection of
environment and items of cultural heritage Tellus Project sites. This procedure should be referred to
when developing task specific risk assessment, Job Safety and Environmental Analyses (JSEA), and
Environmental Management Plans/Progress Reports etc.
This procedure does not address operation of the waste cells.
3

RESPONSIBILITIES

Project Director /
Facility Manager

Environment Manager

Managers &
Supervisors
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•

Provide enough resources for implementation of environmental management
requirements.

•

Promote implementation of environmental management requirements.

•

Provide training and advice on environmental management as required.

•

Review and approve/reject Native Vegetation Clearing Permits.

•

Ensure land to be cleared is properly delineated and that all approvals have been
obtained.

•

Ensure that flora and fauna are adequately protected from fire, dust, noise,
weeds, hazardous chemicals and impact with vehicles/mobile equipment, via
visual observations and monitoring.

•

Record all incidents of roadkill.

•

Confirm rehabilitation is carried out the required standard.

•

Confirm the safe storage and use of hazardous chemicals and hydrocarbons to
avoid contamination of land and water and harm to flora and fauna.

•

Confirm water carts are used for dust suppression.

•

Confirm fire breaks are maintained and Hot Work Permits obtained as required.

•

Ensure waste recycling is maximised.

•

Ensure areas of cultural significance are protected.

•

Audit compliance with environmental management requirements on a regular
basis.

•

Ensure that environmental controls are incorporated into JSEAs.

•

Lead by example in relation to environmental management.

•

Ensure Native Vegetation Clearing Permits and JSEAs are submitted to the
Environment Manager and approved before land is cleared.

•

Ensure land to be cleared is properly delineated.

•

Ensure requirements for successful rehabilitation are carried out and minimise
erosion.

•

Ensure hazardous chemicals and hydrocarbons are stored and used so that
contamination does not occur.

•

Provide spill containment for liquid hazardous chemicals and hydrocarbons.

•

Ensure water carts are used for dust suppression.

•

Ensure saline water does not impact on flora.

•

Ensure fire breaks are maintained and Hot Work Permits are obtained as required.
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Workers

4

•

Ensure vehicles and mobile equipment are well maintained, are leak free and are
clean of weeds/seeds on arrival to site.

•

Ensure that measures are taken to manage surface water run-off as per
procedure.

•

Ensure contaminated water is treated before discharge.

•

Recycle waste as much as possible.

•

Comply with environmental requirements at all times.

•

Do not take vehicles off road unless authorised to do so.

•

Drive safely to avoid impact with fauna.

•

Report all road kills to the Environment Manager.

•

Protect and report cultural heritage finds to the Environment Manager.

•

Ensure spills do not occur.

•

Ensure waste is recycled.

•

Report all environmental incidents.

•

Do not feed native fauna or feral animals.

•

Do not keep pets on site.

DEFINITIONS

ALARP

As Low as Reasonably Practicable. Where it is possible to demonstrate that the cost
involved in reducing risk further would be grossly disproportionate to the benefit
gained.

Bund

A raised, impermeable barrier forming the perimeter of a secondary containment area.

Chemicals

Hazardous chemicals/substances, dangerous goods and poisons.

Dangerous Goods

Means the following (whether or not they are packaged for transport or under
pressure):
a)

substances or articles defined under the Australian Dangerous Goods Code as:
-

dangerous goods of Class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.1, 8 or 9, or

-

goods too dangerous to be transported,

b) C1 combustible liquids.
Hazard

Any situation or thing which has the potential to cause harm to people, property,
equipment or the environment.

Hazardous substance

A substance with the potential to cause harm to human health and/or the
environment. Typical hazardous substances are toxic, corrosive, ignitable, explosive or
chemically reactive.

Hierarchy of risk
controls

Risk controls in order from most to least preferred, and where elimination of the
hazard cannot be achieved:
-

Substitution.

-

Isolation.

-

Engineering.

-

Administrative.

-

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

Hot work

Work which uses or could generate fire, naked flame, heat or spark including, but not
limited to, brazing, torch-cutting, grinding, soldering and welding.

JSEA

Job Safety and Environment Analysis.
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MSDS

Material Safety Data Sheet (also known as SDS). A document that summarises the
relevant properties of a hazardous chemical or proprietary product that includes
safety, health, storage, handling and emergency information.

Risk

The combination of the likelihood of an occurrence of an incident from an
uncontrolled hazard, and the severity of consequence that could occur.

SDS

Safety Data Sheet (also known as MSDS).

Secondary
Containment

Any means used to contain liquids in the event that the primary container (liquid
storage container) fails.

SWP

Safe Work Procedure.

Terrestrial
Environment

The chemical, physical, biological and aesthetic characteristics of soils.

Worker

Tellus employees, contractors and subcontractors.

Refer to the InControl Glossary for definitions of terms used in this Procedure.
5

REQUIREMENT

5.1

General

Adverse environmental impacts can occur if high standards of environmental protection are not achieved.
Thorough planning must be undertaken for all activities and inherent environmental risk controlled in
accordance with the Tellus environmental management and mitigation measures as identified in the TEL08.501 Environmental Aspects and Impacts procedure and replicated in Table 1.
Table 1 - Environmental management and mitigation measures

Colour

Management Control Action (MCA)

Very High

Activities in this category present extreme levels of impact, hazard or risk, such as loss of life or
breach of legislation and, must not be undertaken.

High

Activities in this category present high levels of impact or risk and should not be allowed to
proceed without very careful planning. Consider consulting specialists. The company should
evaluate whether the activity is actually necessary in the first place or whether alternative
processes are available.

Medium

Activities in this category present serious and unacceptable levels of impact and/or risk. Consider
ways of modifying the process and implementing controls to reduce the impacts and risks to As
Low As Reasonably Practicable (ALARP). Additional control measures and monitoring may be
required.

Low

Activities in this category present minor levels of impact and/or risk. The application of mitigation
strategies to reduce the impact is advised. Consider ways of modifying the process or
implementing controls to reduce the impacts and risks to ALARP.

5.2

Permits and risk assessments

A Native Vegetation Clearing Permits must be obtained from the Tellus Environmental Manager at a
minimum of one month prior to any vegetation clearance or disturbance at the project. Impacts of and
required risk controls for native bushland clearing are addressed in Section 5.3 of this procedure. The
Tellus Environmental Manager must use information provided in the Permit to either approve the
clearing works in line with an approved management Plan or, enable completion of the Application for a
clearing permit.
As part of preparation for any task which has the potential to impact on the environmental aspects
addressed in this procedure, a JSEA must be developed by the relevant work crew, incorporating risk
controls from Section 5.4 of this procedure as relevant. Refer to the Tellus Hazard Identification and Risk
Control - Operations Procedure for more detail relating to completion of JSEA.
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5.3

Significant environmental aspects and risk controls

Environmental aspects which require careful management throughout the life of a Project include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
5.3.1

Flora and fauna.
Water resources.
Terrestrial environmental quality.
Human health.
Cultural heritage.
Air quality.
Flora and fauna

Flora and fauna have the potential to be harmed via the following impacts/hazards:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Land clearing.
Fire.
Varying quality and quantity of surface water.
Indirect impacts from dust.
Indirect impacts from uptake of saline water used for dust suppression.
Introduction and spread of weeds that compete with native vegetation.
Indirect impacts associated with fauna displacement, increased predation and competition
for resources.
Direct impact/injury/death from ingress into cells or contact with plant and vehicles.
Excessive noise and vibration.

In addition to implementation of a Native Vegetation Clearing Permits, harm to flora and fauna must be
prevented via consideration and where appropriate, implementation of the following risk controls:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Documenting identification of ecologically sensitive areas at the project.
Undertaking a noise and vibration impact assessment.
Ensuring plant and equipment is fitted with noise mitigation devices.
Undertaking environmental noise monitoring, where identified, to confirm sensitive
receptors are not exposed to unacceptable levels.
Reducing the total area of flora and vegetation clearing to ALARP.
Visually identifying approved clearance areas with flagging and signage.
Ensuring all members of the relevant work crew are made aware of any protected areas,
required risk controls and reporting requirements before the task commences.
Avoidance of threatened, endangered and priority ecological communities during site
activities.
Keeping removal of vegetation, soil stripping and excavation to ALARP, to avoid excessive
dust generation.
Limiting movement of large vehicles and plant on site to avoid direct impacts and excessive
dust generation.
Fully enclosing processing areas and implementing mechanical dust extraction as required.
Ensuring that removed vegetation is placed directly onto disturbed areas to reduce erosion,
stockpiled for later use during rehabilitation, or treated in accordance with the Native
Bushland Clearing Permit.
Ensuring that topsoil is stored for later use in rehabilitation.
Ensuring that weed contaminated stockpiles are located away from water courses.

Version No: 0
Document No.: TEL-08.500

Version Date: 21/07/2020
Page 6 of 12

CORPORATE PROCEDURE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION & CULTURAL HERITAGE
•

Ensuring that weed contaminated stockpiles are segregated from ‘clean’ stockpiles and are
signed accordingly.
Ensuring that weed contaminated stockpiles are appropriately covered and, stockpiling is not
undertaken in wet weather conditions.
Securely storing appropriately packaged hazardous substances away from vegetation and
bushland.
Avoiding groundwater-dependent species when planting vegetation during rehabilitation.
Cleaning all plant and vehicles prior to driving on site and as required to ensure dirt, stones
and vegetative material is removed from tyres and other parts.
Using Project or corporate hazard reporting processes where damage to flora and vegetation
occurs or is observed outside of permitted areas.
Implementing Project emergency management processes to avoid or effectively respond to
fire.
Implementation of Hot Work Permits for all hot work at the Project.
Ensuring chemical waste packages are appropriately and securely sealed and stored to avoid
contamination of flora and vegetation.
Ensuring chemicals are used, stored and disposed of in a safe and environmentally
responsible manner.
Using appropriate suppression measures during dust-generating activities.
Maintaining low vehicle speeds to avoid excessive generation of dust.
Implementing fixed dust monitoring at control locations to ensure acceptable levels are not
exceeded.
Maintaining vehicles and equipment to minimise the risk of leaks and air emissions.
Rehabilitating disturbed areas in accordance with other relevant management plans.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
5.3.2

Water resources and quality

Surface water runoff and groundwater have the potential to be adversely affected via:
•
•
•

Leaks/spills from chemical storage areas.
Leaks/spills from waste packages.
Generation of leachate from stored waste packages.

The following risk control measures must be implemented to ensure that groundwater, surface water,
sediment and biota quality is maintained/protected:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identify and avoid perched groundwater or aquifers when selecting pit/cell locations.
Identify and avoid surface water receptors in the development envelope.
Divert surface water away from operational areas using bunding, drains, sumps etc.
Ensure chemical waste packages are appropriately and securely sealed and stored to avoid
contamination of surface water runoff and groundwater.
Ensure chemicals are used, stored and disposed of in a safe and environmentally responsible
manner.
Provide required bunding and spill kits at chemical and waste storage areas.
Ensure diesel tanks are self-bunded with a spill containment unit installed under refuelling
and tank-filling points.
Ensure ponds and pond liners are of the correct capacity with appropriate liners.
Ensure secondary containment is provided in case of pond overflow.
Do not transfer waste into cells whilst surface water flows are occurring on site.
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•

Undertake ongoing groundwater and climate monitoring to ensure water is retained near the
surface to enable evaporation/transpiration.
Undertake ongoing monitoring of the site’s bore holes to ensure they have not been
contaminated.
Report on soil moisture profiles during rain and events and subsequent dry periods
throughout construction.
Ensure stockpiles are covered and located away from watercourses and sources.
Ensure construction materials are disposed of correctly so they do not enter water sources.
Use appropriate means of erosion control where necessary.
Contain and treat contaminated water arising from project activity prior to discharge off-site.
Ensure plant and equipment is maintained as per manufacturer instructions to avoid engine
leaks.
Do not wash down plant, vehicles and equipment on site.
Avoid over-spraying when using water carts (quantity and extent).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
5.3.3

Human health

Human health has the potential to be adversely affected in relation to transporters of, and on-site
personnel handling and managing acceptance of, hazardous waste. Tellus health and safety related plans
and procedures must be followed for management of human health hazards (refer Section 8.2 of this
procedure for a list of related documents).
5.3.4

Cultural heritage

Prior to Project commencement, it is mandatory undertake an Aboriginal heritage desktop search to
determine likelihood of potential impacts on cultural heritage within the boundaries of proposed Project
activity. This must be achieved via implementation of the following processes:
•
•
•

Assessment of online databases such as State Heritage, Aboriginal Affairs, National and World
Heritage databases/websites.
Search of the Land, Approvals and Native Title Unit.
Field surveys conducted by trained/experienced persons, with assistance from Native Title
Groups as applicable.

On discovering something that could be an unexpected heritage item, the following procedure must be
followed. There are eight steps in the procedure. These steps are summarised as:
Step 1

Stop work, protect, secure and establish a no-go zone using a 10 metre perimeter and
inform Exploration / Facility Manager.

Step 2

Inform all site personnel about the no-go zone. Use high visibility fencing, where practical.

Step 3

Contact and engage an archaeologist.

Step 4

Complete a preliminary assessment and recording of the item by filling in the Unexpected
Finds Report Form attached to this Procedure.

Step 5

Prepare an archaeological or heritage management plan.

Step 6

Notify the appropriate regulator, if required.

Step 7

Implement archaeological or heritage management plan

Step 8

Review (Construction) Environmental Management Plan and approval conditions.

Step 9

Confirm no other approvals are required before proceeding with work.

Step 10

Resume work
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The following governing bodies must then be contacted by an authorised Tellus representative as
applicable.
Discovered Item

Relevant State or Territory body

European Heritage

The Heritage Council / State Heritage Office

Aboriginal Heritage

Department of Heritage or Aboriginal Affairs
Relevant Native Title Groups or Land Council

Skeletal Remains

Local Police
State Police
Department of Heritage

5.3.5

Air quality

The following risk control measures must be implemented to avoid reduced air quality at the project and
surrounds:
•

Keeping removal of vegetation, soil stripping, excavation and blasting to ALARP, to avoid
excessive dust generation.
Limiting movement of large vehicles and plant on site to avoid direct impacts and excessive
dust generation.
Fully enclosing processing areas and implementing mechanical dust extraction as required.
Using appropriate suppression measures during dust-generating activities.
Using appropriate covers on stockpiles to avoid dust generation.
Implementing fixed dust monitoring at control locations to ensure acceptable levels are not
exceeded.
Maintaining low vehicle speeds to avoid excessive generation of dust.
Maintaining vehicles and equipment as per manufacturer instructions to reduce harmful air
emissions.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
5.3.6

Biodiversity

Project activity has the potential to cause adverse effects to the terrestrial environment due to
vegetation and land clearing and fires:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Erosion can be accelerated from land clearing and occurrence of fire.
Loss of valuable topsoil can affect biodiversity via removal of vegetation seed banks.
The loss of deep-rooted plants through vegetation clearing can allow the groundwater levels
to rise, increasing salt levels in the soil and causing ‘dryland salinity’.
Poor design/incompatible materials used for waste storage have the ability to cause soil
contamination.
Incorrect treatment/storage/disposal of excavated soils can result in soil contamination.
In addition to implementation of the Native Vegetation Clearing Permits, the following risk
control measures apply to ensure conservation of land quality at the project:
Reducing the total area of flora and vegetation clearing to ALARP.
Ensuring all members of the relevant work crew are made aware of any protected areas,
required risk controls and reporting requirements.
Limiting movement of large vehicles and plant on site to minimise direct impacts to land.
Ensuring that removed vegetation is placed directly onto disturbed areas to reduce erosion,
stockpiled for later use during rehabilitation, or treated in accordance with the Permit.
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•

Ensuring that weed contaminated stockpiles are segregated from ‘clean’ stockpiles and are
signed accordingly.
Ensuring that weed contaminated stockpiles are appropriately covered to avoid spread of
weeds.
Ensuring chemicals are packaged in accordance with required standards.
Ensuring chemicals are used and disposed of in a safe and environmentally responsible
manner.
Storing chemicals in secured areas with appropriate spill and leak containment available.
Using project hazard report processes where soil contamination is suspected or known.
Implementing project emergency management processes to avoid or effectively respond to
fire.
Maintaining vehicles and equipment to minimise the risk of leaks.
Using approved containment for burial of wastes.
Rehabilitating disturbed areas in accordance with the Mine Closure Plan and Waste Facility
Decommissioning and Closure Plan.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

5.4

Other environmental aspects and hazard controls

5.4.1

Domestic waste management

Domestic waste refers to non-hazardous commercial and industrial waste including, but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Food stuffs and other putrescible waste.
Construction waste.
Paper.
Cans.
Plastics.
Cardboard.
Glass.

•

Management of domestic waste at Tellus projects is achieved via implementation of the following
strategies in order of preference:
•
•
•

AVOID - Eliminate the waste source where practicable.
RE-USE - General waste items must be re-used where practicable.
RECYCLE - Waste segregation must be achieved via provision and use of labelled/colour
coded waste bins.
DISPOSE - Disposal of waste is the least preferred risk control and must only be utilised
where it is not practicable to avoid production, re-use or recycle of waste. Disposal of general
waste must be in keeping with segregation rules and collected by an approved contractor.

•

5.4.2

Handling, storage and transport of chemicals

Hazardous substances and dangerous goods used and stored at the Facility include:
•
General cleaning products.
•
Aerosols.
•
Flammable liquids.
•
Gases in cylinders and corrosive liquids.
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The potential environmental impacts of hazardous substances and dangerous goods must be considered
at the purchasing stage and less environmentally hazardous products procured where practicable.
Safe storage areas must be provided in accordance with the relevant MSDS/SDS and legislative
requirements to ensure environmentally hazardous products can be stored without risk of leaks, spills
and vapour emissions. Emissions may adversely impact on the environment.
MSDSs/SDSs must be referred to when disposing of hazardous substances and dangerous goods.
Also refer the Tellus Chemicals SWP.
5.4.3

Sustainability

The following measures must be implemented at Tellus projects as practicable to achieve minimisation of
water and energy use:
•
Consideration of energy efficiency during purchasing of vehicles and equipment.
•
Use of battery-powered equipment to reduce electricity use.
•
Regular maintenance of electrically powered equipment.
•
Reduction of water and energy use.
•
Repair or replacement of leaking water or energy fixtures and systems.
6

COMPETENCY

N/A
7

RECORDS SUMMARY
•
•
•

8

Native Vegetation Clearing Permit.
Form-Unexpected Finds Report.
Job Safety Environmental Analysis.
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Archaeological and ethnographic site identification and site
avoidance heritage survey of the proposed Sandy Ridge Project Area
with the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners for Tellus Holdings Ltd
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Preliminary advice on the site identification and site avoidance heritage survey at the proposed Sandy Ridge
Project area with the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners

Version
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0.1
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Draft document created
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Purpose of the preliminary advice
This preliminary advice has been developed to provide Tellus Holdings Ltd (Tellus) and the
Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners with immediate feedback from the field trip for planning
purposes. Tellus is advised of the preliminary nature of this document and its contents, and
that results presented herein may differ to those provided in the final heritage report.

Copyright
This document is copyright. As such, no portion of this document may be reproduced or copied
in any form, or by any means, without prior written permission from the author/s except as
permitted under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cwlth). Notwithstanding this, Tellus may use this
material for the purposes of employee awareness and make sufficient copies for internal use.

Disclaimer
The information, opinion, ideas, and recommendations presented in this document is partly
based on the experience of the authors, research, and recognised procedures, which are
believed to be accurate, but not infallible. The advice contained herein is given in good faith
and follows acceptable professional standards and procedures, but is not meant to encourage
any activity, practice or exercise, which may have ceased, changed or have been superseded
for any reason without the knowledge of the authors. The authors assume no responsibility or
liability for any loss or damage caused directly or indirectly by the information presented in this
document.

Coordinate Capture
The authors advise that all coordinates quoted in this document were initially obtained with a
Garmin hand held GPS and an Apple iPad, using the GDA datum. All grid references are
projected in MGA Zone 51, unless otherwise stated. Dependent on external conditions, these
units afford an optimal spatial accuracy of ± 5 m.

July 2019

i

Preliminary advice on the site identification and site avoidance heritage survey at the proposed Sandy Ridge
Project area with the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners

Heritage project participants and contacts
The contact details of the heritage project stakeholders are provided below. The authors would
like to thank everyone that participated in the heritage survey and assisted in organising the
fieldwork.
The heritage survey was conducted between 3 July and 4 July 2019.
Heritage service provider

Terra Rosa Consulting

Address

12/20 Sustainable Avenue, Bibra Lake, WA 6163

Field work participants

Asharlon Morison
Daniel Monks

Report authors

Asharlon Morison and Daniel Monks

Editor

Megan Tehnas

Executive sign-off

Scott Chisholm

Traditional Owners

Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners

Contact

Nathan Champion

Field work participants

Raelene Peel
Jillian McIntyre
Iris Donaldson
Amanda Bennell
Felicity Champion
Jasmin Champion

Proponent

Tellus Holdings Ltd

Address

Level 29, Exchange Tower, 2 The Esplanade, Perth WA 6000

Contact

Julie Mahony (Manager HSECQ)

Field work participants

Julie Mahony
Debra Hammond
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Acronyms and definitions
The following terms and acronyms are utilised throughout the report. Definitions are provided
below for reference.
Term / Abbreviation

Definition

ACMC

Aboriginal Cultural Materials Committee

AHIS

Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System

DPLH

Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage

GIS

Geographic information system

GPS

Global positioning system

Heritage object

An object to which the Act applies under section 6

HISF

Heritage Information Submission Form

Isolated artefacts

Cultural material with insufficient density to constitute a site.

MGA

Map grid of Australia

NNTT

National Native Title Tribunal

Not Clear Area

An area that the Marlinyu Ghoorlie representatives have identified as
containing cultural constraints that require avoidance and / or further
consultation.
Other heritage places are heritage places catalogued by the DPLH but
not included on the Register of Aboriginal Sites for one of the following
reasons:

Other Heritage Place

1. Information about the OHP has been lodged with the DPLH but is
pending assessment by the ACMC (status L – lodged; also see
definition for ‘potential site’, below); or
2. The ACMC assessed the OHP and considered it not to meet the
evaluation criteria for inclusion on the Register of Sites (i.e. not a
registered Aboriginal site) (status S – stored / not a site).

Registered Aboriginal
site

A heritage place which has been determined as meeting criteria under
section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (WA), and has been
registered by the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites (DPLH status R registered).

Site

Any place which may meet the criteria of an Aboriginal site under s5 of
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (WA).

Tellus

Tellus Holdings Ltd

Terra Rosa

Terra Rosa Consulting

Traditional Owners

Marlinyu Ghoorlie native title claimants (NNTT no WC2017/007) and
invited participants

The Act

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (WA)

Consider adding:
Assessed - considered and/or surveyed in the field.
Works - in terms of "begin works" refers to commencement of accepting third party waste at Sandy
Ridge Facility.
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1 Heritage project overview
Tellus Holdings Ltd (Tellus) proposes to develop parcels of land within its Sandy Ridge
project area to construct a water pipeline, three communications towers, and four borrow
pits, to facilitate the construction of a kaolin clay mine and waste storage facility in the
broader Sandy Ridge project. Tellus requested archaeological and ethnographic surveys
over eight areas across the Sandy Ridge Project areas (see table 1, below). The survey
areas fall within the Country of the Marlinyu Ghoorlie People (NNTT WC2017/007), and
are located within tenures L16/121, M15/1864, M15/1865, M15/1866, M15/1867,
L16/124, L16/125, and L15/394.

Table 1: Heritage survey overview
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Survey area

Total area (ha)

Assessment type

Water Pipeline

Single polygon totalling
20 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
identification survey

CT MR2 Main L16-125

Single polygon totalling
14 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site avoidance
survey

CT MR1 L16-124

Single polygon totalling
12 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site avoidance
survey

BP006C M15-1867

Single polygon totalling
14 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site avoidance
survey

CT RW MR3 L15-394

Single polygon totalling
2 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site avoidance
survey

BP004C M15-1866

Single polygon totalling
25 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site avoidance
survey

BP003C M15-1865

Single polygon totalling
14 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site avoidance
survey

BP002C M15-1864

Single polygon totalling
10 ha

Ethnographic and
archaeological site avoidance
survey
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2

Heritage results

Table 2, below, presents the assessment status of each survey area at the end of the heritage
survey.
Table 2: Heritage survey summary
Survey area

Assessment Type

Assessment status

Water Pipeline

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
identification survey

Complete

CT MR2 Main L16-125

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
avoidance survey

Complete

CT MR1 L16-124

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
avoidance survey

Complete

BP006C M15-1867

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
avoidance survey

Complete

CT RW MR3 L15-394

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
avoidance survey

Complete

BP004C M15-1866

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
avoidance survey

Complete

BP003C M15-1865

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
avoidance survey

Complete

BP002C M15-1864

Ethnographic and
archaeological site
avoidance survey

Complete

An overview of the registered Aboriginal sites, DPLH OHPs, newly identified sites, and isolated
objects identified during the survey is provided in table 3 and illustrated in map 3. Spatial data
is appended to this preliminary advice.
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Table 3: Aboriginal sites, heritage places and objects identified within the heritage survey
area
Classification of
findings

Survey
area

ID

Site type

Comments

Registered
Aboriginal sites

All

N/A

N/A

A search of the DPLH AHIS
system revealed no
Registered Aboriginal Sites

DPLH OHPs

All

N/A

N/A

A search of the DPLH AHIS
system revealed no OHPs
The Marlinyu Ghoorlie
Traditional Owners requested
that this area be avoided by
the proposed works due to the
presence of men’s
ethnographic values within it.

Newly identified
sites

Isolated artefacts
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CT RW
MR3
L15/394

All

Not Clear Area
1

Ethnographic site
(men only)

Not labelled

n/a

As there were no Marlinyu
Ghoorlie men on the survey, a
site boundary could not be
established, and the entire
survey area has been
classified as ‘not clear’ for the
proposed development works
to proceed.
No isolated objects recorded
within the eight survey areas
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Map 1: Results of the heritage survey of the Pipeline & CT MR2 Main L16-125 project areas
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Map 2: Results of the heritage survey of the CT MR1 Main L16-124 project area
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Map 3: Results of the heritage survey of the BP006C M45-1867 & CT RW MR3 L15-394 project areas
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Map 4: Results of the heritage survey of the BP004C M45-1866 project area
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Map 5: Results of the heritage survey of the BP002C M15-1864 project area
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Map 6: Results of the heritage survey of the BP003C M15-1865 project area
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Recommendations and conclusions

The following conclusions and recommendations have been approved by the Marlinyu
Ghoorlie Traditional Owner representatives who were present during the fieldwork:
1

Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners request a the a Welcome to Country
ceremony take place prior to any future surveys being conducted, and before
Tellus commence their proposed Works at the Sandy Ridge Project area.
The Traditional Owners on the survey explained that rituals are still practiced and
significant for Marlinyu Ghoorlie people. The Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners
have request that Tellus engage Marlinyu Ghoorlie people to perform a Welcome to
Country ceremony before any future surveys are conducted, and before Tellus
begin their Works for the Sandy Ridge Project Area.

2

Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners have requested that men be present on
any future surveys or consultations.
The Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners on the survey explained potential men’s
sites were located near a number of the survey areas. For this reason, it has been
requested that for all future heritage survey requests, Tellus ask for male Traditional
Owners to be present on any future surveys, and particularly for ethnographic
consultations.

3

The Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners recommend that Tellus adhere to the
‘Not Clear’ area placed around the survey area Communication Tower RW
(MR3): L15/394
The Sandy Ridge Project Area is near several important men’s and women’s sites,
one of which may be within the Communication Tower RW (MR3): L15/394 survey
area. The Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners believe this is a men’s only site, but
as no Marlinyu Ghoorlie men were present on the survey a site avoidance boundary
could not be established for this site.
Because of this, the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners present requested the
entire Communication Tower RW (MR3): L15/394 survey area be ethnographically
protected and avoided until it can be re-visited. This area has been labelled as ‘Not
Clear’ in map 3.

4

Tellus is advised that, except for the Communication Tower RW (MR3): L15/394
survey area, the proposed works may proceed in the other seven survey areas,
subject to recommendation 1.
All eight survey areas were Assessed by the Terra Rosa consultants and the
Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners. During the assessment it was
established that the Communication Tower RW (MR3): L15/394 was within
an area of potential ethnographic significance to Marlinyu Ghoorlie people
(see recommentdation 3, above).

July 2019

10

Preliminary advice on the site identification and site avoidance heritage survey at the proposed Sandy Ridge
project area with the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners

No archaeological or ethnographic heritage sites were identified in the remaining
seven survey areas, and Tellus’ proposed works may proceed in these areas.
However, this is subject to the Welcome to Country ceremony occurring as outlined
in recommendation 1, above.
5

All employees and contractors working in the Sandy Ridge Project Area should
undertake cultural awareness training prior to the commencement of the
proposed development works.
It is an offence to disturb an Aboriginal Heritage Place without prior written permission
to do so under s16 or s18 of the Act. Financial penalties may be applied against
individuals or corporations who disturb a heritage place.
S18 of the Act details the statutory provision for applications to be made to the Minister
to utilise areas in which Aboriginal heritage place may exist. Approval to utilise areas
in which Aboriginal heritage places may exist is subject to evaluation by the ACMC
and the conditions of the Act.

6

Further consultation with Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners is
recommended if Tellus proposes to alter the type of works or to expand the
program of works either in size or scale, beyond that cleared during the heritage
assessment. This consultation should be undertaken prior to commencement
of works.
Tellus is advised that only areas subjected to heritage assessment are clear for the
proposed works to proceed. Should the program of works expand in size or scale, or
should Tellus wish to conduct activities that differ to those discussed during field work,
the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Traditional Owners will need to be engaged for further heritage
assessment.

Please be advised of the preliminary nature of this document. A full heritage report will be
provided subsequently and include details of recorded heritage places and isolated heritage
objects and the complete and final heritage recommendations for the project.
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