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10 May 2021
Dear Sir/Madam,
TELLUS HOLDINGS LTD – SANDY RIDGE FACILITY UPDATE AND PLANS TO ALIGN LICENCE CAPACITIES
1
About Tellus
Tellus is an innovative Australian environmental services company in the business of creating economic, social and
environmental value from waste, clay and salt resources. Tellus’ mission is to contribute towards a safer and cleaner
Australia by developing a portfolio of geological repositories. Tellus owns and operates the Sandy Ridge Facility (the
Facility) in Western Australia (WA); a 25-year life, arid near-surface geological repository in a 70 million year-old kaolin
clay formation. Tellus is evaluating other clay and salt opportunities in the Northern Territory, Queensland, New South
Wales, Victoria and South Australia.
2
Sandy Ridge Facility update
Tellus successfully completed construction, commissioning, and transition to operations of the Facility in 2020. Since
then, the Facility has been safely accepting and handling hazardous waste for surface storage. On 19 March 2021, the
WA Government granted an amended operating licence authorising waste treatment on site and in-cell placement of
hazardous and intractable waste at the Facility.
Following rigorous waste transport, verification and acceptance testing processes in line with the approved Public
Environmental Review (PER) in 2016, hazardous and intractable waste has been permanently isolated in the waste cell
at Sandy Ridge. The waste cell is totally enclosed by one of the largest air domes in the world, which ensures the cell
remains dry. Combined with the passive safety barriers of the natural geology and highly engineered closure controls,
the Facility permanently isolates waste from our environment over geological time.
A series of photos showing the Sandy Ridge Facility in action, including the key risk controls currently utilised, are
shown in Attachment 1. A regional location figure showing the remoteness of the Facility is also provided.
The Facility is licensed to receive nearly all types of hazardous waste types, including waste from a broad spectrum of
industrial sectors, such as mining, oil and gas, contaminated site remediation and utilities. As stated in the 2016 PER,
the Facility does not accept international waste, nuclear waste, or waste streams falling under intermediate (ILW) or
high-level (HLW) radioactive waste designations.
Tellus’ Sandy Ridge Facility is an example of a leading infrastructure development that meets and supports the WA
Government’s waste legislation, regulations, policies, business plans and strategies with the objective of protecting
the environment by managing waste responsibly. The Facility will contribute towards meeting the “recover” and
“protect” targets within the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 and associated Action Plan 202021 (Waste Authority 2019). The operation of the Facility will help address the 2030 target which states, “all waste is
managed and/or disposed to better practice facilities”. The Facility will also enable Australia’s Covid recovery by
providing an appropriately licensed Facility that can accept difficult to manage wastes which can often impede
economic development.
The Sandy Ridge Facility would not have been possible without the constructive and active engagement of all our
stakeholders – especially State, Commonwealth and local government, and regulatory authorities. Collectively, they
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have helped drive better outcomes for our clients and communities by ensuring the highest standards of health,
safety and environmental stewardship. Tellus values our key stakeholder relationships and endeavours to maintain
open, transparent and collaborative engagements as our journey continues.
3
Our plans to align the licence capacities at Sandy Ridge
Tellus would like to request a change to what was approved under Ministerial Statement 1078 (MS 1078) in June 2018
to align our licence capacity at the gate to the in-ground disposal capacity.
MS 1078 allows Tellus to accept 100,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) at the gate and isolate 280,000 tpa in the cell. The
reason for the difference in the two rates is that liquid wastes received at the Facility require mixing with kaolin clay
and an immobilisation agent to solidify the waste. This ensures all wastes are immobilised and not capable of
generating leachate. This means no liquid material enters the dry waste cells.
Intractable wastes do not have commercially viable recycling, reuse or disposal options, and are not subject to
concentration limits for disposal in a Class V waste facility. When mixed with immobilisation agents, these wastes are
still intractable. The Facility has been specifically designed, constructed and operated to permanently isolate these
wastes, and this was considered environmentally acceptable by the WA Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) in
their Assessment Report 1611.
4
Justification for aligning our licence capacities
The current waste license volume of 100,000 tpa was estimated on an evaluation of market conditions when the PER
was prepared (2016). This assumed that a large proportion of waste accepted for storage and permanent isolation
would be liquid waste requiring immobilisation by the Facility’s Waste Immobilisation Plant. As described above,
immobilisation of liquid waste causes its mass to increase. Since 2016 and, with new market intelligence in the
hazardous waste sector across WA and Australia, it is clear that solid waste, especially contaminated soils and mining
processing wastes, form the majority of wastes requiring management. In most cases, the solid waste does not
require immobilisation.
Tellus seeks to align the mass of material received at the Facility gate to the mass of material disposed in the waste
cells (280,000 tpa). This will provide Tellus with operational flexibility to accept more solid wastes when less liquid
wastes are received. The Facility has already been assessed, approved and constructed to handle and dispose of this
amount of contaminated material in the cell, and Tellus is confident that any potential impacts of the proposed
capacity alignment can be managed within the current environmental and operational management framework at the
Facility. This will allow Tellus the flexibility it needs to solve more of the emerging solid waste challenges we are seeing
in WA and across the country.
Tellus will refer the proposed change to the EPA under Section 38 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. If the
proposal is accepted by the Department of Water and Environment Regulation (DWER), MS 1078 will be updated.
Tellus would then seek an amendment to our operating licence under Part V of the Environmental Protection Act
1986, which is administered by DWER.
The key characteristics table from the original PER and the proposed change is detailed below.
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Element

Authorised extent

Proposed authorised extent

Mine pits/waste cells

Clearing up to 202.3 hectares of
native vegetation within a 1,061
hectare (ha) development envelope.
Clearing up to 73.75 hectares of
native vegetation within a 1,061 ha
development envelope.
Up to 100,000 tpa

Clearing up to 202.3 hectares of
native vegetation within a 1,061
ha development envelope.
Clearing up to 73.75 hectares of
native vegetation within a 1,061
ha development envelope.
Up to 280,000 tpa

Up to 15,000 tonnes

Up to 15,000 tonnes

No change

Up to 12 months.

Up to 12 months

No change

Up to 280,000 tpa

Up to 280,000 tpa

No change

Up to 0.18 gigalitres per annum.

Up to 0.18 gigalitres per annum.

No change

Associated
infrastructure
Class IV & V waste
accepted at the gate
Temporary waste
storage on surface
Maximum temporary
storage time
Waste (including
treated waste)
disposed to waste
cells
Water abstraction

5

What are the potential impacts of the proposed change?

5.1

Potential beneficial impacts of aligning our licence capacities

Change/no change to
implementation
condition
No change

No change

Change

The Facility provides a unique, innovative value proposition for WA and for wider Australia. It is the only facility in the
country that can currently issue a Tellus Permanent Isolation CertificateTM (Tellus PIC), which allows a waste owner to
completely remove the disposal liability and, all future liability, from its balance sheet. If the proposed change is
approved, the implementation of the change could result in the following positive and long-term socio-economic and
environmental benefits to the region and to WA:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provides safe management solutions for difficult to manage hazardous wastes.
Critical piece of enabling infrastructure that provides a much-needed service that enables other infrastructure
development and major projects, especially during the Covid recovery.
Provides significantly superior environmental outcomes to the current situation of legacy waste stockpiles
being stored in temporary, unsuitable facilities in proximity to communities.
Creates additional long-term jobs.
Creates additional long-term contract opportunities for local and regional people surrounding the Facility.
Supports and enables the future potential recovery of valuable materials (that are currently deemed waste)
by providing a safe and economic solution to the intractable components of waste.
General investment that will diversify our local and regional economy.

Further, Sandy Ridge enables key infrastructure projects (and the jobs they drive) to proceed and gain approval by
providing an economically viable and environmentally sustainable permanent solution for hazardous waste. In doing
so, it not only helps to clean up the country and make it safer, but can provide direct and indirect job growth,
predominantly in WA. Tellus endeavors to be a good corporate citizen in this process, respectful of people and the
environment, and working in partnership with all of its stakeholders, including Decision Making Authorities (DMAs) in
the WA government.
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5.2

Potential adverse or negative impacts linked to aligning our licence capacities

Tellus has considered the potential adverse impacts of aligning our licence capacities against several environmental
factors including those addressed in the Sandy Ridge PER. These could include:
•

•

Additional traffic hazards associated with increased waste deliveries to Sandy Ridge. Mitigations and
operational control measures currently in place include:
o Only experienced and licenced transporters are permitted to deliver waste to Sandy Ridge.
o Dangerous Goods transport regulations obligate transporters to have emergency response plans in
place prior to transport.
o Tellus implements robust traffic and supporting management plans and procedures to manage risks
associated with transport.
o Thorough audits on potential transporters are conducted by Tellus before authorising transport of
waste.
o Strict packaging and containment requirements.
o Tellus has invested over $1 million upgrading the intersection of Great Eastern Highway and Mt
Walton Rd to the specifications required by Main Roads WA to ensure safe access for road trains.
o A continued preference for rail transport where feasible.
o Tellus is a member of the Shire of Coolgardie’s Emergency Management Committee, which ensures
we stay up to date with the latest information.
o Tellus commissioned a traffic impact assessment that shows that the current road infrastructure can
accommodate the increase in traffic.
Increased risk to staff and the environment when accepting and handling additional waste at the gate.
Mitigations currently in place include:
o Highly skilled staff and comprehensive in-house training programs are provided by Tellus to ensure
our staff are suitably experienced to handle the additional waste volumes.
o The Sandy Ridge surface infrastructure is already designed, constructed and operated to handle
280,000tpa of contaminated material, due to the expected volumes of liquid waste requiring
immobilisation. No changes are required to the world-class facilities at Sandy Ridge to support the
change.
o Additional waste above 100,000 tpa will only be received at the Facility if less liquid waste is received.
Liquid waste requires immobilising in the Waste Immobilisation Plant, which, like all process plants,
requires skilful operation to manage the risks. Less liquid waste received at the Facility will reduce the
usage of this plant.

Tellus is confident that the proposed licence capacity alignment can be managed by Tellus’ existing management
plans, management systems, site operating procedures, existing and additional skilled Facility staff and dedicated
Perth and Sydney corporate teams.
6
Consultation and further information
Tellus will be providing briefings to WA DMAs over the coming weeks. Tellus will also be conducting community
consultation sessions in local communities over the coming weeks. These sessions will be advertised via our website
and local government websites.
If you are unable to make use of the above sessions, please contact the undersigned to arrange an individual briefing.
Tellus is always willing to listen to our stakeholders and would like your feedback. Please provide any written feedback
via srpm@tellusholdings.com or by contacting the undersigned.
For additional information on the Sandy Ridge Facility please refer to:
https://tellusholdings.com/projects/sandy-ridge-facility/sandy-ridge-facility-description/
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If you have any questions regarding the Sandy Ridge Facility, do not hesitate to contact me at
srpm@tellusholdings.com.
Yours sincerely,

Julie Mahony
Environment Manager
Tellus Holdings Ltd
e: srpm@tellusholdings.com
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Attachment 1 – Sandy Ridge Facility photos

Aerial overview of the
Sandy Ridge Facility

Operations Centre,
front gate and
inspection area prior to
vehicles entering site
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Container storage yard,
road train offloading
area and covered
waste testing bay

Container entering the
covered waste testing
bay for acceptance
testing
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Waste immobilisation
plant and covered low
level radioactive
warehouse and
secured area

Waste emplacement in
the covered waste cell
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signatories are aware of all the requirements contained herein and are committed to ensuring their
provision.
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Owner
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Approver
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Effective Date
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Amendment Record
This procedure is reviewed to ensure its continuing relevance to the systems and process that it describes. A
record of contextual additions or omissions is given below:
Page No.

Context

Version

Date

Company Proprietary Information
The electronic version of this procedure is the latest version. It is the responsibility of the individual to ensure
that any paper material is the current version. The printed version of this procedure is uncontrolled.
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1

Introduction

1.1 Background
Tellus Holdings Ltd (Tellus) is an environmental services company in the business of creating economic, social
and environmental value from clay resources and waste. Established in 2009, Tellus has been developing a
portfolio of geological repositories across Australia.
Tellus owns and operates the Sandy Ridge Facility (the Facility or the /Site/Project), an open-cut kaolin mine
and near-surface geological repository for Class IV and Class V hazardous and intractable wastes.
At the Facility, kaolin clay is mined for later use i.e. immobilising waste, backfilling around waste, for capping
each waste cell, or for potential export or supply to the domestic ceramic clay and paint market. In the void
space created by mining kaolin clay Tellus has obtained the necessary Commonwealth, Western Australian
and local government approvals to backfill the void space with hazardous chemical Class IV and V wastes.
This Sandy Ridge Stakeholder Engagement Management Plan (SEMP) assists Tellus to engage with
stakeholders relevant to the project and, make the most effective use of their participation.
This SEMP was developed to align with the following documents:
•
•
•
•
•

Community Relations Policy (Corporate document, TEL-01.007);
Indigenous Engagement Policy (Corporate document, TEL-01.014);
Stakeholder and Engagement Management Plan (Corporate document, TEL-XX.XXX)
Sandy Ridge obligations associated with community and stakeholder engagement (e.g. Sandy Ridge
Public Environmental Review. Section 6: Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement, Sandy Ridge
Environmental License L9240/2020/1 – Condition 29: Complaints)
International Association of Impact Assessment’s Social Impact Assessment: Guidance for
Assessment and Managing the Social Impacts of Projects (2015).

1.2 Purpose
This SEMP has been developed to guide communication and stakeholder engagement associated with the
Project. Accordingly, the purpose of the SEMP is to ensure consistency of approach and co-ordination of
communication and engagement activities throughout all stages of the Facility’s lifecycle.

1.3 Objectives
The objectives for stakeholder engagement and consultation include:
•

Active and passive listening to stakeholders and the community.

•

Provide feedback on input that was considered in project decision making processes.

•

Build relationships with stakeholders and the community.

•

Proactively engage key stakeholders, the local community as well as local interest groups about the
project, including being clear about its negotiable and non-negotiable aspects.

•

Demonstrate an understanding of stakeholder and community concerns and values.

•

Interface with the project team and ask questions to identify issues surrounding the project and
provide feedback.
1—4
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•

Seek ideas, knowledge and encourage attendance at public meetings/workshops.

•

Manage community and stakeholder feedback and complaints in a timely, respectful way.

•

Monitor, record and evaluate stakeholder feedback to measure the appropriateness of consultation
methods and review planning and activities as necessary.

•

Be transparent in communication, making available to the community and all stakeholders, clear,
accurate and up to date information on the assessment of options from beginning of planning, to
approval of the project and throughout its construction, operation and closure.

To achieve these objectives, it will be necessary to establish and maintain open dialogue between key
government stakeholders, the community and other interested parties. This will be achieved by using the
communication channels, tools and activities outlined in this SEMP.
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2

Roles and Responsibilities
Roles and responsibilities for stakeholder management for the Sandy Ridge Facility are presented in Table
2-1.
Table 2-1 Roles and responsibilities
Role

Responsibilities & Accountabilities

Authorities

General Manager
External Affairs &
Approvals

- Strategic environmental management and
compliance advice.
- Strategic external affairs liaison.
- Responsible for auditing and compliance
reporting of the SEMP

- Report to Tellus Board.

Chief Operating
Officer (COO)

- Ultimately responsible for the implementation
of the SEMP with regard to stakeholders for
operations at Sandy Ridge.

- Primary stakeholder contact for Sandy Ridge
operations (unless delegated).

During operations:
- Ensure adequate resourcing to implement the
SEMP.
- Ensure plans, programs and associated
procedures are implemented in accordance
with the requirements of this SEMP.
- Ensure personnel are aware of the
requirements of this SEMP.
- Ensure the SEMP is managed with appropriate
systems at a high standard that is consistent
with company and government expectations
and reasonable expectations of stakeholders.
- Responsible for auditing and compliance
reporting of the SEMP
Chief Development
Officer (CDO)

- Ultimately responsible for the implementation
of the SEMP with regard to stakeholders for
projects to support Sandy Ridge.

- Primary stakeholder contact for Sandy Ridge
development projects (unless delegated).

During projects:
- Ensure adequate resourcing to implement the
SEMP.
- Ensure plans, programs and associated
procedures are implemented in accordance
with the requirements of this SEMP.
- Ensure personnel are aware of the
requirements of this SEMP.
- Ensure the SEMP is managed with appropriate
systems at a high standard that is consistent
with company and government expectations
and reasonable expectations of stakeholders.
- Responsible for auditing and compliance
reporting of the SEMP
Manager Environment

- Provide advice and support to the COO and
CDO to ensure that the SEMP is understood,
implemented effectively and maintained.

- Secondary stakeholder contact for Sandy
Ridge operations and development projects.

- Maintain this SEMP and its associated
documents (for example, Sandy Ridge
Stakeholder Register).
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Role

Responsibilities & Accountabilities

Authorities

- Responsible for auditing and compliance
reporting of the SEMP
Manager Technical
Services

- Manage the stakeholder engagement process.

Employees

- Manage their activities in line with this SEMP.

(includes contractors)

- Responsible for auditing and compliance
reporting of the SEMP

- Report any concerns, opportunities for
improvement or incidents related to
stakeholders to their supervisor in accordance
with the Incident Reporting and Classification
Procedure (SR-10.101).
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3

Identified Stakeholders
The site has a large geographic and social footprint which presents challenges when identifying key
stakeholders. Figure 3-1 presents the site location and proximity to ‘select’ stakeholders. The identified
stakeholders have been provided in the figure as a guide to show the diversity and spatial extent of
stakeholders.
During the design phase of the Project, Tellus identified its key stakeholders by assessing what potential
impacts (beneficial or negative) Sandy Ridge may have during pre-development, construction, operation,
mine closure and decommissioning. A register of key stakeholders and interested parties was developed in
early 2012 and is periodically revised.
It includes stakeholders from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Federal, Western Australian and Local governments
Local and wider regional communities
Neighbouring landholders
Suppliers and service providers
Contractors
Clients
Waste industry
Interested parties

Sandy Ridge Stakeholder Register (the SRSR) is maintained electronically in a software package (INX InForm)
to assist with stakeholder identification and analysis as well as a database of stakeholder engagement events
and key correspondence. The SRSR hasn’t been included in this SEMP as it is a live system which will
continually change. For information, the SRSR captures the following information, as a minimum:
•

Individual or group name;

•

Contact details;

•

Description of stakeholder’s interest in site; and

•

Measures implemented to maintain cohesion with stakeholder.

The Stakeholder Register is a live system which is continually updated.
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Figure 3-1: Site and Stakeholder Location Plan
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4

Stakeholder Engagement and Consultation Process

4.1 Guiding Principles
Stakeholder engagement and consultation by Tellus is guided by the International Association for Public
Participation (IAP2, 2004). The core values and ethics for stakeholder engagement are outlined in Table 4-1.
and aligns with the Corporate Stakeholder Engagement Management Plan.
Table 4-1 IAP2 core values and ethics for public consultation used for stakeholder engagement
Inform

Stakeholder
participation
goal

To provide the
stakeholder with
balanced and
objective information
to assist them in
understanding the
problem,
alternatives,
opportunities and/or
solutions

Consult

Involve

Collaborate

Empower

To obtain
stakeholder
feedback on
analysis,
alternatives and/or
decisions.

To work directly with
the stakeholder
throughout the
process to ensure
that stakeholder
concerns and
aspirations are
consistently
understood and
considered

To partner with the
stakeholder in each
aspect of the
decision including
the development of
alternatives and the
identification of the
preferred solution.

To place final
decision making
in the hands of
the stakeholder.

We will look to you
for advice and
innovation in
formulating
solutions and
incorporate your
advice and
recommendations
into the decisions to
the maximum
extent possible.

We will
implement what
you decide.

Increasing impact on the decision

Promise to
the
stakeholder

We will keep you
informed.

We will keep you
informed, listen to
and acknowledge
concerns and
aspirations, and
provide feedback
on how stakeholder
input influenced the
decision.

We will work with you
to ensure that your
concerns and
aspirations are
directly reflected in
the alternatives
developed and
provide feedback on
how stakeholder
input influenced the
decision.

4.2 Level of Engagement
An example of key stakeholders is identified and categorised below with an indication of their interest and
influence over the Facility and the recommended engagement level according to Table 4-1. As stakeholder
engagement is ongoing, the below has been provided as a guide and the ‘current’ level of stakeholder
engagement classification for each registered stakeholder is provided in the register.
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Table 4-2 Stakeholder Level of Engagement – Guide
Stakeholder

Group

Interest / Influence

Level of Engagement

High / High

Collaborate to Empower

High / Medium

Consult

Medium / Medium

Inform

Australian Nuclear Science and
Technology Organisation (ANSTO)
Government – Federal
Department of Agriculture, Water and
Environmental Regulation (DAWE)
Department of Water and
Environmental Regulation (DWER)
Department of Mines, Industry
Regulation and Safety (DMIRS)
Government – WA

Radiation Health Unit
Department of Planning, Lands and
Heritage (DPLH)
Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA)
Shire of Coolgardie
Shire of Yilgarn and City of KalgoorlieBoulder
Local businesses in Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie

Local Government

Non-government

Media
Local Indigenous groups and
Traditional Owners
Community
Local communities (e.g. Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie, Southern Cross)

4.3 Information and Communication Pathways
There many information and communication pathways available which will be used to keep stakeholders
informed. Examples are listed in Table 4-3.
The type of information and communication pathway/s chosen will be determined on a case by case basis
and considerate of the stakeholder interests and values as well as the purpose for the communication.
The following contact pathways are listed on the Tellus website:
•
•
•

Sandy Ridge Site Administration: 0438 452 889.
Sandy Ridge Site Emergency Services: 0438 353 387.
Enquiries email address info@tellusholdings.com
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5

Stakeholder Complaints
All stakeholder complaints received by Tellus will be responded to.
As per Condition 29 of DWER License L9240/2020/1
The Licence Holder must record the following information in relation to complaints received by the
licence holder (whether received directly from a complainant or forwarded to them by the Department
[DWER] or another party) about any alleged emissions from the premises:
(a) the name and contact details of the complainant, (if provided);
(b) the time and date of the complaint;
(c) the complete details of the complaint and any other concerns or other issues raised; and
(d) the complete details and dates of any action taken by the licence holder to investigate or
respond to any complaint.
Complaints are entered into INX InForm Communications database online form as a minimum. If the
communication relates to an incident or impact it will be investigated and the investigation process, findings
and resolutions formally logged via INX InControl. Personal information of the complainant will not be
released. Each complaint is assigned a unique reference number in INX InForm and the records are retained
permanently.
It is the responsibility of the Sandy Ridge Administrator to record community complaints/enquiries received
via the above number and for the Facility Manager (or delegate) to:
•
•
•
•

Investigate the nature of the complaint;
Inform the COO of the complaint;
Record the findings of the investigation;
If the complaint is verified, record incident in InControl.

Complaints will be followed up by the Facility Manager or suitable delegate as soon as the outcomes of the
investigation have been completed and no more than 24 hours after the complaint was received, if contact
details have been provided.
INX InForm Communications is the Facility’s community register. The IT/systems role shall ensure that
relevant staff are trained and competent in the use of INX InForm Communications as the central repository
for complaints relating to Facility activities. Figure 2 shows the complaints handling process.
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Figure 5-1: Sandy Ridge complaints handling process

5.1 Dispute resolution
Tellus will endeavour to address the complainant’s concerns; however, in situations where this is not
possible Tellus may seek independent advice on how to resolve the issue.
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6

Compliance and Reporting
As per Condition 29 of DWER License L9240/2020/1 (detailed in Section 5), Tellus is required to maintain
records of complaints. Compliance with this requirement will be audited annually and reported in the
L9240/2020/1 Annual Environmental Report (AER) submitted to DWER and available to the public.

6—14
Sandy Ridge Stakeholder Engagement Management Plan | Version Date: 1/07/2021

7

Documented Information

7.1 Document Review
This SEMP will be formally reviewed at least annually. The review process will be managed by the
Environment Manager .

7.2 Document control
Key Documents

Document No.

Document Name

TEL-04.101

Control of Documented Information Procedure

TEL-04.102

Management Standards Document Control

This SEMP will follow the requirements of the above Corporate documents available in Company-wide
Management Standard 04 - Documented Information.

7.3 Records management
A copy of any document that includes stakeholder data or records will be kept and maintained to
demonstrate compliance with this SEMP and other legal obligations.
The Environment Manager (WA) is responsible for management of environmental records.
Environmental related documented information (i.e. records) must be maintained in at least one of the
following online platforms:
INX

Compliance - Obligations, stakeholder and issues management

SharePoint

Tellus’ principal company-wide cloud-based document management system.
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GEDC Reference:

21/344

27 May 2021
Mr Slade Greenaway
GM – Sales & Business Development
Tellus Holdings
Level 29, Exchange Tower, 2 The Esplanade
Perth, WA, 6000

Dear Mr Greenaway,
SUBJECT: SANDY RIDGE FACILITY UPDATE AND PLANS TO ALIGN LICENCE
CAPACITIES
Thank you for your email and associated documentation, dated May 12, 2021, regarding
Tellus Holdings Ltd’s Sandy Ridge Facility and the proposal to align the Facility’s licence
capacities.
The Goldfield-Esperance Development Commission (GEDC) appreciates the update on
operations at Tellus’ Sandy Ridge Facility and welcomes initiatives to optimise the Facility’s
capabilities. The Commission recognises the value of the Sandy Ridge Facility in providing
safe and effective management solutions for hazardous waste materials in the GoldfieldsEsperance region. Generally speaking, such waste management infrastructure is
important to the wider region in terms of supporting industry growth, generating new jobs
and economic opportunities, better protecting our local environment, and safeguarding
public health.
As noted in your correspondence, the State Government’s Waste Avoidance and
Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 seeks to position the State as a sustainable, low-waste
circular economy through a number of objectives, including greater value and resource
recovery from waste and the protection of the environment by managing waste
responsibly. Western Australia’s regions clearly have a key role to play in meeting the
objectives and targets outlined in the Strategy and ensuring that waste disposal is soundly
managed for the benefit of current and future generations.
The GEDC is supportive of Tellus’ ongoing investment in delivering fit-for-purpose waste
management solutions and the associated potential economic and environmental benefits.
The creation of additional long-term regional jobs and long-term contract opportunities
strongly aligns with the Commission’s Local Content priorities.
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Any expansion of waste management capabilities or significant changes to operations will
require the support of local and regional communities. The GEDC believes that a
comprehensive community consultation process will be integral to ensuring the ongoing
growth and success of Tellus’ Sandy Ridge Facility. Tellus’ stated commitment to open,
transparent, and collaborative engagement is welcome.
In relation to the proposed requested change to the conditions outlined in MS1078 (June
27, 2018), the GEDC is not in a position to provide specific comment on such
environmental implementation conditions. The GEDC recommends regular and
constructive engagement with the relevant regulatory authorities to maximise the
opportunities for success while ensuring the highest environmental standards are
maintained.
Once again, I thank you for providing an update on the Sandy Ridge Facility. Tellus’
ongoing investment in the Goldfields-Esperance region is to be commended.
If you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me on
(08) 9080 5002 or email kris.starcevich@gedc.wa.gov.au.
Yours sincerely

Kris Starcevich
Chief Executive Officer
Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission

