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Disclaimers 

The analysis and recommendations contained within this report are based on information made 
available at the time of its preparation. The authors can take no responsibility for omissions and/or 
inconsistencies that may result from information becoming available subsequent to the report’s 
completion. 
 
This report offers independent heritage advice and recommendations to assist Golden Spur 
Resources Limited. This advice is based on the authors’ own opinions, interpretations, knowledge 
and experience of the Aboriginal heritage system in WA and does not constitute legal advice. 
 

AHA Logic Personnel  

Aaron Rayner and Dr Kathryn Przywolnik conducted the field work exercise and prepared this report 
for Golden Spur Resources Ltd. Aaron spent five years as the Chief Heritage Officer and Deputy 
Director General at the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Western Australia. Kathryn Przywolnik is 
the former Registrar of Aboriginal Sites (seven years) and holds a PhD in archaeology, specialising 
in Aboriginal heritage. Both Aaron and Kathryn have significant experience and expert understanding 
of the Aboriginal heritage regulatory framework in WA. 
 
 

Glossary of Terms 

 
ACMC    Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee 
AH Act    Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 
CDNTS   Central Desert Native Title Service 
Company   Golden Spur Resources Limited 
DAA    Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
Minister   Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
NT Act    Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) 
Project    Bellevue Gold Project, tenements M36/24 and M36/25 
Register   Register of Aboriginal Sites 
Registrar   Registrar of Aboriginal Sites 
s18    Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (WA) 
Traditional Owners  Tjiwarl Native Title Claimants 
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Executive Summary 
 
Golden Spur Resources Limited (the Company) holds tenements (mining leases M36/24 and 
M36/25) that form the Bellevue Gold Project (the Project). The Project area is located approximately 
42km north of Leinster in the eastern Goldfields region of WA. 
 
The Project is currently in Care and Maintenance mode and has been since 2012. The Company 
acquired the tenements in 2014, and intends undertaking further exploration activity to inform 
recommencement of mining operations.  
 
The Project area has been extensively and thoroughly surveyed for Aboriginal sites in relation to 
previous land use activity, including mining, road construction and installation of services. The 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA) is aware of more than 25 Aboriginal heritage surveys, and 
there are 10 Aboriginal sites and 17 lodged Aboriginal places known to exist within or close to the 
tenements that comprise the Project area. 
 
Since acquiring the tenements in 2015, the Company has sought to engage with Traditional Owners 
(Tjiwarl native title claimants) through their representative Central Desert Native Title Services 
(CDNTS). The Company and CDNTS do not agree on the terms and content of the exploration deed 
proposed by CDNTS, and while negotiation continues access to the Tjiwarl Traditional Owners is 
limited. Offers to meet, discuss and progress Aboriginal heritage matters with Traditional Owners 
been made by the Company since 2015 with little progress. 
 
To best manage its compliance obligations under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972, the Company 
intends to seek section 18 consent from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs prior to commencing 
exploration and mining activity on tenements M36/24 and M36/25. To satisfy the information 
requirements of the DAA and the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee, AHA Logic has undertaken 
on-ground field inspection of the known Aboriginal sites and lodged places and prepared this report 
on the current condition of those places.  
 
The Traditional Owners through CDNTS were invited to participate in the field inspection in 
December 2016 and again in January 2017. The field inspection was undertaken on 23 – 27 January 
2017 by AHA Logic personnel without participation from the Traditional Owners. The objectives of 
the field inspection were to: 
 

 verify the existence of previously recorded sites and places; 

 accurately record the precise location of each verified site; and 

 report on the physical condition of each site. 
 
The on-ground field inspection, of the 10 Aboriginal sites and 17 lodged places found that: 
 

 14 could be readily located or partly located; 

 6 could not be located; 

 4 appear to be duplicates of already reported heritage locations; 

 1 could not be accessed; and 

 2 are located outside of the Project area. 
 
Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that the Company: 
 

 seek the Minister’s consent under s18 of the AH Act prior to commencing ground disturbing 
(exploration and mining) activity in the tenements M36/24 and M36/25; 
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 submit a s18 notice to the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites seeking consent for DAA 452, DAA 
453, DAA 454, DAA 459, DAA 460, DAA 461, DAA 462, DAA 464, DAA 473, DAA 507, DAA 
819, DAA 823, DAA 831, DAA 832, DAA 1200, DAA 1301, DAA 1304, DAA 2698, DAA 
19965, DAA 21865, DAA 22183 and DAA 22276; and, 
 

 make a recommendation within the s18 notice that the Minister, in granting consent, apply a 
condition that DAA 833, DAA 1295, and DAA 1377 be avoided and preserved. 
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Introduction 

Background 

Golden Spur Resources Limited (the Company) holds a number of tenements (three mining leases, 
M36/24, M36/25 and M36/299, and one exploration licence, E36/535) in the eastern Goldfields 
region of WA. Two tenements, M36/24 and M36/25 comprise the Bellevue Gold Project (the Project) 
for the purposes of this report. The Project is currently in Care and Maintenance mode and has been 
since 2012. The Company acquired the tenements in 2014, and intends undertaking further 
exploration activity with the view to recommencing mining operations.  
 
The Project area has been subject to substantial mining activity since the 1890s, and is part of the 
larger historic Sir Samuel mining region. Several mine pits already exist in tenements M36/24 and 
M36/25, primarily dating to the 1980s and 1990s, although most mine infrastructure appears to have 
been removed and the tenements have been partially rehabilitated.  
 
Mining leases M36/24, M36/25 and M36/299 are granted, and the Company is not required to enter 
into any further processes under the Native Title Act 1993 (NT Act) prior to undertaking mining 
activity in those tenements. The Company is however required to satisfy the obligations of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (AH Act) before commencing ground disturbing activity. 

Scope of engagement 

The Company engaged AHA Logic to undertake a field inspection exercise and prepare a document 
reporting on the current condition of the previously identified Aboriginal sites and lodged places.  
 
The Company’s objectives are to ensure its intended exploration and mining activity: 

 is compliant with the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (AH Act). 
 
The Project area has been subject to Aboriginal heritage survey on more than 30 occasions, and 
Aboriginal sites have been identified in and around the already mined areas. The Company intends 
to seek s18 consent from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs pursuant to the AH Act prior to using land 
where Aboriginal sites are known to exist.  
 
This report details the results of a field inspection exercise undertaken to locate existing Aboriginal 
sites and lodged places, and report on the condition of those locations to inform planning for future 
exploration and mining activity, identify any constraints presented through the presence of Aboriginal 
sites (consistent with the AH Act) and support the Company’s future application for s18 consent. 

Land area 

The Bellevue Gold Project (the Project) area includes tenements M36/24, M36/25, M36/299 and 
E36/535 which were acquired from Xstrata Nickel Australasia Operations Pty Ltd by Golden Spur 
Resources Pty Ltd in September 2014. The Company’s intended exploration and mining activity for 
the purposes of the future s18 notice and this report are confined to granted tenements M36/24 and 
M36/25. 
 
The Project area is located 43.2km by road north-north-west of Leinster and 404km north of the 
regional centre of Kalgoorlie in the Eastern Goldfields Region of Western Australia. The Kalgoorlie 
to Wiluna Road passes through the western portion of the Project area tenements. The Project area 
falls within the Yakabindie Station Pastoral Lease which is held by BHPB Nickel West although the 
main mining tenements have been excised from the pastoral station.  
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Regulatory Framework 

STATE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE LEGISLATION  
 
The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (the AH Act) is the primary legislation for protecting all Aboriginal 
heritage sites of significance in Western Australia whether they are known or unknown. Section 5 
defines the places the Act protects. The legislative regime is expansive as it protects both cultural 
material places and sacred sites of importance and significance. 
 
Section 5 of the AH Act applies to: 
 

(a) Any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal descent have, 
or appeared to have, left any object, natural or artificial, used for, or made or adapted 
for use for, any purpose connected with traditional cultural life of the Aboriginal 
people, past or present; 

(b) Any sacred, ritual or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special significance 
to persons of Aboriginal descent; 

(c) Any place which, in the opinion of the Committee, is or was associated with the 
Aboriginal people and which is of historical, anthropological, archaeological or 
ethnographical interest and should be preserved because of its importance and 
significance to the cultural heritage of the State; and 

(d) Any place where objects to which this Act applies are traditionally stored, or to which, 
under the provisions of this Act, such objects have been taken or remove. 

 
Section 17 of the AH Act provides that it is a criminal offence to excavate, destroy, damage, conceal 
or in any way alter any Aboriginal site.  
 
Section 18 of the AH Act provides the only means whereby a land owner can use land where an 
Aboriginal site might exist, and where a site can be altered or damaged in any way without the activity 
being an offence. 
 
Section 62 provides that it is a defence if the charged person did not know and could not reasonably 
be expected to have known, that the place or object to which the charge relates was a place or object 
to which the Act applies. 
 

STATE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE P OLICY  
 
The State’s Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Guidelines contain a risk matrix designed to assist land 
users determine risk of damage to an Aboriginal heritage site and appropriate course of action to 
mitigate that risk. Land users are encouraged by the State to determine risk of damage to Aboriginal 
heritage sites by using the Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Guidelines, and taking appropriate action 
to obtain further information where appropriate. 
 
A number of Aboriginal sites and lodged places have been identified in the vicinity of the Bellevue 
Gold Project area through previously undertaken heritage surveys. The Company’s intention to 
conduct exploration and mining activity in the area, although extensively disturbed in many areas, is 
classified as high risk. 
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Background information 

Existing Aboriginal heritage information 

The Project area has been surveyed for Aboriginal sites more than 30 times since the 1970s, and 
the survey information captured in the DAA’s Aboriginal Heritage Information System (AHIS) 
demonstrates the multiple overlapping surveys that have taken place (see Figure 1). More than 25 
reports on survey findings can be found in the AHIS, and sections of the Project area have been 
subject to on ground heritage investigation on several occasions for different land use purposes, 
including road construction, installation of services and mining activity. 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Aboriginal heritage surveys reported in the area of the Golden Spur Gold Project tenements 

 
Resulting from the numerous heritage surveys, there are 10 Aboriginal sites entered in the Register 
of Aboriginal Sites (the Register) that appear on the AHIS within the Project area. Another 17 places 
are “lodged”, and await formal assessment before entry in the Register by the Registrar of Aboriginal 
Sites.  
 
Most of the Aboriginal sites and lodged places were reported in the late 1980s and early 1990s, and 
were recorded as part of surveys undertaken for mining activity and other land use activity such as 
road construction. Due to the elderly nature of the information, the information maintained on the 
Register is unfortunately unreliable and in part inaccurate. The publicly available spatial information 
provided by the AHIS presents a mass of overlapping site boundaries, can be seen in Figure 2. 
Making sense of the overlapping sites is limited by the presence of “closed” sites, for which the public 
spatial information is dithered by use of large boundaries. 
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Figure 2: Aboriginal sites and lodged places in the area of the Golden Spur Gold Project tenements 

 
Closer review of all available heritage information and on-ground field inspection would be required 
to more clearly identify: 
 

 the accurate location of existing Aboriginal sites and lodged places, 

 where duplication has occurred, 

 which Aboriginal sites and lodged places would be affected by the Company’s intended 
exploration and mining activity, 

 the current condition of the existing Aboriginal sites and lodged places. 
 

Land use history 

The Bellevue Gold Project (the Project) is situated in the midst of a section of the eastern Goldfields 
that is highly prospective for gold, and numerous gold mines are located in the broader area. The 
Project area has since the late 1890s been a focus of gold mining activity, when Bellevue Proprietary 
Ltd was established in 1896, which operated until 1907. Since that time the Bellevue mine (also 
known historically as the Princess Margaret) has been mined by a number of operators, and the 
Project area contains five open mine pits (Bellevue, Paris, Westralia, Henderson and Vanguard). 
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Mine operations in the Project area has also involved underground and shaft mining. The most active 
period of mining in the Project area was during the late 1980 and 1990s, when most ground 
disturbance and extraction occurred. A map of exploration activity undertaken prior to Company’s 
acquisition of the tenements (Appendix 1) illustrates the extent to which the Project area has been 
subject to extensive ground disturbance. Photographs that characterise the current land condition of 
the Project area are provided in Appendix 3. 
 
Changing commercial conditions saw mining effectively cease in the Bellevue area in 2005, although 
mining activity in the neighbouring tenements meant the Bellevue tenements continued to be used 
for access and dewatering purposes. In 2012 the Bellevue mine was placed into Care and 
Maintenance by its then owners Xstrata Nickel Australasia Operations Pty Ltd. Since that time, most 
mine and dewatering infrastructure has been removed or decommissioned. The mine operations 
area has been partly rehabilitated in several locations, and the mine pits, tailings and retention areas 
remain. 
 
The Project area has also been subject to previous land use additional to mining activity. The 
tenements are within Yakabindie Pastoral Station, which continues to operate and current runs 1200 
head of cattle. Pastoral infrastructure, such as fences and vehicle tracks, is found throughout the 
tenements. 
 
The Goldfields Highway runs through the Project area tenements and dissects Lake Miranda on a 
roughly north-south orientation. The highway was upgraded recently, and high voltage power lines 
accompany the highway in the vicinity of for most of the Project area, and over Lake Miranda. 
 
The Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA) confirmed that at least three section 18 consents have 
been granted within the tenements of the Project area previously, which are summarised below: 
 

 1994 – Main Roads Western Australia, road resurfacing Leinster to Yakabindie (file 
number 94/099); 

 

 1994 – Bellevue Gold Project Pty Ltd, exploration activity on Long Island, Lake 
Miranda Mineral Lease M36/25 (file number 93/030); and 

 

 2003 – Telstra, Fibre Optic Cable installation (file number 2003/0979). 
 
It is likely that other s18 consents have been granted for similar purposes in and surrounding the 
Project area that remain to be located in the DAA archives. 
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Field Inspection and Condition Report 

Engagement with Tjiwarl native title claimants and the Central Desert Native Title 
Service 

The Project area is within the boundaries of the Tjiwarl registered native title claim (WC2011/007) 
(see Figure 3). The northern portion of tenement E36/535 is also within the Tjiwarl #2 unregistered 
native title claim (WC2015/002). Tjiwarl claimants (Traditional Owners) have had a long association 
with Aboriginal heritage site identification in the Project area, and been involved in the recording and 
documentation of sites and cultural information since at least the 1980s. 
 

 
 
Figure 3: Tjiwarl and Tjiwarl #2 native title claims in relation to tenements M36/24, M36/25, M36/299 and E36/535 

 
The Company since commencing acquisition of the tenements in 2014 has been seeking 
engagement with Tradition Owners through their representative Central Desert Native Title Service 
(CDNTS). The Company has since April 2016 sought through CDNTS to meet with the Traditional 
Owners to discuss the proposed project and seek input on Aboriginal heritage matters, however to 
date a meeting has not occurred. The exploration and prospecting deed of agreement presented by 
CDNTS is unsuitably onerous and does not reasonably reflect the regulatory requirements, and 
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negotiation by the Company with CDNTS to reach a more reasonable agreement has been 
unsuccessful. 
 
While agreement with CDNTS regarding the proposed deed is unresolved, access to Traditional 
Owners regarding Aboriginal heritage in the granted tenements has been stalled. The Company has 
extended invitations to the Traditional Owners to undertake on-ground consultation, and to meet to 
discuss the project and Aboriginal heritage matters further, most recently in December 2016 and 
January 2017. Offers have not been accepted to date.  
 
The Company is not willing to have its intended projected delayed indefinitely, and is seeking to 
make an application under s18 of the AH Act to progress its exploration and mining program. The 
Company will continue to seek engagement with the Traditional Owners and CDNTS. 
 

Methodology 

The on-ground field inspection was undertaken 23 – 27 January 2017, by representatives from AHA 
Logic. An invitation to participate in the field inspection was provided to the Traditional Owners 
through Central Desert Native Title Service (CDNTS) in December 2016. The CDNTS declined to 
participate.  
 
The tenements of the Bellevue Gold Project area have been extensively and thoroughly surveyed 
for Aboriginal sites during the previous thirty years. There are 10 Aboriginal sites and 17 lodged 
Aboriginal places known to the DAA in the Project area, and more than 25 heritage reports providing 
information about the sites and places. The translation between the site and place information and 
the DAA’s Register of Aboriginal Sites is however confusing and complex, and on closer review it 
appeared the mapping of sites featured inaccuracies and duplications. 
 
The objective of the field inspection is to locate and report on the condition of the known Aboriginal 
sites and lodged places, acknowledging that the occurrence and nature of sacred and archaeological 
sites has already been thoroughly addressed through previous survey activity, and that the Project 
area has already been extensively modified through previous land use. The Aboriginal heritage 
information documented in the extensive archive of reports is thorough and exhaustive. 
 
The locations of the Aboriginal sites and lodged places were sourced from the DAA’s AHIS and the 
Aboriginal heritage reports available to the Company. Review of the heritage reports allowed grid 
references and descriptions of locations relative to topographic features and each other to be 
compiled and compared. Where exact grid references could not be obtained, an estimate of the 
location could be constructed from descriptions and relevance to topographic or built features. Some 
Aboriginal sites, such as DAA 1301 and DAA 2698, cover a vast area of land and as such cannot be 
“pinpointed” in the way that other sites specific to a particular feature can.  
 
The methodology used to meet the objectives of the engagement brief is as follows: 
 

 Vehicle and pedestrian navigation to the known or estimated location of each Aboriginal site 
and lodged place; 

 Pedestrian inspection of Aboriginal sites and lodged places, and inspection of surrounding 
area to a 200m radius extent; and 

 Pedestrian inspection of mine pits and proposed drill locations for occurrence of Aboriginal 
objects. 

 
The overall absence of grasses in the area meant the ground surface was readily visible in all areas 
inspected, and field conditions for Aboriginal object and site identification were optimal.  
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Findings of field inspection 

The results detailed below are also summarised in a table, refer Appendix 2. 
 
The primary observations are a high degree of disturbance is evident north of Lake Miranda, 
especially in and around the existing mine pits. The area has been extensively graded and modified. 
 
It is observed that the Aboriginal sites and lodged places broadly fall into three key heritage features, 
which are: 
 

 Long Island and the northern shore of Lake Miranda, where most sacred sites have been 
identified (and are largely associated with the Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative); 

 

 Small number of pre- historic period campsites where Aboriginal people have utilised the 
various economic resources available in the area, in particular outcropping quartz and fresh 
water soaks; and, 

 

 Historic period fringe camps north of the lake, associated with early mining activity from the 
1890s to the 1940s, found in the central and western portions of the Project area, particularly 
in the immediate surrounds of the historic battery. 

 
Of the 10 Aboriginal sites and 17 lodged places: 
 

 14 could be readily located or partly located from the available information; 

 6 could not be located; 

 4 appear to be duplicates of already reported heritage locations; 

 1 could not be accessed; and 

 2 are located outside of the Project area. 
 
Table 1 below summarises the findings. Details of the findings are found in the section below and as 
a summary in Appendix 2. 
 

Condition DAA identification number 

Located or partly located 454, 459, 464, 473, 819, 823, 833, 1200, 1295, 1301, 
1304, 1377, 2698, 21865 

Not located 460, 452, 461, 462, 507, 832 

Duplicate 453, 831, 19965, 22276 

Not located in Project area 1376, 22277 

Table 1: Summary of findings 

 
In addition, more accurate and contemporary spatial information was recorded for several sites and 
lodged places where the actual location different to the archival location information. In total, more 
accurate spatial information was recorded for six Aboriginal sites (DAA 464, 823, 1200, 1295, 1304 
and 1377) and six lodged places (DAA 454, 459, 473, 819, 833 and 21865). The new spatial 
information is shown in Appendix 1 Maps. 
 
Photographs of the Aboriginal sites listed below can be found in Appendix 3. 
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Aboriginal sites entered on the Register 

DAA  460  MOTHER ’S CAMP  
Historical 
 
Existing information: DAA 460 is a small campsite where the mother of an informant was reported to 
have camped. The location was reported to contain cultural material and rusting metal frames of 
structures.  
 
Current condition: The geographic location provided for DAA 460 was visited, and an area of 
approximately 200m radius was inspected. The general area is scattered with broken bottle glass 
and rusted metal, that is ubiquitous all over the Project area. No features resembling a “camp” as 
described could be identified.  
 

DAA  464  KATATJUNU  
Ceremonial, Mythological  
 
Existing information: DAA 464 appears to be an estuary-like channel formation northwest of Long 
Island and east of the mining operations area of the Project. Katatjunu is associated with the broader 
Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative of the Lake Miranda area. The closed site boundary 
is presented as a large polygon that covers a substantial area of land. 
 
Current condition: The estuary feature north of Lake Miranda and south east of the mine operations 
area was located. There are no visible signs of modification or use of the estuary by Aboriginal 
people in the past. The estuary is lightly vegetated on both sides with samphire and low shrubs, and 
the lake surface was dry at the time of the field inspection. The bed of the lake is marked with vehicle 
tracks and pegs. 
 

DAA  823  NGUNAN  
Artefacts / Scatter, Ceremonial, Human-Made Structure, Mythological 
 
Existing information: DAA 823 is a sand dune on the north shore of Lake Miranda, located west of 
the DAA 464 estuary formation. Further west approximately 100m are upright stone markers, which 
appear to be part of this site.  
 
Current condition: The white sand dune was located as described, but located slightly further west 
than the description suggests. In several locations on and near the dune are the remains of past 
exploration activity, in the form of mounds of sand, tracks and shallow pits. On and around the dune 
can be seen scatters of quartz flaking debris found in patches where quartz outcrops. The scatters 
of quartz debris are low in density, and co-occur with naturally occurring unmodified quartz pebbles 
and outcrops. There was no sign of upright stones to the west of the white dune that could be clearly 
attributed to human installation. It may be that the upright stones were removed at some point in the 
intervening years, or are no longer in an upright position.  
 

DAA  1200  LAKE M IRANDA NORTH  
Artefacts / Scatter, Quarry 
 
Existing information: A moderately dense scatter of stone artefacts made from white quartz, which 
also outcrops in the area. The original recording estimates more than 1000 artefacts at this location. 
The site is situated on and about a sand dune at the northern edge of Lake Miranda. The recorded 
assemblage includes flakes and cores of locally occurring quartz, and was assessed as being of low 
significance, owing to the ubiquitous, un-stratified and eroded nature of the site. DAA 1200 was 
reported in 2000 to be considerably disturbed by vehicle tracks. 
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Current condition: A large artefact scatter was located primarily as described, although located 
slightly east of given location. The scatter occurs on a calcrete substrate, and centres on outcropping 
quartz. The scatter is dense in parts, but discontinuous across the quartz outcrop. The range of stone 
artefacts within the scatter is small, limited to cores, primary flakes and flaking debris. No formal 
tools or grinding material were observed in the site. 
 

DAA  1295  MATINTJITI  
Artefacts / Scatter, Ceremonial, Mythological    
 
Existing information: This Aboriginal site appears to relate to black rocks east of the red sand dune 
(DAA 1377) on Long Island, immediately north of the limestone blowholes (DAA 1304) and extending 
to the peninsular eastern end of the island. The black rocks are associated with the broader Carpet 
Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative and represent snake bile or excreta.  
 
Current condition: The eastern most end of Long Island features black rocks which are undisturbed 
and appear to be intact, outcropping from the upper surface of Long Island and projecting out north 
and eastward into the lake bed. The black rocks are very distinctive and visible from some distance 
away and from the lake shore. The black rocks are scattered with occasional artefactual quartz, 
generally primary flakes and flaking debris. There is very little build-up of cultural deposit amongst 
the outcropping black rock. 
 

DAA  1301  LAKE M IRANDA (KATAW ILI) 
Ceremonial, Mythological, Plant Resource 
 
Existing information: DAA 1301 appears to be the registration of a plant known to Traditional Owners 
as katawili, a cactus like plant found on the banks and possibly the bed of the lake. DAA 1301 covers 
the whole of Lake Miranda.  
 
Current condition: The cactus like katawili plant occurs in parts of the Lake Miranda area, particularly 
on the islands and shores. The plant can be found in the Project area around the margins of the 
lake, but was not observed in the lake bed. 
 

DAA  1304  INGKATALA  
Artefacts / Scatter, Ceremonial, Human-Made Structure, Repository / Cache, Skeletal Material / 
Burial, Camp  
 
Existing information: The publicly available spatial extent of DAA 1304 is very large and covers most 
of the Project area. The actual Aboriginal site that DAA 1304 relates to however is unclear. It appears 
the original recording of DAA 1304 in 1991 describes limestone “blowholes” (seven solution holes) 
on Long Island. The “blowholes” represent the location where the snakes emerged from the ground 
after hiding from Tjinkina the dragonfly. However, DAA 1304 also appears to refer to a collection of 
cultural material places and corroboree grounds located much further north of the “blowholes”, 
associated with “station times” historic occupation by Aboriginal people. The Aboriginal people 
camping in the location, from the late 1800s to c1940s congregated in fringe camps between and 
around the Public State Battery in the south and the Sir Samuel settlement in the north. There are a 
range of heritage features reported in area, including a burial (although no evidence can be 
identified), occupational structures (mia mias) and locations where sacra (boards and implements) 
had been cached (sacred items have since been removed and relocated). A recording of the place 
in 1993 describes the spread of fringe camps and artefactual material stretching 2km, to a width of 
800m, which appears to explain the large extent of DAA 1304.  
 
Current condition: It was found during the field inspection that Long Island is situated on a calcrete 
ridge, and there are numerous solution pipes on the island. It appears the “blowholes” mentioned in 
the original reporting are these calcrete solution pipes (it should be noted there that solution pipes 
are also found where ever calcrete occurs on the shores and inland of Lake Miranda). 
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The second part of DAA 1304, which relates to the historic fringe camps, was also inspected. The 
entire area between the highway to the west and the mine pits and tailings to the east has been 
extensively graded. The remains of what is presumed to be the Government Battery are easily 
identifiable, although in a ruinous state. The battery remains are fenced and inaccessible. The 
ground surface grading has removed all trace of the golf course that was reported to have been 
constructed in the area. Visible all over this area are the highly fragmented remains of historic litter 
and debris, most commonly broken bottle glass and rusted metal. The broken bottle glass is very 
fragmented and scattered throughout the western margin of the mine area. The previous land use 
and grading has extensively disturbed any historic camping sites that once existed, and the 
fragmentary glass and rusted metal are all that remain. 
 

DAA  1376  YAKABINDIE S./P ILKARI KUTJ  
Mythological  
 
Existing information: DAA 1376 appears to be a red sand dune located 6km south of the Bellevue 
mine. DAA 1376 is a closed site with a large polygon that extends into the southern portion E36/535, 
but on review is outside of the Project area 
 
Current condition: DAA 1376 was not part of the field inspection, as it is not located within the Project 
area and appears to be further south west, on the western side of the Goldfields Highway. 
 

DAA  1377  YAKABINDIE S.E./YULKAPA  
Mythological  
 
Existing information: DAA 1377 appears to be a red sand dune located 2km south of Bellevue Mine 
on Long Island, a peninsular island within Lake Miranda. DAA 1377 is a distinctive and discrete sand 
dune, which is associated with the broader Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative.  
 
Current condition: The red dune is a highly visible and distinctive feature on Long Island, and can be 
seen from a considerable distance away. The dune is marked with a sign identifying the place as 
significant to the Traditional Owners, although the sign is not in good repair and has fallen over. The 
dune is intact, and although exploration activity is thought to have been undertaken in parts of Long 
Island, little evidence of disturbance is visible. Artefactual stone can be found on and around the 
dune, which is only sparsely vegetated.  
 

DAA  2698  YAKAMUNTI  A-B 
 
Mythological  
 
Existing information: DAA 2698 is the whole of Lake Miranda, identified as a mythological site 
associated with the activities ancestral beings in the Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative. 
The first observation of the Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative is generally attributed to 
Lieberman and his recording of Yiwara Tjurkurrpa Lirru Kutjarra in 1976-77. Lieberman did not 
however name the informants and knowledge holders with whom he spoke. The narrative for Lake 
Miranda given by Ms Dolly Walker in the early 1990s is a little different, and describes 3 snakes 
being hunted by the dragonfly being. The name for the sacred narrative given by Ms Walker as Iltji 
Kunia Djugulba. There are differences in the route the snakes took, the direction taken and the 
composition of the “sites” along the way. Survey work undertaken over Lake Miranda in 2012 
suggested the extent of the lake sacred site is marked by either the high water contour or the limit of 
contiguous salt bush cover. 
 
Current condition: There has been considerable disturbance of Lake Miranda through previous land 
use from historic times to more recently. Most obviously, the Goldfields Highway dissects the lake 
and is flanked by powerlines along the western side of the road reserve. There is evidence of long 
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term pastoral activity, as the network of fences and tracks on and around the lake and presence of 
cattle attest.  

Lodged places 

DAA  452  V IOLET RANGE 1 
Ceremonial 
 
Existing information: DAA 452 was first reported in a survey report in 1993. The information is limited 
to an approximate location and a description that the site is “ethnographic” and “ceremonial”. No 
other information exists, and the lodged place has not been reviewed since. Aerial photos show DAA 
452 has been subject to land clearing and road construction. 
 
Current condition: The geographic location provided for DAA 452 was visited, and an area of 
approximately 200m radius was inspected. The location is proximal to a wide and well maintained 
haul road, with what appears to be relatively undisturbed bushland on either side. No sign of any 
Aboriginal site or heritage feature was identified in the area of DAA 452. 
 

DAA  453  NUNKUNNGANIN  
Mythological 
 
Existing information: DAA 453 is located immediately south of the Bellevue Mine operation, and 
comprises a rocky outcrop at the southern end of a red dune north of Long Island. The location is on 
the landward shore of Lake Miranda. Information about DAA 453 is minimal. 
 
Current condition: DAA 453 appears to be a duplicate of DAA 833, which has a very similar 
description. 
 

DAA  454  PURUL  
Mythological 
 
Existing information: DAA 454 is described as a porphyry ridge which extends in a north westerly 
direction with a small gnamma hole at its southern end. Information about DAA 454 is minimal. 
 
Current condition: The porphyry ridge was identified, located close to but further south than the given 
location. The ridge is networked with drainage lines flowing into the lake, and movement of large 
amounts of sediment is clearly visible. The gnamma hole could not be located. 
 

DAA  459  S IR SAMUEL CAMP  
Ceremonial 
 
Existing information: DAA 459 is located northwest of the Bellevue mine operation area, close to the 
highway and Bellevue Mine golf course. The description reports the location as a camping and 
corroboree ground, presumably related to the historical fringe camps of the government battery and 
Sir Samuel settlement.  It appears DAA 459 is part of DAA 1304, however the information is minimal.  
 
Current condition: As already discussed in relation to DAA 1304, there are many scatters of broken 
bottles and rusted metal is this general area. During the field inspection, a relatively intact camping 
area was located slightly east of the mine area. The relatively intact camping place includes the 
stone foundations of what were once structures, collapsed rusted metal frames and particularly 
dense concentrations of broken and whole historic bottles. The relatively intact camping area is 
located between mine operations areas that have been graded and extensively modified. 
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DAA  461  LAKE M IRANDA INDICATOR 1 
Human-Made Structure 
 
Existing information: DAA 461 is one of two “stone indicators”, located close to each other north of 
Long Island near the shore of Lake Miranda. The recording information is minimal, but implies the 
“indicators” were placed by Aboriginal people at some time in the past and are associated with the 
Long Island and red dune sites. The mapping for DAA 461 is not accurate, and information is 
minimal. 
 
Current condition: The geographic location provided for DAA 461 was visited, and an area of 
approximately 200m radius was inspected. No sign of any identifiable “indicator stone” was identified. 
 

DAA  462  LAKE M IRANDA INDICATOR 2 
Human-Made 
 
Existing information: DAA 462 is one of two “stone indicators”, located close to each other north of 
Long Island near the shore of Lake Miranda. The recording information is minimal, but implies the 
“indicators” were placed by Aboriginal people at some time in the past and are associated with the 
Long Island and red dune sites.  
 
Current condition: The geographic location provided for DAA 462 was visited, and an area of 
approximately 200m radius was inspected. No sign of any identifiable “indicator stone” was identified. 
 

DAA  473  YULKAPA TJUNU  
Historical, Mythological, Camp  
 
Existing information: DAA 473 appears to be a water soak located 40-50m south of DAA 1377 on 
Long Island. The report gives dimension of the soak of 20mx20m. The report notes that the soak 
was once pumped by Bellevue Mine for water supply, and the remains of the pump housing were 
still evident in 1992 when the location was reported. The information is limited, and only indicates 
that the soak is associated with DAA 1377 and is mythological in nature.  
 
Current condition: The soak was readily located, identifiable by the remains of pumping infrastructure 
and the obvious pooling of water in the centre of the feature. The soak is not located south of Long 
Island, but is close to the Goldfields Highway and south of the Lake Miranda shore. The soak is 
visible from the highway, and appears to be visited frequently by cattle. 
 

DAA  507  WALTIKUTU  
Historical, Mythological 
 
Existing information: DAA 507 is reported to be a calcrete “blowhole” of mythological significance, 
with the area surrounding being a ceremonial ground. An ochre source was also thought to exist at 
the location. The report notes previous mining activity (old shafts) had disturbed the location. The 
information for DAA 507 is minimal. 
 
Current condition: The geographic location provided for DAA 507 was visited, and an area of 
approximately 200m radius was inspected. No sign of any “blowholes” or ochre at the grid reference 
provided. There is calcrete in the general area, which is not unusual in this landscape, but no solution 
pipes or depressions were visible. The general area is close to a wide haul road. 
 

DAA  819  M ITAN  
Artefacts / Scatter, Ceremonial, Mythological, Water Source 
 
Existing information: DAA 819 is a small rounded hill with several small rock overhangs along the 
ledges, located approximately 2km west of Bellevue Mine and north of Long Island. The location is 
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situated between drainage lines to the east and west, that flow to Lake Miranda to the south. The 
report states the hill and the creeks are associated and “form one site”.  The location is reported to 
contain a 500-1000 stone artefacts, most being flaked pieces and cores made using locally 
outcropping quartz. No formal tools or retouched pieces were noted. The archaeological component 
of DAA 819 (reported in 2004, some ten years after the initial recording) was assessed as low 
significance, due to the ubiquitous and dispersed nature of the cultural material.  
 
Current condition: A rounded hill is the only major topographic feature north of the northern shore of 
Lake Miranda. The hill is low, but quite large in diameter and covers a substantial area. On the 
western and northern margins are low rocky overhangs. Quartz flaking debris can be found sparsely 
scattered throughout the area, but no concentrations or significant objects such as formal tools were 
found. The rock overhangs are shallow and low, and no evidence of occupation or use by Aboriginal 
people was apparent. 
 

DAA  831  KATATJUNU  
Ceremonial, Mythological 
 
Existing information: DAA 831 appears to refer to the estuary - like feature at the northern shore of 
Lake Miranda.  
 
Current condition: DAA 831 appears to be a duplicate of DAA 464. 
 

DAA  832  MULKUTU  
Artefacts / Scatter, Ceremonial, Mythological 
 
Existing information: DAA 832 is reported to be an upright natural stone obelisk in the midst of a 
small rock outcrop, at the foot of a sand dune north of Long Island on the shore of Lake Miranda. 
DAA 832 appears to be in the middle of another lodged place DAA 453, and is noted to be distinct 
from the surrounding rock as it “manifests a different feature of the same song line”. The information 
for DAA 832 is minimal.  
 
Current condition: The geographic location provided for DAA 832 was visited, and an area of 
approximately 200m radius was inspected. No sign of an “obelisk” could be located in the area. The 
“obelisk” stone may have been removed, or is no longer upright. 
 

DAA  833  NUNKUN-NGANIN  
Ceremonial, Mythological 
 
Existing information: DAA 833 appears to be a naturally occurring pale coloured rock formation at 
the base of a sand dune, located north of Long Island.  
 
Current condition: An outcrop of naturally occurring pale coloured rock was located north of Long 
Island on the northern shore of Lake Miranda. The pale coloured rock is distinctive, and water action 
has caused an unusual pattern of erosion on the pale coloured boulders that extend in a south east 
direction into the lake bed. 
 

DAA  19965  GABBA  
Artefacts / Scatter, Ceremonial, Mythological  
 
Existing information: DAA 19965 appears to be the red sand dune located on Long Island, identified 
in 1998. DAA 19965 is associated with the Two Carpet Snake Dreaming, and the recording also 
notes a small number of stone artefacts and historical cultural material left behind by Aboriginal 
people on the crest and northern flank of the dune.  
 
Current condition: DAA 19965 appears to be a duplicate of DAA 1376. 
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DAA  21865  FRESHW ATER WELL 01 
Artefacts / Scatter, Quarry 
 
Existing information: DAA 21865 is a small scatter of flaked quartz on a low sand dune beside an 
embayment of Lake Miranda, covering an area of 7,200m2. The location consists of mainly flaked 
pieces, cores and a small number of retouched pieces and formal tools. DAA 21865 was reported to 
be of low significance, due to its ubiquitous and unremarkable nature.  
 
Current condition: The artefact scatter, dune and soak were located close to the provided location, 
on east side of estuary. DAA 21865 is located immediately south of a vehicle track on the and 
proximal to the lake shore. No formal tools or retouched pieces were identified in the area of the 
artefact scatter. 
 

DAA  22183  VANGUARD SOUTH SCATTER 1 
Artefacts / Scatter, Other: Grindstone 
 
Existing information: DAA 22183 is a small to medium sized scatter of quartz flakes, choppers and 
cores, covering an area of approximately 15,400m2. To formal or retouched tools were identified. 
The place was assessed as low significance, due to its ubiquitous, unremarkable and disturbed 
nature. DAA 22183 is accurately mapped on AHIS. DAA 22183 is immediately adjacent to an open 
pit. 
 
Current condition: The location of DAA 22183 could not be accessed as the location provided is 
within the area of an active neighbouring mine. The location is however well recorded, and visible in 
aerial photography. 
 

DAA  22276  VANGUARD SOUTH SCATTER 1 
Artefacts / Scatter, Camp 
 
Existing information: DAA 22276 appears to be a duplicate of DAA 22183. 
 

DAA  22277  V IOLET RANGE 2 
Mythological, Natural Feature   
 
Existing information: DAA 22277 appears to be the whole of the Violet Ranges, with a 1km buffer 
applied. Stated by Traditional Owners in 1991 to be of the highest degree of significance to Aboriginal 
people, to the same degree as Mecca or the Vatican. However the information available is minimal. 
 
Current condition: DAA 22277, being the whole of the Violet Ranges, is not located within the Project 
area. The range foothills commence further north of the northern-most margin of the Project 
tenements. 
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Recommendations 

Key considerations 

The Aboriginal heritage sites in the area of the Golden Spur Gold Project (the Project) relate to three 
distinct thematic groups: 
 

 Long Island and the northern shore of Lake Miranda, where most sacred sites have been 
identified (associated with the Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative); 

 A small number of pre- historic period campsites where Aboriginal people have utilised the 
various economic resources available in the area, in particular outcropping quartz and fresh 
water soaks; and, 

 Historic period fringe camps north of the lake, associated with early mining activity from the 
1890s to the 1940s, found in the central and western portions of the Project area, particularly 
in the immediate surrounds of the historic battery. 

 
Traditional Owners have been very much involved in land use planning and decision making in the 
Project area through heritage surveys and then native title processes. The archival information for 
the Project area dates back to the 1970s, with more than 30 reports that document and discuss the 
relative importance of the Aboriginal sites found around and north of Lake Miranda. The investigative 
work undertaken to properly understand Aboriginal heritage and inform decision making in this area 
has been extensive.  
 
The land in the tenements that comprise the Project area has been heavily disturbed and modified 
(by mining, pastoral activity, civil works and service installation) since the Aboriginal sites and lodged 
places were originally recorded. Indeed, there had already been a long history of mining and pastoral 
use dating back to the late 1800s before the first Aboriginal sites were documented. The most recent 
heritage surveys were undertaken in 2010-12, and no new sacred sites were identified.  
 
From this substantial body of information, there are consistent views that: 
 

 Aboriginal sacred sites on Long Island are of importance and special significance to 
Aboriginal people, in particular the red dune on Long Island (DAA 1377); 

 Aboriginal people generally maintain strong views regarding the health of the Lake Miranda 
environmental system, and in previous years have been involved in discussions regarding 
mine dewatering, salinity and water flow; and, 

 Cultural material locations (including the artefact scatters and historic camping remains) do 
not hold particular importance or significance for Aboriginal people, and disturbance by land 
use activities in these locations have been agreed previously. 

 

Areas to avoid 

It was found in the field inspection that the Aboriginal sites on Long Island, and on the northern shore 
of Lake Miranda immediately north of Long Island, are in good condition and remain relatively intact 
despite previous land use. Lake Miranda itself has been subject to considerable modification through 
previous land use.  
 
Traditional Owners throughout the archive of survey reports have identified the sacred sites on Long 
Island and the north shore of Lake Miranda as of particular importance and significance. As such, 
there is a high degree of merit and cultural benefit to facilitating preservation of the specific features 
associated with dreaming narratives and sacred beliefs that are currently in good condition. It is 
recommended the Company avoid impacts to DAA 833, DAA 1295, DAA 1377, which are specific 
and intact features associated with dreaming narratives and sacred beliefs, where ever possible. 
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Given the high degree of modification and lesser importance and significance of the remaining 
Aboriginal sites and lodged places, it appears there is lesser merit, or cultural benefit, to preserving 
the remaining Aboriginal sites and lodges places in the Project area, for the following reasons: 
 

 DAA 460, DAA 452, DAA 461, DAA 462, DAA 507 and DAA 832 could not be located; 

 DAA 453, DAA 831, DAA 19965 and DAA 22276 are duplicates of already recorded places; 
and  

 DAA 459, DAA 460, DAA 464, DAA 473, DAA 819, DAA 823, DAA 1200, DAA 1301, DAA 
1304, DAA 2698, DAA 21865 and DAA 22183 are locations that have been extensively 
modified by previous land use within the Project area, or are considered by Aboriginal people 
and or the site recorders to have minimal importance and significance. 

 

Recommended that the Company seek 
consent for: 

Recommended that the Company avoid 
impacts to: 

DAA 452, DAA 453, DAA 454, DAA 459,  
DAA 460, DAA 461, DAA 462, DAA 464,  
DAA 473, DAA 507, DAA 819, DAA 823,  
DAA 831, DAA 832, DAA 1200, DAA 1301,  
DAA 1304, DAA 2698, DAA 19965, DAA 
21865, DAA 22183, DAA 22276 

DAA 833, DAA 1295, DAA 1377 

Table 2: summary of recommendations for Aboriginal sites and lodged places 

 
DAA 1376 and DAA 22277 are not located within the Project area and are not included in Table 2. 
 

Regulatory compliance 

The Company is advised: 
 

 to seek the Minister’s consent under s18 of the AH Act prior to commencing ground 
disturbing (exploration and mining) activity in the tenements M36/24 and M36/25, 
 

 to submit a s18 notice to the Registrar of Aboriginal seeking consent for DAA 452, DAA 453, 
DAA 454, DAA 459, DAA 460, DAA 461, DAA 462, DAA 464, DAA 473, DAA 507, DAA 819, 
DAA 823, DAA 831, DAA 832, DAA 1200, DAA 1301, DAA 1304, DAA 2698, DAA 19965, 
DAA 21865, DAA 22183 and DAA 22276; and, 
 

 to recommend within the s18 notice that the Minister in granting consent apply a condition 
that DAA 833, DAA 1295, and DAA 1377 be avoided. 
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Appendix 1: Maps 
Previous and proposed exploration activity – Bellevue Mine Site 
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Proposed drill locations – Bellevue 
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Appendix 2: Summary of findings 
 

REGISTERED SITES 

DAA 
Number 

Name Type Current 
Condition 

Description Findings 

460  

(WO2262) 

Mother’s Camp Historical Not located A small campsite with a buffer radius of 25m, this is a 
place where the mother of an informant was known to 
have camped. The location was reported to contain 
cultural material and rusting metal frames of 
structures. 

No heritage features found at the location provided. 

464  

(WO2266)  

Katatjunu Ceremonial, 
Mythological 

Located, 
new spatial 
information 

DAA 464 is an estuary-like channel formation 
northwest of Long Island and immediately north of 
DAA 823. Katatjunu is associated with the broader 
Carpet Snake - Dragonfly Dreaming narrative of the 
Lake Miranda area. Information about this site is 
minimal. 

Estuary is located as described at northern margin of 
Lake Miranda, east of the mine operations area. The 
estuary feature north of Lake Miranda and south east 
of the mine operations area was located. The estuary 
is lightly vegetated on both sides with samphire and 
low shrubs, and the lake surface was dry at the time of 
the field inspection. The bed of the lake is marked with 
vehicle tracks and pegs. 

823 

 (WO2168) 

Ngunan Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Ceremonial, 
Human-
made 
Structure, 
Mythological 

Located, 
new spatial 
information 

DAA 823 is a sand dune on the north shore of Lake 
Miranda, located west of the DAA 464 estuary 
formation. Further west approximately 100m are 
upright stone markers, which appear to be part of this 
site. Information about DAA 823 is minimal. 

The white sand dune was located as described, but 
located slightly further west than the description 
suggests. On and around the dune are scatters of 
quartz flaking debris found in patches where quartz 
outcrops. The scatters of quartz debris are low in 
density, and co-occur with naturally occurring 
unmodified quartz pebbles and outcrops. There was 
no sign of upright stones to the west of the white dune 
that could be clearly attributed to human installation. It 
may be that the upright stones were removed at some 
point in the intervening years, or are no longer in an 
upright position. between 
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1200 

(WO1966) 

Lake Miranda 
North 

Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Quarry 

Located, 
new spatial 
information  

A moderately dense scatter of stone artefacts made 
from white quartz, which also outcrops in the area. The 
original recording estimates more than 1000 artefacts 
at this location. The site is situated on and about a 
sand dune at the northern edge of Lake Miranda. The 
recorded assemblage includes flakes and cores of 
locally occurring quartz, and was assessed as being of 
low significance, owing to the ubiquitous, unstratified 
and eroded nature of the site. DAA 1200 was reported 
in 2000 to be considerably disturbed by vehicle tracks. 

A large artefact scatter was located primarily as 
described, although located slightly east of given 
location. The scatter occurs on a calcrete substrate, 
and centres on outcropping quartz. The scatter is 
dense in parts, but discontinuous across the quartz 
outcrop. The range of stone artefacts within the scatter 
is small, limited to cores, primary flakes and flaking 
debris. No formal tools or grinding material were 
observed in the site. 

1295 

(WO1896)  

Matintjiti 

 

Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Ceremonial, 
Mythological 

Located, 
new spatial 
information  

DAA 1295 appears to relate to black rocks east of the 
red sand dune (DAA 1377) on Long Island, 
immediately north of the limestone blowholes (DAA 
1304) and extending to the peninsular eastern end of 
the island. The black rocks are associated with the 
broader Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming narrative 
and represent snake bile or excreta. 

The eastern most end of Long Island features black 
rocks which are undisturbed and appear to be intact. 
The black rocks are scattered with occasional 
artefactual quartz, generally primary flakes and flaking 
debris. 

1301  

(WO1902) 

Lake Miranda 
(Katawili) 

Ceremonial, 
Mythological, 
Plant 
Resource 

Located  DAA 1301 appears to be the registration of a plant 
known to Traditional Owners as katawili, a cactus like 
plant found on the banks and possibly the bed of the 
lake. DAA 1301 covers the whole of Lake Miranda. 

The plant can be seen in parts of the Lake Miranda 
area.  

1304  

(WO1905)  

Ingkatala Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Ceremonial, 
Human-
made 
Structure, 
Repository / 
Cache, 
Skeletal 
Material / 
Burial, Camp 

Partly 
located, new 
spatial 
information 

The publicly available spatial extent of DAA 1304 is 
very large and covers most of the Project area. The 
actual Aboriginal site that DAA 1304 relates to 
however is unclear. It appears the original recording of 
DAA 1304 in 1991 describes limestone “blowholes” 
(seven solution holes) on Long Island. The “blowholes” 
represent the location where the snakes emerged from 
the ground after hiding from Tjinkina the dragonfly. 
However, DAA 1304 also appears to refer to a 
collection of cultural material places and corroboree 
grounds located much further north of the “blowholes”, 
associated with “station times” historic occupation by 
Aboriginal people. The Aboriginal people camping in 

It was found during the field inspection that Long Island 
is situated on a calcrete ridge, and there are numerous 
solution pipes on the island. It appears the “blowholes” 
mentioned in the original reporting are these calcrete 
solution pipes (it should be noted there that solution 
pipes are also found where ever calcrete occurs on the 
shores and inland of Lake Miranda). 

Immediately south of the red dune on Long Island are 
several solution pipes in the calcrete, of various sizes 
and depth. Presumably these are the “blowholes” 
referred to in relation to DAA 1304. 
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the location, from the late 1800s to c1940s 
congregated in fringe camps between and around the 
Public State Battery in the south and the Sir Samuel 
settlement in the north. There are a range of heritage 
features reported in area, including a burial (although 
no evidence can be identified), occupational structures 
(mia mias) and locations where sacra (boards and 
implements) had been cached (sacred items have 
since been removed and relocated). A recording of the 
place in 1993 describes the spread of fringe camps 
and artefactual material stretching 2km, to a width of 
800m, which appears to explain the large extent of 
DAA 1304. 

The second part of DAA 1304, which relates to the 
historic fringe camps, was also inspected. The entire 
area between the highway to the west and the mine 
pits and tailings to the east has been extensively 
graded. The remains of what is presumed to be the 
Government Battery are easily identifiable, although in 
a ruinous state. The battery remains are fenced and 
inaccessible. The ground surface grading has 
removed all trace of the golf course that was reported 
to have been constructed in the area. Visible all over 
this area are the highly fragmented remains of historic 
litter and debris, most commonly broken bottle glass 
and rusted metal. The broken bottle glass is very 
fragmented and scattered throughout the western 
margin of the mine area. The previous land use and 
grading has extensively disturbed any historic camping 
sites that once existed, and the fragmentary glass and 
rusted metal are all that remain. 

1376  

(WO1818)  

Yakabindie S. / 
Pilkari Kutj. 

Mythological Outside 
Project area  

DAA 1376 appears to be a red sand dune located 6km 
south of the Bellevue mine. DAA 1376 is a closed site 
with a large polygon that extends into the southern 
portion E36/535, but on review is outside of the Project 
area. 

Not located on mining tenements, further south west. 

1377  

(WO1819)  

Yakabindie 
S.E. / Yulkapa 

Mythological Located, 
new spatial 
information 

DAA 1377 appears to be a red sand dune located 2km 
south of Bellevue Mine on Long Island, a peninsular 
island within Lake Miranda. DAA 1377 is a distinctive 
and discrete sand dune, which is associated with the 
broader Carpet Snake – Dragonfly Dreaming 
narrative. 

The red dune is a highly visible and distinctive feature 
on Long Island, and can be seen from a considerable 
distance away. The dune is marked with a sign 
identifying the place as significant to the Traditional 
Owners, although the sign is not in good repair and has 
fallen over. The dune is intact, and although 
exploration activity is thought to have been undertaken 
in parts of Long Island, little evidence of disturbance is 
visible. Artefactual stone can be found on and around 
the dune, which is only sparsely vegetated. 

2698 Yakamunti A-B Mythological Located  DAA 2698 is the whole of Lake Miranda, identified is a 
mythological site associated with the activities 

Whole of Lake Miranda. There has been considerable 
disturbance of Lake Miranda through previous land 
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(WO0509)  ancestral beings in the Carpet Snake – Dragonfly 
Dreaming narrative. Survey work undertaken over 
Lake Miranda in 2012 suggested the extent of the lake 
sacred site is marked by either the high water contour 
or the limit of contiguous salt bush cover. 

use from historic times to more recently. Most 
obviously, the Goldfields Highway dissects the lake 
and is flanked by powerlines along the western side of 
the road reserve. There is evidence of long term 
pastoral activity, as the network of fences and tracks 
on and around the lake and presence of cattle attest 
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LODGED PLACES 

DAA 
Number 

Name Type Current 
Condition 

Description Findings 

452 Violet Range 1 Ceremonial Not located DAA 452 was first reported in a survey report in 1993. 
The information is limited to an approximate location 
and a description that the site is “ethnographic” and 
“ceremonial”. No other information exists, and the 
lodged place has not been reviewed since. Aerial 
photos show DAA 452 has been subject to land 
clearing and road construction. 

The geographic location provided for DAA 452 was 
visited, and an area of approximately 200m radius 
was inspected. The location is proximal to a wide and 
well maintained haul road, with what appears to be 
relatively undisturbed bushland on either side. No 
sign of any Aboriginal site or heritage feature was 
identified in the area of DAA 452. 

453 Nunkunnganin 

 

Mythological Duplicate of 
DAA 833 

DAA 453 is located immediately south of the Bellevue 
Mine operation, and comprises a rocky outcrop at the 
southern end of a red dune north of Long Island. The 
location is on the landward shore of Lake Miranda. 
Information about DAA 453 is minimal. 

DAA 453 appears to be a duplicate of DAA 833, which 
has a very similar description. 

454  

(WO2256) 

Purul Mythological Located, 
new spatial 
information  

DAA 454 is described as a porphyry ridge which 
extends in a north westerly direction with a small 
gnamma hole at its southern end. Information about 
DAA 454 is minimal. 

 

The porphyry ridge was identified, located close to but 
further south than the given location. The ridge is 
networked with drainage lines flowing into the lake, 
and movement of large amounts of sediment is clearly 
visible. The gnamma hole could not be located. 

459 Sir Samuel 
Camp 

Ceremonial Partly 
located, 
new spatial 
information 

DAA 459 is located northwest of the Bellevue mine 
operation area, close to the highway and Bellevue 
Mine golf course. The description reports the location 
as a camping and corroboree ground, presumably 
related to the historical fringe camps of the 
government battery and Sir Samuel settlement.  It 
appears DAA 459 is part of DAA 1304, however the 
information is minimal.  

As already discussed in relation to DAA 1304, there 
are many scatters of broken bottles and rusted metal 
is this general area. During the field inspection, a 
relatively intact camping area was located slightly 
east of the mine area. The relatively intact camping 
place includes the stone foundations of what were 
once structures, collapsed rusted metal frames and 
particularly dense concentrations of broken and 
whole historic bottles. The relatively intact camping 
area is located between mine operations areas that 
have been graded and extensively modified. 
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461  

(WO2263) 

Lake Miranda 
Indicator 1 

Human-made 
Structure 

Not located DAA 461 is one of two “stone indicators”, located 
close to each other north of Long Island near the 
shore of Lake Miranda. The recording information is 
minimal, but implies the “indicators” were placed by 
Aboriginal people at some time in the past and are 
associated with the Long Island and red dune sites. 
The mapping for DAA 461 is not accurate, and 
information is minimal.  

The geographic location provided for DAA 461 was 
visited, and an area of approximately 200m radius 
was inspected. No sign of any identifiable “indicator 
stone” was identified. 

462  

(WO2264) 

Lake Miranda 
Indicator 2 

Human-made 
Structure 

Not located DAA 462 is one of two “stone indicators”, located 
close to each other north of Long Island near the 
shore of Lake Miranda. The recording information is 
minimal, but implies the “indicators” were placed by 
Aboriginal people at some time in the past and are 
associated with the Long Island and red dune sites.  

The geographic location provided for DAA 462 was 
visited, and an area of approximately 200m radius 
was inspected. No sign of any identifiable “indicator 
stone” was identified. 

473  

(WO2275)  

Yulkapa Tjunu Historical, 
Mythological, 
Camp 

Located, 
new spatial 
information  

DAA 473 appears to be a water soak located 40-50m 
south of DAA 1377 on Long Island. The report gives 
dimension of the soak of 20mx20m. The report notes 
that the soak was once pumped by Bellevue Mine for 
water supply, and the remains of the pump housing 
were still evident in 1992 when the location was 
reported. The information is limited, and only 
indicates that the soak is associated with DAA 1377 
and is mythological in nature.  

The soak was readily located, identifiable by the 
remains of pumping infrastructure and the obvious 
pooling of water in the centre of the feature. The soak 
is not located south of Long Island, but is close to the 
Goldfields Highway and south of the Lake Miranda 
shore. The soak is visible from the highway, and 
appears to be visited frequently by cattle. 

507  

(WO2253) 

Waltikutu 

 

Historical, 
Mythological 

Not located DAA 507 is reported to be a calcrete “blowhole” of 
mythological significance, with the area surrounding 
being a ceremonial ground. An ochre source was also 
thought to exist at the location. The report notes 
previous mining activity (old shafts) had disturbed the 
location. The information for DAA 507 is minimal.  

The geographic location provided for DAA 507 was 
visited, and an area of approximately 200m radius 
was inspected. No sign of any “blowholes” or ochre at 
the grid reference provided. There is calcrete in the 
general area, which is not unusual in this landscape, 
but no solution pipes or depressions were visible. The 
general area is close to a wide haul road. 

819  

(WO2164) 

Mitan Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Ceremonial, 

Located, 
new spatial 
information  

DAA 819 is a small rounded hill with several small 
rock overhangs along the ledges, located 
approximately 2km west of Bellevue Mine and north 

A rounded hill is the only major topographic feature 
north of the northern shore of Lake Miranda. The hill 
is low, but quite large in diameter and covers a 
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Mythological, 
Water Source 

of Long Island. The location is situated between 
drainage lines to the east and west, that flow to Lake 
Miranda to the south. The report states the hill and the 
creeks are associated and “form one site”.  The 
location is reported to contain a 500-1000 stone 
artefacts, most being flaked pieces and cores made 
using locally outcropping quartz. No formal tools or 
retouched pieces were noted. The archaeological 
component of DAA 819 (reported in 2004, some ten 
years after the initial recording) was assessed as low 
significance, due to the ubiquitous and dispersed 
nature of the cultural material.  

substantial area. On the western and northern 
margins are low rocky overhangs. Quartz flaking 
debris can be found sparsely scattered throughout the 
area, but no concentrations or significant objects such 
as formal tools were found. The rock overhangs are 
shallow and low, and no evidence of occupation or 
use by Aboriginal people was apparent. 

831  

(WO2176) 

Katatjunu Ceremonial, 
Mythological 

Duplicate of 
DAA 464 

DAA 831 appears to refer to the estuary -like feature 
at the northern shore of Lake Miranda. 

DAA 831 is a duplicate of DAA 464. 

832  

(WO2177) 

Mulkutu Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Ceremonial, 
Mythological 

Not located DAA 832 is reported to be an upright natural stone 
obelisk in the midst of a small rock outcrop, at the foot 
of a sand dune north of Long Island on the shore of 
Lake Miranda. DAA 832 appears to be in the middle 
of another lodged place DAA 453, and is noted to be 
distinct from the surrounding rock as it “manifests a 
different feature of the same song line”. The 
information for DAA 832 is minimal.  

The geographic location provided for DAA 832 was 
visited, and an area of approximately 200m radius 
was inspected. No sign of an “obelisk” could be 
located in the area. The “obelisk” stone may have 
been removed, or is no longer upright. 

833  

(WO2178) 

Nunkun-Nganin 

 

Ceremonial, 
Mythological 

Located, 
new spatial 
information  

DAA 833 appears to be a naturally occurring pale 
coloured rock formation at the base of a sand dune, 
located north of Long Island.  

An outcrop of naturally occurring pale coloured rock 
was located north of Long Island on the northern 
shore of Lake Miranda. The pale coloured rock is 
distinctive, and water action has caused an unusual 
pattern of erosion on the pale coloured boulders that 
extend in a south east direction into the lake bed. 

19965  

(WO2168)  

Gabba Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Ceremonial, 
Mythological 

Duplicate of 
DAA 1376 

DAA 19965 appears to be the red sand dune located 
on Long Island, identified in 1998. DAA 19965 is 
associated with the Two Carpet Snake Dreaming, and 
the recording also notes a small number of stone 
artefacts and historical cultural material left behind by 

DAA 19965 appears to be a duplicate of DAA 1376. 
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Aboriginal people on the crest and northern flank of 
the dune.  

21865 Freshwater Well 
01 

Artefacts / 
Scatter, 
Quarry 

Located, 
new spatial 
information 

DAA 21865 is a small scatter of flaked quartz on a low 
sand dune beside an embayment of Lake Miranda, 
covering an area of 7,200m2. The location consists of 
mainly flaked pieces, cores and a small number of 
retouched pieces and formal tools. DAA 21865 was 
reported to be of low significance, due to its ubiquitous 
and unremarkable nature.  

The artefact scatter, dune and soak were located 
close to the provided location, on east side of estuary. 
DAA 21865 is located immediately south of a vehicle 
track on the and proximal to the lake shore. No formal 
tools or retouched pieces were identified in the area 
of the artefact scatter. 

22183 Vanguard South 
Scatter 1 

Artefacts / 
Scatter, Other: 
Grindstone 

inaccessible DAA 22183 is a small to medium sized scatter of 
quartz flakes, choppers and cores, covering an area 
of approximately 15,400m2. To formal or retouched 
tools were identified. The place was assessed as low 
significance, due to its ubiquitous, unremarkable and 
disturbed nature. DAA 22183 is immediately adjacent 
to an open pit. 

The location of DAA 22183 could not be accessed as 
the location provided is within the area of an active 
neighbouring mine. The location is however well 
recorded, and visible in aerial photography. 

22276 Vanguard South 
Scatter 1 

Artefacts / 
Scatter, Camp 

Duplicate of 
DAA 22183 

DAA 22276 is a duplicate of DAA 22183. DAA 22276 is a duplicate of DAA 22183. 

22277 Violet Range2 Mythological, 
Natural 
Feature 

Outside 
Project area 

DAA 22277 appears to be the whole of the Violet 
Ranges, with a 1km buffer applied. Stated by 
Traditional Owners in 1991 to be of the highest 
degree of significance to Aboriginal people, to the 
same degree as Mecca or the Vatican. However the 
information available is minimal. 

DAA 22277, being the whole of the Violet Ranges, is 
not located within the Project area. The range foothills 
commence further north of the northern-most margin 
of the Project tenements. 
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Appendix 3: Plates 
 

Registered Aboriginal Sites 

 

 
 

DAA 464 looking east from the western edge of the estuary 

 

 
 

DAA 823 with remains of pumping infrastructure 
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DAA 1200 with past land use disturbance and katawili plant (DAA 1301) 

 
 

 
 

DAA 1295 black rocks in foreground looking south east over Lake Miranda 
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DAA 1304 “blowhole” in calcrete substrate 

 

 
 

DAA 1304 remains of historic camping near Bellevue mine, area has been graded 
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DAA 1377 on top of red dune looking south over Lake Miranda 
 

 
 

DAA 1377 remains of signage 
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DAA 1377 red dune on Long Island from the northern shore of Lake Miranda 
 
 

 
 

DAA 2698 Lake Miranda, pegs and vehicle tracks visible in the dry lake surface 
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Lodged Aboriginal Heritage Places 

 

 
 

DAA 454 drainage and tracks immediately north of the porphyry ridge 
 
 
 

 
 

DAA 459 remains of structure and stone foundations with scatter of broken bottle glass and rusted 
metal objects 
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DAA 459 water soak with remains of pumping infrastructure 
 
 
 

 
 

DAA 819 rounded hill with small, shallow rock overhangs behind treeline 
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DAA 819 top of rounded hill, looking east 
 

 
 

DAA 833 pale coloured rock on northern shore of Lake Miranda 
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DAA 12865 soak and cultural material location on eastern side of Lake Miranda shore  
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Bellevue Gold Project Area 

 

 
 

Bellevue Gold Project retention basin 

 

 
 

Bellevue Gold Project historic mining infrastructure and debris 
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Bellevue Gold Project mine pit 

 

 
 

Bellevue Gold Project mine pit 
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Bellevue Gold Project mine pit 

 
 

 
 

Bellevue Gold Project mine pit 
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Bellevue Gold Project mine pit 

 
 
 

 
 

Bellevue Gold Project remains of the battery 
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Bellevue Gold Project graded ground surface 

 
 

 
 
 

Bellevue Gold Project graded ground surface 
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Bellevue Gold Project tailings 

 
 
 

 


