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7.4.8.2 Other Significant Flora 

Flora may be considered of other significance if it represents a range extension, novel taxon, 
species that play a keystone role in a community, has relic status, is locally endemic, or 
represents the extent of a species range. 

The field surveys identified 18 flora species of other significance (SLR , 2025). Of these, three 
were range extensions, and six were considered to be significant for taxonomic reasons. Nine 
of these taxa were considered hybrids (Eight Acacia, one Senna) of other taxa occurring in 
the Project Area.

Two flora species of other significance were recorded within the DE one potentially novel 
taxon (Trianthema aff. oxycalyptrum) and one range extension (Portulaca digyna). These two 
species are discussed further in Table 7-8. 

For the purpose of this impact assessment, they will not be considered further.
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7.4.8.3 Introduced Flora Species 

No Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) or State Declared Pests were identified within the 
DE or the IDF. 

Eleven introduced flora taxa (weeds) were recorded from the survey areas (Table 7-9 and 
Figure 7-7) and were generally recorded from drainage landforms. Of these, *Opuntia ?stricta 
(Common Prickly pear) is listed as a Weed of National Signifcaiance and a Declared Pest, 
under the Western Australian Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 and 
Calotrope (*Calotropis procera), is a Declared Pest under the Western Australian Biosecurity 
and Agriculture Management Act 2007. Calotrope was recorded from the major drainage 
landform vegetation types of EcAtTe, EcMgTlo, EvAtTlo, and MaAcpCi, none of which occur 
within the DE. The other weed taxa are considered widespread in the Pilbara and are generally 
dispersed by wind, water, and cattle. 

The only weed taxa recorded within the DE were Kapok Bush (*Aerva javanica) and Buffel 
Grass (*Cenchrus ciliaris).
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7.5 Potential Impacts 

Potential impacts on flora and vegetation due to Proposal activities are outlined in Table 7-10. 

Potential impacts have been considered for all phases of the Proposal including construction, 
operation and decommissioning. Potential cumulative impacts are also considered, taking into 
account the impact of other operations in the surrounding area (as defined in Section 7.6.3).
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7.6 Assessment of Impacts 

7.6.1 Direct Impacts 

7.6.1.1 Clearing of Vegetation

Implementation of the Proposal would result in the clearing of up to 1,108.2 ha of native 
vegetation. Clearing of vegetation will: 

Reduce the remaining extent of pre-European vegetation associations. 

Reduce areas of specific vegetation units. 

Remove habitat for conservation significant flora. 

Reduce the local extent of vegetation considered to be significant at National, State 
or Regional level.

Impacts to vegetation with culturally significance values this is discussed further in 
Chapter 9 (Social Surroundings).

Pre-European Vegetation

There are two pre-European vegetation associations mapped by Beard et al (2013) that occur 
within the DE. However, the IDF avoids VA 626.1, and therefore, further discussions in this 
document at a regional level will only consider VA 93.4. Clearing for the Proposal will result in 
a reduction of no more than 0.04% of VA 93.4 at the subregion, region or WA level, or no more 
than 0.11% at the local government area level as detailed in Table 7-11. 

As the current extent of these vegetation associations is above 99% of the pre-European 
extent, the reduction due to clearing from the Proposal comprises a very small percentage of 
the remaining extent for each vegetation association and scale. Consequently, the proposal 
will not decrease any of the vegetation associations below 30% at the State level, Pilbara 
IBRA bioregional and Chichester subregional levels. Therefore, the clearing of pre-European 
vegetation does not present a significant impact.
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