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7.4.8.2 Other Significant Flora

Flora may be considered of other significance if it represents a range extension, novel taxon,
species that play a keystone role in a community, has relic status, is locally endemic, or
represents the extent of a species range.

The field surveys identified 18 flora species of other significance (SLR , 2025). Of these, three
were range extensions, and six were considered to be significant for taxonomic reasons. Nine
of these taxa were considered hybrids (Eight Acacia, one Senna) of other taxa occurring in
the Project Area.

Two flora species of other significance were recorded within the DE — one potentially novel
taxon (Trianthema aff. oxycalyptrum) and one range extension (Portulaca digyna). These two
species are discussed further in Table 7-8.

For the purpose of this impact assessment, they will not be considered further.
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7.4.8.3 Introduced Flora Species

No Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) or State Declared Pests were identified within the
DE or the IDF.

Eleven introduced flora taxa (weeds) were recorded from the survey areas (Table 7-9 and
Figure 7-7) and were generally recorded from drainage landforms. Of these, *Opuntia ?stricta
(Common Prickly pear) is listed as a Weed of National Signifcaiance and a Declared Pest,
under the Western Australian Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 and
Calotrope (*Calotropis procera), is a Declared Pest under the Western Australian Biosecurity
and Agriculture Management Act 2007. Calotrope was recorded from the major drainage
landform vegetation types of EcAtTe, EcMgTlo, EvAtTlo, and MaAcpCi, none of which occur
within the DE. The other weed taxa are considered widespread in the Pilbara and are generally
dispersed by wind, water, and cattle.

The only weed taxa recorded within the DE were Kapok Bush (*Aerva javanica) and Buffel
Grass (*Cenchrus ciliaris).

Section 38 Referral - Environmental Review 548PG-5670-RP-EN-0001 Rev: 0
Document
This document is uncontrolled when printed. Page 131 of

455



[ This page has been left blank intentionally]

Section 38 Referral - Environmental Review 548PG-5670-RP-EN-0001 Rev: 0
Document
This document is uncontrolled when printed. Page 132 of

455



GG Jo g¢| abed
0 A9y

SIY) "eIoYMese peem pesiieinjeu e pue ebuel s) Jo ped ul eAjeu Buieq 'snjejs pexiw jo si opwind suojuD Lpidey o} MojS woy sebuel pue (W 00 | <) [esiedsip

L000~N3=dy-0L95-Od8¥S

*pajuLd UaYM pa]|ouodUN S| JUBSWNDOP SIYL

JUBWINJ0( MBIABY [EJUBWIUOIIAUT - [B1I8}aY 8¢ UOIJI8S

QN3 s1Y} Jo sesodind ey) Joj selpeds PeonpoLUl UB SE PaJspISUCD Ueeq Sey }| s pue peuyep AjlesiydesBosb jou s| uonesedes

|p MO] pue ‘uoonpousdes ‘|

*(sweysAsooe Jo uonouny pue uonisodwod ‘einjonns uogejeben sieje Apueoyiubis Jo/pue sejeullop ‘sessadald [eaiBojooe Jo uondrusip aynoe sesnea) ybiy o) (Ap Jpoiq Jo ss0f JO

0} }oadsey UIm UoHE}eBeA BANBU Ul PEs.ds JO BleJ 8L} 0} SIJe. SSUBAISBAU|

[e216ofooe 0} uondrusip [ewiulw) Mo woy sebuel yedw [ealBojoos

*(€20z 'v08Q) uoiBal eseqlid ay) Jo} Aiewwns sssuaAiseAul pue pedw! yOgad  #

sejoeds peonposju| ue sejedlpu]

:sejou ajqeL

oN pidey Mo | | S= papiuled OSIUIMOS UOWIWOD S$Naoelajo SNYouos,
ON N - - qeoajnj wnjeydeuBopnasd,
ON pidey ybIH 2Zs=1s8d pajepag Jead Apioud uowwo) (da ‘SNom) ejpus¢ equndo,
ON Auoud umowjun umouwun 11S — pagiuiad wrnjsenjely pajidg winueouswe wnysenep,
ON Jauyio Pajsi| JON Pajsi| JON | 1S — pajiwied paap Apeadg BIABUL) BUSAB|,
ON Jayi0 pejsi| JoN Pajsi| JON - - Loynund suojyo,

(y1 saainbas
OoN uolpuod feacsdde ue asaym Jo Auo Seale UOISN[OXa [eJojsed) Ajuoud pidey ubiH 1 1S = papiuled SSBIS) poomplig Jabpas sniyosua,

(3@ ypou) () saanbal
SOA uonipuod eAcidde ue aseym Jo fuo sealse uoisnpxa [elojsed) Auoud pidey ubiy 1 1S — papiuag SSBeJS) jeyng SuBHID SNIYIUIYD,
ON Auoud Haly 228 —1s8d palkepag adosjoled esso04d sidajjojed,

()1 saxnbay
OoN uoipuod erocsdde ue asaym Jo AJuo SeaJe UOISN[oXa [elojsed) Ajuold pidey umouyun 1 1S — papiulad souebbag sjeuudig ejeuurdlq suapig,

(3@ upou)

SSA Auoud pidey YbIH | 1S — pajiuiad ysng jodey eojuRAE[ BAIBY,

3Q UIYIM Pepiosey

uonesyisse]) enssepo

SSausaAlIseAu]

joedwy) |e2jBojoo3z

juawissassy eieqlid vo49a

SMES 1OV Nva

88BN UOWWO)

sWEN 4nUeIdS

sealy AeAINS 8y} WOy pepiodey exel peep :6-L ejqel



GG JO | abed "pajuLid usym pajjouoduUn SI JUSWNJ0P SIY |
0 ‘A9Y 1L000-N3-dd-0L95-Od8YS JUBWINJ0( MIIASY |BJUSWUOIIAUT - |BLIBJDY 8E UOI}08S

[Alleuonuayuil yue|q ya| usaq sey abed siy] ]



680,000

Legend
3 pevelopment Envelope
Introduced Flora Species
© Aervajavanica
©  Cenchrus ciliaris

685,000

685,000

Figure 7-7
Introduced Flora Species within the
Development Envelope

Requested By: R, Hughes Date: 17/01/2025
Drawn By: S. Bowyer Size: A4P
Revised By: scostello Revision: 0
Approved By: Confidentality: 0
Scale: 1:60,000

Coordinate System: GDA2020 MGA Zone 50

Project Name: 45190P002_MP_EN_0064_TRSH

Document Name: 45190P002_MP_EN_0064.061

Data Source(s):
Aerial, ESRI
All other data, Fortescue, 2024

mmmm-:meMm.bh




[ This page has been left blank intentionally]

Section 38 Referral - Environmental Review 548PG-5670-RP-EN-0001 Rev: 0
Document
This document is uncontrolled when printed. Page 136 of

455



7.5 Potential Impacts

Potential impacts on flora and vegetation due to Proposal activities are outlined in Table 7-10.

Potential impacts have been considered for all phases of the Proposal including construction,
operation and decommissioning. Potential cumulative impacts are also considered, taking into
account the impact of other operations in the surrounding area (as defined in Section 7.6.3).
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7.6 Assessment of Impacts

7.6.1 Direct Impacts

7.6.1.1 Clearing of Vegetation

Implementation of the Proposal would result in the clearing of up to 1,108.2 ha of native
vegetation. Clearing of vegetation will:

¢ Reduce the remaining extent of pre-European vegetation associations.
¢ Reduce areas of specific vegetation units.
¢ Remove habitat for conservation significant flora.

¢ Reduce the local extent of vegetation considered to be significant at National, State
or Regional level.

¢ Impacts to vegetation with culturally significance values — this is discussed further in
Chapter 9 (Social Surroundings).

Pre-European Vegetation

There are two pre-European vegetation associations mapped by Beard et al (2013) that occur
within the DE. However, the IDF avoids VA 626.1, and therefore, further discussions in this
document at a regional level will only consider VA 93.4. Clearing for the Proposal will result in
a reduction of no more than 0.04% of VA 93.4 at the subregion, region or WA level, or no more
than 0.11% at the local government area level as detailed in Table 7-11.

As the current extent of these vegetation associations is above 99% of the pre-European
extent, the reduction due to clearing from the Proposal comprises a very small percentage of
the remaining extent for each vegetation association and scale. Consequently, the proposal
will not decrease any of the vegetation associations below 30% at the State level, Pilbara
IBRA bioregional and Chichester subregional levels. Therefore, the clearing of pre-European
vegetation does not present a significant impact.
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Vegetation Units

The Proposal will clear 1,108.2 ha of native vegetation, across 11 vegetation units (excluding
cleared/degraded). Vegetation condition of the DE ranges from excellent to completely
degraded (cleared), with 98% of the DE and IDF in Very Good or Excellent condition. This
loss of vegetation would impact biodiversity at a local scale however, vegetation in the
surrounding area remains largely undisturbed. Table 7-12 details the disturbance footprint by
vegetation unit and vegetation condition.

The Proposal's highest impact within the IDF is on ChAaTs (Plains), affecting 77.7 % of the
mapped vegetation extent, followed by AanTl (Plains) at 64.18 % as detailed in Table 7-13.
The total clearing area (1,108.2 ha) represents 78.22% of the DE (1,416.6 ha).

Table 7-12: Vegetation Units within the Development Envelope and Indicative Disturbance Footprint

\degetation Vegetation Condition Cpnggrvation Extent within Extent within IDF
nit Significant DE (ha) (4E))
AanTl Excellent No 144.2 104.8
AeTe Excellent No 9.2 1.8
AIAbTW Very Good to Excellent No 13.3 11.0
AoTe Very Good to Excellent No 653.4 475.9
AsTla Very Good to Excellent No 37.9 15.9
ChAaTc Very Good to Excellent Yes 165.5 165.2
ChAaTs Very Good to Excellent Yes 56.8 55.0
ChAspTe Degraded to Excellent Yes 1.3 1.1
ChAspTla Very Good to Excellent No 260.5 234.2
ChAspTrc Very Good No 0.2 0.1
PfTlo Very Good to Excellent No 43.8 35.1
Cleared Completely Degraded N/A 30.5 18.2
Total 1416.6 1108.2
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