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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Background 
Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd (Mt Gibson Iron) proposes to develop a pipeline corridor 
as part of a proposed iron ore mine at Extension Hill, Mount Gibson, eighty-five 
kilometres east of Perenjori in Western Australia.   
 
AIC was engaged by Mount Gibson Iron to complete an ethnographic survey under 
the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) of the proposed pipeline corridor with the Widi 
Mob Native Title Claimants ((unregistered) WAG6193/98 (WC97/072)).  
 
An archaeological survey of the proposed pipeline corridor completed by AIC 
identified two archaeological sites along the proposed pipeline corridor within the 
Widi Mob Native Title Claim area: ‘Simpson Road Quarry’ at 389832E, 6746499N 
and ‘Simpson Road Artefact Scatter’ at 385135E, 6746448N (Zone 50).  
 
A search of the DIA database identified that the Irwin River SC04 (Site ID 18907) 
will be impacted by the pipeline construction. 
 
Results 
 
The ethnographic survey took place during two fieldtrips. 
 
Survey Results August 2005 
 
The Widi Mob representatives identified five (5) ethnographic sites during this 
survey:  
Granite Outcrop 1 
Granite Outcrop 2 
Mongers Lake Waterway 
Two breakaway features, named Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 and Mt Gibson Pipeline 02. 
 
The main concerns of the Widi Mob representatives are: 

1. the potential impact of the proposal on Mongers Lake 
2. the potential impact of the proposal on the breakaway, Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 
3. that the Granite Outcrops 1 and 2, places of habitation and dreaming stories, 

be avoided by ensuring the proposed pipeline passes to the south of these 
features 

4. that the breakaway at Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 be avoided as it is a dangerous 
men’s site. 

 
Survey Results December 2005 
 
The Widi Mob representatives identified the Yarra Yarra Lakes system and the 
Lockier River as ethnographic sites. The Widi Mob reiterated the cultural importance 
of Irwin River (Site ID  18907). 
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The main concerns of the Widi Mob representatives are: 
1. that hills be avoided with a buffer of one hundred metres (100m) 
2. the potential impact of the proposal upon the Yarra Yarra Lakes site 
3. the potential impact of the proposal on the Irwin and Lockier Rivers 
4. the potential impact of the proposal on flora 
5. that, being unable to access or, in some cases view, sections of the proposed 

pipeline, there is the potential that some important heritage issues may not 
come to light until clearing and construction have commenced.  

 
Conclusions  

1. The proposed slurry pipeline will impact on newly recorded ethnographic sites 
Mongers Lake, Lockier River, Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 and the Yarra Yarra 
Lakes.  

2. The proposed slurry pipeline will impact on the previously recorded site, the 
Irwin River SC04. 

3. The proposed slurry pipeline will impact on the archaeological sites Simpson 
Road Quarry and Simpson Road Artefact Scatter. 

4. Given restricted access (no road access and private property under advanced 
crops) to the proposed pipeline corridors, there is the potential for further 
ethnographic features to exist. Access was particularly limited between 
Simpson Road and Wanneranooka Road, from Strawberry Road to Table Top 
Road, and from that point to the Alanooka Springs Road.   

5. The Widi Mob do not oppose the development but do have concerns about the 
extent of the proposed pipeline they were unable to access. 

 
Recommendations 
 
AIC makes the following recommendations: 

1. That the following sites, as requested by the Widi Mob representatives, be 
reported to the DIA for registration under The Act: 

• Mongers Lake Waterway 
• Granite Outcrop 1 and Granite Outcrop 2 
• the breakaways at Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 and Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 
• Yarra Yarra Lakes 
• Lockier River. 

2. Mount Gibson Iron apply under Section 18 of The Act to disturb:  

• the Yarra Yarra Lakes site  
• the breakaway at Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 
• the Mongers Lake Waterway 
• the Irwin River 
• the Lockier River 
• the archaeological sites Simpson Road Quarry and Simpson Road 

Artefact Scatter. 
3. Mount Gibson Iron avoids the granites identified as Granite Outcrop 1 and 

Granite Outcrop 2 by ensuring the pipeline passes to the south. 
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4. Mount Gibson Iron makes personnel aware that they should avoid the area 
identified as Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 as it is a dangerous men’s site. 

5. Mount Gibson Iron avoids hills, in particular the few detailed above, with a 
buffer of one hundred metres (100m).  

6. Mount Gibson Iron makes available to the Widi Mob representatives, 
following their request, aerial photographs featuring the pipeline to assess the 
proximity of the pipeline development to culturally important topographical 
features. 

7. Mount Gibson Iron makes available to the Widi Mob representatives, 
following their request and interest in flora identified, the environmental report 
for the pipeline development. 

8. Mount Gibson Iron considers the Widi Mob representatives’ request for 
further consultation to address their concerns as detailed above. 

9.  Mount Gibson Iron arranges on-site monitoring with Aboriginal 
representatives during ground disturbance works. It is advisable to arrange 
further surveys on a section-by-section basis for stretches of the pipeline that 
have not been seen during this survey. This would minimise the possibility of 
locating sites at a late stage, when the works are upon them. Such surveys may 
be practicable when private land is accessed by Mt Gibson Iron when works 
commence and could be incorporated as a forerunner to monitoring, utilising 
cultural heritage monitors 

10. Mount Gibson Iron, in liaison with the Widi Mob Native Title Claimants, 
develops heritage protocols regarding the management of the Yarra Yarra 
Lakes, Mt Gibson Pipeline 01, Mongers Lake Waterway, the Irwin River and 
Lockier River as part of a Heritage Management Agreement for the proposed 
pipeline corridor. 

11. AIC also recommends that all Mount Gibson Iron staff and contracting 
personnel be made fully aware of their obligations under The Act. 
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Disclaimer 
AIC attempts to give voice to the Indigenous people who take part in surveys such as 
the one reported here. We neither claim the knowledge revealed to us, nor can we 
necessarily vouch for the veracity of the information given. We do, however, consult 
with people whom we consider to have the best knowledge of the area being 
surveyed. In instances where no ethnographic information is presented, it should not 
be presumed that heritage values are not present. Often, we are told by Indigenous 
people that they have not known the consultant sufficiently well, or that they have not 
been in the appropriate company, and have claimed ignorance of places that they may 
identify as a site at a different time, under different circumstances. Within this report 
we have intended that only the fact of a site be recorded. This report is not designed to 
be the basis of the recording of sites – it is designed to advise the client of those 
places that may need to be accommodated under The Act. More elaborate details of 
the place or object will be provided in the site recording forms that AIC will submit to 
DIA to enable the site recording process to be completed. 

 
GPS Datum 

The GPS datum used during this survey was either WGS 84 or MGA 94. 
 

Limitations 
Whereas we endeavour to pinpoint geographical/site locations, the limitations of 

handheld GPS devices will create inaccuracies on occasion. Also, the potential for 
error from datum shift is ever present. 
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CURRENT PROPOSAL AND AREA ASSESSED 
Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd proposes to develop a pipeline corridor as part of a 
proposed iron ore mine at Extension Hill, Mount Gibson, eighty-five kilometres east 
of Perenjori in Western Australia.  The corridor will enable the construction and 
operation of a slurry pipeline from the mine to Geraldton and a return pipeline to carry 
water back from Geraldton to the mine site.  There will also be a corridor for a 
pipeline to carry water from Tathra to connect to the main corridor and provide water 
to the Mt Gibson mine site. 
 
AIC was engaged by Mount Gibson to complete an ethnographic survey under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) of the proposed pipeline corridor with the Widi Mob 
Native Title Claimants ((unregistered) WAG6193/98 (WC97/072)).The Widi Mob 
Native Title Claim incorporates the proposed pipeline corridor from the Mt Gibson 
mine site to Mt Hill in the west, about forty kilometres south-east of Geraldton. Most 
of the pipeline passes through cultivated or previously cleared land with occasional 
traverses across salt lakes, natural bush and rivers. 
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Figure 1:  Location of Mt Gibson pipeline, Widi Mob claim area and Sites 

identified during pipeline survey 2005. 
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REPORT METHODOLOGY 
Survey Type 
In the completion of this project, AIC conducted a site identification survey of the 
proposed Mt Gibson slurry and water pipelines.  This included a desktop study, 
ethnographic consultation and the preparation of an accompanying report. 
 
Desktop Study Methodology 
AIC conducted a search of the Department of Indigenous Affairs Register of 
Aboriginal Sites database to ascertain the number and nature of sites known to exist in 
the area of the proposed pipeline corridor. The search involved accessing the database 
via on-line access, down loading the results and using GIS technology Mapinfo to plot 
the registered sites on a map to indicate their proximity to the proposed works. A print 
out of recorded sites was obtained and analysed. 
 
The purpose of the search is to provide a background to both the archaeological and 
ethnographic sites in the area as well as an indication of the nature and frequency of 
surveys under the Act. The results of the search establish the heritage context from 
which the potential impact of proposed works and the likelihood of identifying further 
sites or heritage issues may be assessed. 
 
Ethnographic Survey Methodology 
AIC identified that the Widi Mob hold Native Title Claim over a large section of the 
pipeline corridor from Mount Gibson in the east to Mt Hill in the west. AIC 
conducted pre-consultation with the Widi Mob to arrange the field surveys and 
subsequently conducted a field inspection of the project area in August and November 
2005 as detailed in the ‘Ethnographic Field Survey’ section of this report. 
 
Report Methodology 
The following report methodology was undertaken: 

1. Preparation of a preliminary advice of the proceedings of the research and 
consultation. 

2. Submission of the preliminary advice to all participating groups. 

3. Preparation of a draft report of the proceedings of the research and 
consultation. 

4. Submission of the draft report to all participating groups. 

5. Editing of the report where necessary. 

6. Submission of the final report to all groups including the Perth offices of the 
DIA, to accompany a section 18 application to disturb sites unavoidably 
affected by the development. 
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DESKTOP 
The area searched for registered Aboriginal Heritage Sites is a 100 metre corridor 
following the proposed pipeline route through the Shires of Perenjori, Three Springs, 
Mingenew and Irwin. 
 
Five (5) sites are located within that search area, of which two (2) are likely to be 
impacted by the project. In addition, two archaeological sites had been identified, 
namely Simpson Road Artefact Scatter and Simpson Road Quarry (AIC 2005), which 
will be impacted by the proposal. 
 
Following research of these site files at the DIA, a summary of the sites and their 
proximity to the proposed pipeline route was prepared.   

Previously Recorded Sites 
 

SITE ID SITE # SITE NAME Arc/Eth TYPE STATUS PROXIMITY 
5363 S00911 Morowa Rockhole Arc Artefact scatter I Uncertain 
5633 S00515 Merkanooka Station 

Morowa 
Eth Camp I Uncertain 

18907  Irwin River (SC04) Eth Mythological/ 
historical 

S Pipeline 
crosses river 

5931  Lockier River, 
 Mingenew 

Arc Gnamma hole P Pipeline 
passes to 
south of site 

5867 S00125 Morowa Arc Rock cairn, 
artefacts 

P Unlikely to 
impact 

Table 1: Synthesis of previously recorded sites within 100m of proposed pipeline as 
identified during archival search 

 
Site Details: 
 
5363/S00911/MOROWA ROCKHOLE 
The site was recorded by Kirkby in 1979, given open access and placed on the interim 
register in 2000.  There was insufficient detail on file to ascertain the location of the 
site which contains a surface artefact scatter.  The site is located on map sheet 50-6 at 
grid reference 399.375.  The site is located at 402639E and 6763651N MGA 94, Zone 
50 (unreliable). 
 
5633S00515/MERKANOOKA STATION MORAWA 
The site was recorded by Mr White in 1975 given open access and is on the interim 
register at DIA since 2000.  The site can not be located with any reliability because 
there is insufficient information.  The site is located at 405139mE and 6765151mN 
MGA 94, Zone 50 (unreliable). 
 
5867/MORAWA 
The site was reported by White and Serventy in 1975, given open access and placed 
on the permanent register at DIA in 2000.  The site is a rock cairn, located west of the 
main road to Perenjori about 4 miles south of Morowa. The rock cairn consisted of a 
cave with shells, bones and artefacts.  The cave is approximately 20 feet long, 10 feet 
deep, and opens to the east in breakaway country.  The Aboriginal soak flow is 
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blocked up with very fine soil and ash.  The site is possibly located near Morowa 
Rockhole, though the determination by DIA is that there is not enough information to 
ascertain, with any confidence, the exact location of the site.  The site is located at 
402639E and 6763651N MGA 94, Zone 50. 
 
18907/IRWIN RIVER (SC04) 
This site was reported by Joan Martin and recorded by R. Parker in 2002 following 
the survey for an infrastructure corridor for the Dampier to Bunbury gas pipeline. The 
river was created in the Dreamtime and it is significant from the headwaters of the 
river near Warramboo Lake to the mouth near Dongara. The extent of the river is 
deemed to the high water mark, and there are other particular places of importance 
along the length of the river. One of these was described in a Hames report (2002) 
where a particular river crossing holds mythological and historical relevance for the 
Widi: Widi have always been associated with that as a camping place. J. Martin has 
also stated that her mother was born on the banks of the Irwin River. This is a closed 
site and AIC obtained permission from J. Martin to access the information in the site 
file at DIA. The site is held as stored data following an ACMC resolution on 8.10. 
2002. 
 
5931/LOCKIER RIVER, MINGENEW 
This site was reported by Mr R Wells, who located the gnamma hole on his property, 
in 1973. The gnamma hole was found on the highest point a large Mesa to the north-
west of Mingenew. The site was recorded by M. Pasqua from the DIA (year not 
stated) who reported that the hill was undisturbed but the actual gnamma hole was not 
seen. Pasqua provided the coordinates from the centre of the mesa: 347770 E, 
6770143 N Zone 50. The site was placed on the Permanent register under sections 5a 
and 39.2c on 8 August 2000. The proposed pipeline corridor passes well to the south 
of Mingenew and the hill. 

Heritage Survey Reports 
Reports pertaining to the survey region were accessed at the DIA or from AIC’s own 
records. 
 
DIA Report ID 104255 
O’Connor R, Quartermaine G and Bodney, C. 1988 Report on a Survey for Aboriginal 
Sites at the Proposed 132kV Powerline Route from Three Spring to the Murchison 
Zinc Company Pty Ltd Scuddles Mine  
This report was prepared for the State Energy Commission following a survey for a 
100m corridor, 150 kilometres in distance from Three Springs to Scuddles Mine. 
O’Connor notes there were no previously recorded sites within the proposed corridor, 
which indicated very little prior heritage research in the area. In gathering 
representative Aboriginal people to speak for the area, he writes: ‘As there has been 
little work of a similar nature to the present exercise undertaken in the region, a wide-
ranging consultation was conducted’ (1988:8). Fourteen consultants, with ‘long 
standing associations with the area’ (1988:1), from Three Springs, Carnamah, 
Preenjor, Mullewa, Mingenew and Yalgoo were involved in the survey. They 
identified three areas, hills and waterways, as ethnographically significant. These 
were registered as closed sites and avoided by the proposed works. The archaeological 
survey located three small, low density artifact scatters, each on the margin of an 
ephemeral water source. They were not impacted by the proposed corridor. 
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DIA Report ID 106102 
Hames Consultancy Group. 2002a Interim report and application for consent to 
disturb sites for the infrastructure corridor from Geraldton to the North Eastern 
Goldfields Under Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) Prepared for the 
Aboriginal Cultural and Materials Committee  
This interim report makes application to disturb sites as identified by representative 
Aboriginal groups. The groups agreed on a route for the infrastructure corridor after 
deviations to avoid important waterways had been made at their request. The 
representatives stated they did not oppose the Section 18 application to disturb the 
five water courses that were unavoidably impacted, including the Irwin River. The 
ethnographic surveys had been undertaken by AIC. Consultation was made with the 
following Aboriginal groups: Naaguaja, Mullewa Wadjari, Widi Mob, Pandawn 
Descendants, Ngalia, Wutha, Wongatha and Koara. Two groups were not ultimately 
involved in the surveys: it is explained at length how the Badimia failed to participate 
despite repeated attempts to engage them over seven months and a group called the 
Willenyu, who claimed to have interests in the area, could not be properly identified 
and were not engaged: ‘details of that group have not been forthcoming and AIC has 
no knowledge of them other than the unconfirmed information that a Mr Clarrie 
Cameron is the main person concerned (2002:8). 
 
DIA Report ID 106388 
Hames Consultancy Group. 2002b Management Report of Aboriginal Heritage Issues 
Affecting the Infrastructure Corridor from Geraldton to the North Eastern Goldfields 
This composite report includes the AIC ethnographic consultations and follows the 
interim report (Report ID 106102 above). The archaeological section stated that 
approximately 30% of the pipeline route was surveyed with transects of about 75m 
apart. Low density artefact scatters were located, mostly near water, and were not 
archaeologically significant. Rockholes and a lizard trap were also found. In addition 
to the five water courses named for S18 approval in the interim report, Marshall Pool 
Hills and Marshall Creek were added to the S18 application, which was still 
unopposed by the Aboriginal consultants. 
 
DIA Report ID 106214 
Parker, R 2002 Ethnographic Site Avoidance Survey under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act (1972) of the Proposed Widening of the Dampier – Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline 
Corridor (DBNGP at Dongara and Eneabba, Western Australia Volume 1 of 2 – 
Widi Mob representatives Prepared for Department of Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources 
During this survey of the proposed widening of the gas pipeline route, the Widi Mob 
identified four ethnographic sites. These included ochre, hills and the Irwin River. An 
unopposed S18 application to disturb the Irwin River was recommended. 
 
DIA Report ID 106213 
Parker, R 2002 Ethnographic Site Avoidance Survey under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act (1972) of the Proposed Widening of the Dampier – Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline 
Corridor (DBNGP at Dongara and Eneabba, Western Australia Volume 2 of 2 – 
Pandawn representatives Prepared for Department of Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources 
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No sites of significance were identified by the Pandawn people and therefore they 
expressed no objection to the gas pipeline project proceeding. 
 
Australian Interaction Consultants, 2004a, Report on an ethnographic survey of the 
proposed hematite/magnetite project at Mt Gibson, Western Australia  
Mount Gibson Iron Ore Ltd. contracted AIC to undertake archaeological and 
ethnographic consultations in relation to proposed mining from the Iron Hill and 
Extension Hill deposits. This report details the ethnographic consultation with the 
Widi Mob. The Widi people identified Iron Hill and a neighbouring claypan as sites 
of ethnographic significance. Subsequent to the report, Mt Gibson Iron altered their 
project area to avoid impacting on these sites.   
 
DIA Report ID 21296 
Australian Interaction Consultants, 2004b, An archaeological survey of the proposed 
mining operations at Mount Gibson, Western Australia.  
Mount Gibson Iron Ore Ltd. contracted AIC to undertake archaeological and 
ethnographic consultations in relation to proposed mining projects at Mount Gibson. 
This archaeological report, assisted by members of the Widi Mob, should be read 
subsequent to the ethnographic report (see above). To take into account 
ethnographically sensitive areas, the Mount Gibson mining project area was modified; 
operations were moved from Iron Hill to Extension Hill. Following the archaeological 
report, three new sites were recorded including artefacts, rockshelters and rockholes. 
The report states that the area has a high archaeological potential to contribute 
towards the understanding of adaptation in semi-arid areas. It concluded that should 
these sites be disturbed in any way, then a section 18 application will need to be 
sought. 
 
Australian Interaction Consultants 2004c Report on an Ethnographic and 
Archaeological Survey under the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) of a proposed 
Pipeline Extension at Three Springs W.A. Prepared for The Water Corporation  
This report covers a survey of a water pipeline along the Three Springs- Perenjori 
Road. The archaeological investigation revealed one broad area of archaeological 
significance, a claypan, which is surrounded by at least two artefact scatters.  Widi 
Mob representatives identified the Yarra Yarra Lakes system as mythologically 
significant and the representatives did not oppose the works. 
 
DIA Report ID 20798 
Theiss 2003 Geraldton Southern Transport Corridor Project Contract No 598/01 
Section 18 Application Prepared for the Department of Indigenous Affairs, on behalf 
of Main Roads and the Public Transport Authority 
This Section 18 application includes an archaeological and ethnographic survey by 
McDonald Hale and Associates. Reference is made to the earlier heritage survey by 
Quartermaine Consultants (1998) undertaken during the design phase of the GSTC. 
Later, pending works, McDonald Hale and Associates were engaged to conduct a 
survey including the Port area (of Geraldton). Wilinyu and Naaguja people were 
included in the survey; the Mullewa Wadjari did not respond to the invitation to 
participate. Two artefact sites and one stand of marked trees were identified, about 
which the Aboriginal groups were not particularly concerned. The stand of trees 
seemed recently marked and the markings did not appear to be of Aboriginal origin. 
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However, a soak, GSTC 04, was of interest to the groups who requested that it be 
avoided and that monitoring of areas with high archaeological potential be arranged. 
 
DIA Report ID 19243 
ERM Mitchell McCotter 1998  Geraldton Southern Transport Corridor east-west 
alignment environmental assessment and management plan. Report prepared for 
Public Transport Authority 
This predominantly environmental report includes an archaeological survey by G. 
Quartermaine and an ethnographic survey by B. Machin. No sites were identified 
within the study area, although it is recommended in the archaeological report that the 
developers be particularly aware of the possibility for burials to be found in dune 
areas. It is not mentioned which Aboriginal people were consulted, however the 
relatively new process of Native Title was explained, stating there are two Native 
Title claims over the area.  
 
DIA Report ID 103276 
Veth, P and Quartermaine, G. 1984 Report on the Survey for Aboriginal 
Archaeological Sites on the Geraldton Lateral Gas Pipeline Route Unpublished report 
prepared on behalf of Dames and Moore for the State Energy Commission of Western 
Australia. 
A systematic archaeological survey across a 42km transect located nine 
archaeological sites. Seven were low density, surface scatters and it was 
recommended that permission be given for these to be disturbed. It was recommended 
that a quarry across quartz bearing hillocks be avoided. Near the Greenough River, a 
large deflation complex with high density of stone artefacts was considered important. 
This site was not going to be impacted by the pipeline route. Local (Geraldton) 
Aboriginal people were consulted and Bill Mallard and Tony King visited the nine 
identified sites. They raised no objections to the proposed project. It was also 
recommended that groundworks within two kilometres of Greenough be monitored 
because stratified deposits could be located on the alluvial flats.   
 
DIA Report ID 103996 
McDonald, E. M. and Murphy, A. M. 1991 Report of a Survey for Aboriginal Sites 
Proposed Road Realignment and New Bridge Construction Site Chapman River, Shire 
of Greenough Unpublished report prepared on behalf of McDonald, Hales and 
Associates for Dames and Moore Pty. Ltd. 
The area surveyed covered a kilometer over a 40m easement beside the existing 
bridge over the Chapman River, which is in the Amangu NTC.  The area around 
current bridge is popular picnic spot, but not yet with any facilities. Seven 
archaeological and two ethnographic sites were previously registered within a 10km 
radius of survey area. The archaeological survey was done on foot with the assistance 
of both Aboriginal informans. Two superficial quartz scatters were found on either 
river bank, both extending through the PDA. 
No sites were found during the ethnographic survey, which used network, or 
snowball, sampling: Murchison Region Aboriginal Corporation and Sandy Davis 
were contacted, who recommended the informant, Needham Cameron 
(Amangu/Wadjari). Cameron reported no significant sites within the PDA, and said 
that the proposed development would not be opposed, even saying it would improve 
local facilities. The report concluded there were no impediments to the proposed 
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development and recommended permission be granted to disturb the archaeological 
sites under S18 of the Act. 
 
DIA Report ID 104015 
Green, N. and Turner, J. 1982 Geraldton – Northampton Fieldtrip 1 June 14th to June 
26th 1982 Unpublished report prepared for the Department of Aboriginal Sites, 
Western Australian Museum. 
The principle aims of the Geraldton – Northampton fieldwork, undertakened by the 
DAS, were to supervise the protection and rehabilitation of Racecourse Paddock 1 (S 
1383), an Aboriginal burial site, as well as to monitor and document other known sites 
in the Northampton area. No new sites were found and no Aboriginal people were 
consulted. 
 
DIA Report ID 105114 
Murphy, A., Hovingh, R. and McDonald, E. 1997 (with amendments, 1998) An 
Aboriginal Heritage Investigation of Landrow Landholdings in the Vicinity of 
Greenough, W.A. Unpublished report prepared on behalf of McDonald, Hales and 
Associates for Landrow (Developments) Pty. Ltd. 
Landrow landholdings are located in the vicinity of the Greenough River mouth, south 
of Geraldton. A full archaeological and ethnographic survey was commissioned for 
the PDA out of concern with the rapidly moving dune face within the Southgate 
Dunes area. The archaeological survey involved representatives of the Yamatji Land 
and Sea Council as did the ethnographic survey, which also included three other 
appropriately identified and authorised Aboriginal consultants. 
Overall, eleven previously recorded sites lay within the PDA, including  one 
ethnographic site: Greenwell River Well (ID 1067), which is well known to older 
Ronan family members. 
When previously recorded archaeological sites within this area were revisited to re-
assess their condition, the visible archaeological material reported earlier had either 
diminished or disappeared. This highlights the special importance of continual 
monitoring and extra care in projects impacting upon sand dunes in any way. 
The Aboriginal consultants attributed great significance to the two previously 
recorded burial sites, one being Bradley Road Burial (ID 1065), which is also 
connected with Mt. Gibson Pipeline Corridor. Moreover, the report notes a high 
potential for further skeletal remains to be found in the dune system area, as well as 
the Aboriginal consultants’ wishes to monitor any disturbance within the PDA in 
order to minimize impact to further buried skeletal remains to be uncovered during 
construction works. No new ethnographic sites were reported within the PDA, 
although one such site was located outside the Southgate PDA (GRE#1 / 17961 
Greenough River Campsite). 
 
DIA Report ID 103488 
Locke, R. and Guilfoyle, D. 1998 Report of an Aboriginal Heritage Survey 
Tourmaline Island, Mongers Lake, Western Australia Unpublished report prepared on 
behalf of McDonald, Hales and Associates Pty Ltd for John Stringfellow. 
This archaeological and ethnographic survey was undertaken of Mongers Lake 
Tourmaline Island (MLTI) and a 2 km corridor north-east from the hill to the salt lake 
bank. The Badimia consultants were engaged through Yamatji Land and Sea Council..  
A flat grinding stone and a chopping tool were located during the ethnographic survey 
and the archaeological survey uncovered one flaked artefact and a grinding implement 
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on MLTI. No artifacts were found within the access corridor. A stone artifact scatter 
(ID 16719), considered important site due to its size, location and content, was 
recorded within a deflated dune on the bank of Mongers Lake, outside the PDA and 
not to be impacted by the proposal. Of greatest interest among the previously recorded 
archaeological sites were a stone arrangement (ID 5932) on Mongers Lake itself 
(albeit south of PDA) and another (ID 5504) near the town of Perenjori. While these 
may indicate ceremonial activity, an alternate explanation was offered by the 
Aboriginal consultants: they believed that these two sites could be similar structures 
to the fishtraps on the lakes around Latham. The consultants did not object to the 
proposed mining operations. 
 
DIA Report ID 17654 
Marmion, D.E. and Webb, R.E. 1998 Report on a Survey for Archaeological Sites in 
the Area Between Allanooka Summit Water Tank and the Oakajee Offtake, WA, to be 
Impacted by Construction of a Water Pipeline Unpublished report prepared on behalf 
of the Water Corporation for Gutteridge Haskins & Davey Pty Ltd. 
The proposed water pipeline route stretches from the Irwin borefield to the future 
Oakajee industrial site. The route follows an existing pipeline traversing agricultural 
land and was to be laid underground. 
The surveyors inspected the entire length of the route with six Aboriginal 
representatives. Clarence Cameron, Barry Dodd, Robert Farrell, Robert Ronan and his 
son Joseph, and Colin Whitby were selected through a series of small interviews with 
families acknowledged to have links to the area. No new sites were identified. The 
report recommends that the proposed pipeline project proceed providing the route 
avoids Wokatherra Reserve, a hill of significance to all the consultants. The 
consultants did not oppose the works after confirming it would not impact the several 
Aboriginal burials and other ethnographic sites known in the vicinity of Geraldton. 
Furthermore, given the incidence of burials in this region (including Bradley Road ID 
1065), it recommends monitoring of ground disturbing works. 
 
DIA Report ID 101894 
McGann, S. 1997 Report on an Archaeological Survey for Aboriginal Sites, 
Geraldton Oakajee Rail Line. Unpublished reports prepared on behalf of 
Quartermaine Consultants for Welker Environmental Consultants. 
The archaeological survey was commissioned by Landcorp and Welker 
Environmental to facilitate the planning of a rail line between Narngulu and Oakajee. 
The PDA stretches 30 km, with a survey corridor 250m wide beginning at the 
Mullewa-Geraldton Rail Line, and ending at the proposed Oakajee Industrial Estate, 
on the NW Coastal Highway. It spans major natural features, including the Chapman 
River and Moresby Ranges, and also dissects several farms. 
No Aboriginal people were consulted in the conducting of this survey. 
Five archaeological sites were previously recorded: The Moonyoonooka sites are the 
subject of Report ID 103996, summarised above. Hemsley Farm (ID 445) and Forth 
Farm (ID 443) are artifact and quarry sites and an engraving (ID 5562) is located at 
Geraldton close to the ocean. 
Two new artifact sites were located, one being of high significance due to its 
stratigraphic potential, and the report recommends that the site be test-pitted to locate 
any sub-surface material. The surveyors recommended that any work affecting 
Marramongurra Spring be monitored as it was an area of high archaeological 
potential.  
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DIA Report ID 104295 
Schwede, M.L. and von Bamberger, M. 1996 The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage of the 
Geraldton Coastal Area Unpublished report prepared for the Bundiyarra Community 
Aboriginal Corporation of Geraldton 
The report is based on fieldwork undertaken in 1995 with a view to recording the oral 
history of four families (Ronan, Dodd, Cameron and Whitby), as well as to locate and 
determine the extent of the archaeological record for this coastal area within its 
general environmental framework. While most have been disturbed, the survey has 
denoted an archaeological resource in terms of the sites’ locations, with what 
remnants that are left presenting an insight into Aboriginal land use for the area. 
The survey focused on coastal areas between Coronation Beach and the Greenough 
River, and associated tributaries within this coastal strip – the Oakajee, Buller and 
Chapman Rivers. 
The open version of the anthropological survey does not contain the genealogical data 
which is restricted information. 
Of the sites which were newly recorded as a result of this survey, most contained 
sparse artifact scatters covering wide areas, often linear, especially those adjacent to 
rivers or water sources. For the most part, these are of low significance, though still 
important to record. The extensive sites that were recorded during the survey, 
however, have greater significance than the continuous linear sites because, by 
offering more variability in terms of artifact types and raw material, they have the 
potential to address complex questions in terms of the area’s prehistory. 
The report recommends further in-depth surveys prior to any development of this area 
between Buller River, Coronation Beach Road, as well as further north (outside the 
survey) near the Bowes River. It also recommends the setting aside of Archaeological 
Heritage Reserves, as well as a long term management programme which considers 
the wishes of the Geraldton Aboriginal community in conjunction with regional 
government agencies. 
 
Analysis 
 
Aboriginal heritage research across most of this region has been recent, much taking 
place in the past decade, which coincides with an increase in mining in the area and 
the legal requirements of the Native Title process. Areas that have not previously been 
subject to intensive survey, such as the pipeline section from Perenjori to Mt Gibson, 
have a higher potential for unrecorded sites to be located. 
 
Archaeological sites in this area include artefact scatters, rockshelters, a lizard trap, a 
rockhole and a cairn with water feature. These sites indicate historic Aboriginal 
occupation and habitation in this area. However, longstanding pastoral activity in the 
region will have destroyed or disturbed much material culture and reduced the 
archaeological potential for locating sites or supporting research.  
 
Ethnographic sites in this area focus on waterways. Rivers and claypans are 
components of Dreamtime tracks or stories that have ongoing significance for 
Aboriginal people. In previous surveys, Aboriginal consultants have tended not to 
oppose projects that unavoidably cross rivers and have been satisfied that 
development works have been altered to avoid other important features such as 
claypans. 
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Of the five previously recorded sites within 100m of the proposed pipeline route, the 
Irwin River will be impacted by the pipeline. One site, the gnamma hole (ID 5931), 
will not be impacted. The exact locations of three other sites are unknown as their 
mapping is unreliable. Monitoring during the ground clearing phase of the pipeline 
development will prevent accidental disturbance of such sites. It is unlikey that the 
cairn and cave features (Site ID 5867) will be impacted as the pipeline is generally 
following flat land. Burials have been recorded, especially near Geraldton, and in a 
number of reports, Aboriginal consultants expressed concern about the possibility of 
burials in sandy areas (Marmian and Webb 1998, McCotter 1998); likewise during 
ground disturbing works for this pipeline corridor, developers should be aware that 
the potential for burials does exist.  
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ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELD SURVEY 
What is Ethnography? 
Ethnography has been broadly defined as ‘descriptive studies of human societies’ 
(Gould, J. & Kolb, 1964: 245). Most anthropological authorities associate the 
approach with face-to-face fieldwork among persons of the cultural group (society) in 
which the researcher is interested. As Roger Keesing says:  

The ethnographer brings to the task techniques of mapping and census taking and 
skills of interviewing and observation …. routines of “gathering data” – taking a 
census, recording genealogies, learning about the local cast of characters, and 
querying informants about matters of customs and belief (Keesing, 1976: 9, 10).  

 
On the whole, this happens over a relatively long period of time that can run into 
several years. It involves what is often called an immersion of the fieldworker in the 
culture: living with the people and sharing their daily life activities to whatever degree 
is commensurate with the researcher’s temperament and levels of acceptance among 
the people themselves.  

Aboriginal Heritage surveys have a different context. They usually take place over 
very short periods of time, often a single day in the field, and they have a specific 
focus: to demonstrate the people’s attachment to the land by the importance they place 
upon certain designated areas that have, in the idiom of the research report, 
‘ethnographic significance.’  

However, although they are short-term, Indigenous Heritage surveys are predicated 
upon the longer-term factors that Keesing discusses and that are usual in the discipline 
of anthropology. Many anthropologists who do heritage fieldwork have pursued 
longer-term research as part of their qualifying studies for a higher university degree. 
Their research has often entailed close associations with an Indigenous group, though 
not perhaps the one affected by a Heritage survey. Secondly, as well as the 
background of this knowledge and experience, the researcher often finds 
himself/herself forming close working relationships with the same individuals over a 
number of surveys, so that their experience of Indigenous customs and beliefs is 
ongoing even if they had not worked with those people before.  

The Heritage Survey 
 
In an Aboriginal Heritage survey, the anthropologist or archaeologist interviews 
informants on the spot who point out areas of cultural significance to their people. In 
the Australian context, the ethnographic section of a Heritage report includes 
statements about the sacredness of places: whether they are associated with Dreaming 
stories and tracks or with related ceremonies and rituals, or with supernaturally 
charged localities that are the abodes of the ancestors’ spirits, such as a grave site or a 
mourning site or a place where a death has occurred (including massacre sites).  

Such places are duly recorded for the heritage report. Often the information is 
summed up in one sentence, partly because the place (site) in question is small (for 
example, a waterhole) but also because a recital of a full Dreaming story is 
inappropriate for the purposes of the survey. There is an element of secrecy in the 
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telling of sacred beliefs and practices that is part of Indigenous respect paid to the 
ancestors. Certain knowledge is restricted to persons who are initiated (men or women 
depending on the situation) and, if it is imparted to the anthropologist, it is privileged 
information.  

Also, sacred areas are very often inter-related so that the broader context of the 
physical environment is important to know. For example, a specific waterhole is 
usually associated with a string of other waterholes and connecting waterways that are 
manifestations of the Rainbow Serpent and/or other Dreaming characters such as 
Kangaroo or Dingo who travelled across the country forming the landscape.  In 
respect to the sacred, archaeological and ethnographic findings often complement one 
another. For instance, an arrangement of stones on the ground is archaeologically 
significant because it is an example of material culture; it is ethnographically 
significant because it indicates an area where sacred ceremonies and rituals took 
place.   

The ethnographer, while working within the unique parameters of a Heritage survey, 
nevertheless applies the same approaches and skills as those noted by Keesing above 
(and other authorities). Mapping is an important aspect of the Heritage survey in the 
use of GIS technology and maps showing the location of sites. ‘Census’ data and the 
recording of genealogies take place in the background and are important for the 
identification and acknowledgement of Indigenous informants, who are usually given 
brief personal profiles in the reports.  There is interviewing during pre-consultation 
and later in the field, where on-the-spot observation also takes place. Spiritual 
customs and beliefs, and whether they apply to a site or not, are the meat of the 
ethnographic Heritage survey. 
 

Ethnohistory: The Widi People 
 
Introduction: Place, Antiquity, People 
  
The region to which the Widi belong lies in the northernmost extent of the South West 
Division or Swanland and the transition eastwards into the Saltlake Division or 
Salinaland (Jutson, 1950:32). According to Jutson, Swanland includes the Perth 
coastal plain extending from the country north of Gingin southwards to Cape 
Leeuwin, and the escarpment country further inland as far as the Bremer Bay locality 
on the south coast. The Saltlake Division, which is part of the desert region but in the 
margins of the arid zone, is characterised by strings of lakes and interconnecting 
streambeds and waterholes that have continuing sacred significance for the 
Indigenous people (See Appendix 3). Salinaland is, ‘A region of low rainfall and 
rivers that may contain water after rain but only briefly’ (Horton, 1994: 275). 

 The Widi people have a shared history with their neighbours the Amangu. Tindale 
locates them traditionally: 

From between Lakes Monger and Moore north to Yuin, Talleringa Peak, and 
Nalbarra; west to Mullewa and Morawa (Morowa); east to Paynes Find and 
Wogarno, south of Mount Magnet; at Yalgoo and upper Greenough River … 
Northern hordes around Pingrove pushed southwest to Geraldton down the Irwin 
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and Greenough rivers in early contact times … They practiced both circumcision 
and subincision (Tindale, 1974: 260).  

 
Oates and Oates include them in the Kardu subgroup of the Southwest Group of the 
Pama-Nyunga language family (Oates & Oates, 1970: xiii, 59).  

The Widi are not discussed by that name in The Encyclopaedia of Aboriginal 
Australia (Horton, 1994) but appear subsumed circumstantially under the broader 
term of Watjarri, ‘People of the Northwest region on the Murchison River, neighbours 
of the … Amangu’ (Howie-Willis, 1994b: 1162). The shaded area on Horton’s map 
appears to include Widi territory. However, in a conversation between Tindale and a 
Wadjari man the latter made a distinction between his people and those of the Widi: 
‘He suggested that his people had an advantage over those people whom he had met 
on the coast and the Widi of the country southeast of Mullewa’ (Tindale, 1974: 102; 
cited in Keeffe, 1995: 27). Tindale maps the ‘Wadjari’ as the immediate northern 
neighbours to the Widi.  

North to the hills overlooking the head of the Lyons River, Teano Range, Mount 
Isabella, Waldburg Range; on upper Gascoyne River west of Three Rivers; at 
Erivilla and Milgun; south the Cheangwa and the Roderick and upper Sanford 
rivers … The Wadjari western boundary, in the Byro and Dalgety Downs area, 
reflects a late expansion from the Murchison valley (Tindale, 1974: 257-258). 

 

Amangu people were found by Tindale: 

At Champion Bay; from the Chapman River and the southern vicinity of 
Geraldton south to Hill River; inland to near Mullewa, Morawa, and Carnamah; 
Southeastern boundary not well defined, somewhere north of Moora … Attempts 
were made in postcontact times to introduce circumcision but with little success 
(Tindale, 1974: 239).  

 

Howie-Willis (1994c: 1011) describes the Amangu language group as: ‘People of the 
Southwest region, on the coast between Geraldton and Jurien Bay, neighbours of the 
Nhanta, Watjarri, Badimaya and Yuat peoples’ (Howie-Willis, 1994a: 45; my 
emphasis). They are not included as Noongar, however but, like the Widi, are placed 
by Oates and Oates in the Kardu subgroup of the Southwest Group of the Pama-
Nyunga language family and not to the ‘Nyunga Subgroup’ (Oates & Oates, 1970: 
xiii, 58).  

The Archaeological evidence for extensive Indigenous occupation from antiquity in 
this region has to be inferred from what is known of adjoining regions because little 
published material is available for the Mullewa area. In the Burrup Peninsula 
approximately 600 kilometres north in the Pilbara - identified by Flood as one of the 
‘major rock art regions’ of Australia (Flood, 1995: 148) - are scattered old campsites 
and rock overhangs, many of the latter containing a rich suite of engravings (Flood, 
1995: 278). In Widi country: ‘At a few inland locations where suitable rock shelters of 
laterite or granite are known, rock paintings can be found,’ and grinding stones, horse 
hoof cores, stone arrangements at Canna, and yellow and white ochre deposits ‘in the 
Greenough, Irwin and Wooderarrung rivers’ as well (Keeffe, 1995: 33-35). 
Pleistocene dates for the Silver Dollar site at Shark Bay about 200 kilometres from 
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Widi country range from 18, 730 +/- 600 years BP (Before the Present) to 25,230 +/- 
480 BP (Flood, 1995: 285). 

The ‘advantage’ that the Wadjari had over the Widi and other people to their south 
was in terms of more efficient food preparation. The Wadjari, ‘placed great reliance 
on grass seed food whereas the other people lived only on the hammered seeds of 
shrubs, did not use the process of wet milling of grass-seed [as the Wadjari by 
implication did], and … often went hungry’ (Tindale, 1974: 102). However, Keeffe 
gives considerable space to an overview of Widi food resources, drawing extensively 
on the memoirs of Frank Wittenoom, who in 1874 when he was a young man took up 
with his brother Edward a ten-year lease on Yuin Station from their uncle Thomas 
Burges. These resources included a variety of kangaroo species, emu eggs, snakes, 
mallee fowl nests, wild grapes, yams, frogs, bardies, and seeds from several species of 
acacia, the Quondong and the Sandalwood tree (Keeffe, 1995; 28-31). 

 
Contact and Settlement 
 
The area of the Western Australian wheat belt between Perth and Geraldton was 
entered by A.C. Gregory who saw deposits of coal on the Irwin River, a watercourse 
that reaches the coast between Port Denison and Dongara south of Geraldton. He also 
found deposits of lead ore in 1848 on the banks of the Murchison (Bignell, 1987: 
462). Settlers moved to the Geraldton area following Gregory’s favourable reports on 
the country: ‘a scattering of settlement grew, unofficially, north of Toodyay, in the 
Champion Bay area … ‘ (Bignell, 1987: 462). Geraldton began as ‘Gerald’s Town,’ 
taking its name from the Governor of the time, Charles Fitzgerald. The town was 
surveyed in 1849 after the discovery of lead deposits at Northhampton. In 1853, a 
convict depot was established there. In the same year was established an overland 
mail service to Perth. In 1879 the railway to Northampton was opened. By 1852 
copper had been found at White Peak. After 1874, when the jetty was built, the town 
became a port for the district. In the 1960s a fishing industry (crayfish) was 
established, exporting to the USA. (Aplin, 1987: 464).  

Mullewa (from the Aboriginal for ‘swan’) was declared as a township in the 1890s. 
Before that, the district was opened for settlement through the 1887 Land Act. The 
Calvert expedition of 1896 started at Mullewa. In 1915 the railway to Perth was 
opened and in 1961-1962 Western Mining built a private railway for the shipping of 
iron ore and pyrites from Tallering Peak forty kilometres to the northwest where it 
was exported through Geraldton. (Aplin, 1987: 466-467). In the profile for this town, 
‘Racial unrest between Europeans and Aborigines’ is noted for 1985 (Aplin, 1987: 
467).  

The Aboriginal history of the area is only hinted at in Aplin: 

Champion Bay named after first British ship to anchor there in 1840. In 1846 
Gregory brothers led settler-sponsored expedition to open up vast areas in district 
and probably led to a decade of determined Aboriginal resistance. 
Moonyoonooka run east of Geraldton leased in 1850. First Tibradden homestead 
of mud and straw built in 1852: John Forrest spent first night of overland trip 
there in 1874 (Aplin, 1987: 464). 

Concerning the Amangu, Howie-Willis notes that:  
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Their country was taken by pastoralists in the 1850s, and Amangu were 
‘dispersed’, worked on stations or moved to New Norcia. Little is known of their 
ancient history and there is little evidence remaining on the surface except 
‘various farmers have picked up … grinding or pounding stones or hunting 
weapons’. Shields, spears and throwing sticks have also been found. Recently the 
community, led by Leedham Cameron, was able to have Utakarra Spring, 
Geraldton, registered with the WA government as a significant site … Geraldton 
Aboriginal people are developing a community centre, Bundo-Yarra, nearby 
(Howie-Willis, 1994a: 45-46). 

 

The nature of ‘Aboriginal resistance,’ European punitive expeditions and the 
‘dispersal’ of Aboriginal people in the region is reported in Keeffe (1995: 1-12). 
Keeffe points out that: ‘The people responsible for extending and holding these new 
frontiers were the shepherds and hutmen, who were predominantly Ticket-of-leave 
men and Expirees from the convict system’ (Keeffe, 1995: 12). Violence towards 
Aboriginal people appears to have begun with them (Ibid. p. 2):  

1. An Aboriginal was shot at John Sydney Davis' camp on the Upper Irwin in 
March 1859. Richard Bibby, a ticket of leave convict, was arrested for the 
crime and was convicted and hung on Monday 17th October 1859: ‘the 
first European to be hung in the Swan River Colony for the killing of an 
Aboriginal.’  

2. George Coates killed two Aboriginal men but claimed self-defence and 
was not convicted.  

3. Edward Cornelly shot an Aboriginal man named Noon-garie in the 
Champion Bay district.  

Aboriginal people retaliated by ambushing and spearing shepherds in their application 
of traditional law. The events involved principally an ‘eastward tribe,’ the Widi 
people, but ‘the natives of the vicinity then join in’ (cited in Keffe, 1995: 3). 
Hostilities and skirmishes between settlers and Widi and Amangu people took place 
in the Kockatea Spring area south of Mullewa and culminated with a public execution 
of five Aboriginal prisoners taken for the killing of Thomas Bott, a Ticket-of-leave 
convict, at Butterabby four miles to the west of Kockatea. The hangings took place in 
January 1865 at Butterabby before an audience of Aboriginal people. The police 
punitive expedition searched this area and travelled northwards as well as to the 
Greenough River area. Mullewa, Kockatea and other towns in a line south past 
Perenjori lie directly on the circumcision-non circumcision boundary mapped by 
Tindale, which is also the territorial boundary between the Widi to the east and the 
Amangu on the west. Keefe (1995: 9-10) cites a newspaper account of the hanging:  

At half past seven on the 27th leaving Illenew, the party arrived at Butterabby 
about noon, and for more than an hour the pensioners were engaged in clearing 
out the well before the horses could drink the water. In the course of the 
afternoon the Sheriff and sub- Inspector were occupied in making and 
superintending arrangements for the execution on the following morning. The 
tree was fixed on, the ropes bent, and the graves dug, within 150 yards of Rudd’s 
house. During all this time the five prisoners were in the camp, crying and 
lamenting in the usual and noisy native fashion, and at nine at night sentries were 
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told off, with orders to keep a sharp look out, and challenge every person seen to 
be moving about the camp. At midnight constables Watson, Farmer and 
Goodwin brought in about twelve natives to witness the spectacle, and this 
caused considerable confusion for about an hour.  

On Saturday, the 28th, at daylight, everyone in the camp was astir, preparing 
for the solemn duty about to be performed, and at six the police and pensioners 
being under arms, the executioner pinioned native No. 1, who was then escorted 
in the cart by the police to the place of execution. The culprit stood up, one rope 
was put round his neck, and a second round his waist, by which he was hoisted 
about nine feet from the bottom of the dray: the Sheriff then gave the word to "let 
go", and at 13 minutes past six the first native murderer that was executed in this 
district hung by the neck until he was dead. In about a quarter of an hour he was 
cut down and laid in the grave, when the police and pensioners retraced their 
steps with the cart for the next man, when the same thing was gone through. 
Thus five of them were executed one after the other; each culprit, as he was 
pinioned, screamed and continued to lament until the fatal drop was given; and it 
was a sad sight to witness how each of them gave the last despairing look at his 
chained companions, as the white cap was pulled over his face, excluding alike 
friends and foe from sight. 

During this time a dozen natives sat within 30 yards of the place of execution, 
no sound was uttered by them, and after looking at the five bodies as they lay in 
the grave, with the white cap over their faces and irons on their legs, hurried 
away, apparently horrified and frightened at all they had witnessed. About 20 
more natives made their appearance after the execution was over and it was 
supposed they had concealed themselves in the surrounding bush for the purpose 
of viewing the proceedings. 

The Sheriff then having expressed his thanks to the police for their active 
assistance in the performance of their duty, the whole party left Butterabby, and 
arrived at Geraldton on the evening of Sunday 29th. (Inquirer & Commercial 
News 15th February 1865). 

 

The Resident Magistrate of Champion Bay, William Burges, had pressed the Colonial 
Secretary for this public hanging at Butterabby. This event, and other punitive 
expeditions and isolated killings by settlers, led to the weakening of Widi (and 
Amangu) resistance. Howie-Willis sums up this period for the Watjarrie, equally 
pertinent for the Widi: 

Pastoralists came with sheep after about 1860, and the practice of moving them 
to follow rain helped to change the environment, reducing Watjarri food 
resources. The Watjarri resisted and clashes followed, but reaction was brutal – 
‘we had 35 on the chain at Beringarra where they had created great havoc among 
the sheep’ … Watjarri people refer to the period  from 1860 to about 1940 as 
‘convict days’ … the stations  had also become the only viable  source of 
resources … Watjarri people quickly became essential  to station work … 
Watjarri were sent to places such as New Norcia and the Moore River Native 
Settlement (Howie-Willis, 1994b: 1162).  

 
Not many years later, epidemics of influenza, measles and smallpox broke out in the 
Victoria District. In 1869 measles devastated Indigenous people inland and, according 
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to Wittenoom, on the Murchison further north (Keeffe, 1995: 32, citing Wittenoom, 
ND: 36). Keeffe observes that:  

The combination of these deaths, from introduced diseases, the removal of their 
leaders for crimes committed, and the enforced displacement from their 
traditional homelands by the incoming settlers, led to the ‘Widi’ tribe’s early 
demise … No one in the present Aboriginal community remembers the ‘Widi’ 
name, but they acknowledge a tribe did reside in the area prior to their own 
residence (Keeffe, 1995: 32).  

 
In the Mullewa area, present-day Indigenous people consulted on Heritage matters for 
that country are involved in two registered Native Title Claims: the Mullewa Wadjari 
Claim and the Naaguja Peoples Claim. The Amangu and Widi Mob have unregistered 
Native Title Claims over the area. 

 
Continuities of the Sacred 
 
In Amangu and Widi country, the lakes and river systems are connected to the 
adjoining Yued country and its rivers and lakes that extent from Three Springs to 
Carnamah south to the Moore River. They are sacred to the Rainbow Serpent and are 
arguably part of a more extensive Dreaming Track from the Desert regions in the east.  

Belief in the Rainbow Snake as a major creative Dreamtime being is widespread in 
Aboriginal Australia. Sylvia Hallam points to the rich complex of associations 
between the Wagyl (which is the name of the Rainbow Serpent in the Noongar South 
West) and the chief physical elements of nature - fire, water, the sky, the earth - 
saying that, ‘the connection of the serpent with water and also with dark caverns, are 
themes seen as recurring within and without the South-west of Australia’ (Hallam, 
1975:82). In the Desert regions (including the Saltlake Division) it is not only the 
Rainbow Serpent that is associated with the strings of lakes and waterways but also 
other creative Dreamtime beings. Hence an important site may have several sacred 
associations.  

These shape-changing, human-animal creatures of the Dreaming threw up the 
high hills and the breakaways, they burrowed below the ground, they fought and 
hunted, and then they passed on, leaving caves and water-holes, gums and 
grasses, and the petrified remains of blood and body parts. The names of places 
on the overlapping tracks throughout the vast desert area are memory ticklers for 
the recall and re-enacting of mythic events of a great creation drama. Young 
initiates learn these place names in the form of songs; then, later, the elders 
reveal to them the escapades of the Great heroes at each of the sacred sites 
(Douglas, 1979: 108). 

 
The Rainbow Snake with its exemplars is depicted as a large Water Snake that dwells 
in pools and watercourses. Descriptions of the Rainbow Serpent have a common core 
of beliefs about its qualities. Dwelling deep within waterholes, rivers and rock pools, 
this being maintains the quantity and the quality of the drinking water. If a site closely 
associated with the Rainbow Snake is desecrated in any manner - and that includes 
virtually all places where there is water in significant quantities or, in the Western 
Desert, water courses albeit dry for most of the year - the persons responsible are in 
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literal physical danger and the land itself is depleted, for the Rainbow Snake will go 
away. 

Daisy Bates reports hearing tales from Aboriginal people about what she called a 
‘jealous god’ or tehooroo (a word she picked up in the Kimberley) that was a large 
flattened stone snake: ‘in the Nullagine district, and along the head waters of the 
Fortescue, Murchison, Ashburton and Gascoyne Rivers the same devil-deity held 
sway’ (Bates 2004: 87-88). 

Preconsultation 
The Widi Mob ((unregistered) WAG6193/98 (WC97/072)) hold Native Title Claim 
over the section of the pipeline corridor from Mount Gibson in the east to Mt Hill in 
the west. AIC conducted pre-consultation with the Widi Mob: the proposed works 
were explained and arrangements were made for the representatives to conduct the 
field surveys. 

Introduction 
The ethnographic survey took place during two fieldtrips. The area was surveyed by 
vehicle with occasional pedestrian transects. The groups attempted to view the 
pipeline route from as many road access points as possible. 

Survey Results August 2005 
The first survey was conducted by AIC consultants Ron Parker and Moss Wilson 
from 17 August to 20 August 2005 and covered the area from Mt Gibson to Perenjori. 
The Widi Mob was represented by Joan Martin, Errol Martin Jnr, Ronald Martin, 
Greg Martin and Justin Martin. 
 
The Widi Mob representatives identified the following sites: 

Five (5) ethnographic sites were identified during this survey. During the 
archaeological survey, two artefact scatters were located that lay more than one 
hundred metres from the proposed pipeline. The details of those scatters will not be 
recorded in this report but they do demonstrate the archaeological potential of the 
area. 
 
The five identified ethnographic sites are: 

• Granite Outcrop 1  
• Granite Outcrop 2 
• Mongers Lake Waterway 
• Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 (breakaway feature) 
• Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 (breakaway feature) 

 
The Widi Mob representatives raised the following concerns and requests in relation 
to this section of the proposed pipeline corridor: 

1. A granite pavement (Granite Outcrop 1), extending for 400m, lies to the south 
of the Wanarra East Road (457255E,6737506M,Zone 50). Rock holes in the 
granite could contain large volumes of water and the area to the south of the 
granites was identified by the Widi Mob as suitable for habitation. Therefore, 
the pipeline should pass at least 100m to the south of the granite. 
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2. A second granite outcrop further east (Granite Outcrop 2), (465425E, 
6734107N, Zone 50) straddled the road and also had many rock holes filled 
with water. The place was identified as Ningan, or echidna, dreaming and 
there was evidence of echidna feeding there. The Widi Mob requested that the 
pipeline should pass to the south of the granite. 

3. The Widi Mob representatives expressed concern about the impact of the 
pipeline on Mongers Lake and requested that it be avoided where possible, or 
the impact on it minimised. This lake is a part of the overall wetland system in 
the region, which is attributed to a creator being. 

4. An extensive breakaway (Mt Gibson Pipeline 01) including rockshelters, rock 
holes, a quartz manuport, isolated artefacts and an ochre deposit, was found 
around  484594E and 6731234N. The Widi Representatives identified this as a 
dreaming track and a camping and ceremonial place. They request that it be 
avoided. 

5. A second extensive breakaway, (Mt Gibson Pipeline 02), lies to the north of 
the proposed slurry pipeline (503496E, 6727964N and 503428E, 6727854N). 
It is an important ceremonial place and a dangerous men’s site. Widi 
representatives were emphatic that this area must be avoided. 

The main concerns of the Widi Mob representatives are: 

1. the potential impact of the proposal on Mongers Lake Waterway 
2. the potential impact of the proposal on the breakaway, Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 
3. that the Granite Outcrops 1 and 2, places of habitation and dreaming stories, 

be avoided by ensuring the proposed pipeline passes to the south of these 
features 

4. that the breakaway at Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 be avoided as it is a dangerous 
men’s site. 

 

Survey Results December 2005 
The second survey was conducted by AIC consultants Claire Greer and Adele Austin 
from 12 December to 16 December 2005 and covered the area from Perenjori to Mt 
Hill, at the western extent of the Widi Native Title Claimant area. The Widi Mob was 
represented by Joan Martin, Bill Lewis, Errol Martin Jnr, Carly Martin and Baymis 
Martin. 
 
The Widi Mob representatives identified the following sites: 

The Widi Mob representatives identified the Yarra Yarra Lakes system and the 
Lockier River as ethnographic sites. The Widi Mob reiterated the cultural importance 
of Irwin River (Site ID  18907). 
 
The Widi Mob representatives raised the following concerns and requests in relation 
to this section of the proposed pipeline corridor: 

1. The Widi Mob representatives were concerned that, because they were unable 
to access some places of interest to them that lay on private land, they could 
not convincingly comment on the heritage impact of the entire pipeline. 
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2. The Widi Mob representatives expressed concern about the impact of the 
pipeline on the Yarra Yarra Lakes site, and requested that the lakes be avoided 
where possible, or the impact on them be minimised. The centrepoint of the 
road crossing the Yarra Yarra Lakes is 391058E, 6746530N, Zone 50. 

3. A series of mesa-shaped mountains was sighted near the Mount Horner Oil 
Field.  A probable outcrop of ochre was seen on the face of one mesa. These 
landforms are significant and should be avoided. It seems that the pipeline 
passes some 3km from these landforms and to confirm this, the Widi Mob 
representatives have requested that they examine aerial maps featuring the 
pipelines. 

4. The pipeline crosses a rise of hills 30 kilometres south of Mingenew 
(364762E, 6750895N, Zone 50). The largest hill features a rocky outcrop that 
must be avoided. Near Sutherland Road, mid-way along the pipeline, the pipe 
passes a hill beside a powerline (399870E, 6745127N). The Widi Mob 
requested that this hill be avoided by 100m.  As a general condition, the group 
requested that hills should be avoided with a buffer zone of one hundred 
metres (100m). 

5. The pipeline crosses the Irwin River (331126E, 6769554N) and its tributary, 
the Lockier River (335504E, 6767379N), near Strawberry Road. The Irwin 
River is a previously recorded site and the Widi Mob reiterated the cultural 
importance of these rivers, describing the Lockier as ethnographically a part of 
the Irwin River. They were not able to access and view the exact points where 
the pipeline will cross these rivers, and were interested in what construction 
would be built to support the pipe. The Widi Mob representatives requested 
further consultation with Mount Gibson Iron regarding the details of this part 
of the development. 

6. The pipeline will involve clearing some natural vegetation and this loss was 
noted. In particular, a red berry-bearing bush was identified where the water 
pipeline joins the slurry pipeline (385100E, 6746400N, Zone 50). Two 
representatives said they had not seen this plant for many years and were 
concerned that its range may be limited and whether it had been noted during 
the environmental study. 

7. The Widi Mob representatives expressed an interest in the archaeological sites 
identified along the corridor. They expressed concern for the preservation of 
these sites where possible and concern for the potential for further 
archaeological material to be uncovered during ground disturbance activity. 

 
The main concerns of the Widi Mob representatives are: 

1. that hills be avoided with a buffer of one hundred metres (100m) 
2. the potential impact of the proposal upon the Yarra Yarra Lakes site 
3. the potential impact of the proposal on the Irwin and Lockier Rivers 
4. the potential impact of the proposal on flora 
5. that, being unable to access or, in some cases view, sections of the proposed 

pipeline, there is the potential that some important heritage issues may not 
come to light until clearing and construction have commenced.  
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Discussion 
Aboriginal people’s connection to land is rooted in their cosmic mythology, which is 
known as the Dreamtime: ‘The land was sacred because within it were manifested 
mythic beings of the Dreaming’ (Berndt 1979:9). The mythic beings who created, and 
are manifest in, the physical features of the land continue to imbue the features with 
meaning that is relevant in the present time and informs social relations and 
responsibility for protection (Berndt 1979, Bell 1993:137-139). The link between 
cosmology and responsibility is outlined in the forward to a later edition of Elkin’s 
Aboriginal Men of High Degree: 

Aborigines have the responsibility to be custodians of land, sea, and sky.  They 
must remain accountable to the ecological world, which accepts indigenous 
intrusion and use of that ecology only on sound practices of interaction with the 
spirit of the land, manifested in strict rules of respect and protection (J. Everett in 
Elkin 1994:xii). 

 
Accounts of Dreaming tracks, the routes of ancestral beings, have been widely 
discussed (Liberman 1976, Bell 1993:134). Liberman explains:  
 

The whole of the country is believed … to be criss-crossed by a network of tracks … 
of the world-creative powers. These tracks consist of a series of sites, usually 
consisting of a waterhole or other physical feature, stretching across the Desert for 
hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of kilometers. The tracks constituted a statement 
of resources (1976:ii). 
 

These resources include water supplies, food and shelter, and tracks also provide 
information about associated ceremonial behaviour. In this report, Widi people have 
identified features, such as two granite outcrops, that are part of Dreaming tracks and 
therefore are significant to them, despite the informants not verbalising further 
specific details about the features. 
 
A number of the sites of significance that the Widi Mob have identified in this report 
relate to watercourses. The Widi have reiterated that water supports all life and this 
belief has been reflected in other sources (Fisher 2005). As stated in the Ethnohistory 
section above, Jutson (1950) describes this area of Widi country as being 
‘characterised by strings of lakes and interconnecting streambeds and waterholes that 
have continuing sacred significance for the Indigenous people’. Sites that were 
identified during this survey will be recorded at the DIA, although they may be 
supported by generalized information only, and fall short of stipulated criteria 
(meeting S5 of The Act). Nonetheless, they are what the Widi Mob has reported as 
significant to them, based on their beliefs and concerns for the physical and spiritual 
world. 
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SITES AND IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSAL  
The following table represents both newly and previously identified sites that will be 
impacted by the proposed pipeline route.  
 
 

SITE NAME LOCATION  IMPACT WIDI  COMMENTS RECOMMENDATION 
Granite Outcrop 1 457255E,6737506N  

400m along road 
Pipeline passes 
close or across 

Avoid granites, 
pipeline should pass 
to south  

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of granites 

Granite Outcrop 2 465425E, 6734107N Pipeline passes 
close or across 

Avoid granites, 
pipeline should pass 
to south 

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of granites 

Mongers Lake 
Waterway 

Centre coordinate on 
road 471885E,673195N – 
site extends at least 2km 
either side of central point 

Pipeline crosses 
lake 

Important 
mythological creation, 
avoid where possible 

Apply section 18 to 
disturb. 
Include in Heritage 
Management 
Agreement 

Mt Gibson 
Pipeline 01 

SW coordinate: 
484380E,6731123N 
E coordinate: 
484838E,6731236N 

Pipeline impacts on 
the breakaway 

Important  Apply section 18 to 
disturb. 
Include in Heritage 
Management 
Agreement 

Mt Gibson 
Pipeline 02 

N coordinate:   
503496E, 6727964N 
S coordinate:   
503428E,6727854N 

Pipeline passes well 
to south of 
breakaway 

Dangerous men’s site. 
Will not be impacted 
by this development 

Personnel should be 
aware so as to avoid. 

Simpson Road 
Quarry 

389832E and 6746499N.  
5m x 1000m 

See Archaeological 
Report 

Interest and concern 
for preservation 

See Archaeological 
Report 

Simpson Road 
Artefact Scatter 

385135E and 6746448N.  
400m x 200m 

See Archaeological 
Report 

Interest and concern 
for preservation 

See Archaeological 
Report 

Yarra Yarra Lakes Point where pipeline and 
road cross wetlands, 
391058E, 6746530N 

The proposed 
pipeline corridors 
cross this site. 

Concerned about the 
impact of construction 
on this cultural site. 

Avoid where possible.   
Include in Heritage 
Management 
Agreement. 
Section 18 application 
to disturb 

Irwin River  
Site ID 18907 
 

Pipeline crosses river at 
331126E, 6769554N  

The proposed 
pipeline corridors 
cross this site. 

Concerned about the 
impact of construction 
on this cultural site. 

Include in Heritage 
Management 
Agreement. 
Section 18 application 
to disturb  

Lockier River 
 

Pipeline crosses river at 
335504E, 6767379N 

The proposed 
pipeline corridors 
cross this site. 

Concerned about the 
impact of construction 
on this cultural site. 

Include in Heritage 
Management 
Agreement. 
Section 18 application 
to disturb 

 Aboriginal Sites along the Pipeline Corridors and within the Widi Mob NTC 
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CONCLUSIONS 
1. The proposed slurry pipeline will cross the breakaway Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 

as identified by the Widi Mob representatives and will impact upon it.  

2. The proposed slurry pipeline will cross Mongers Lake as identified by the 
Widi Mob representatives and will impact upon it.  

3. The proposed pipeline corridor crosses the Yarra Yarra Lakes site, as 
identified by the Widi Mob representatives and will impact upon it.  

4. The proposed slurry pipeline will cross the Irwin River and Lockier River and 
impact upon them.  

5. The Widi Mob do not oppose the development but do have concerns about the 
extent of the proposed pipeline they were unable to access, which prevents 
them from meaningfully commenting of potentiality of impact on heritage 
sites. 

6. Given restricted access (no road access and private property under advanced 
crops) to the proposed pipeline corridors, there is the potential for further 
ethnographic features to exist. Access was particularly limited between 
Simpson Road and Wanneranooka Road, from Strawberry Road to Table Top 
Road, and from that point to the Alanooka Springs Road. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
AIC makes the following recommendations: 

1. The Mongers Lake Waterway, as requested by the Widi Mob representatives, 
be reported to the DIA for registration under The Act. 

2. The Granite Outcrop 1 and Granite Outcrop 2, as requested by the Widi Mob 
representatives, be reported to the DIA for registration under The Act. 

3. The breakaways at Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 and Mt Gibson Pipeline 02, as 
requested by the Widi Mob representatives, be reported to the DIA for 
registration under The Act. 

4. The Yarra Yarra Lakes, as requested by the Widi Mob representatives, be 
reported to the DIA for registration under The Act. 

5. The Lockier River, as requested by the Widi Mob representatives, be reported 
to the DIA for registration under The Act. 

6. Mount Gibson Iron Limited apply under Section 18 of The Act to disturb:  

• the Yarra Yarra Lakes site  
• the breakaway at Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 
• the Mongers Lake Waterway 
• the Irwin River 
• the Lockier River 
• the archaeological sites Simpson Road Quarry and Simpson Road 

Artefact Scatter. 

7. Mount Gibson Iron Limited avoids the granites identified as Granite Outcrop 1 
and Granite Outcrop 2 by ensuring the pipeline passes to the south. 

8. Mount Gibson Iron Limited makes personnel aware that they should avoid the 
area identified as Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 as it is a dangerous men’s site. 

9. Mount Gibson Iron Limited avoids hills, in particular the few detailed above, 
with a buffer of one hundred metres (100m).  

10. Mount Gibson Iron Limited makes available to the Widi Mob representatives, 
following their request, aerial photographs featuring the pipeline to assess the 
proximity of the pipeline development to culturally important topographical 
features. 

11. Mount Gibson Iron Limited makes available to the Widi Mob representatives, 
following their request and interest in flora identified, the environmental report 
for the pipeline development. 

12. Mount Gibson Iron Limited considers the Widi Mob representatives’ request 
for further consultation to address their concerns as detailed above. 

13.  Mount Gibson Iron Limited arranges on-site monitoring with Aboriginal 
representatives during ground disturbance works. It is advisable to arrange 
further surveys on a section-by-section basis for stretches of the pipeline that 
have not been seen during this survey. This would minimise the possibility of 
locating sites at a late stage, when the works are upon them. Such surveys may 
be practicable when private land is accessed by Mt Gibson Iron when works 
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commence and could be incorporated as a forerunner to monitoring, utilising 
cultural heritage monitors 

14. Mount Gibson Iron Limited, in liaison with the Widi Mob Native Title Claim, 
develops heritage protocols regarding the management of the Yarra Yarra 
Lakes, Mt Gibson Pipeline 01, Mongers Lake Waterway, the Irwin River and 
Lockier River site as part of a Heritage Management Agreement for the 
proposed pipeline corridor. 

15. AIC also recommends that all Mount Gibson Iron Limited staff and 
contracting personnel be made fully aware of their obligations under The Act. 
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Survey One: Granite Outcrop 1. 
 
 

 
 
Survey One: Granite Outcrop 2. 
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Survey One: Mongers Lake 
 
 

 
 
Survey One: View down breakaway at Mt Gibson Pipeline 01. 
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Survey One: Ochre on breakaway at Mt Gibson Pipeline 02. 
 
 

 
 
Survey Two: Yarra Yarra Lakes 
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Survey Two: Hills south of Mingenew; the Widi Mob are concerned that the 
 pipeline corridor impacted on these hills. 
 
 

 
 
Survey Two: Berry-bearing bush in remnant bushland near the junction of the  
water and slurry pipelines. 
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APPENDIX 1: ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ACT (1972) 
The following information is from a heritage perspective only, and any binding legal 
advice must be sought from an appropriate legal source. This information is extracted 
from the DIA website at www.dia.wa.gov.au. 
 
Developers must make a reasonable effort to find out if any sites exist in the 
development area. If a previously unrecorded site or any Aboriginal material is 
located the land owner or user must report them to the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites. 
 
Under the Act it is an offence to disturb any Aboriginal site. If a development is likely 
to impact on a site, consent to proceed must be given by the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs in the form of a section 18 permit. Penalties include fines of up to $2000 
and/or 12 months imprisonment. Sites or material can include burial grounds; 
symbols; objects; cave or rock paintings or engravings; stone structures; arranged 
stones; and carved trees.  
 
The Minister for Indigenous Affairs is responsible for the administration of the Act. 
He or she ensures that all places in Western Australia which are of traditional or 
current sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to Indigenous people are recorded 
and their importance evaluated.  
 
A section 18 permit is required only if a development is likely to impact on an 
existing site.  If no sites are located within an area, or if the development can avoid an 
existing site in a manner acceptable to relevant Aboriginal people, no section 18 is 
required. However, should a previously unrecorded site be located during works, then 
work must cease and a section 18 application must be made. For this reason it is 
recommended that a survey be conducted before development to assess the location of 
any sites and prevent delays to the proceedings. 
 
If monitoring by Aboriginal people and a heritage consultant is to occur during 
development, a section 16 permit can also be obtained which allows study and 
removal of objects located in the development area. Consultation with Aboriginal 
people before development should indicate whether this is an appropriate possibility 
to mitigate the impact of development. 
 
5. Application to places  
 
This Act applies to:  

(a) any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal 
descent have, or appear to have, left any object, natural or artificial, used for, or made 
or adapted for use for, any purpose connected with the traditional cultural life of the 
Aboriginal people, past or present;  

(b) any sacred, ritual or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special 
significance to persons of Aboriginal descent;  

(c) any place which, in the opinion of the Committee, is or was associated with 
the Aboriginal people and which is of historical, anthropological, archaeological or 
ethnographical interest and should be preserved because of its importance and 
significance to the cultural heritage of the State;  
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(d) any place where objects to which this Act applies are traditionally stored, 
or to which, under the provisions of this Act, such objects have been taken or 
removed.  
[Section 5 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 2; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 6.]  
 
6. Application to objects  
 

(1) Subject to subsection (2a), this Act applies to all objects, whether natural 
or artificial and irrespective of where found or situated in the State, which are or have 
been of sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to persons of Aboriginal descent, or 
which are or were used for, or made or adapted for use for, any purpose connected 
with the traditional cultural life of the Aboriginal people past or present.  

(2) Subject to subsection (2a), this Act applies to objects so nearly resembling 
an object of sacred significance to persons of Aboriginal descent as to be likely to 
deceive or be capable of being mistaken for such an object.  

(2a) This Act does not apply to a collection, held by the Museum under section 
9 of the Museum Act 1969, which is under the management and control of the 
Trustees under that Act.  

(3) The provisions of Part VI do not apply to an object made for the purpose of 
sale and which:  

(a) is not an object that is or has been of sacred significance to persons 
of Aboriginal descent, or an object so nearly resembling such an object as to 
be likely to deceive or be capable of being mistaken for the same; or  

(b) is an object of the kind referred to in paragraph (a) that is disposed 
of or dealt with by or with the consent of the Minister.  

[Section 6 amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 7.]  
 
7. Traditional use  
 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), in relation to a person of Aboriginal descent who 
usually lives subject to Aboriginal customary law, or in relation to any group of such 
persons, this Act shall not be construed: 

(a) so as to take away or restrict any right or interest held or enjoyed in 
respect to any place or object to which this Act applies, in so far as that right 
or interest is exercised in a manner that has been approved by the Aboriginal 
possessor or custodian of that place or object and is not contrary to the usage 
sanctioned by the Aboriginal tradition relevant to that place or object; or  

(b) so as to require any such person to disclose information or 
otherwise to act contrary to any prohibition of the relevant Aboriginal 
customary law or tradition.  
(2) Nothing in subsection (1) authorises any person, or group of persons, to 

dispose of or exercise any right or interest, or any purported right or interest, in a 
manner which is, in the opinion of the Minister, detrimental to the purposes of this 
Act.  
[Section 7 amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 8.]  
 
16. Excavation of Aboriginal sites  
 

(1) Subject to section 18, the right to excavate or to remove any thing from an 
Aboriginal site is reserved to the Registrar.  
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(2) The Registrar, on the advice of the Committee, may authorise the entry 
upon and excavation of an Aboriginal site and the examination or removal of any 
thing on or under the site in such manner and subject to such conditions as the 
Committee may advise.  
[Section 16 amended by No. 8 of 1980 s. 5; No. 24 of 1995 s. 17.]  
 
17. Offences relating to Aboriginal sites  
 
A person who: 

(a) excavates, destroys, damages, conceals or in any way alters any 
Aboriginal site; or  

(b) in any way alters, damages, removes, destroys, conceals, or who 
deals with in a manner not sanctioned by relevant custom, or assumes the 
possession, custody or control of, any object on or under an Aboriginal site, 
commits an offence unless he is acting with the authorisation of the Registrar 
under section 16 or the consent of the Minister under section 18.  

[Section 17 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 6; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 18.]  
 
18. Consent to certain uses  
 

(1) For the purposes of this section, the expression “the owner of any land” 
includes a lessee from the Crown, and the holder of any mining tenement or mining 
privilege, or of any right or privilege under the Petroleum Act 1967, in relation to the 
land.  

(1a) A person is also included as an owner of land for the purposes of this 
section if: 

(a) the person;  
(i) is the holder of rights conferred under section 34 of the 
Dampier to Bunbury Pipeline Act 1997 in respect of the land or 
is the holder's nominee approved under section 34(3) of that 
Act; or  
(ii) has authority under section 7 of the Petroleum Pipelines Act 
1969 to enter upon the land; or  

(b) the person is the holder of a distribution licence under Part 2A of 
the Energy Coordination Act 1994 as a result of which the person has 
rights or powers in respect of the land.  

(2) Where the owner of any land gives to the Committee notice in writing that 
he requires to use the land for a purpose which, unless the Minister gives his consent 
under this section, would be likely to result in a breach of section 17 in respect of any 
Aboriginal site that might be on the land, the Committee shall, as soon as it is 
reasonably able, form an opinion as to whether there is any Aboriginal site on the 
land, evaluate the importance and significance of any such site, and submit the notice 
to the Minister together with its recommendation in writing as to whether or not the 
Minister should consent to the use of the land for that purpose, and, where applicable, 
the extent to which and the conditions upon which his consent should be given.  

(3) Where the Committee submits a notice to the Minister under subsection (2) 
he shall consider its recommendation and having regard to the general interest of the 
community shall either:  
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(a) consent to the use of the land the subject of the notice, or a 
specified part of the land, for the purpose required, subject to such conditions, 
if any, as he may specify; or  

(b) wholly decline to consent to the use of the land the subject of the 
notice for the purpose required, and shall forthwith inform the owner in 
writing of his decision.  
(4) Where the owner of any land has given to the Committee notice pursuant 

to subsection (2) and the Committee has not submitted it with its recommendation to 
the Minister in accordance with that subsection the Minister may require the 
Committee to do so within a specified time, or may require the Committee to take 
such other action as the Minister considers necessary in order to expedite the matter, 
and the Committee shall comply with any such requirement.  

(5) Where the owner of any land is aggrieved by a decision of the Minister 
made under subsection (3) he may, within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
rules of court, appeal from the decision of the Minister to the Supreme Court which 
may hear and determine the appeal.  

(6) In determining an appeal under subsection (5) the Judge hearing the appeal 
may confirm or vary the decision of the Minister against which the appeal is made or 
quash the decision and substitute his own decision which shall have effect as if it were 
the decision of the Minister, and may make such order as to the costs of the appeal as 
he sees fit.  

(7) Where the owner of any land gives notice to the Committee under 
subsection (2), the Committee may, if it is satisfied that it is practicable to do so, 
direct the removal of any object to which this Act applies from the land to a place of 
safe custody.  

(8) Where consent has been given under this section to a person to use any 
land for a particular purpose nothing done by or on behalf of that person pursuant to, 
and in accordance with any conditions attached to, the consent constitutes an offence 
against this Act.  
[Section 18 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 6; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 19 2; No. 58 
of 1999 s. 39.]  
 
62. Special defence of lack of knowledge  
In proceedings for an offence against this Act it is a defence for the person charged to 
prove that he did not know and could not reasonably be expected to have known, that 
the place or object to which the charge relates was a place or object to which this Act 
applies. 
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APPENDIX 2: DEFINITIONS FOR SITES 
Structure: This is a generic label used to describe a range of archaeological features 
including what have been interpreted as lizard ‘habitats’, hunting blinds and stone 
arrangements (DIA file notes).   

Fishtraps: These can be broken down into two main groups; stone structures constructed in 
tidal estuaries, and wooden fences or weirs built across inland drainage features.  

Modified Trees: These are trees that show evidence of having been carved or scarred for the 
purpose of creating territorial markers, the extraction of raw material for the production of 
items of material culture (such as bowls or shields), or for the purpose of capturing animals 
such as possums.  

Painting: Aboriginal paintings were probably undertaken on a wide variety of media, but are 
best known from rockshelters, caves and overhangs where they are protected from the 
detrimental effects of the weather. A wide variety of motifs, including anthropomorphic, 
animal and geometric figures were used; stenciled objects are also common. Whilst 
spectacular painting sites can be found across most of the state, particularly in the Kimberley 
region, very few have been recorded in the lower Southwest.  

Engraving: These are places at which designs have been carved, pecked or abraded into a 
rock surface, are known to occur throughout much of the state although, in common with 
painting sites, they are rare in the Southwest.   

Grinding patches/grooves: In the lower Southwest of Western Australia grinding 
patches/grooves generally take the form of small circular depressions found on rocky 
exposures along the coast. These features are thought to represent activities relating to the 
production of ‘burley’ to be used in spear fishing.   

Quarry: These sites can take several forms. In most cases they comprise surface hardstone 
exposures, which were exploited as a raw material for the manufacture of stone artefacts. 
Ochre and other mineral pigments were also exploited, usually being mined from naturally 
occurring deposits.   

Artefact Scatters: Stone artefact scatters are the most common archaeological component 
represented throughout Southwest Western Australia. In most cases they comprise a surface 
scatter of stone artefacts, although a sub-surface component may also be present, particularly 
in depositional environments such as those found in the coastal and sub-coastal areas. Such 
deposits are particularly significant in terms of the potential afforded for dating the site and 
examining change over time. 

Middens: Such sites consist of scatters of humanly deposited shell, usually with a stratified 
component.   

 
Burials: These are generally difficult to identify unless explicitly distinguished by some sort 
of marker, are known to family and/or community members, or have been recorded in a 
documentary or oral format. 
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ATTACHMENT 1.  Swanland & the other Divisions (Jutson, 1950: 32) 
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ATTACHMENT 2.  Widi Country (Tindale, 1974). 
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ATTACHMENT 3.  The Northwest & Southwest (Horton, 1994: 1162). 
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 ADDENDUM TO REPORT ON AN ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEY WITH THE WIDI MOB NTC OF THE 
PROPOSED SLURRY AND WATER PIPELINES BETWEEN MT GIBSON AND GERALDTON, WA  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Background 
Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd (Mt Gibson) and Asia Iron Holdings Ltd (Asia Iron) 
propose to develop a pipeline corridor as part of a proposed iron ore mine at 
Extension Hill, Mount Gibson, in Western Australia.  The corridor will accommodate 
a slurry pipeline from the mine to Geraldton and a return pipeline to carry water back 
from Geraldton to the mine site.  There will also be a corridor for a pipeline to carry 
water from Tathra to connect to the main corridor and provide water to the Extension 
Hill mine site. 
 
In August and November 2005, the Widi Mob Native Title Claimants (unregistered) 
WAG6193/98 (WC97/072), whose claim covers this area, identified sites of 
significance to them within or near to the proposed corridor. The current Site 
Avoidance Survey was undertaken with the goal of clarifying the extent of sites to 
avoid them or mitigate the impact of the pipeline corridor on the sites, and to address 
concerns of the Widi Mob. The Widi Mob representatives, staff from Mt Gibson, 
KD.1 (land access coordinators) and Australian Interaction Consultants (AIC) were 
involved in this survey. 
 
Ethnography 
During the surveys in 2005, the Widi Mob had identified eight (8) ethnographic sites, 
one of them being sites on the DIA register: Irwin River (ID 18907). Two 
archaeological sites within this area had earlier been identified during an 
archaeological survey in May 2005. All of these locations were visited during this Site 
Avoidance Survey, as well as the new location for the junction between the slurry and 
water pipelines and two other places of concern to the Widi Mob: a line of hills south 
of Mingenew and a remnant of bushland supporting a particular berry-bearing plant. 
 
The Widi Mob representatives had the following concerns and requests: 

1. It was confirmed that the pipeline corridor does not impact on the hills south 
of Mingenew. The corridor crosses the Midlands Highway at 363740E, 
6752571N (Zone 50) and passes on flat terrain to the north. 

2. It was confirmed on aerial photographs that the pipeline does not impact on 
the mesa-shaped mountains near the Mount Horner Oil Field.   

3. The Widi Mob noted that by relocating the junction of the water and slurry 
pipelines, a particular berry-bearing plant identified in remnant bush, and of 
interest to the Widi Mob, will be avoided. 

4. The claypan east of Perenjori is significant to the Widi people, however, it has 
been dammed and dissected by the road and the Widi Mob does not request 
that this claypan be registered as a site. 

5. Joan Martin requested that three plaques be placed at sites important to the 
Widi Mob, including one at Camel Soak, which lies near the pipeline corridor 
and was identified during a survey in August 2005 (the other two are referred 
to in the report for additional Extension Hill survey areas, AIC 2006b). The 
Widi Mob will draft the inscription for the plaque. 

6. The newly identified sites are to be submitted to DIA for recording under s5 of 
The Act. Concerns regarding the ten identified sites are tabulated below. 

 CONFIDENTIAL REPORT PREPARED FOR MOUNT GIBSON IRON LTD BY AIC 
- 2 - 



 ADDENDUM TO REPORT ON AN ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEY WITH THE WIDI MOB NTC OF THE 
PROPOSED SLURRY AND WATER PIPELINES BETWEEN MT GIBSON AND GERALDTON, WA  

Recommendations 
 

SITE NAME IMPACT RECOMMENDATION 
TO MT GIBSON 

WIDI  MOB DO NOT OPPOSE S 18 
SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONDITIONS 

Irwin River 
ID 18907 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb. 

Widi Mob prefer HDD  

Lockier River  
 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

Widi Mob are emphatic HDD must be used 
for this crossing, and not trenching 

Simpson Road 
Artefact Scatter 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 

Simpson Road 
Quarry 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 on 
condition that: a) the area between the 
existing road and fence is the only area to be 
disturbed, b) the works will be monitored, 
and c) the Widi Mob will decide what to do 
with any artefacts that are found/disturbed.  

Yarra Yarra Lakes 
Site 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 on 
condition that the pipeline runs as close to 
the road as possible and disturbance is kept 
to a minimum. 

Granite Outcrop 1 Pipeline passes 
south 

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of granites 

 

Granite Outcrop 2 Pipeline passes 
south 

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of granites 

 

Mongers Lake 
Waterway 

Pipeline crosses 
lake 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb  

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 on 
condition that the existing causeway is 
widened by up to five metres and patent 
culverts under the causeway to allow the free 
flow of water in the lake system. 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 
01 

Pipeline realigned 
to pass south of 
the site 

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of breakaway  

 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 
02 

Pipeline passes 
well to south of 
breakaway 

Personnel should be 
aware so as to avoid. 

 

Recommendations for Identified Sites along the Pipeline Corridors that are within the Widi Mob NTC 
 
AIC makes the following recommendations to Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd and Asia 
Iron Holdings Ltd: 

1. The proponent makes application under Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 
(1972) to disturb the six sites named in the table above that will be impacted by 
the proposed pipeline corridor. 

2. The proponent considers the conditions put forward by the Widi Mob and stated in 
the table above. 

3. The proponent erects the plaques as requested by the Widi Mob. 

 
AIC also recommends that all Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd staff, Asia Iron Holdings 
Ltd staff and contracting personnel be made fully aware of their obligations under The 
Act.  
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Disclaimer 

AIC attempts to give voice to the Indigenous people who take part in surveys such as 
the one reported here. We neither claim the knowledge revealed to us, nor can we 
necessarily vouch for the veracity of the information given. We do, however, consult 
with people whom we consider to have the best knowledge of the area being 
surveyed. In instances where no ethnographic information is presented, it should not 
be presumed that heritage values are not present. Often, we are told by Indigenous 
people that they have not known the consultant sufficiently well, or that they have not 
been in the appropriate company, and have claimed ignorance of places that they may 
identify as a site at a different time, under different circumstances. Within this report 
we have intended that only the fact of a site be recorded. This report is not designed to 
be the basis of the recording of sites – it is designed to advise the client of those 
places that may need to be accommodated under The Act. More elaborate details of 
the place or object will be provided in the site recording forms that AIC will submit to 
DIA to enable the site recording process to be completed. 

 
GPS Datum 

The GPS datum used during this survey was either WGS 84 or MGA 94. 
 

Limitations 
Whereas we endeavour to pinpoint geographical/site locations, the limitations of 

handheld GPS devices will create inaccuracies on occasion. Also, the potential for 
error from datum shift is ever present. 
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CURRENT PROPOSAL AND AREA ASSESSED 
Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd (Mt Gibson) and Asia Iron Holdings Ltd (Asia Iron) 
propose to develop a pipeline corridor as part of a proposed iron ore mine at 
Extension Hill, Mount Gibson, in Western Australia. Asia Iron are whole owners of 
Extension Hill Pty Ltd and Mt Gibson MGM Pipeline Pty Ltd.   
 
The corridor will accommodate a slurry pipeline from the mine to Geraldton and a 
return pipeline to carry water back from Geraldton to the mine site.  There will also be 
a corridor for a pipeline to carry water from Tathra to connect to the main corridor 
and provide water to the Extension Hill mine site. 
 
The Widi Mob Native Title Claim (unregistered) WAG6193/98 (WC97/072) 
incorporates the proposed pipeline corridor from the Extension Hill mine site to Mt 
Hill in the west, about forty kilometres south-east of Geraldton. Most of the pipeline 
passes through cultivated or previously cleared land with occasional traverses across 
salt lakes, natural bush and rivers. 
 
In August and November 2005, the Widi Mob NTC identified sites of significance to 
them within or near to the proposed corridor (see Figure 2). The current Site 
Avoidance Survey was undertaken with the goal of clarifying the extent of sites to 
avoid them or mitigate the impact of the pipeline corridor on the sites. In addition, 
particular concerns of the Widi Mob that were raised following the surveys in 2005 
are to be addressed. By undertaking this survey, Mount Gibson and Asia Iron are 
responding to the request of the Widi Mob representatives, as recommended in the 
preliminary advice following the surveys of 2005, for further consultation to address 
their concerns. 
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Figure 1: Location of Mt Gibson pipeline, Widi Mob claim area and Sites 
identified during pipeline survey 2005. 

 
 
 
N.B. Native Title Claims information has been sourced from the Land Claims Mapping Unit, Geographic Services, Department 
of Land Information (DLI).  DLI accepts no responsibility for the use of this information and reference should be made to the 
Federal Court of Australia or the National Native Title Tribunal for confirmation of all claim boundaries and other details. 
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 REPORT METHODOLOGY 
Survey Type 
In completing this project, AIC conducted a Site Avoidance Survey of the proposed 
slurry and water pipelines, with the goal of clarifying the extent of sites in order to 
avoid them or mitigate the impact of the pipeline corridor on the sites.  AIC undertook 
an ethnographic consultation and the preparation of an accompanying report. The 
desktop study underpinning the survey was carried out prior to the ethnographic 
surveys of August and November 2005 (AIC 2006a). 
 
Ethnographic Survey Methodology 
AIC identified that the Widi Mob hold Native Title Claim over a large section of the 
pipeline corridor from Mount Gibson in the east to Mt Hill in the west. AIC 
conducted pre-consultation with the Widi Mob to arrange the field survey and 
subsequently conducted a field inspection of the pipeline corridor in May 2006, as 
detailed in the ‘Ethnographic Field Survey’ section of this report. 
 
Report Methodology 
The following report methodology was undertaken: 

1. Preparation of a preliminary advice of the proceedings of the research and 
consultation. 

2. Submission of the preliminary advice to all participating groups. 

3. Preparation of a draft report of the proceedings of the research and 
consultation. 

4. Submission of the draft report to all participating groups. 

5. Editing of the report where necessary. 

6. Submission of the final report to all groups including the Perth offices of the 
DIA, to accompany a section 18 application to disturb sites unavoidably 
affected by the development. 
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 ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELD SURVEY 
AIC contacted Joan Martin and made arrangements for the ethnographic survey. Mrs 
Martin, her son Errol Martin snr, and grandsons Errol Martin jnr, Ronald Martin 
Baymis Ugle and Djarren Martin partook in the survey.  
 
AIC consultants Ron Parker and Adele Austin conducted the survey. Peter Jones and 
Deb Coulthart from Mt Gibson provided project information. The group was 
accompanied by Alex Aitken from KD.1, who coordinated land access with 
pastoralists. 
 
The following locations of interest to the Widi Mob were focused upon during this 
survey: 

1. Eight (8) ethnographic sites identified by the Widi Mob during the 
ethnographic surveys in 2005.  
One of these sites is on the DIA register:  

• Irwin River (ID 18907). 
The others are:  

• Lockier River  
• The Yarra Yarra Lakes,  
• Mongers Lake,  
• the Granites 1 and 
• the Granites 2,  
• the breakaways called Mt Gibson 01 and  
• Mt Gibson 02. 

2. Two archaeological sites within this area that were identified during an 
archaeological survey in May 2005.  

3. The new location for the junction between the slurry and water pipeline.  
4. A line of hills south of Mingenew.  
5. A remnant of bushland supporting a particular berry-bearing plant. 
6. A claypan east of Perenjori. 

 
The Widi Mob representatives had the following concerns and requests: 

1. They would prefer that the crossing of the Irwin River is carried out by 
horizontal directional drilling (HDD) rather than trenching and are emphatic 
that the crossing of the Lockier River should by HDD and definitely not 
trenching. 

2. It was confirmed on aerial photographs that the pipeline does not impact on 
the mesa-shaped mountains near the Mount Horner Oil Field.   

3.  It was confirmed that the pipeline corridor does not impact on the hills south 
of Mingenew. The corridor crosses the Midlands Highway at 363740E, 
6752571N (Zone 50) and passes on flat terrain to the north. 

4. The Widi Mob had no concerns about the new location for the junction of the 
water and slurry pipelines. 

5. The Widi Mob noted that by relocating the junction of the water and slurry 
pipelines, a particular berry-bearing plant identified in remnant bush, and of 
interest to the Widi Mob, will be avoided. 

6. The pipeline corridor transects the Simpson Road Artefact Scatter, however it 
will be laid on the existing firebreak, minimising the impact to the site.  
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7. The pipeline corridor transects the Simpson Road Quarry where it will be laid 
between the existing road causeway and the fence just south of the road. The 
Widi Mob do not object to the crossing of the quarry on condition that: a) the 
area between the existing road and fence is the only area to be disturbed, b) the 
works will be monitored, and c) the Widi Mob will decide what to do with any 
artefacts that are found/disturbed.  

8. The Widi Mob does not object to the corridor crossing the Yarra Yarra Lakes 
on condition that the pipeline runs as close to the road as possible and 
disturbance is kept to a minimum. 

9. The claypan east of Perenjori is significant to the Widi people, however, it has 
been dammed and dissected by the road and the Widi Mob does not request 
that this claypan be registered as a site. 

10. The corridor passes south of the two sites identified as The Granites 1 and The 
Granites 2 and does not impact on them. 

11. Engineering options for the proposed pipelines to traverse Mongers Lake were 
discussed with the Widi Mob. The proponent suggested that the least 
disturbing option may be to widen the road causeway by a maximum of five 
metres on the north western side and position the pipeline in the newly built up 
causeway. The slurry dam necessary for HDD has its own impact on the 
environment and diminishes the attraction of drilling as an alternative. The 
Widi Mob were concerned whether water would still be able to flow from one 
side of the lake to the other and the proponent confirmed that culverts under 
the causeway do allow for this movement of water. The Widi Mob cannot 
approve this lake crossing but will not oppose the s18 to develop the pipeline 
in the widened causeway. 

12. During the survey, Mt Gibson and Asia Iron offered to realign the pipeline 
corridor so it passes south of the landform identified as a site, Mt Gibson 
Pipeline 01. The corridor will be developed along the existing track to the 
south of the breakaway. 

13. The breakaway landform at the site Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 was revisited 
although the pipeline corridor passes to the south of this feature and does not 
impact on it. However, it was noted that one free standing rock has been 
desecrated with painting and AIC will report this to the DIA. 

14. Joan Martin requested that three plaques be placed at sites important to the 
Widi Mob, including one at Camel Soak, which lies near the pipeline corridor 
and was identified during a survey in August 2005 (the other two are referred 
to in the Preliminary Advice for additional Extension Hill survey areas, AIC 
June 2006). The Widi Mob will draft the inscription for the plaque. 
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 IDENTIFIED SITES AND IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSAL  
 
SITE NAME IMPACT 
Irwin River 
ID 18907 

The proposed pipeline corridor crosses 
this site 

Lockier River  
 

The proposed pipeline corridor crosses 
this site 

Simpson Road Artefact Scatter The proposed pipeline corridor crosses 
this site 

Simpson Road Quarry The proposed pipeline corridor crosses 
this site 

Yarra Yarra Lakes Site The proposed pipeline corridor crosses 
this site 

Granite Outcrop 1 
 

Pipeline passes south 

Granite Outcrop 2 
 

Pipeline passes south 

Mongers Lake Waterway 
 

Pipeline crosses lake 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 Pipeline realigned to pass south of the 
site 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 Pipeline passes well to south of 
breakaway 
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CONCLUSIONS 
1. The Widi Mob do not oppose the pipeline route, subject to the negotiated 

adjustments, realignments and conditions that they have stipulated. 

2. By impacting on sites of importance to the Widi Mob, such as rivers and 
waterways, and despite the best mitigating efforts of Mount Gibson Iron 
Limited, the pipeline corridor does impact on the cultural heritage of the Widi 
Mob. 

3. Mount Gibson Iron Limited has responded to the request of the Widi Mob 
representatives, as recommended following the surveys of August and 
November 2005 (AIC 2006a), for further consultation to address their 
concerns. 

4. It has been clarified that the pipeline will not impact on points of concern to 
the Widi Mob that were raised during the surveys in August and November 
2005, such as proximity of the pipeline to particular hills and flora.  

5. The Widi Mob have requested that a plaque be erected at Camel Soak, for 
which they will draft an inscription. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

SITE NAME IMPACT RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO MT GIBSON and 
ASIA IRON 

WIDI  MOB DO NOT OPPOSE S 18 
SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONDITIONS 

Irwin River 
ID 18907 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb. 

Widi Mob prefer HDD  

Lockier River  
 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

Widi Mob are emphatic HDD must be used 
for this crossing, and not trenching 

Simpson Road 
Artefact Scatter 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 

Simpson Road 
Quarry 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 on 
condition that: a) the area between the 
existing road and fence is the only area to be 
disturbed, b) the works will be monitored, 
and c) the Widi Mob will decide what to do 
with any artefacts that are found/disturbed.  

Yarra Yarra Lakes 
Site 

The proposed 
pipeline corridor 
crosses this site 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb 

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 on 
condition that the pipeline runs as close to 
the road as possible and disturbance is kept 
to a minimum. 

Granite Outcrop 1 Pipeline passes 
south 

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of granites 

 

Granite Outcrop 2 Pipeline passes 
south 

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of granites 

 

Mongers Lake 
Waterway 

Pipeline crosses 
lake 

Apply for s 18 permission 
to disturb  

The Widi Mob do not oppose this s 18 on 
condition that the existing causeway is 
widened by up to five metres and patent 
culverts under the causeway to allow the free 
flow of water in the lake system. 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 
01 

Pipeline realigned 
to pass south of 
the site 

Ensure pipeline passes 
to south of breakaway  

 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 
02 

Pipeline passes 
well to south of 
breakaway 

Personnel should be 
aware so as to avoid. 

 

Recommendations for Identified Sites along the Pipeline Corridors that are within the Widi Mob NTC 
 
AIC makes the following recommendations to Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd and Asia 
Iron Holdings Ltd: 

4. The proponent makes application under Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 
(1972) to disturb the six sites named in the table above that will be impacted by 
the proposed pipeline corridor. 

5. The proponent considers the conditions put forward by the Widi Mob and stated in 
the table above. 

6. The proponent erects the plaques as requested by the Widi Mob. 

 
AIC also recommends that all Mount Gibson Iron Pty Ltd staff, Asia Iron Holdings 
Ltd staff and contracting personnel be made fully aware of their obligations under The 
Act.  
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 

 
Yarra Yarra Lakes 

 
 

 
Yarra Yarra Lakes; area between road and fence. 
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Mongers Lake from the causeway. 
 
 

 
 

The western approach to Mongers Lake crosses a series of claypans. 
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Irwin River 
 

 
 

Discussing the location of the proposed pipeline crossing the Irwin River 
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Location of proposed pipeline crossing of Lockier River 
 
 
 

 
 

Granite Outcrop 1: water-holding rock and place of historical and mythological 
importance. 
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Granite Outcrop 1: 

Granite Outcrop 2 
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Granite Outcrop 2 

Granite Outcrop 2 
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The breakaway at Mt Gibson Pipeline 01; rockholes with water. 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 01; rockshelters in the breakaway 
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Mt Gibson Pipeline 02: View of the breakaway. 

Mt Gibson Pipeline 02: restricted men’s site 
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Camel Soak 
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Berry-bearing plant in remnant bushland, now not impacted by junction of water and 
slurry pipelines. 
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APPENDIX 1: ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ACT (1972) 
The following information is from a heritage perspective only, and any binding legal 
advice must be sought from an appropriate legal source. This information is extracted 
from the DIA website at www.dia.wa.gov.au. 
 
Developers must make a reasonable effort to find out if any sites exist in the 
development area. If a previously unrecorded site or any Aboriginal material is 
located the land owner or user must report them to the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites. 
 
Under the Act it is an offence to disturb any Aboriginal site. If a development is likely 
to impact on a site, consent to proceed must be given by the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs in the form of a section 18 permit. Penalties include fines of up to $2000 
and/or 12 months imprisonment. Sites or material can include burial grounds; 
symbols; objects; cave or rock paintings or engravings; stone structures; arranged 
stones; and carved trees.  
 
The Minister for Indigenous Affairs is responsible for the administration of the Act. 
He or she ensures that all places in Western Australia which are of traditional or 
current sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to Indigenous people are recorded 
and their importance evaluated.  
 
A section 18 permit is required only if a development is likely to impact on an 
existing site.  If no sites are located within an area, or if the development can avoid an 
existing site in a manner acceptable to relevant Aboriginal people, no section 18 is 
required. However, should a previously unrecorded site be located during works, then 
work must cease and a section 18 application must be made. For this reason it is 
recommended that a survey be conducted before development to assess the location of 
any sites and prevent delays to the proceedings. 
 
If monitoring by Aboriginal people and a heritage consultant is to occur during 
development, a section 16 permit can also be obtained which allows study and 
removal of objects located in the development area. Consultation with Aboriginal 
people before development should indicate whether this is an appropriate possibility 
to mitigate the impact of development. 
 
5. Application to places  
 
This Act applies to:  

(a) any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal 
descent have, or appear to have, left any object, natural or artificial, used for, or made 
or adapted for use for, any purpose connected with the traditional cultural life of the 
Aboriginal people, past or present;  

(b) any sacred, ritual or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special 
significance to persons of Aboriginal descent;  

(c) any place which, in the opinion of the Committee, is or was associated with 
the Aboriginal people and which is of historical, anthropological, archaeological or 
ethnographical interest and should be preserved because of its importance and 
significance to the cultural heritage of the State;  
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(d) any place where objects to which this Act applies are traditionally stored, 
or to which, under the provisions of this Act, such objects have been taken or 
removed.  
[Section 5 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 2; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 6.]  
 
6. Application to objects  
 

(1) Subject to subsection (2a), this Act applies to all objects, whether natural 
or artificial and irrespective of where found or situated in the State, which are or have 
been of sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to persons of Aboriginal descent, or 
which are or were used for, or made or adapted for use for, any purpose connected 
with the traditional cultural life of the Aboriginal people past or present.  

(2) Subject to subsection (2a), this Act applies to objects so nearly resembling 
an object of sacred significance to persons of Aboriginal descent as to be likely to 
deceive or be capable of being mistaken for such an object.  

(2a) This Act does not apply to a collection, held by the Museum under section 
9 of the Museum Act 1969, which is under the management and control of the 
Trustees under that Act.  

(3) The provisions of Part VI do not apply to an object made for the purpose of 
sale and which:  

(a) is not an object that is or has been of sacred significance to persons 
of Aboriginal descent, or an object so nearly resembling such an object as to 
be likely to deceive or be capable of being mistaken for the same; or  

(b) is an object of the kind referred to in paragraph (a) that is disposed 
of or dealt with by or with the consent of the Minister.  

[Section 6 amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 7.]  
 
7. Traditional use  
 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), in relation to a person of Aboriginal descent who 
usually lives subject to Aboriginal customary law, or in relation to any group of such 
persons, this Act shall not be construed: 

(a) so as to take away or restrict any right or interest held or enjoyed in 
respect to any place or object to which this Act applies, in so far as that right 
or interest is exercised in a manner that has been approved by the Aboriginal 
possessor or custodian of that place or object and is not contrary to the usage 
sanctioned by the Aboriginal tradition relevant to that place or object; or  

(b) so as to require any such person to disclose information or 
otherwise to act contrary to any prohibition of the relevant Aboriginal 
customary law or tradition.  
(2) Nothing in subsection (1) authorises any person, or group of persons, to 

dispose of or exercise any right or interest, or any purported right or interest, in a 
manner which is, in the opinion of the Minister, detrimental to the purposes of this 
Act.  
[Section 7 amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 8.]  
 
16. Excavation of Aboriginal sites  
 

(1) Subject to section 18, the right to excavate or to remove any thing from an 
Aboriginal site is reserved to the Registrar.  
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(2) The Registrar, on the advice of the Committee, may authorise the entry 
upon and excavation of an Aboriginal site and the examination or removal of any 
thing on or under the site in such manner and subject to such conditions as the 
Committee may advise.  
[Section 16 amended by No. 8 of 1980 s. 5; No. 24 of 1995 s. 17.]  
 
17. Offences relating to Aboriginal sites  
 
A person who: 

(a) excavates, destroys, damages, conceals or in any way alters any 
Aboriginal site; or  

(b) in any way alters, damages, removes, destroys, conceals, or who 
deals with in a manner not sanctioned by relevant custom, or assumes the 
possession, custody or control of, any object on or under an Aboriginal site, 
commits an offence unless he is acting with the authorisation of the Registrar 
under section 16 or the consent of the Minister under section 18.  

[Section 17 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 6; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 18.]  
 
18. Consent to certain uses  
 

(1) For the purposes of this section, the expression “the owner of any land” 
includes a lessee from the Crown, and the holder of any mining tenement or mining 
privilege, or of any right or privilege under the Petroleum Act 1967, in relation to the 
land.  

(1a) A person is also included as an owner of land for the purposes of this 
section if: 

(a) the person;  
(i) is the holder of rights conferred under section 34 of the 
Dampier to Bunbury Pipeline Act 1997 in respect of the land or 
is the holder's nominee approved under section 34(3) of that 
Act; or  
(ii) has authority under section 7 of the Petroleum Pipelines Act 
1969 to enter upon the land; or  

(b) the person is the holder of a distribution licence under Part 2A of 
the Energy Coordination Act 1994 as a result of which the person has 
rights or powers in respect of the land.  

(2) Where the owner of any land gives to the Committee notice in writing that 
he requires to use the land for a purpose which, unless the Minister gives his consent 
under this section, would be likely to result in a breach of section 17 in respect of any 
Aboriginal site that might be on the land, the Committee shall, as soon as it is 
reasonably able, form an opinion as to whether there is any Aboriginal site on the 
land, evaluate the importance and significance of any such site, and submit the notice 
to the Minister together with its recommendation in writing as to whether or not the 
Minister should consent to the use of the land for that purpose, and, where applicable, 
the extent to which and the conditions upon which his consent should be given.  

(3) Where the Committee submits a notice to the Minister under subsection (2) 
he shall consider its recommendation and having regard to the general interest of the 
community shall either:  
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(a) consent to the use of the land the subject of the notice, or a 
specified part of the land, for the purpose required, subject to such conditions, 
if any, as he may specify; or  

(b) wholly decline to consent to the use of the land the subject of the 
notice for the purpose required, and shall forthwith inform the owner in 
writing of his decision.  
(4) Where the owner of any land has given to the Committee notice pursuant 

to subsection (2) and the Committee has not submitted it with its recommendation to 
the Minister in accordance with that subsection the Minister may require the 
Committee to do so within a specified time, or may require the Committee to take 
such other action as the Minister considers necessary in order to expedite the matter, 
and the Committee shall comply with any such requirement.  

(5) Where the owner of any land is aggrieved by a decision of the Minister 
made under subsection (3) he may, within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
rules of court, appeal from the decision of the Minister to the Supreme Court which 
may hear and determine the appeal.  

(6) In determining an appeal under subsection (5) the Judge hearing the appeal 
may confirm or vary the decision of the Minister against which the appeal is made or 
quash the decision and substitute his own decision which shall have effect as if it were 
the decision of the Minister, and may make such order as to the costs of the appeal as 
he sees fit.  

(7) Where the owner of any land gives notice to the Committee under 
subsection (2), the Committee may, if it is satisfied that it is practicable to do so, 
direct the removal of any object to which this Act applies from the land to a place of 
safe custody.  

(8) Where consent has been given under this section to a person to use any 
land for a particular purpose nothing done by or on behalf of that person pursuant to, 
and in accordance with any conditions attached to, the consent constitutes an offence 
against this Act.  
[Section 18 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 6; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 19 2; No. 58 
of 1999 s. 39.]  
 
62. Special defence of lack of knowledge  
In proceedings for an offence against this Act it is a defence for the person charged to 
prove that he did not know and could not reasonably be expected to have known, that 
the place or object to which the charge relates was a place or object to which this Act 
applies. 
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ATTACHMENTS: IDENTIFIED SITES 
ATTACHMENT 1: Mt Gibson Pipeline 01 Map 

 
 
 
 
 

 CONFIDENTIAL REPORT PREPARED FOR MOUNT GIBSON IRON LTD BY AIC 
- 29 - 



 ADDENDUM TO REPORT ON AN ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEY WITH THE WIDI MOB NTC OF THE 
PROPOSED SLURRY AND WATER PIPELINES BETWEEN MT GIBSON AND GERALDTON, WA  

ATTACHMENT 2: Mt Gibson Pipeline 02 Map 
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ATTACHMENT 3: Granite Outcrop 01. 
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ATTACHMENT 4: Granite Outcrop 02  
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ATTACHMENT 5: Mongers Lake System 
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ATTACHMENT 6: Yarra Yarra Lakes System 
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ATTACHMENT 7: Simpson Road Quarry 
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ATTACHMENT 8: Simpson Road Artefact Scatter 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Background 

Mount Gibson Mining Limited (Mt Gibson Mining) proposes to widen an existing 
road as part of a proposed iron ore mine at Extension Hill, Mount Gibson, eighty-five 
kilometres east of Perenjori in Western Australia.   

AIC was engaged by Mount Gibson Mining to complete an ethnographic and 
archaeological work area clearance survey under the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) 
of the proposed widening of Wanarra East Road between Extension Hill and 
Perenjori, Western Australia, with the Widi Mob Native Title Claimants 
WAG6193/98 (WC97/072). Most of the road passes through cultivated or previously 
cleared land with occasional traverses across salt lakes, natural bush and claypans. 
The proposal includes the widening and limited straightening of the existing road to 
transport hematite ore from Extension Hill Mine, adjacent to the Great Northern 
Highway at Mt Gibson, to a railway at Perenjori. 

This document is an addendum to a Report on an Ethnographic Survey with the Widi 
Mob Native Title Claimants of the Proposed Slurry and Water Pipelines between Mt 
Gibson and Geraldton, Western Australia (Australian Interaction Consultants (AIC, 
2006). The current road is located alongside the slurry pipeline corridor from 
Extension Hill to Perenjori and was utilised during the above survey to access and 
assess the area. As such, the proposed widening of the road falls predominantly within 
an area previously researched and surveyed in the above report. 

In August and November 2005, the Widi Mob Native Title Claimants WAG6193/98 
(WC97/072), whose claim covers this area, identified sites of significance to them 
within or near to the proposed slurry pipeline corridor. In the course of the previous 
survey the Widi Mob identified six points of interest along the proposed haul road 
route.  

Australian Interaction Consultants (AIC) was engaged between the 12th and 14th 
February 2007 to conduct an archaeological and ethnographic work area clearance 
survey of the proposed haul road by Mount Gibson Mining between Extension Hill 
and the township of Perenjori, Western Australia. This survey was undertaken to 
identify any sites and potential heritage issues within the proposed development area 
and to assess the previously identified six points of interest. The following report 
summarises the survey, and contains recommendations for the construction of the haul 
road and the future Aboriginal heritage work to be undertaken.  

 

Fieldwork: 

The ethnographic survey was completed on the 13th February 2007 by heritage 
consultants Ron Parker and Lucy McCarthy with representatives from the Widi Mob. 
The archaeological survey took place on the 12th and 13th February 2007 by heritage 
consultant Scott Chisholm and Sarah Lewis. The survey focussed on six (6) points of 
interest previously identified as a result of a Report on an Ethnographic Survey with 
the Widi Mob Native Title Claimants of the Proposed Slurry and Water Pipelines 
between Mt Gibson and Geraldton, Western Australia (Australian Interaction 
Consultants (AIC, 2006). In addition, deviations from the current road alignment were 
also surveyed.  
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Results: 

No (0) new ethnographic sites were located and no (0) ethnographic sites will be 
impacted by the proposed works. One (1) new archaeological site was located, 
however, no (0) archaeological sites will be impacted by the proposed works. 

 
Recommendations 

AIC makes the following preliminary recommendations: 

1. Mount Gibson Mining stays within the road reserve during works on the haul 
road project. 

2. Mount Gibson Mining avoids the granite outcrop (point of interest 03) (see 
page 10).   

3. Mount Gibson Mining avoids previously recorded sites. 

4. Mount Gibson Mining informs Widi Mob representatives in regards to the 
party responsible and the reasons for blocking off of the area that constitutes 
Mt. Gibson Pipeline 02 (point of interest 06) (see page 10). 

5. All Mount Gibson Mining Limited staff and contracting personnel are made 
fully aware of their obligations under The Act. 
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Abbreviations 
  ACMC   Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee 
  AIC   Australian Interaction Consultants 
  DIA    Department of Indigenous Affairs 
  NTC   Native Title Claimant Group 
  The Act  Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (WA) 

 
Disclaimer 

AIC attempts to give voice to the Indigenous people who take part in surveys such as 
the one reported here. We neither claim the knowledge revealed to us, nor can we 
necessarily vouch for the veracity of the information given. We do, however, consult 
with people whom we consider to have the best knowledge of the area being 
surveyed. In instances where no ethnographic information is presented, it should not 
be presumed that heritage values are not present. Often, we are told by Indigenous 
people that they have not known the consultant sufficiently well, or that they have not 
been in the appropriate company, and have claimed ignorance of places that they may 
identify as a site at a different time, under different circumstances. Within this report 
we have intended that only the fact of a site be recorded. This report is not designed to 
be the basis of the recording of sites – it is designed to advise the client of those 
places that may need to be accommodated under the Act. More elaborate details of the 
place or object will be provided in the site recording forms that AIC will submit to 
DIA to enable the site recording process to be completed. 

 
GPS Datum 

The GPS datum used during this survey was either WGS 84 or MGA 94. 
 

Lim itations 
Whereas we endeavour to pinpoint geographical/site locations, the limitations of 
handheld GPS devices will create inaccuracies on occasion. Also, the potential for 
error from datum shift is ever present. 
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Figure 1: Project Map and Aboriginal Sites 
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METHODOLOGY 
Survey Type 

In the completion of this project, AIC conducted an ethnographic and archaeological 
work area clearance survey under the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972). 

 

Desktop Survey 

Refer to AIC (2006) Report on an Ethnographic Survey with the Widi Mob Native 
Title Claimants of the Proposed Slurry and Water Pipelines between Mt Gibson and 
Geraldton, Western Australia. 

 

Report 

The following report methodology was undertaken: 

1. Preparation of a preliminary advice of the proceedings of the research and 
consultation. 

2. Submission of the preliminary advice to all participating groups. 

3. Preparation of a draft report of the proceedings of the research and 
consultation. 

4. Submission of the draft report to all participating groups. 

5. Editing of the report where necessary. 
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DESKTOP SURVEY 

Previously Recorded Sites and Reports 
Refer to AIC (2006) Report on an Ethnographic Survey with the Widi Mob Native 
Title Claimants of the Proposed Slurry and Water Pipelines between Mt Gibson and 
Geraldton, Western Australia. 

 

Discussion – Summary of Reports related to Project Area 
Aboriginal heritage research across most of this region has been recent, much taking 
place in the past decade, which coincides with an increase in mining in the area and 
the legal requirements of the Native Title process. Areas that have not previously been 
subject to intensive survey, such as the pipeline section from Perenjori to Mt. Gibson, 
have a higher potential for unrecorded sites to be located. 
 
Archaeological sites in this area include artefact scatters, rockshelters, a lizard trap, a 
rockhole and a cairn with water feature. These sites indicate historic Aboriginal 
occupation and habitation in this area. However, longstanding pastoral activity in the 
region will have destroyed or disturbed much material culture and reduced the 
archaeological potential for locating sites or supporting research.  
 
Ethnographic sites in this area focus on waterways. Rivers and claypans are 
components of Dreamtime tracks or stories that have ongoing significance for 
Aboriginal people. In previous surveys, Aboriginal consultants have tended not to 
oppose projects that unavoidably cross rivers and have been satisfied that 
development works have been altered to avoid other important features such as 
claypans (AIC, 2006). 

 

ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEY 

Methodology 
The Widi Mob Native Title Claimants (WAG6193/98 (WC97/072)), as such, were 
identified for consultation in the ethnographic survey.  AIC and Widi Mob 
representatives drove from Perth to Perenjori on Monday the 12th February. The 
survey was conducted and completed on Tuesday the 13th February. Throughout the 
course of the survey the parties viewed maps of the proposed development area and 
Mount Gibson Mining representatives Alex Aitkin and Peter Panek outlined the 
project details. The project area was inspected at the discretion of the Widi Mob 
representatives involved. The survey team drove from Perenjori along the haul road 
stopping at points of interest identified by representatives from the Widi Mob and 
Mount Gibson Mining (see Table 2).  The survey progress is detailed in Table 1. 

Date Group Indigenous AIC Mt Gibson Iron 
Ltd 

13/2/2007 The Widi 
Mob 

Joan Martin, Bill Lewis, Errol Martin, 
Jennifer Martin, Kerin Martin, Justin 

Martin, Errol Martin Junior 

Ron Parker, 
Lucy McCarthy, 
Scott Chisholm, 

Sarah Lewis 

Alex Aitken 
and Peter Panek 

Table 1: Survey Progress and Survey Party Representatives 
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Results 
Sites 

The Widi Mob representatives identified zero (0) new ethnographic sites within the 
proposed works area. 

 

Concerns and Requests 

The Widi Mob raised the following concerns and requests: 

1. “As long as the company stays within the road reserve, stay away from the 
granites and take the sharpness out of the curves, there are no issues”. 

2. “Gonna have to look out for sacred sites”. 

3. Widi representatives are present when sites are ‘flagged’ for avoidance. 

4. “Want to know who blocked off the breakaway area”. 

 

Overall Position 

The Widi Mob representatives stated they do not oppose the proposed widening of the 
road in accordance with the above concerns and requests. 

 

Discussion 
The proposed hematite haul road development by Mount Gibson Mining Limited will 
not impact any previously recorded ethnographic sites.  
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Background 
The archaeological survey began on the 12th February 2007 with AIC archaeologists 
Scott Chisholm and Sarah Lewis conducting a preliminary assessment of the six (6) 
areas outlined as points of concern by Widi representatives during the survey of the 
proposed slurry line route (see Table 2). Also assessed were the areas nominated by 
Mount Gibson Mining representative Peter Panek where existing corners in the haul 
road were to be realigned to reduce the angle to facilitate heavily laden traffic. 
Beyond these deviations the haul road was to follow and merely widen the extant 
road. On the 13th February 2007 a full archaeological inspection was conducted by 
vehicular and pedestrian transects of points of interest and deviations. The 
archaeological survey was undertaken in conjunction with the ethnographic survey. 

 

Survey Methodology  

The archaeological survey was undertaken by heritage consultants, Scott Chisholm 
and Sarah Lewis, on the 12th February and 13th February 2007.  

 

Results 

The results of the archaeological surveys are summarised in Table 2. Results revealed 
two (2) areas where archaeological material was identified, these areas were 03 and 
06. Only one of these areas, area 06, had sufficient archaeological material to be 
classified as an archaeological site. Road deviations near point of interest 04 were also 
examined, no archaeological material was found in these areas. 

The results are summarised in the Table 2: 

 

Points 
of 

Interest 
Easting Northing 

Description  
of Area 

Archaeological  
Results 

Comments 

01  434 180 67 41793 Claypan 
No archaeological 

material was identified 

Claypan is not located 
within proposed 

development area. Area 
within road reserve 
heavily disturbed. 

Minimal archaeological 
potential. 

02 457 100 67 37564 

Significant 
flora & 

small granite 
outcrop 

No archaeological 
material was identified 

Proposed development 
will be on existing road so 

as not to disturb area. 

03 465 468 67 34097 
Granite 
outcrop 

Sparse scatter of flakes 
associated with water 

hole 

Proposed development 
does not disturb 

archaeological material. 

04 471 927 67 31996 Causeway  
No archaeological 

material was identified 

No archaeological 
material will be impacted 

by the proposed 
development. 

05 484 486 67 31090 Breakaways 
No archaeological 

material was identified 
Proposed development 

will not impact this area. 
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06 503 512 67 28102 
Breakaways 
(Mt Gibson 
Pipeline 02) 

Archaeological material 
was identified, 

including: 
Scarred tree 
(50503324E, 

6727928N), campfires, 
sparse quartz scatter and 

modern artwork 

Breakaways are located 
away from the proposed 
development and will not 

be disturbed. 
Site is recorded as part of 
the Mt Gibson Pipeline 

02. 

Table 2: Summary of the archaeological survey results conducted for heritage clearance of the 
Mt Gibson haul road project 

 

One (1) new site was located, this is a scarred tree at Point of Interest 06, and it is 
considered to be part of Mt. Gibson Pipeline 02 a Men’s Site identified during the 
survey of the slurry pipeline route. 

No (0) archaeological material or sites were located in the survey of the road 
deviations.  

• Point of Interest 03 (50465468E, 6734097N) is a series of granite outcrops 
where a sparse scatter was identified associated with a small water hole to the 
North of the proposed road and outside of the road reserve. It is of limited 
archaeological significance as it has been heavily disturbed; however, it does 
indicate previous cultural activity in the area. 

• Point of Interest 06 (50503512E, 6728102N) is a series of breakaways and 
rock formations identified previously as a Men’s Site. Types of archaeological 
material identified included an unrecorded scarred tree (50503324E, 
6727928N, shown in Figure 1 below), a very sparse quartz background scatter, 
several campfires (both Aboriginal and European) and modern artwork. This 
area is of high archaeological significance and the evidence details the 
continual use of the area by Aboriginal people. This area is well outside 
proposed development, with no material culture associated with it within the 
area to be utilised. This site has been recorded previously in Report on an 
Ethnographic Survey with the Widi Mob Native Title Claimants of the 
Proposed Slurry and Water Pipelines between Mt Gibson and Geraldton, 
Western Australia (Australian Interaction Consultants (AIC, 2006).  

• The scarred tree at Point of Interest 06 is determined to be a part of, and 
directly associated with Mt Gibson pipeline 02 and as such will be recorded as 
part of the larger site. It is a Scar 63 cm long by 26 cm across, by 3.5-6 cm 
deep. No tool or incision marks are evident, and the tree has evidently healed 
after the scarring event (the edges are rounded). Evidence in favour of this 
been a scar caused by human agencies are present both in its shape (it tapers 
and is the right size to be utilised culturally) and that a parasite has dug furrow 
across the body of the tree that has been interrupted by the removal of the 
inner layer of bark. This can be seen in Figure 2 below. It is considered to add 
to the significance of the area, and is considered to be clearly associated with 
the Mt. Gibson pipeline 02 site. 
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Figure 2: Scarred Tree at Mt. Gibson Pipeline 02 

 

 
Figure 3: Detail of Scarred Tree 
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Discussion 
The archaeological survey has indicated that the proposed hematite haul road 
development by Mount Gibson Mining Limited will not impact any identified 
archaeological sites.  

There is no archaeological impediment to the development of the haul road. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
AIC makes the following conclusions: 

1. The Widi Mob representatives identified zero (0) new ethnographic sites 
within the proposed works area. 

2. One (1) new archaeological site was located, this is a scarred tree at Point of 
Interest 06, and is considered to be part of Mt. Gibson Pipeline 02 a Men’s 
Site identified during the survey of the slurry pipeline route. 

3. No (0) archaeological material or sites were located in the survey of the road 
deviations.  

4. There is no ethnographic or archaeological impediment to the development of 
the haul road. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
AIC makes the following preliminary recommendations: 

1. Mount Gibson Mining Limited stay within the road reserve during works on 
the haul road. 

2. Mount Gibson Mining Limited avoids the granites and takes the sharpness out 
of the curves in the haul road.   

3. Mount Gibson Mining Limited is aware of previously recorded sites and 
avoids them. 

4. Mount Gibson Mining Limited informs Widi representatives regarding the 
blocking off of the breakaway area. 

5. All Mount Gibson Mining Limited staff and contracting personnel are made 
fully aware of their obligations under The Act. 



 

 CONFIDENTIAL REPORT PREPARED FOR MOUNT GIBSON MINNIG LIMITED BY AIC 
- 14 - 

 

APPENDUM REPORT ON AN ETHNOGRAPHIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK AREA CLEARANCE 
SURVEY OF A PROPOSED HAUL ROAD BETWEEN EXTENSION HILL AND PERENJORI, WESTERN 

AUSTRALIA  

REFERENCES 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 
 
Australian Interaction Consultants, 2006, Report on an Ethnographic Survey with the  
Widi Mob Native Title Claimants of the Proposed Slurry and Water Pipelines between  
Mt Gibson and Geraldton, Western Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 CONFIDENTIAL REPORT PREPARED FOR MOUNT GIBSON MINNIG LIMITED BY AIC 
- 15 - 

 

APPENDUM REPORT ON AN ETHNOGRAPHIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK AREA CLEARANCE 
SURVEY OF A PROPOSED HAUL ROAD BETWEEN EXTENSION HILL AND PERENJORI, WESTERN 

AUSTRALIA  

APPENDIX I: ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ACT (1972) 
The following information is from a heritage perspective only, and any binding legal 
advice must be sought from an appropriate legal source. This information is extracted 
from the DIA website at www.dia.wa.gov.au. 
 
Developers must make a reasonable effort to find out if any sites exist in the 
development area. If a previously unrecorded site or any Aboriginal material is 
located the land owner or user must report them to the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites. 
 
Under the Act it is an offence to disturb any Aboriginal site. If a development is likely 
to impact on a site, consent to proceed must be given by the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs in the form of a section 18 permit. Penalties include fines of up to $2000 
and/or 12 months imprisonment. Sites or material can include burial grounds; 
symbols; objects; cave or rock paintings or engravings; stone structures; arranged 
stones; and carved trees.  
 
The Minister for Indigenous Affairs is responsible for the administration of the Act. 
He or she ensures that all places in Western Australia which are of traditional or 
current sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to Indigenous people are recorded 
and their importance evaluated.  
 
A section 18 permit is required only if a development is likely to impact on an 
existing site.  If no sites are located within an area, or if the development can avoid an 
existing site in a manner acceptable to relevant Aboriginal people, no section 18 is 
required. However, should a previously unrecorded site be located during works, then 
work must cease and a section 18 application must be made. For this reason it is 
recommended that a survey be conducted before development to assess the location of 
any sites and prevent delays to the proceedings. 
 
If monitoring by Aboriginal people and a heritage consultant is to occur during 
development, a section 16 permit can also be obtained which allows study and 
removal of objects located in the development area. Consultation with Aboriginal 
people before development should indicate whether this is an appropriate possibility 
to mitigate the impact of development. 
 
5. Application to places  
 
This Act applies to:  

(a) any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal 
descent have, or appear to have, left any object, natural or artificial, used for, or made 
or adapted for use for, any purpose connected with the traditional cultural life of the 
Aboriginal people, past or present;  

(b) any sacred, ritual or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special 
significance to persons of Aboriginal descent;  

(c) any place which, in the opinion of the Committee, is or was associated with 
the Aboriginal people and which is of historical, anthropological, archaeological or 
ethnographical interest and should be preserved because of its importance and 
significance to the cultural heritage of the State;  
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(d) any place where objects to which this Act applies are traditionally stored, 
or to which, under the provisions of this Act, such objects have been taken or 
removed.  
[Section 5 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 2; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 6.]  
 
6. Application to objects  
 

(1) Subject to subsection (2a), this Act applies to all objects, whether natural 
or artificial and irrespective of where found or situated in the State, which are or have 
been of sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to persons of Aboriginal descent, or 
which are or were used for, or made or adapted for use for, any purpose connected 
with the traditional cultural life of the Aboriginal people past or present.  

(2) Subject to subsection (2a), this Act applies to objects so nearly resembling 
an object of sacred significance to persons of Aboriginal descent as to be likely to 
deceive or be capable of being mistaken for such an object.  

(2a) This Act does not apply to a collection, held by the Museum under 
section 9 of the Museum Act 1969, which is under the management and control of the 
Trustees under that Act.  

(3) The provisions of Part VI do not apply to an object made for the purpose of 
sale and which:  

(a) is not an object that is or has been of sacred significance to persons 
of Aboriginal descent, or an object so nearly resembling such an object as to 
be likely to deceive or be capable of being mistaken for the same; or  

(b) is an object of the kind referred to in paragraph (a) that is disposed 
of or dealt with by or with the consent of the Minister.  

[Section 6 amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 7.]  
 
7. Traditional use  
 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), in relation to a person of Aboriginal descent who 
usually lives subject to Aboriginal customary law, or in relation to any group of such 
persons, this Act shall not be construed: 

(a) so as to take away or restrict any right or interest held or enjoyed in 
respect to any place or object to which this Act applies, in so far as that right 
or interest is exercised in a manner that has been approved by the Aboriginal 
possessor or custodian of that place or object and is not contrary to the usage 
sanctioned by the Aboriginal tradition relevant to that place or object; or  

(b) so as to require any such person to disclose information or 
otherwise to act contrary to any prohibition of the relevant Aboriginal 
customary law or tradition.  
(2) Nothing in subsection (1) authorises any person, or group of persons, to 

dispose of or exercise any right or interest, or any purported right or interest, in a 
manner which is, in the opinion of the Minister, detrimental to the purposes of this 
Act.  
[Section 7 amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 8.]  
 
16. Excavation of Aboriginal sites  
 

(1) Subject to section 18, the right to excavate or to remove any thing from an 
Aboriginal site is reserved to the Registrar.  
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(2) The Registrar, on the advice of the Committee, may authorise the entry 
upon and excavation of an Aboriginal site and the examination or removal of any 
thing on or under the site in such manner and subject to such conditions as the 
Committee may advise.  
[Section 16 amended by No. 8 of 1980 s. 5; No. 24 of 1995 s. 17.]  
 
17. Offences relating to Aboriginal sites  
 
A person who: 

(a) excavates, destroys, damages, conceals or in any way alters any 
Aboriginal site; or  

(b) in any way alters, damages, removes, destroys, conceals, or who 
deals with in a manner not sanctioned by relevant custom, or assumes the 
possession, custody or control of, any object on or under an Aboriginal site, 
commits an offence unless he is acting with the authorisation of the Registrar 
under section 16 or the consent of the Minister under section 18.  

[Section 17 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 6; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 18.]  
 
18. Consent to certain uses  
 

(1) For the purposes of this section, the expression “the owner of any land” 
includes a lessee from the Crown, and the holder of any mining tenement or mining 
privilege, or of any right or privilege under the Petroleum Act 1967, in relation to the 
land.  

(1a) A person is also included as an owner of land for the purposes of this 
section if: 

(a) the person;  
(i) is the holder of rights conferred under section 34 of the 
Dampier to Bunbury Pipeline Act 1997 in respect of the land or 
is the holder's nominee approved under section 34(3) of that 
Act; or  
(ii) has authority under section 7 of the Petroleum Pipelines Act 
1969 to enter upon the land; or  

(b) the person is the holder of a distribution licence under Part 2A of 
the Energy Coordination Act 1994 as a result of which the person has 
rights or powers in respect of the land.  

(2) Where the owner of any land gives to the Committee notice in writing that 
he requires to use the land for a purpose which, unless the Minister gives his consent 
under this section, would be likely to result in a breach of section 17 in respect of any 
Aboriginal site that might be on the land, the Committee shall, as soon as it is 
reasonably able, form an opinion as to whether there is any Aboriginal site on the 
land, evaluate the importance and significance of any such site, and submit the notice 
to the Minister together with its recommendation in writing as to whether or not the 
Minister should consent to the use of the land for that purpose, and, where applicable, 
the extent to which and the conditions upon which his consent should be given.  

(3) Where the Committee submits a notice to the Minister under subsection (2) 
he shall consider its recommendation and having regard to the general interest of the 
community shall either:  
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(a) consent to the use of the land the subject of the notice, or a 
specified part of the land, for the purpose required, subject to such conditions, 
if any, as he may specify; or  

(b) wholly decline to consent to the use of the land the subject of the 
notice for the purpose required, and shall forthwith inform the owner in 
writing of his decision.  
(4) Where the owner of any land has given to the Committee notice pursuant 

to subsection (2) and the Committee has not submitted it with its recommendation to 
the Minister in accordance with that subsection the Minister may require the 
Committee to do so within a specified time, or may require the Committee to take 
such other action as the Minister considers necessary in order to expedite the matter, 
and the Committee shall comply with any such requirement.  

(5) Where the owner of any land is aggrieved by a decision of the Minister 
made under subsection (3) he may, within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
rules of court, appeal from the decision of the Minister to the Supreme Court which 
may hear and determine the appeal.  

(6) In determining an appeal under subsection (5) the Judge hearing the appeal 
may confirm or vary the decision of the Minister against which the appeal is made or 
quash the decision and substitute his own decision which shall have effect as if it were 
the decision of the Minister, and may make such order as to the costs of the appeal as 
he sees fit.  

(7) Where the owner of any land gives notice to the Committee under 
subsection (2), the Committee may, if it is satisfied that it is practicable to do so, 
direct the removal of any object to which this Act applies from the land to a place of 
safe custody.  

(8) Where consent has been given under this section to a person to use any 
land for a particular purpose nothing done by or on behalf of that person pursuant to, 
and in accordance with any conditions attached to, the consent constitutes an offence 
against this Act.  
[Section 18 inserted by No. 8 of 1980 s. 6; amended by No. 24 of 1995 s. 19 2; No. 58 
of 1999 s. 39.]  
 
39. Functions of the Committee  

(1) The functions of the Committee are: 

(a) to evaluate on behalf of the community the importance of places and objects 
alleged to be associated with Aboriginal persons;  

(b) where appropriate, to record and preserve the traditional Aboriginal lore related to 
such places and objects;  

(c) to recommend to the Minister places and objects which, in the opinion of the 
Committee, are, or have been, of special significance to persons of Aboriginal descent 
and should be preserved, acquired and managed by the Minister;  

[(d) deleted]  

(e) to advise the Minister on any question referred to the Committee, and generally on 
any matter related to the objects and purposes of this Act;  
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(ea) to perform the functions allocated to the Committee by this Act; and  

(f) to advise the Minister when requested to do so as to the apportionment and 
application of moneys available for the administration of this Act.  

(2) In evaluating the importance of places and objects the Committee shall have 
regard to: 

(a) any existing use or significance attributed under relevant Aboriginal custom;  

(b) any former or reputed use or significance which may be attributed upon the basis 
of tradition, historical association, or Aboriginal sentiment;  

(c) any potential anthropological, archaeological or ethnographical interest; and  

(d) aesthetic values.  

(3) Associated sacred beliefs, and ritual or ceremonial usage, in so far as such matters 
can be ascertained, shall be regarded as the primary considerations to be taken into 
account in the evaluation of any place or object for the purposes of this Act.  

[Section 39 amended by No. 8 of 1980 s. 10; No. 24 of 1995 s. 32.]  

 
62. Special defence of lack of knowledge  
In proceedings for an offence against this Act it is a defence for the person charged to 
prove that he did not know and could not reasonably be expected to have known, that 
the place or object to which the charge relates was a place or object to which this Act 
applies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




