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Alternatives To maintain water supply reliability for the Scheme and meet 
future demand, the Corporation has evaluated a number of 
source options and is currently undertaking investigations for a 
Seawater Desalination Plant (SDP) as the preferred solution to 
supplement supply from the current sources.  

Early planning works identified potential SDP locations within 
the Burrup area, and engagement with the Murujuga Aboriginal 
Corporation (MAC) and other stakeholders is ongoing to 
confirm possible plant locations. The Corporation has also 
explored locations off the Burrup Peninsula.  

The forecast delivery date for the proposed Water Corporation 
SDP is 2032. The ultimate and staged sizing of the plant is yet to 
be determined. To support a robust determination, the 
Corporation proposes an independent reassessment of the 
aquifer sustainable yield. The Corporation’s expectation is that 
the scope of this reassessment will be developed in 
collaboration with Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation (DWER) and YAC.  

In February 2025, the State Government announced that the 
Corporation would engage with Rio Tinto Iron Ore (RTIO) on the 
feasibility of Stage 2 of RTIO’s Dampier SDP being made 
available for an interim supply of 4GL/a to help meet demand 
requirements until a long-term additional source can be 
delivered. The forecast delivery date for Stage 2 of the RTIO 
SDP is 2027, however the timeframe for the associated 
integration works is still being defined. This would effectively 
replace the current temporary 3GL/a licence for Millstream 
once operational until the next source is built. 

Further interim actions include the pursuit of a suite of upgrade 
works at the Harding water treatment plant and in the 
distribution system to maximise the use of Harding Dam when 
available to further reduce abstraction from Millstream 
Borefield. Those works will improve the daily production 
capacity of the plant and increase the ability to treat water 
when dam levels are low. The Corporation continues to 
implement demand management activities with customers. The 
Waterwise Towns program has been delivering water efficiency 
activities in West Pilbara for six years. This year’s program is 
underway and includes:  

• Providing ‘Showerhead Swap’ in the City of Karratha to 
save water in homes.  

• Delivering a series of four comparative water use 
behaviour change letters to 4000 residents in West Pilbara.  

• Collaboration with major employers and property 
managers in Karratha to provide tenants with information on 
fixing leaks and sprinkler compliance.  






















