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Magnetite Slurry Pipeline Spill Response Procedure 

The pipeline infrastructure is an enclosed system that contains magnetite slurry. The magnetite 

slurry is viscous and inert, presenting a low risk of leaks and spills causing significant impact to the 

surrounding environment. A 83 kilometre magnetite slurry pipeline has been operating at Savage 

River Magnetite Mine, north-west Tasmania, since the 1967. The construction and operation of 

the pipeline has been highly successful and has paved the way for world-wide acceptance of 

mineral transportation via pipeline over long distances. The Yogi Magnetite Mine proposed to 

construct an 80 kilometre magnetite slurry pipeline from the mine site to Geraldton and will 

intersect multiple land uses, including agricultural and pastoral leases, and other mine tenements. 

In the unlikely event of a minor or major magnetite slurry leak, Table 1 outlines the spill response 

procedure to be followed once a leak has been detected in the Magnetite slurry pipeline. 
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Table 1 Pipeline Spill Response Procedure 

Incident Incident Response Procedure 

Minor Leak 

1. Report the leak the Site Health, Safety and Environment Manager/ 
Environmental Advisor 

2. Assess the volume and extent of the leak 

3. Notify appropriate land owner 

4. Refer to system controls to minimise the volume of slurry reaching the leaking 
area  

5. Isolate the leak 

6. Develop remediation plan 

7. Remediate the surrounding area by digging up or vacuuming up spill spoil and 
placing it in tailings facility, or other appropriate designated laydown area, at the 
mine site 

8. Repair pipeline infrastructure 

9. Review incident and pipeline spill response procedure 

Major Leak 

1. Report the leak the Site Health, Safety and Environment Manager/ 
Environmental Advisor 

2. Assess the volume and extent of the leak 

3. Notify the Departments of Water and Environmental Regulation’s (DWER) 
Contaminated Sites Hotline on 1300 762 982 and follow DWER procedures. 

4. Notify appropriate land owner 

5. Refer to system controls to minimise the volume of slurry reaching the leaking 
area.  

6. Isolate the leak 

7. Development remediation plan 

8. Remediate the surrounding area by digging up or vacuuming up spill spoil and 
placing it in tailings facility, or other appropriate designated laydown area, at the 
mine site. 

9. Repair pipeline infrastructure 

10. Review incident and pipeline spill response procedure 

 


