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Committee has received legal advice that an attribution of generalised significance by 

Aboriginal people is insufficient to meet the requirements of Section 5 (b) of the Act. 

There is therefore a potential dissonance between "Aboriginal sites", as defined by 

Aboriginal people, and "Aboriginal sites", as defined by the Act. 

Given the proximity of the Project Area to Mussel Pool and the fact that it 

includes the headwaters of Bennett Brook, these considerations are relevant to the 

present study. 

4.0 REGISTER OF ABORIGINAL SITES AND ASSOCIATED REPORTS 

A search of the Register of Aboriginal Sites for listings that intersect the 

corridor or are within one hundred metres ( 1 00m) of its perimeter was carried out as a 

component of the assessment. As shown on Figure Two, six registered Aboriginal 

sites intersect, whilst one is within 100 metres, as follows. 

• Site Number 3840, "Bennett Brook Camp Area", a multiple-component site

with the following features; artefact scatter, ceremonial, fish trap, historical,

man-made structure, mythological, skeletal material/burial, camp, hunting

place, plant resource and water source. It is held under Restricted Access in

the Register. The footprint of this site shown in the publicly available version

of the Register intersects with the eastern part of the Railway Line corridor

between Hepburn A venue and Lord Street.
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Note: Text removed due to confidentiality.

The actual site is therefore outside the Railway Line survey corridor. 

• Site Number 551, "Lord Street North 1 ", a ceremonial site held under Open 

Access and located at (MGA Zone 50) 401793E 6479040N. It was recorded 

on the basis of information that appears to have been given by the late (name 

removed for cultural reasons) to the (then) Shire of Swan and included in a 

report by D.Lantzke and  Waister in 1995. It was described as a ceremonial 

and spiritual site ... of approximately 40 metres radius from the centroid grid 

reference ... a stand of paperbarks and ti-trees. The Aboriginal consultant 

believes (this site) to be a ceremonial site. He believes that it was an initiation 

ground in the days before his great grandfather. He also reports that this area 

is "sacred" ... that the titrees around this area are a symbolic representation of 

some of the old people who used the meeting ground ... he requested that it 

should be preserved as it was sacred and of great importance to him. He 

was not specific about the boundaries of the ceremonial grounds. No 

other Aboriginal consultant reported this site. Further data regarding 

this site, extracted from the Aboriginal Site File at DPLH, are included 

below as Appendix One. It lies wholly within the Railway Line survey 

corridor. This report also notes that the File describes the site as having a 

150m, rather than 40m, "probability radius" around the centroid.
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• Site Number 3692, "Bennett Brook In Toto", a mythological site held under

Restricted Access.

Note: Text removed due to confidentiality.

• Site Number 3426, "South Ballajura Camp", a former Aboriginal camping site

held under Restricted Access in the Register. Aboriginal association with this

area was also recorded by the present author in 1984. The site is outside the

Railway Line corridor but within the 100 metre surrounding area.

The following reports are the primary sources for the information included in

the DPLH Aboriginal Site Files and the Register of Aboriginal Sites detailed above. 

• R.O'Connor, C.Bodney and L.Little 1985. Preliminary Report on the Sun1ey

of Aboriginal Areas of Significance in the Perth Metropolitan and Murray

River Regions. Prepared under grant from Australian Heritage Commission.
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• R.O'Connor, G.Quartermaine and C.Bodney 1989. Report on an Investigation

into Aboriginal Significance of Wetlands and Rivers in the Perth-Bunbury

Region. Published by Western Australian Water Resources Council.

• R.O'Connor and G.Quartermaine 1987. Report on the Survey for Aboriginal

Sites in the Vicinity of the Proposed Northern Perimeter Highway Route.

Prepared for Main Roads Department.

• D.Lantzke and A.Waister 1995. Report on an Archaeological and

Ethnographic Heritage Survey of the Reid Highway/Lord Street Extensions,

Ellenbrook. Prepared for Main Roads Western Australia.

• R.O'Connor and G.Quartermaine 2012. Report on an Archaeological and

Ethnographic Heritage Survey of the Perth-Danvin National Highway

(PDNH) between Tonkin-Reid Highway and Maralla Road in Ellenbrook (the

PDNH-Tonkin Link).

• Amergin Consulting (Australia) Pty Ltd 2015. Report of an Ethnographic

Heritage Survey of the.Proposed NorthLink WA Project. Part 2: Perth-Danvin

National Highway.

5.0 ARCHIVAL DATA 

The notebooks of the late Daisy Bates, copies of which are held in the present 

author's private collection, were consulted as part of the Aboriginal heritage 

assessment. Bates makes no reference to Aboriginal sites within, or in the near 

vicinity of, the Railway Line corridor. On Page 33 of Notebook 20, it is noted that 

Joobytch 's father Moorytch owned the Guildford side of the river; Weerang and 
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• Registered Aboriginal Sites Numbers 3745 and 3692 are both highly 

significant to the Whadjuk people and other Perth Aboriginal families. That 

point should be noted before any consultative process begins.

• There are certain families accepted by the Nyungar people of Perth as having a 

special association with Bennett Brook and Mussel Pool. Steps should be 

taken to ensure that they are involved in any consultative process regarding the 

section of the proposed Railway Line passing through, over or near the above 

two sites. Of primary importance in this case are the Bropho and Bodney 

families. This report also notes that Mr Iva Hayward-Jackson was the 

appointed Law and Culture worker for the Swan Valley Nyungah Circle of 

Elders, which group was established by the late (name removed for cultural 

reasons).

• Consultation with the Nyungar people in regard to the Railway Line should 

take place at an early stage of the planning process in order to identify issues 

that may require detailed addressing.

8.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Public Transport Authority proposes the construction of a Railway Line 

from Morley to Ellenbrook. In January 2018, the Authority commissioned R & E 

O'Connor Pty Ltd to carry out a preliminary Aboriginal heritage assessment of the 

corridor in which the Railway Line will be constructed. This report details the 

findings of that assessment. 

A search of the Register of Aboriginal Sites for listings that intersect the 

proposed corridor or are within one hundred metres (I 00m) of its perimeter was 
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carried out as a component of the assessment. As shown on Figure Two of this report, 

six registered Aboriginal sites intersect, whilst one is within 100 metres, as fol lows. 

• Site Number 3840, "Bennett Brook Camp Area", a multiple-component site.

• Site Number 551, "Lord Street North 1", a ceremonial site.

• Site Number 552, "Lord Street North 2", a ceremonial, water source and

mythological site.

· • Site Number 3745, "Mussel Pool", a mythological site and former camping

area. 

• Site Number 20058, "Temporary Camp", an Aboriginal camping area site.

• Site Number 3692, "Bennett Brook In Toto", a mythological site.

• Site Number 3426, "South Ballajura Camp", a former Aboriginal camping

site. The site is outside the Railway Line corridor but within the I 00 metre

surrounding area.

Details of all the above relevant Aboriginal sites are included in this report. 

This report offers the following recommendations for consideration. 

Recommendation One: At an early stage of planning, PT A should issue to SW ALSC 

an Activity Notice pursuant to Section 8 of the Noongar Standard Heritage Agreement 

in respect of the proposed Railway Line. A consultative Aboriginal heritage survey 

should be carried out with the Whadjuk Group representatives nominated by 

SW ALSC as a result of the Activity Notice. Given that the project will involve a 

crossing of Bennett Brook, as noted above, it may be necessary to consult more 

widely than the standard eight representatives appointed by SWALSC. 
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