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Plate 22.  Shrub of Olearia sp. Sherwood Breakaways (A. Taylor 25552), approximately 0.7 m high. 

 

 
Plate 23. Low breakaway of Archaean granite, Sherwood Land System, Mt Keith, July 2007, 
supporting Olearia sp. Sherwood Breakaways (A. Taylor 25552). 
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Olearia sp. Sherwood Breakaways is known from the Sherwood Land System, Archaean granite 
breakaways between Albion Downs Station, Yakabindie Station and Leinster Downs Station.  It 
is also likely to occur on Weebo Station and other occurrences of the Sherwood Land System in 
this region.  The species has also been collected by Jonathan Warden (Western Botanical) at Mt 
Alfred, on Perrinvale Station, west of Menzies. 

The distribution of Olearia sp. Sherwood Breakaways within and nearby the MKS Proposal 
Study Area is presented in Figure 56.  Minor direct impacts to Olearia sp. Sherwood 
Breakaways will ensue from development of the MKS Proposal with one of the local populations 
being taken in the wastedump footprint adjacent to the Goliath pit and possibly a few individuals 
within the proposed haul road alignment. 

A preliminary investigation into the Olearia stuartii complex as well as O. humilis at the WA 
Herbarium by Geoff Cockerton and subsequently by Dr. Steven Dillon (WA Herbarium), proved 
inconclusive in dealing with Olearia sp. Sherwood Breakaways though did confirm its close 
relationship to O. stuartii in the Pilbara of WA.  This review did effectively separate numerous 
other species that had misidentified but curated within the two groups reviewed.  A detailed 
analysis of WA Herbarium held material, likely incorporating other closely related taxa, is 
required to progress this species. 
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Figure 56.  Known distribution of Olearia sp. Sherwood Breakaways (A. Taylor 25552) 
within and outside the MKS Proposal Study Area. 
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Olearia xerophila sens. lat. (G. Cockerton & P. Goodman WB38116) 

In May 2016, specimens of an Olearia were collected on the eastern border of the MKS Proposal 
Study Area (Plate 24).  These were identified as Olearia xerophila, being similar to material held 
at the WA Herbarium under that name that had been widely collected in the Pilbara region.  Two 
records from between Wiluna and Meekatharra made by A.R. Fairall in 1966 represent 
occurrences in the Murchison biogeographic region.  A review of the highly disjunct distribution 
of Olearia xerophila across Australia (Figure 57) led to a closer review of material held at the 
WA Herbarium’s Research Collection in January 2017 where it was found that the Type 
collection for O. xerophila was taken from north-eastern Qld. and that the W.A. entity differed 
significantly from that in the eastern part of its distribution (Dr. Steven Dillon pers. comm.). 

The review of the taxonomy of this group will require a Herbarium based review of the wider 
Olearia xerophila group.  It is satisfactory at this stage to determine that the species located on 
the eastern margin of the MKS Proposal Study Area, outside any areas of proposed impact but 
within the defined Disturbance Envelope, is identical to the material collected by A.R. Fairall 
between Wiluna and Meekatharra in 1966 and to specimens collected by Western Botanical near 
Leinster in 1997 and September 2017 (Figure 58).  These are superficially similar to the species 
that is common in the Pilbara of W.A. but differ in many characteristics.  In discussion with Dr. 
Steven Dillon at the WA Herbarium, who kindly reviewed the material held at the WA 
Herbarium in September 2017, it has been resolved to label the WA material as Olearia 
xerophila sens. lat., awaiting further taxonomic revision of this group. 

 

Plate 24.  Olearia xerophila sens. lat. shrub, MKS Proposal Study Area, May 2016. 



WB867 Flora and Vegetation Assessment of the Mt Keith Satellite Proposal Study Area October 2017 
 

  
 

208 

 

Figure 57.  Distribution of Olearia xerophila sens. lat. in Australia. 
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Figure 58.  Olearia xerophila sens. lat. records in the Murchison biogeographic region with 
collection details at each site shown. 
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The population of Olearia xerophila sens. lat. occurs some 50 to 100 m outside the eastern 
margin of the wastedump Disturbance Footprint (Figure 59).  The extent of the population here 
has not been assessed as yet. 

Though not impacted by the MKS project, the occurrence of Olearia xerophila sens. lat. at the 
MKS Proposal Study Area and at Leinster represents a poorly collected species (in this region) at 
the limit of its disjunct range, representing a range extension, hence the species is discussed as a 
Species of Interest.   
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Figure 59.  Known location of Olearia xerophila sens. lat. at the MKS Proposal Study Area. 

 
  




