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Figure 20.  Distribution of Cratystylis centralis sens. lat. near the MKS Proposal Study 
Area. 
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Eremophila pungens Priority 4 (including Eremophila sp. Leinster R.J. Cranfield 6767) 

Eremophila sp. Leinster (R.J. Cranfield 6767) is an erect, viscid shrub, which grows between 
0.5-1.5 m high and produces purple or violet flowers during July-August (Plate 3).  It occurs on 
colluvial plains, stony ironstone and quartz ridges, Archaean granite breakaways and laterite 
duricrust overlaying other geologies.  

The taxon present within the MKS Proposal Study Area is a new species, which was until 
recently circumscribed under Eremophila pungens P4 and is therefore discussed here.  It was 
reassessed recently and curated under Eremophila conglomerata (Det: Andrew Brown, 16th June 
2009) (Figure 21).  However, the authors remain concerned over its identity and the species 
should be regarded as a new taxon until the group is fully revised.  The taxon and its close 
relatives are in need to thorough taxonomic review. 

a b 

Figure 21.  Distribution of (a) Eremophila conglomerata, and (b) Eremophila pungens P4 in Western 
Australia (Western Australian Herbarium, 2016). 

Eremophila sp. Leinster (R.J. Cranfield 6767) is common between Leinster and Mt Keith on 
ironstone and occasionally on granitoid landforms.  The population of Eremophila sp. Leinster 
(R.J. Cranfield 6767) within the MKS Proposal Study Area has been estimated at 1,986 plants, 
the majority being north-west of the Six Mile orebody area and on the western edge of the 
proposed transport corridor, within the SIMS, SILS and BRX-P vegetation associations (Figure 
22).   
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Plate 3.  Eremophila sp. Leinster (R.J. Cranfield 6767). 

Chinnock (2007) prepared a monograph of Eremophila.  In this document he described 
Eremophila pungens from a specimen collected north-east of Wiluna on Carnegie Station (R.J. 
Chinnock 4672) but then illustrated the species using a specimen from the same region (R.J. 
Chinnock 4720) (pages 371 to 373).  He then presented a photograph of another specimen.  The 
specimen photographed by Chinnock is regarded as being conspecific with Eremophila sp. 
Leinster (R.J. Cranfield 6767). 

A review of the Eremophila sp. Leinster / E. pungens group in 2009 was conducted by Western 
Botanical using available WA Herbarium records of E. pungens.  The review suggested splitting 
E. pungens into three taxa: Eremophila pungens sensu stricto with prominent pungent spines on 
the leaf tips; Eremophila sp. Meekatharra (D.J. Edinger 4430) with very small leaves and calyx 
lobes, and Eremophila sp. Leinster (R.J. Cranfield 6767) which lacks the pungent spines of the 
type species.  Eremophila sp. Meekatharra has already been cleaved off as a separate species and 
is listed as a Priority 1 taxon (https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/34600).  The 
distribution of the two remaining species within Eremophila pungens (Eremophila pungens 
sensu stricto and Eremophila sp. Leinster (R.J. Cranfield 6767) as discerned in the above review 
by Western Botanical is presented in Figure 23. 

Twenty four plants of Eremophila sp. Leinster are known within the mine pits and wastedump 
areas of the MKS Development Envelope with a further 114 plants in the MKS transport 
corridor (total 138 plants) as it crosses the breakaway system north of the MKS resource area.  In 
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comparison to the regional population enumerated to date of 3,922 plants (considered a 
significant under-estimate), this represents a proportional impact of 3.17% on the known number 
of individuals of this species. 
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Figure 22.  Populations of Eremophila sp. Leinster (R.J. Cranfield 6767) within and nearby 
the MKS Proposal Study Area. 
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Figure 23.  Populations of Eremophila pungens P4 group (inclusive of E. sp. Leinster (R.J. 
Cranfield 6767) in north-eastern Goldfields region. 
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Grevillea inconspicua – Priority 4 

Grevillea inconspicua is an intricately branched, spreading shrub, which grows 0.6 – 2 m high 
and produces white or pink flowers between June and August (Western Australian Herbarium), 
(Plate 4).  It has simple leaves 10 - 45 mm long and 0.5 - 1.5 mm wide.  It occurs on gravel and 
loam, along drainage lines, on rocky outcrops and along creek lines and is distributed through 
the Murchison Biogeographic Region (Western Australian Herbarium) (Figure 24).   

 

Plate 4.  Grevillea inconspicua at Leinster, 2006, within the Bevon Land System and SIMS habitat 
unit. 

In the Leinster – Mt Keith – Mt Magnet regions, Western Botanical has encountered Grevillea 
inconspicua in close association with metabasalt geology of the greenstone ranges and 
subcropping or outcropping basalt rocks are always present where the plants exist. 

An estimated 413 plants of Grevillea inconspicua are scattered sparsely throughout the western 
and southern portions of the MKS Proposal Study Area (Figure 25).  This value is considered an 
incomplete census of the species within the MKS Development Envelope.  At MKS this species 
is associated with outcropping/subcropping metabasalts in the Bevon and Violet Land Systems 
within the Violet Range Priority Ecological Community.  Significant populations of this species 
are associated with the Violet Range, south-west of the MKS Proposal Study Area though they 
have not been assessed in detail and no population numbers are available.  Estimates made in 




