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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
FI Joint Venture Pty Ltd (‘FIJV’) has requested a ‘Due Diligence Risk Assessment’ report under the 
Western Australian Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (AHA) for a proposal to establish a mine and 
associated infrastructure at Yalgoo serviced by a slurry pipeline to the Port of Geraldton, in the Mid-
West Region in Western Australia.  
 
The purpose of the assessment is to provide advice regards the risk of a Section 17 breach of the 
AHA occurring should these works proceed as they are currently planned. The report will also 
provide management advice for the proponent to remain compliant with the AHA and to maintain 
good relations with the Aboriginal community in relation to this project.   
 
The Study Area for the establishment of the mine covers 8,233.67 hectares and is located to the east 
and north of Yalgoo. The defined Study Area consists of the following tenements: 
 

o L 59/ 156 
o M 59/ 740-1 
o P 59/ 2133 
o M 59/ 637-1 
o G 59/ 53 

 
In addition, a Pipeline is proposed to link the Mine with port facilities at Geraldton. The proposed 
infrastructure corridor is aligned for the most part along the Geraldton to Mount Magnet Road. The 
proposed Pipeline is 247.7 kilometres long and the Study Area for the infrastructure corridor varies 
from five kilometres to one kilometre wide (see Figures 1 & 2). 
 
In relation to this proposal Schedule 1 of the AHA Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Guidelines has 
determined that the establishment of the Mine constitutes a ‘Major Disturbance,’ as it involves 
clearing, blasting, construction and mining in a relatively unaltered environment (Due Diligence 
Guidelines 2013: 14).  
 
Schedule 2, the risk assessment matrix, suggests that the works pose a ‘High Risk’ as the land is a 
‘Minimally Altered’ to ‘Unaltered’ Environment.  A review of the DPLH Aboriginal Heritage Surveys 
report catalogue reveals that there have been no heritage surveys or consultations conducted in the 
majority of the relevant tenements and in none of the proposed project footprints. As such, there 
would be a higher risk of encountering an Aboriginal Heritage Sites. To mitigate this risk it is 
recommended that an Aboriginal Heritage Survey is conducted.  
 
In relation to the Pipeline corridor, Schedule 1 of the AHA Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence 
Guidelines has determined that the construction of a New Pipeline constitutes a ‘Significant 
Disturbance’ (Due Diligence Guidelines 2013: 14). However, the proposed Pipeline alignment is 
247.7 kilometres long and traverses a range of different environmental landscapes. Schedule 2, the 
risk assessment matrix, suggests that the works pose a ‘Low Risk’ where the land is a ‘Built 
Environment’.  However, where the works proceed outside the existing road formation, or previous 
pipeline trenches, then the risk increases to ‘moderate to high,’ as the potential does exist for sub-
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surface archaeological material to be present or the prospect of impacting the registered ceremonial 
or spiritual sites.  
 
A review of the DPLH Aboriginal Heritage Surveys report catalogue reveals that a large proportion of 
the Pipeline corridor has been subject to previous Aboriginal Heritage surveys. However, these 
surveys were conducted on a targeted and/or sample basis and not all of the relevant land was 
inspected. As such, there would be a higher risk of encountering an Aboriginal Heritage Sites in 
portions of the corridor so it is recommended that a targeted Aboriginal Heritage Survey is 
conducted. 
 
A search of the DPLH Aboriginal Sites and Places register revealed eight Registered Aboriginal 
heritage sites within the Study Area defined for the Pipeline corridor. There are 24 ‘Other Heritage 
Places’ on the Aboriginal Sites and Places register within this Study Area.  
 
Within the Study Area defined for the Mine there are two ‘Other Heritage Places’, one of which is 
also partially within the Pipeline Study Area. The two ‘Other Heritage Places’ are not within the 
current footprint for mining or its associated infrastructure. 
 

Recommendations 
 
In accordance with the Due Diligence Guidelines, the establishment of the Mine constitutes a High 
Risk in a Minimally Altered Environment and therefore it is recommended that an Aboriginal 
Heritage Survey is conducted in the disturbance footprint of the Mine and all associated 
infrastructure including access ways. 
 
In relation to the proposed Pipeline this risk varies from Low to High depending on the nature of the 
environment and it is recommended that a targeted Aboriginal Heritage Survey is conducted in 
locations where a survey has not previously been conducted and at places of high potential (specific 
recommendations regarding the conduct of further surveys are made in the ‘Review of Relevant 
Ethnographic & Archaeological Surveys’ section of the report). 
 
There are no reports lodged with DPLH that indicate that the Aboriginal Heritage Custodians and 
Native Title Groups have been apprised of this project or asked for comment regarding the impact 
this could have on the heritage values of the corridor and mine tenements. It is recommended that 
consultation is conducted with the knowledge holders, Aboriginal Heritage Custodians and Native 
Title Groups regarding this specific project. 
 
Furthermore, it is recommended that the location and extent of all sites and places in the vicinity of 
the Mine, Pipeline and associated structure are verified prior to the commencement of the works. 
This should also give regard to the boundaries defined by DPLH on the public database until the 
location of the sites is confirmed by the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites. 
 
It is recommended that the proponent make any project personnel aware of of Aboriginal Heritage 
Site boundaries in the vicinity of their activities and of their obligation to to report any previously 
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unrecorded archaeological material, should this be encountered during earthmoving, as outlined 
under Section 15 of the AHA. 
 
If ground disturbance is proposed to be conducted and/or work is required within the boundary of 
Site ID 4810 Bringo Road Deviation 3, Site ID 5673 Mullewa, Site ID 16157 Nungulya Well, Site ID 
18905 Tenindewa Creek, Site ID 18907 Irwin River (SC04), Site ID 20853 Geraldton Southern 
Transport Corridor Field Site 04, Site ID 24761 Greenough River and/or Site ID 30063 Chapman River 
(Geraldton) it is recommended that the proponent seeks consent under section 18 of the AHA to 
proceed. 
 
Part of the Section 18 process would include consultations with representatives of the relevant 
Native Title Claim groups to discuss any impacts that the repairs may have on their cultural values 
and to report on any heritage management requests that the Aboriginal community may have in 
relation to this proposed work. 
 
If ground disturbance is proposed to be conducted and/or work is required within the boundary of 
those ‘Other Heritage Places’ with the status of ‘Lodged’ it is recommended that it will be necessary 
to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes the place/s 
to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. It is further recommended that should the place/s be 
assessed as meeting the criteria of section 5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application 
under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH seeking permission to use the land that contains an 
Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for these applications, consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required. It is also 
possible to combine the request for site assessment and for section 18 consent as part of one 
application under section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 
It is finally recommended that the proponent gives due consideration to the specific recommended 
actions outlined in Table 5, which is a summary of site intersection areas identified within this Due 
Diligence Desktop Assessment, with particular regard to the recommendation made for Place ID 
21137 Three Decker Hills. 
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REPORT 
 

DUE DILIGENCE RISK ASSESSMENT ADVICE FOR A MINE PROPOSAL AT YALGOO 
AND AN INFRASTRUCTURE CORRIDOR BETWEEN YALGOO AND GERALDTON 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 

 

ISSUE 
FI Joint Venture Pty Ltd (‘FIJV’) has requested a ‘Due Diligence Risk Assessment’ report under the 
Western Australian Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (AHA) for a proposal to establish a mine and 
associated infrastructure at Yalgoo serviced by a slurry pipeline to the Port of Geraldton, Mid-West 
Region in Western Australia. 
 
The purpose of the assessment is to provide advice regards the risk of a Section 17 breach of the 
AHA occurring should these works proceed as they are currently planned. The report will also 
provide management advice for the proponent to remain compliant with the AHA and to maintain 
good relations with the Aboriginal community in relation to this project.   
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Study Area for the establishment of the mine covers 8,233.67 hectares and is located to the east 
and north of Yalgoo. The defined Study Area consists of the following tenements: 
 

 L 59/156 
 M 59/740-1 
 P 59/2133 
 M 59/637-1 
 G 59/53 

 
In addition, a Pipeline is proposed to link the Mine with port facilities at Geraldton. The proposed 
infrastructure corridor is aligned for the most part along the Geraldton to Mount Magnet Road. The 
proposed Pipeline is 247.7 kilometres long and the Study Area for the infrastructure corridor varies 
from five kilometres to one kilometre wide. 
 
Specifically the project will involve: 

 Mine Pits; 
 Waste Dumps; 
 Processing Waste Facility; 
 Mine Infrastructure; 
 Pipeline - Mine to Geraldton.  

 
 
 



11 | P a g e  
DUE DILIGENCE RISK ASSESSMENT ADVICE FOR A MINE PROPOSAL AT YALGOO AND AN INFRASTRUCTURE CORRIDOR BETWEEN YALGOO 
AND GERALDTON, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Table 1: FIJV Yogi Mine Site Layout project specifics 

ID Project Dimensions Hectares Mining 
Tenement Native Title Claim 

1 Crusher 417m NS x 225m EW 9.40 M 59/740-I  Widi Mob 
2 Ore Stockpile 485m NS x 327m EW 13.50 M 59/740-I  Widi Mob 
3 Administration 520m NS x 404m EW 21.05 L 59/156  Widi Mob 
4 Workshop 358m NS x 326m EW 11.66 L 59/156  Widi Mob 
5 Processing Plant 500m NS x 966m EW 48.35 L 59/156  Widi Mob 
6 Overburden Facility 920m NS x 790m EW 53.45 M 59/740-I  Widi Mob 
7 Mine Pit 2509m x 560m 147.91 M 59/740-I  Widi Mob 
8 Waste Rock Facility 1916m NS x 1306m EW 214.08 M 59/740-I  Widi Mob 
9 Dry Processing Waste 

Facility 
1352m NS x 1186m EW 160.44 L 59/156  Widi Mob 

10 Fresh Water Pond 259m NS x 273m EW 7.10 L 59/156  Widi Mob 
11 Drainage Water Pond 259m NS x 259m EW 6.74 M 59/740-I  Widi Mob 
12 Parking 230m NS x 246m EW 5.67 M 59/740-I  Widi Mob 

 Total 699.34  
 

Table 2: FIJV Pipeline Corridor project specifics 

ID 
Sections of the Pipeline 
Development Envelope 

Project Area 
Dimensions Hectares 

Mining Tenement
(intersect portions of 

tenement) 
Native Title Claim 

1 Pipeline corridor 
commencing from the 
FIJV Tenements in 
Yalgoo, west to 
Barnong-Wurarga Road 
in Yalgoo 

58.2km 
length x  

1km corridor 

5,864 E 59/1151, E 59/2077,  
E 59/2243, E 59/2244,  
E 59/2252, E 59/2284,  
E 59/2285, E 59/2288,  
E 59/2295, L 59/156,     

L 59/70 

 Mullewa Wadjari 
 Widi Mob 
 Wajarri Yamatji #1 
 Southern Yamatji  

2 Barnong-Wurarga Road 
in Yalgoo, west to 
Fegan Road in Pindar 

48.1km 
length x 

1km-5km 
corridor 

7,366 None  Mullewa Wadjari 
 Widi Mob 
 Wajarri Yamatji #1 
 Southern Yamatji  

3 Fegan Road in Pindar, 
west to Tenindewa 
North Road in 
Tenindewa 

44.8km 
length x  

5km corridor 

22,365 E 70/4995, E 70/4996, 
G 70/201, G 70/202,     
G 70/203, G 70/204,      
G 70/205, L 70/73,       

L 70/74 

 Southern Yamatji 
 

4 Tenindewa North Road, 
west to Kojarena South 
Road in Kojarena 

61.7km 
length x  

5km corridor 

30,785 E 70/5199  Southern Yamatji 
 

5 Kojarena South Road, 
west to Marine Terrace 
in Geraldton 

34.2km 
length x 

1km-5km 
corridor 

10,059 None  Southern Yamatji 
 

 Total 247km 
length 

76,439  
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LOCATION  

 
Figure 1: Location map of the Mine Development Area and Pipeline Corridor. 
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Figure 2: Map of FIJV Yogi Mine Project Layout.  
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APPROVALS PROCESS 
As a part of the approvals process, compliance with the Western Australian AHA is required which 
requires the proponent to identify and protect all Aboriginal heritage sites and places as defined by 
section 5 of the AHA prior to development occurring.  
 
If protection is not an option then consent to affect such sites and places can be sought from the 
DPLH and the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs under section 16 & 18 of the AHA, or under section 10 of 
the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations Act 1974. 
 
Under section 5 of the AHA an Aboriginal heritage site or place is defined as: 
 

a) any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal descent have, or 
appear to have, left any object, natural or artificial, used for, or made or adapted for use for, 
any purpose connected with the traditional cultural life of the Aboriginal people, past or 
present; 

b) any sacred, ritual or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special significance to 
persons of Aboriginal descent; 

c) any place which, in the opinion of the Committee, is or was associated with the Aboriginal 
people and which is of historical, anthropological, archaeological or ethnographical interest 
and should be preserved because of its importance and significance to the cultural heritage 
of the State; and 

d) Any place where objects to which this Act applies are traditionally stored, or to which, under 
the provisions of this Act, such objects have been taken or removed. 

 
Section 17 of the AHA states that ‘a person who excavates, destroys, damages, conceals or in any 
way alters an Aboriginal site commits an offence, unless he or she acts with the authorisation of the 
Registrar of Aboriginal Sites (Registrar) under section 16 or the consent of the Minister of Aboriginal 
Affairs (Minister) under section 18. An offence under section 17 of the AHA can incur a fine of up to 
$50,000 or if intent is proven 12 months imprisonment.  Consent can be also given by the ‘Registrar’ 
for emergency works or works that are unlikely to alter heritage values under the Aboriginal 
Heritage Regulations Act 1974.  
 
To assess the risks of a breach of section 17 of the AHA occurring, the DPLH, Aboriginal Heritage Due 
Diligence Guidelines, sets out a table that classifies types of ground disturbing activities (schedule 1) 
and their effects (risks) to Aboriginal heritage values. Schedule 2 sets out a risk assessment matrix 
(schedule 2) that then assesses these activities against land types where Aboriginal heritage may be 
present. The guidelines then determine the risk rating from low to high where the proposed activity 
may risk a breach of section 17 of the AHA (ibid).  
 
To mitigate these risks the DPLH recommend various levels of heritage assessment to locate and 
define the Aboriginal heritage values present and to determine the effects that the project will have 
on these values. These assessments then form the basis of avoidance planning or provide the 
supporting information to seek consent under the AHA if it is required. 
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Such assessments can vary from desktop research, which consists of a search of the Aboriginal Sites 
and Places Register at the DPLH, a search of heritage reports inventory and an analysis of their 
findings, to a full site identification survey, comprising of both archaeological and ethnographic field 
surveys.  
 
Full site identification surveys are usually required as the supporting evidence to seek ministerial 
consent under a section 18 application. When conducting site identification Aboriginal heritage 
surveys in support of a section 18 consent notice the ACMC will only give this notice consideration if 
the heritage consultant has correctly identified those who hold the knowledge of the sites heritage 
values and those who hold custodial rights to the area.  
 
To meet these requirements, it is usual that the Aboriginal informants for heritage surveys are 
identified and chosen by contact and consultation with the legal representative bodies such as 
Aboriginal Land Councils or law firms that represent groups under the Native Title Act 1993.  
 
However, while in the first instance contact and consultation with these groups is preferred to 
demonstrate that procedural fairness has been afforded, exclusive control of the selection process 
by these bodies is not mandatory under the AHA.  Prior to native title anthropologists often 
identified these people through community networks. However, the politics of native title has made 
this a riskier method, with land councils in particular lodging complaints that due process has not 
been followed. Having a native title claim is considered by the ACMC as a qualification to speak on 
heritage matters. 
 
DPLH heritage assessment policy advises that to ensure that all heritage values are correctly 
identified for subject lands that the following categories of Aboriginal people should be consulted:  

 DPLH named site informants; 
 Native title owners or claimants;  
 Those who express and interest and those who have demonstrated heritage knowledge of 

an area. 
 
In terms of those who have an interest in the above defined project areas it has been determined 
from an analysis of reports, sites and place files, informants lists, and native title claims that the 
following groups and individuals have a heritage interest (see tables 1 & 2 and map in figures 1-2). 
 

Table 1: Representative Body contact details for relevant Native Title Claim group. 

Native Title  
Claim 

Representative 
Body Contact Portion of Project Area 

Mullewa Wadjari 
Community 
WC1996/093 

Heritage Link (08) 9443 9397 Overlays sections of the eastern end of the 
Pipeline Development Corridor 

Widi Mob 
WC1997/072 

MPS Law 0456 000 996 Overlays the eastern end of the Pipeline 
Development Corridor and the entirety of the 
Mine Proposal Area 

Wajarri Yamatji 
#1 

Heritage Link (08) 9443 9397 Overlays sections of the eastern half of the 
Pipeline Development Corridor 
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Native Title  
Claim 

Representative 
Body Contact Portion of Project Area 

Southern Yamatji YMAC (08) 9268 7000 Overlays most of the eastern side of the Pipeline 
Development corridor, extending south and west 
from the Wajarri Yamatji boundary line. Note: New 
application filed in April 2017 which combines the 
overlapping claims into one NTC group. The status 
of this application is ‘currently identified for 
registration decision, Pre-notification’. 

 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) represents one of the native title claim groups in 
heritage matters along the pipeline path to the Port of Geraldton. YMAC will assist clients who wish 
to conduct a survey with the selection of some six Aboriginal informants as spokespersons. It is usual 
for YMAC to contract the heritage consultant however in some circumstances they will assist the 
proponents appointed consultants as long as the claim group are happy to work with this person, 
however this is not their normal way of working and this arrangement must be negotiated prior to 
engaging consultants.   
 
The contact details for YMAC are as follows: 
 Ms Kirsty Anderson (Heritage Manger) 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 
Level 8, 12-14, the Esplanade Perth WA 
T: (08) 9268 7000 M: 0447 117 406 | kanderson@ymac.org.au 

 
Both the Mullewa Wadjari and the Wajarri Yamatji native title claim groups are represented in 
heritage matters by Ms Patricia Edwards from Heritage Link. Heritage Link provides business 
brokerage to each group and does not become the Heritage Service Provider like YMAC. Heritage 
Link facilitates the selection and mobilisation of the survey teams to work with the heritage 
consultant appointed by the proponent.  
 
The contact details for Heritage Link are as follows: 

Ms Patricia Edwards 
Heritage Link 
PO Box 117 North Perth WA 6906 
T 08 9443 9397 | M 0438 757 274 
patricia@heritagelink.com.au | www.heritagelink.com.au 

 
MPS law represents the Widi Mob WC1997/072 native title claim group. MPS law determine the 
selection of the Widi participants to work with the HSP appointed by the company. MPS Law require 
an executed heritage agreement with the proponent prior to a survey taking place 
 
The contact details for MPS Law are as follows: 

Ms Tayla Inglis 
MPS Law 
2/459 Morphett Street 
Adelaide South Australia 5000 
T 08 7221 1690 | M 0456 000 996 tayla@mpslaw.com.au 
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Table 2: List of named site informants for Registered Sites 

ID Site/Place Name NTC Group Named Site Informants 

Site ID 4810 Bringo Road Deviation 3 Southern Yamatji N/A 

Site ID 5673 Mullewa Southern Yamatji Mr J. Comeagain (deceased) and 
Mr Leedham Papertalk 

Site ID 16157 Nungulya Well Southern Yamatji N/A 

Site ID 18905 Tenindewa Creek Southern Yamatji Mr Errol Martin (deceased) 

Site ID 18907 Irwin River (SC04) Southern Yamatji None, Widi Mob Native Title Claim 
group representatives 

Site ID 20853 
Geraldton Southern 

Transport Corridor Field 
Site 04 

Southern Yamatji Naaguja NTC; Wilinyu NTC 

Site ID 24761 Greenough River Southern Yamatji Mr Lindsay Councillor,  
Mr Malcolm Papertalk 

Site ID 30063 Chapman River 
(Geraldton) Southern Yamatji Amangu NTC; Naaguja NTC; Mullewa 

Wadjari NTC 
 

 
Figure 3: Map of Native Title Claims in relation to the Mine Development Area and Pipeline Corridor, Western Australia. 

 
  



18 | P a g e  
DUE DILIGENCE RISK ASSESSMENT ADVICE FOR A MINE PROPOSAL AT YALGOO AND AN INFRASTRUCTURE CORRIDOR BETWEEN YALGOO 
AND GERALDTON, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

DESKTOP ASSESSMENT  
A search of the DPLH Aboriginal Sites and Places register within the Study Area defined for the 
Pipeline revealed eight Registered Aboriginal heritage sites. There are also 24 Other Heritage Places 
on the Sites and Places register within this Study Area.  
 
Within the Study Area defined for the development of the Mine there are no registered sites but 
there are two places recorded on the DPLH public database that may be sites but have not yet been 
assessed by the ACMC, one of which is also within the Pipeline Study Area. 
 
Of the 25 Other Heritage Places found within both Study Areas, 16 have not yet been assessed by 
the ACMC and may in the future be evaluated as meeting the criteria of the AHA and afforded all of 
the protection of that Act. These are signified by “L” in the table as this denotes “Lodged” on the 
interim register. It will be necessary to treat these places as sites until the status has been decided as 
the AHA provides protection for sites whether they are Registered or not. 
 
“C” - Sites or places that have no coordinates are restricted. Restricted sites and places files can only 
be accessed with the written permission of the knowledge holders. This permission could not be 
obtained for a desktop study.  
 

Table 3: Summary of Aboriginal heritage sites/places with extents that intersect the Pipeline Study Area. 

ID Name Status Access Restriction 
Location (GDA94 Zone 50)* 

mE              mN 
Type 

Aboriginal Heritage Sites  

4810 
Bringo Road 
Deviation 3 

R O N 289255 6818567 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 
5673 Mullewa R C Y Male only N/A N/A Ceremonial 

16157 Nungulya Well R O N 371449 6846241 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 

18905 Tenindewa Creek R C Y N/A N/A 
Artefacts, 
Myth Arch 

Deposit 

18907 Irwin River (SC04) R C Y N/A N/A 
Historical/ 

Myth 

20853 

Geraldton 
Southern 
Transport 

Corridor Field Site 
04 

R O N 264906 6813588 
Natural 
Feature 

24761 Greenough River R O N 389523 6893919 Mythological 

30063 
Chapman River 

(Geraldton) 
R O N 284031 6835565 

Historical, 
Mythological, 

Birth Place,  
Water Source 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

4497 
Salt River & Burra 

Lakes 
SD C Y N/A N/A Mythological 
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ID Name Status Access Restriction 
Location (GDA94 Zone 50)* 

mE              mN 
Type 

4551 Clune L O N 289938 6816251 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 

4808 
Bringo Road 
Deviation 1 

SD O N 289906 6818728 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 

4809 
Bringo Road 
Deviation 2 

SD O N 289454 6818596 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 
5477 Gas Pipeline 75 L O N 316639 6834651 Artefacts 

18906 
Wangara Creek/ 
Salt River (SC03) 

L O N 438640 6849216 

Mythological, 
Rockshelter, 

Named Place, 
Water Source 

19478 
Kockatea Creek 
Artefact Scatter 

L O N 333752 6838429 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter, 
Grinding 
Patches/ 
Grooves 

19479 
Woderarrung 
Creek Artefact 

Scatter 
L O N 354323 6844541 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter 

19480 
Noorgung Hill –

Site 3 
L O N 449300 6862202 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter 

19482 
Wurarga 

Deviation Site 2 
L O N 433150 6855767 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter, Quarry 

19483 
Wurarga 

Rockhole 2 
L O N 442025 6858660 Water Source 

19484 
Wurarga 
Rockhole 

L O N 428931 6855954 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter, Man-

Made 
Structure, 

Water Source 

19526 
WMSC25 – 

Breakaway Line 
L O N 369790 6845548 Camp 

19527 
WMSC26 – 

Breakaway Line 
L O N 362747 6843872 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter, 

Mythological 

20468 
Wurarga 

Rockshelters 
L O N 425258 6856422 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter, 

Mythological, 
Rockshelter, 

Natural 
Feature 

20469 
Yalgoo Creekline 

Scatters 
L O N 484025 6864150 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter, 
Natural 
Feature 

20852 
GSTC-ISO-01 to 

04 
SD O N 272726 6811911 

Isolated 
Artefacts 
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ID Name Status Access Restriction 
Location (GDA94 Zone 50)* 

mE              mN 
Type 

20854 

Geraldton 
Southern 
Transport 

Corridor Field Site 
03 

SD O N 272580 6811848 Modified Tree 

20855 

Geraldton 
Southern 
Transport 

Corridor Field Site 
02 

SD O N 269301 6811990 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 
 

21137 Three Decker Hills SD O N 473300 6865000 
Mythological, 

Natural 
Feature 

25557 
Nundemarra-
Kojarena Gabi 

L O N 292142 6818480 
Mythological, 
Water Source 

26739 
GSTCS2 – Artefact 

Scatter 
AS001/2009 

L O N 270359 6811912 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 

29199 AARNET AS-01 SD O N 308937 6824347 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 

29217 
Geraldton- Mount 

Magnet Road 
Artefact Scatter 

L O N 289619 6818576 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 

* Please note: Coordinates are indicative locations that represent the centre of sites as shown on maps produced by the DPLH – they may 
not necessarily represent the true centre of all sites. #NYR- Not Yet Recorded on the DPLH Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System. 

LEGEND: R – Registered Site, I - Insufficient Information, SD - Stored Data, L - Lodged awaiting assessment, IA - Information Assessed, 
O – Access Open, C - Closed Access, N – File Not Restricted. 

 
 

Table 4: Summary of Aboriginal heritage places with extents that intersect the Mine Study Area. 

ID Name Status Access Restriction 
Location (GDA94 Zone 50)* 

mE              mN 
Type 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

20469 
Yalgoo Creekline 

Scatters 
L O N 484025 6864150 

Artefacts/ 
Scatter, 
Natural 
Feature 

24169 Yalgoo 1 L O N 482819 6873509 
Artefacts/ 

Scatter 
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REGISTERED SITES 

SITE ID 4810 BRINGO ROAD DEVIATION 3 (S01959) 

This heritage place consists of a scatter of stone artefacts over an area measuring 40 metres x 30 
metres. It was recorded by S. Brown in 1984 during a survey for the Bringo deviation to the 
Geraldton Mount Magnet Road. The assemblage consists of quartz debitage and one fragment of 
fine-grained black material. In total 20 artefacts were observed at the place. One hundred and 
twenty metres to the east is Place ID 4809 and beyond that are Place ID 29217 and Place ID 4808, all 
of which are scatters of stone artefacts. 
 
The place is situated on the flat top of a ridge that slopes down to a creek line to the west. At the 
time of recording piles of large stone were noted over a length of 20 metres, about 3 metres in 
width and piled to 80 centimetres high. The recorder conceded that they could have been arranged 
there by human agency. However, there was insufficient evidence to ascertain whether the piles of 
rocks were part of an Aboriginal heritage site or associated in any way with the scatter of artefacts 
nearby. 
 
The ACMC assessed this to be a site under section 5(a) and section 39.2(c) of the AHA in August 2000 
(ACMC Resolution ID 4350/00123, Meeting ID 484). On the Register of Aboriginal Sites, Site ID 4810 
is represented by a polygon measuring 130 metres x 75 metres. The current alignment of the 
proposed pipeline passes 550 metres to the south of Site ID 4810 (not affected). 
 

 
Figure 4: Map of Site ID 4810 Bringo Road Deviation 3, Place ID 4809 Bringo Road Deviation 2, Place ID 4808 Bringo Road 

Deviation 1 and Place ID 29217 Geraldton-Mt Magnet Road Artefact Scatter in relation to the proposed pipeline 
corridor. 
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Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that should there be need to conduct works inside the boundary of Site ID 4810, 
it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH seeking 
permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. As a basis for this application 
consultation with the named site informants and native title claim representatives, and further 
archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 

REGISTERED SITE ID 5673 MULLEWA 

This registered site is of ceremonial importance and is closed because it contains sensitive 
information that is restricted to males only. The primary informants for the ceremonial site are Mr 
Jack Comeagain (Deceased) and Mr Leedham Papertalk. No further information on its content or 
coordinates is available because of cultural reasons.  
 
According to the DPLH Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System Site ID 5673 Mullewa is located to the east 
of Mullewa, approximately within 2 km from town. Site ID 5673 is mapped as a 2.031 km E/W x 
2.031 km N/S square, centred on coordinate 355660mE 6842270mN. This boundary is a large buffer 
zone surrounding the actual site, as the true location details are restricted and not necessarily placed 
centrally within the polygon. 
 
An ethnographic Aboriginal Heritage Survey was conducted by Big Island Research in 2011 for a 
proposed railway upgrade which considered Site ID 5673 Mullewa. The report noted that this site is 
an ‘Old Mullewa Law Ground’ that is no longer active and that it was located “across a street from 
the rail line” and that the railway upgrade would not impact upon this site (BIR 2011: 24-25). No 
further location information was provided within this report due to it being a gender restricted site.  
 
The current alignment of the proposed pipeline passes 1.2 kilometres to the north of Site ID 5673. 
The ACMC assessed this ceremonial site to be a site under section 5(b) and section 39.2(b) of the 
AHA in August 2000 (ACMC Resolution ID 4350/00123, Meeting ID 484).  
 
Archival research conducted by BGA has confirmed that the actual extent of this restricted site is 
located within the development envelope (depicted in yellow on map in figure 5) and outside of the 
proposed pipeline corridor (depicted in red in figure 5). However due to the restrictions placed on 
the site file, the actual location of the site cannot be provided.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that should works need to be conducted inside the DPLH boundary of Site ID 
5673, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH seeking 
permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. As a basis for this application 
consultation with the named site informants and native title claim representatives will be required. 
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Figure 5: Map of Site ID 5673 Mullewa in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 

 

REGISTERED SITE ID 16157 NUNGULYA WELL  

This site was recorded during a survey of AGL gas pipeline route options and was discovered near 
the route but not within the disturbance footprint of the pipeline. It is a small and diffuse scatter of 
stone artefacts on the northern edge of a salt pan and creek which flows into the Irwin River. The 
area is subject to disturbance from pastoral activity and flooding. 
 
The boundary of the site is represented on the DPLH public database as a circle with a diameter of 
300 metres. Seven artefacts were noted in a sample square of 20 metres x 20 metres within the site. 
The assemblage includes a chert blade, a fine-grained volcanic rock core and several flakes of 
silcrete, chert and quartz. The recorders suggested that there may be subsurface archaeological 
material present but it is unlikely to have stratigraphic integrity. They assessed the site as having 
very little research potential and considered it to be of low scientific significance. 
 
The ACMC assessed this place to be a site under section 5(a) and section 39.2(c) of the AHA in 1998 
(Resolution 2880, 15/12/1998). The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is 550 metres north 
of the site as it appears on the Register of Aboriginal Sites.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proponent avoids any ground disturbance within Site ID 16157. 
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It is further recommended that should there be need to conduct works within Site ID 16157, it will 
be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH seeking permission 
to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. As a basis for this application consultation with 
the named site informants and native title claim representatives will be required. 
 

 
Figure 6: Map of Site ID 16157 Nungulya Well in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 

 

REGISTERED SITE 18905 TENINDEWA CREEK 

This registered site is a closed site because it contains sensitive information.  It was recorded by Ron 
Parker in 2002 during a survey for infrastructure from Geraldton to North Eastern Goldfields. The 
primary informant is Mrs Joan Martin (deceased). The Widi mob identified the site as an important 
waterway formed during the dreamtime and associated with the Greenough River.  The site is of 
mythological significance and contains artefacts, a water source, a natural feature and an 
archaeological deposit.   
 

According to the DPLH site file map, Site ID 18905 extends for 20 kilometres N/S in a zigzag fashion.  
The site is centred on the Kockatea creek and adjacent banks and land. It has been given a large 
buffer zone surrounding it but as all details are restricted the actual width of the Aboriginal heritage 
site is unknown. The alignment of the pipeline passes through the site and given the nature and 
length of Tenindewa Creek it does not appear possible to avoid this crossing. 
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to 
the DPLH seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
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It is further recommended that as a basis for this application consultation with the named site 
informants and native title claim representatives will be required in order to provide information to 
the ACMC and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs regarding the impact that the crossing will have on 
the heritage values of the site and strategies formulated with the Aboriginal heritage custodians to 
mitigate the damage to the site. 
 

 
Figure 7: Map of Site ID 18905 Tenindewa Creek in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor and development 

envelope. 

 

REGISTERED SITE ID 18907 IRWIN RIVER (SC04) 

This registered site is identified as an historical and mythological site is a closed site because it 
contains sensitive information.  No further information on its content or coordinates is available 
because of cultural reasons.  
 
According to the DPLH site map Site ID 18907 extends 43kms NS in a zigzag fashion.  The site is 
centred on the creek and adjacent banks and land. It has been given a large buffer zone surrounding 
it but as all details are restricted the actual width is unknown.  The alignment of the pipeline passes 
through the site and unless the pipeline were to deviate 8.5 kilometres to the north it does not 
appear possible to avoid this crossing. 
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to 
the DPLH seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
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It is further recommended that as a basis for this application consultation with the named site 
informants and native title claim representatives will be required in order to provide information to 
the ACMC and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs regarding the impact that the crossing will have on 
the heritage values of the site and strategies formulated with the Aboriginal heritage custodians to 
mitigate the damage to the site. 
 

 
Figure 8: Map of Site ID 18907 Irwin River in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 

 

SITE ID 20853 GERALDTON SOUTHERN TRANSPORT CORRIDOR FIELD SITE 04 

This site was recorded by K. Edwards and P. Stevens in 2002 during a heritage investigation of the 
proposed Geraldton Southern Access Corridor. It is a soak located in a broad and flat interdunal 
swale. It measures approximately three metres north south and six metres east west and at the time 
of recording had a water depth of 40 centimetres. Historical use of the soak was evident in 
quantities of dumped bottle glass and other refuse. Due to dense vegetation visibility was poor and 
compromised an archaeological survey for other cultural material.  
 
During consultation with the Naaguja and Willinyu by McDonald Hales and Associates in 2002 the 
Aboriginal heritage custodians expressed concern about the possibility of sub surface cultural 
material at the soak and asked that it be avoided. On the Register of Aboriginal Sites, Site ID 20853 is 
represented by a circular polygon with an approximate diameter of 35 metres. The current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline passes a mere 25 metres to the north of Site ID 20853.  
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Figure 9: Map of Site ID 20853 Geraldton Southern Transport Corridor Field Site 04 in relation to the proposed pipeline 

corridor. 

 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that all employees and contractors are advised to be careful in the vicinity of this 
site given the proximity to the proposed pipeline. A barrier around the area of the works in the 
vicinity of this site may be necessary. Please note that constructing a fence around a site constitutes 
concealment, and therefore an offence, and is not possible without authorization from the Registrar 
of Aboriginal Sites or the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 
 
It is further recommended that should there be need to conduct works inside the boundary of Site 
ID 20853, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. As a basis for this application 
consultation with the named site informants and native title claim representatives, and further 
archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 

REGISTERED SITE ID 24761 GREENOUGH RIVER  

This registered site was reported in 2007 during a survey by Brad Goode for Water Corporation.  The 
informants were Lindsay Councillor and Malcolm Papertalk. The mythological site was created by 
two Beemara (water serpents).  A freshwater Beemara from Yalgoo area, the origin of the river, 
travelled towards the coast and fought with the salt water Beemara. The site where they fought is 
Devlin Pool where the salt water serpent won and thus the water is saline.  The freshwater Beemara 
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then retreated inland creating fresh pools along the Greenough River wherever it stopped. This story 
belongs to both Naaguja and Wadjari speakers. 
 
According to the DPLH site map Site ID 24761 extends some 144 km NS in a meandering fashion.  
The site is centred on the creek and adjacent banks up to 30m either side of the high water mark. 
The alignment of the pipeline passes through the site and given the nature and length of the 
Greenough River it does not appear possible to avoid this crossing. 
 

 
Figure 10: Map of Site ID 24761 Greenough River in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor and development 

envelope. 

 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to 
the DPLH seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
It is further recommended that as a basis for this application consultation with the named site 
informants and native title claim representatives will be required in order to provide information to 
the ACMC and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs regarding the impact that the crossing will have on 
the heritage values of the site and strategies formulated with the Aboriginal heritage custodians to 
mitigate the damage to the site. 
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REGISTERED SITE ID 30063 CHAPMAN RIVER (GERALDTON)  

This registered site was reported in 2010 subsequent to a survey by Australian Interaction 
Consultants with the Mullewa Wadjari People and a survey by R. Williams with the Naaguja and 
Amangu Peoples.  This site is a river of spiritual and historical importance. It is part of the sacred 
Beelarra creation narrative and is associated with other important water bodies and pools in the 
region. It was also the location for boundary incursions and other conflicts with European explorers 
and settlers in the contact and post contact period. As such it is of historic significance. In addition, 
the site as a water source is a custodial responsibility for maintenance by the Aboriginal heritage 
custodians and people in living memory were born on the banks of this river. 
 

The ACMC assessed this place to be a site under section 5(b) and section 39.2(b &c) of the AHA in 
2011 (Resolution 6589, 11/5/2011). The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is 2.2 kilometres 
south of the nearest mapped tributary of the Chapman River as it appears on the Register of 
Aboriginal Sites.  
 

Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proponent avoids any ground disturbance within Site ID 30063. 
 

It is further recommended that should there be need to conduct works inside the boundary of Site 
ID 30063, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. As a basis for this application 
consultation with the named site informants and native title claim representatives, and further 
archaeological recording and assessment, will be required. 
 

 
Figure 11: Map of Site ID 30063 Chapman River (Geraldton) in relation to the proposed pipeline development envelope. 
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HERITAGE PLACES 

PLACE ID 4497 SALT RIVER AND BURRA LAKES (S02620) 

This heritage place is identified is listed as a place of spiritual importance and the file is closed 
because it contains sensitive information.  No further information on its content or coordinates is 
available because of cultural reasons. The place is within the boundary of the Place ID 18906 
Wangara Creek/Salt River (SC03) site complex as it appears on the DPLH public database. 
 
According to the DPLH heritage place file map, Place ID 4497 extends in a zigzag fashion over a large 
area.  The alignment of the pipeline passes through the heritage place in two locations for a total of 
approximately 13.2 kilometres. 
 

Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proposed alignment of the pipeline will intersect with Place ID 4497 but 
that there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been assessed as not a site 
under the AHA. 
 

 
Figure 12: Map of Place ID 4497 Salt River and Burra Lakes in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor and 

development envelope. 
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PLACE ID 4551 CLUNE (S02528) 

This heritage place is a small scatter of quartz artefacts situated 30 metres west of a small creek. It is 
located to the south of the historic Bringo township. It was recorded in 1987 by P. Ridgway during 
the Geraldton Satellite Communication Sites Survey. 
 
Ten quartz artefacts including four flakes were noted in an area measuring 20 metres by 20 metres. 
One of the flakes was a snapped blade with backing or retouch on one edge. The surrounding area is 
highly disturbed from grazing and cropping. 
 
The place has been assessed by the ACMC as having ‘Insufficient Information’ to make an 
assessment under section 5 of the AHA and is recorded as an ‘Other Heritage Place’ (Resolution 
Number 04350 Meeting held on 8/8/2000). On the DPLH public database the site is represented as a 
circle with a 1km diameter and the scatter is located somewhere within this polygon.  This polygon is 
located one kilometre to the south of the proposed alignment and it should be possible to avoid the 
area in its entirety. 
 
Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance not be possible, it is recommended that an archaeological field investigation is 
conducted to verify the location of Place ID 4551 and to determine if the proposed works corridor 
will impact upon this archaeological place. 
 

 
Figure 13: Map of Place ID 4551 Clune in relation to proposed pipeline corridor. 
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PLACE ID 4808 BRINGO ROAD DEVIATION 1 (S01957) 

This heritage place consists of one piece of possibly retouched bottle glass and a quartz pebble. It 
was recorded by S. Brown in 1984 during a survey for the Bringo deviation to the Geraldton Mount 
Magnet Road. Brown characterized the pebble as a ‘hammer, anvil and possibly a grindstone’ as 
there is an irregular anvil pit or dimple on one surface and battering on one edge. This pebble was 
collected at the time of the survey and is held at the WA Museum. 
 

The pebble was found in an area of sand on the edge of a vehicle track on top of a wide, flat ridge 
top, 60 metres north east of a steep sided gully. The recorder defined an area measuring 10 metres x 
10 metres for the place and this appears as a circular polygon with a 60 metre diameter on the DPLH 
public database (see map in figure 4). 
 

In 2000 the ACMC assessed the place and determined that it does not meet the criteria of section 
five of the AHA and is therefore not a site under the act (Resolution ID 4350, 8/8/2000; Resolution 
6420 2/9/2010). The current alignment of the proposed pipeline passes 130 metres to the south east 
of the place. Given that the pebble was collected and is held at the WA Museum it is unlikely that 
the current project will cause further damage. It is possible that the pebble is a surface indicator of 
other archaeological material in the area. 
 

Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the currently proposed alignment of the pipeline will not intersect with 
Place ID 4808 and there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been collected 
and assessed as not a site under the AHA. 
 

PLACE ID 4809 BRINGO ROAD DEVIATION 2 (S01959) 

This heritage place was recorded by S. Brown in 1984 during a survey for the Bringo deviation to the 
Geraldton Mount Magnet Road. It consists of a scatter of quartz artefacts and one dolerite core. The 
quartz assemblage consists of five fragments and one primary flake. 
 

The artefacts were found scattered throughout a granite outcrop on the western side of an 
extensive ridge top. The recorder described patches of green vegetation in the outcrop and posited 
that the granite may have trapped water, making it a more attractive area for occupation. According 
to the site diagram the quartz artefacts were found grouped a few metres to the north of the single 
dolerite artefact. An area measuring 30 metres x 20 metres was mapped to encompass the entire 
artefact scatter. This appears as an irregular elliptical polygon approximately 100 metres long on the 
DPLH public database (see map in figure 4). 
 

In 2000 the ACMC assessed the place and determined that it does not meet the criteria of section 
five of the AHA and is therefore not a site under the act (Resolution ID 4350, 8/8/2000). The current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline passes 570 metres to the east of the place.  
 

Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proposed alignment of the pipeline will not intersect with Place ID 4809 
and there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been assessed as not a site 
under the AHA. 
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PLACE ID 5477 GAS PIPELINE 75 (S00789) 

This heritage place was reported in 1979 during a survey by S Brown for Dampier-Perth gas pipeline. 
Brown describes it as a light artefact scatter of quartz and basalt flakes. It was situated to the east of 
a line of breakaways. The area has been ploughed leaving red sediment in contrast to surrounding 
yellow sediment in the landscape. A tin shed was located 400m to the north. There is insufficient 
detail in the DPLH file to accurately locate the artefact scatter. 
 
As a result of this lack of information DPLH placed a 1km x 1km extent around the place. This means 
that the artefacts could have been located anywhere within this polygon.  The artefact place has 
been assessed by the ACMC as having ‘Insufficient Information’ to meet the definition of a site 
under section 5 of the AHA and is recorded as an ‘Other Heritage Place’.  
 
According to DPLH spatial data the one-kilometre square defined for the boundary of the site is to 
the west of Eradu North Road).  If the proposed location of the pipeline to the east of Eradu North 
Road is maintained then the potential impact to this heritage place of unknown location is limited.  
 

 
Figure 14: Map of Place ID 5477 Gas Pipeline 75 in relation to the proposed pipeline development envelope. 

 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proponent avoids any ground disturbance to the land to the west of 
Eradu North Road in the vicinity of Cant Road and Place ID 5477. 
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Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 5477 not be possible it is recommended that it will be 
necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA.  
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 5477 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 5 
of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

PLACE ID 18906 WANGARA CREEK/SALT RIVER (SC03)  

This heritage place is an extensive site of spiritual importance. The listing on the DPLH public 
database includes a rock shelter, a named place and a water source as components of the place. In 
the site file the recorders describe it as encompassing many specific sites. It was recorded by R. 
Parker in 2002 during a survey for a proposed east-west infrastructure service corridor from 
Geraldton to north of Leonora with the Widi Mob. 
 
The significance is based around the Salt River and its tributary, Wurarga Creek, which is part of a 
spiritual Dreaming track. The track extends from the headwaters at the Mount Magnet-Geraldton 
Road to the Burrillgabby Lakes through Nullewa Lake and down to Yarra Yarra Lakes. The place also 
includes the Wurarga Dam as prior to the construction of the dam there was a spring at the location 
that featured in the stories of the Widi People. 
 
It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged” which means that it may be 
assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act. On the DPLH public 
database the boundary of the place is represented by an irregularly shaped polygon that is 
approximately 25 kilometres north south and, at the northern end, in excess of 25 kilometres east 
west. The Widi Mob asserts that it extends to the high-water mark of all the water courses. The 
proposed alignment of the pipeline passes through the northern end of Place ID 18906 for a distance 
of 29.3 kilometres, including a number of water courses.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that it will be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 18906 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
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As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 15: Map of Place ID 18906 Wangara Creek/Salt River and Place ID 4497 Salt River & Burra Lakes in relation to 

proposed pipeline corridor. 

 

PLACE ID 19478 KOCKATEA CREEK ARTEFACT SCATTER  

This heritage place was recorded by P. Greenfeld in 2001 during a survey for a proposed east-west 
infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north of Leonora. It is a scatter of artefacts and 
ground patches situated on both sides of Kockatea Creek, west of Mullewa.  The assemblage consists 
of artefacts made of quartz and silcrete. In 2002 R. Parker visited the place with the Widi Mob who 
examined the artefacts. 
 
The artefacts were found extending over an area 100 metres either side of the creek. The scatter 
extends north/south for the width of the area surveyed by the recorder, and it is possible that it 
extends further. On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a rectangular polygon 
approximately 450 metres north-south along the creek and 200 metres east-west. 
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It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged” which means that it may be 
assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act. The current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline passes through the northern end of the place.  
 
Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance of the boundary not be possible it is recommended that it will be necessary to 
request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes the place to be 
assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 19478 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 16: Map of Place ID 19478 Kockatea Creek Artefact Scatter in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 
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PLACE ID 19479 WODERARRUNG CREEK ARTEFACT SCATTER  

This heritage place was recorded by P. Greenfeld in 2001 during a survey for a proposed east-west 
infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north of Leonora. During the survey the recorder 
noted several isolated quartz stone artefacts along both banks of Woderarrung Creek in Mullewa. It 
extends east west 50 metres either side of the creek and 450 metres north south.  
 
The site was revisited in 2010 by D. Lantzke who found seven stone artefacts over 70 metres on the 
west bank and one artefact on the eastern bank. In 2010 Australian Interaction Consultants visited 
the place with the Widi Mob. They examined the archaeological material and stated that the 
artefacts would be found all the way along because this is the route to Tallering and, up until 1968, 
they were still going through the law there. They recommended that the site be avoided by the 
construction of an adjacent Fibre optic cable. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a rectangular polygon approximately 470 
metres north-south along the creek and 120 metres east-west. It has not been assessed by the 
ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, which means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA 
and afforded all of the protection of that act. The current alignment of the proposed pipeline bisects 
Place ID 19479. 
 

 
Figure 17: Map of Place ID 19479 Woderarrung Creek Artefact Scatter in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 
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Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 19479 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 19479 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

PLACE ID 19480 NOORGUNG HILL – SITE 3  

This heritage place was recorded by P. Greenfeld in 2001 during a survey for a proposed east-west 
infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north of Leonora. The place consists of the entirety 
of the granite dome that comprises Noorgung Hill. This landscape feature would have been an 
attractive place for human occupation in the past as it would have collected and retained water. 
High water levels in turn would have fed vegetation and attracted game. The recorder noted several 
quartz isolated artefacts at the place as evidence of past use. 
 
A management report by Hames Consultancy in 2002 suggested that the hill may have ethnographic 
significance. There is nothing in the site files to suggest that the Aboriginal heritage custodians have 
been consulted about the place. It is within the boundary of the Place ID 18906 Wangara Creek/Salt 
River (SC03) site complex. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a square polygon measuring approximately 
420 metres across. It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, which 
means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act. 
The proposed alignment of the pipeline crosses the south east corner of the site boundary. 
 
Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 19480 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 19480 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
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It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 18: Map of Place 19480 Noorgung Hill 3 in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor and development envelope. 

 

PLACE ID 19482 WURARGA DEVIATION SITE 2 

This heritage place was recorded by P. Greenfeld in 2001 during a survey for a proposed east-west 
infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north of Leonora. The place contains a medium size 
scatter of quartz artefacts and is situated on open ground, just north of a small creek. It extends east 
west 250 metres and 200 metres north south. The place is within the boundary of the Place ID 18906 
Wangara Creek/Salt River (SC03) site complex. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 525 metres. It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, 
which means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of 
that act. The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is approximately 470 metres south east of 
ID 19482. 
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the currently proposed alignment of the pipeline is unlikely to intersect with 
this place. 
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Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 19482 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 19482 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 19: Map of Place ID 19484 Wurarga Rockhole, Place ID 20468 Wurarga Rockshelters and Place ID 19482 Wurarga 

Deviation Site 2 in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 
 

PLACE ID 19483 WURARGA ROCKHOLE 2 

This heritage place was recorded by P. Greenfeld in 2001 during a survey for a proposed east-west 
infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north of Leonora. It consists of two rock holes 
within a small granite dome. Both rock holes measure 1 metre x 1 metre. No associated artefacts are 
described in the recording but further archaeological examination may be required to establish 
whether cultural material and/or features exist at the place. 
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The place is within the boundary of the ID 18906 Wangara Creek/Salt River (SC03) site complex. 
There is nothing in the site files to suggest that the Aboriginal heritage custodians have been 
consulted about the place. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 30 metres. It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, which 
means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act. 
The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is approximately 280 metres south east of ID 19483. 
 

 
Figure 20: Map of Place ID 19483 Wurarga Rockhole 2 in relation to the pipeline development corridor. 

 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the currently proposed alignment of the pipeline is unlikely to intersect with 
this place. 
 
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 19483 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 19483 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
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As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

PLACE ID 19484 WURARGA ROCKHOLE  

This heritage place was recorded by P. Greenfeld in 2001 during a survey for a proposed east-west 
infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north of Leonora. The place consists of Wurarga 
Rockhole, an associated stone artefact scatter and a lizard trap. The recorder describes Wurarga 
Rockhole as measuring 100 metres north south x 80 metres east west and it is not clear whether this 
includes the area of the scatter as well. In the photographs Wurarga Rockhole appears to be a 
sizeable body of water and a management report by Hames Consultancy in 2002 suggested that the 
rock hole is a permanent water source. 
 
The place is within the boundary of the ID 18906 Wangara Creek/Salt River (SC03) site complex. In 
2002 R. Parker visited the place with the Widi Mob who described the rock hole as having 
ethnographic significance to them, as do all the water holes down to the lakes to the south. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 220 metres. It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, 
which means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of 
that act. The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is approximately 290 metres south west of 
Place ID 19484. 
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the currently proposed alignment of the pipeline is unlikely to intersect with 
this place. 
 
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 19484 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 19484 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
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Figure 21: Map of Place ID 19484 Wurarga Rockhole, Place ID 20468 Wurarga Rockshelters and Place ID 19482 Wurarga 

Deviation Site 2 in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 

 

PLACE ID 19526 WWMSC25-CAMPING GROUND  

This heritage place was recorded by R. Parker in 2002 during an ethnographic site avoidance survey 
with the Widi Mob for a proposed east-west infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north 
of Leonora. The place is on the western bank of the Irwin River near Mullewa. It is described as an 
area of lush vegetation and bull rushes that flank both sides of the Geraldton-Mt Magnet Road. The 
Widi people identified the place as a camping ground. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 430 metres. It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, 
which means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of 
that act. The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is approximately 800 metres north of Place 
ID 19526. 
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the currently proposed alignment of the pipeline is unlikely to intersect with 
this place. 
 
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 19526 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
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It is further recommended that should Place ID 19526 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 22: Map of Place ID 19526 WMSC25 Camping Ground in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 

 

PLACE ID 19527 WMSC26-BREAKAWAY LINE  

This heritage place was recorded by R. Parker in 2002 during an ethnographic site avoidance survey 
with the Widi Mob for a proposed east-west infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north 
of Leonora. It is described camping area, place of spiritual significance to the Widi people and an 
artefact site. There is no information regarding the nature of the artefactual material listed in the 
site file. The place consists of a line of breakaways to the south of the Geraldton-Mt Magnet Road. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 430 metres. It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, 
which means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of 
that act. The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is approximately 1 kilometre north of Place 
ID 19527. 
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Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the currently proposed alignment of the pipeline is unlikely to intersect with 
this place. 
 
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 19527 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 19527 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 23: Map of Place ID 19527 WMSC26 Breakaway Line in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 
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PLACE ID 20468 WURARGA ROCKSHELTERS  

This heritage place was recorded by R. Parker in 2002 during an ethnographic site avoidance survey 
with the Widi Mob for a proposed east-west infrastructure service corridor from Geraldton to north 
of Leonora. It is a breakaway formation that contains many rock shelters, cave openings and, at the 
time of recording, dry rock holes. The recorder states that there is evidence of artefactual material 
but does not describe that material. The Widi representatives identified it as a spiritual resting place. 
 
The place is described as measuring 300 metres north south, following the breakaways, and 200 
metres east west. It is within the boundary of the ID 18906 Wangara Creek/Salt River (SC03) site 
complex.  
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 630 metres. It has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged”, 
which means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of 
that act. The current alignment of the proposed pipeline is approximately 75 metres north of ID 
20468 (see map in Figure 21). 
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the currently proposed alignment of the pipeline is unlikely to intersect with 
this place. Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 20468 not be possible it is recommended 
that it will be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs causes the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 20468 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application, consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 

PLACE ID 20469 YALGOO CREEKLINE SCATTERS 

This heritage place was recorded by P. Greenfeld in 2001. It is a series of low-density artefact 
scatters situated on both sides of small creeks that flow north south.  A management report by 
Hames Consultancy in 2002 stated that the artefacts are made of quartz. 
 
The recorder described the scatters as extending throughout the width of the proposed 
infrastructure corridor, and it is possible that it extends further than the area searched. This corridor 
measures 450 metres north south and the recorder defines the east west boundary by describing it 
as 50 metres each side of the creek lines. The 2002 management report defines the extent of the 
small creek lines with two grid references that correspond with the DPLH listing: 
 

 South western point - 482600mE 6863900mN 
 North eastern point - 485450mE 6864400mN 
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On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a rectangular polygon approximately 500 
metres north-south and 2.8 kilometres east-west. 
 

The place has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged” which means that it 
may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act. The current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline passes through the boundary of the place from the south west 
corner of the defined polygon to the north-west corner.  
 

Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 20469 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. 
 

It is further recommended that should Place ID 20469 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 

As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 

It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 24: Map of Place ID 20469 Yalgoo Creekline Scatters in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor and FIJV 

tenement L 59/156. 



48 | P a g e  
DUE DILIGENCE RISK ASSESSMENT ADVICE FOR A MINE PROPOSAL AT YALGOO AND AN INFRASTRUCTURE CORRIDOR BETWEEN YALGOO 
AND GERALDTON, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

PLACE ID 20852 GSTC-ISO-01 to 04  

This heritage place was recorded by K. Edwards and P. Stevens in 2002 during a heritage 
investigation of the proposed Geraldton Southern Access Corridor. Four isolated artefacts were 
found in relatively disturbed contexts including firebreaks, tracks and de-vegetated exposures. Each 
of the four artefacts is made of quartz and in terms of type are all debitage. 
 
In 2011 J. Dortch revisited the area for a survey of the proposed Morawa to Geraldton WestNet 
Upgrade. A corridor containing the locations of the isolated artefacts was examined but none were 
found again.  
 
The artefacts were found dispersed over an area 1.5 kilometres long. According to the DPLH public 
database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate diameter of 20 metres. 
The ID 20852 polygon is approximately 100 metres north of the current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline. According to the public listing the ACMC assessed the place and determined that it does 
not meet the criteria of section five of the AHA and is therefore not a site under the act.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proposed alignment of the pipeline will not intersect with Place ID 
20852 and there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been assessed as not a 
site under the AHA. 
 

 
Figure 25: Map of Place ID 20852 and Place ID 20854 in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 
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PLACE ID 20854 GERALDTON SOUTHERN TRANSPORT CORRIDOR FIELD SITE 03  

This heritage place was recorded by K. Edwards and P. Stevens in 2002 during a heritage 
investigation of the proposed Geraldton Southern Access Corridor. The site consists of non-local 
(Eucalyptus sp.) trees planted in regular rows to form a rectangle measuring 100 metres east west 
and 35 metres north south. Of the trees, six bear scars and one of the tree scars exhibits a clear axe 
mark. A number of the other trees have had their trunks sheathed in 44-gallon drums. Automobile 
bodies and other refuse were noted in the area. 
 
The recorders concluded that the scars on the trees are the result of human agency but are relatively 
recent and non-Aboriginal in origin. They speculated that the activity may have been 
contemporaneous with the operation of the now disused homestead. In 2011 J. Dortch revisited the 
area for a survey of the proposed Morawa to Geraldton WestNet Upgrade. A corridor containing the 
place was examined but they reported that no ‘artefacts’ were found in the search.  
 
In 2007 Australian Interaction Consultants conducted an ethnographic survey with the Amangu NTC 
for a proposed Slurry Pipeline between Mt Gibson and Geraldton. They found that the recorded 
location of Place ID 20854 does not contain any trees as they are actually located at the recorded 
location of Place ID 20855. Neither location matches the description provided by the original 
recorder, which are 1.5 kilometres east of the Brand Highway and two kilometres south of the 
Geraldton Mount Magnet Road. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 220 metres. The current alignment of the proposed pipeline will pass through the 
southern third of this polygon (see map in Figure 25). According to the public listing the ACMC 
assessed the place and determined that it does not meet the criteria of section five of the AHA and is 
therefore not a site under the act.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proposed alignment of the pipeline will bisect the mapped boundary of 
Place ID 20854 but there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been assessed 
as not a site under the AHA. 
 

PLACE ID 20855 GERALDTON SOUTHERN TRANSPORT CORRIDOR FIELD SITE 02 

This heritage place was recorded by K. Edwards and P. Stevens in 2002 during a heritage 
investigation of the proposed Geraldton Southern Access Corridor. The place consists of a cluster of 
six manuports, five of which are quartz and one a slab of sedimentary rock. These pieces display no 
evidence of human modification but the recorders could not discount the possibility that they had 
been brought into the area deliberately for use in stone artefact manufacture. The area containing 
the manuports was measured as five metres x 5 metres and is situated in a recently ploughed wheat 
field. 
 
The recorders recommended that no further action was required in respect of this place as in their 
opinion it does not constitute an Aboriginal heritage site. According to the public listing the ACMC 
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assessed the place and determined that it does not meet the criteria of section five of the AHA and is 
therefore not a site under the act. 
 
On to the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 30 metres. The Place ID 20855 polygon is approximately 85 metres north of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proposed alignment of the pipeline will not intersect with Place ID 
20855 and there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been assessed as not a 
site under the AHA. 
 

 
Figure 26: Map of Place ID 20855 and Place Id 26739 in relation to the proposed pipeline corridor. 

PLACE ID 21137 THREE DECKER HILLS  

This heritage place was recorded by R. Parker in 2003 during a heritage site identification survey of 
the Town Water Supply Improvement Project at Yalgoo. The Mullewa Wadjari and Wajarri Elders 
indicated a line of hills on the way into Yalgoo. They stated that the hills are the Three Decker Hills 
and gave the recorder further information regarding the place. This information is not available in 
the site file. 
 
On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with a diameter of two 
kilometres. The Place ID 21137 polygon is approximately 150 metres north of the current alignment 
of the proposed pipeline. In 2004 the ACMC assessed the place and determined that it does not 
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meet the criteria of section five of the AHA and is therefore not a site under the act (Resolution ID 
4504, 6/4/2004). 
 

Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proposed alignment of the pipeline will not intersect with Place ID 
20852 and there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been assessed as not a 
site under the AHA. 
 
However, it is also recommended that the site file indicates that there may be further information 
regarding the place that has not been reported or considered. If more information is submitted 
regarding the place it could be reassessed. Therefore, it would be prudent to observe the boundary 
of the place until clarification is sought from the Aboriginal heritage custodians. 
 

 
Figure 27: Map of Place ID 21137 Three Decker Hills in relation to proposed pipeline corridor. 

PLACE ID 25557 NUNDEMURRA – KOJARENA GABI  

This heritage place is a site of spiritual importance centered on a freshwater spring. There is a 
specific creation story pertaining to a chronicle of the legendary serpent, the Beemara, associated 
with this place. The place was recorded as a site in 2008 by B. Chown and representatives of the 
Naaguja People: L. Councilor, K. Councilor, S.H. Councilor and C. McDonald. 
 
Physically the place flanks the Kojarena South Road and includes the high ground and spring on the 
east side of the road and the wetlands on the west side of the road. It is situated approximately 25 
kilometres east of Geraldton. The presence of the water and the spring is indicated by lush 
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vegetation including tall eucalypts, lemon scented gums, wild bamboo and reeds. A detailed site 
map is captured in the site file. 
 

On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a rectangular polygon measuring 
approximately one kilometre east west and 700 metres north south. The Place ID 25557 polygon is 
approximately 1.3 kilometres east of the current alignment of the proposed pipeline. The place has 
not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged” which means that it may be assessed 
as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act.  
 

 
Figure 28: Map of Place ID 25557 Nundemarra - Kojarena Gabi in relation to the proposed development envelope. 

 

Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 25557 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. It is highly likely that this place will meet the 
criteria of section 5(b) of the AHA. 
 

It is further recommended that should Place ID 25557 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 

As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 

It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
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PLACE ID 26739 GSTCS2 – ARTEFACT SCATTER AS001/2009 

This heritage place is a scatter of quartz artefacts that was recorded during a field inspection of the 
Geraldton South Transport Corridor Stage 2. As a permit under section 18 of the AHA was in place 
for the road works, a section 16 permit was sought and the place was excavated and relocated in 
2008. S. Corsini conducted the archaeological salvage with representatives of the Naaguja and 
Mullewa Wadjari Native Title Groups. Consultation for the permit had also been conducted with the 
Amangu group. 
 
The archaeological salvage involved surface mapping, excavation, collection and a brief analysis. A 
total of 73 quartz artefacts were found over an area of four metres x four metres and all within a 
depth of two centimetres. Test pits dug to 45 centimetres revealed no subsurface cultural material 
or discernable strata. 
 
The archaeologist suggested that the morphology, appearance and distribution of the artefacts 
indicated that they all derived from a single piece of quartz, possibly from a single knapping exercise. 
The artefacts were collected, recorded, measured, photographed and then bagged according to their 
original location. These bags were then placed in a concrete valve box, constructed for the purpose 
of creating a cache. This is located 25 metres south of the original location of the artefact scatter. 
 
The cache is now represented on the DPLH public database by a circular polygon with an 
approximate diameter of 20 metres. The Place ID 26739 polygon is situated on the northern edge of 
the current alignment of the proposed pipeline (see map in figure 26). The place has not been 
assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged” which means that it may be assessed as a site 
under 5(d) of the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act.  
 
Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 26739 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA.  
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 26739 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
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PLACE ID 29199 AARNET AS-01 

This heritage place was recorded by D. Lantzke in 2010 during an archaeological survey of a 
proposed Fibre Optic Cable from Geraldton to Boolardy Station. The place consists of a scatter of six 
quartz artefacts including a retouched/utilized core, a split core, a flake, a flake fragment and two 
pieces of debris. 
 
It was found exposed in the white sands of a ploughed and cleared firebreak. Adjacent to the place is 
evidence of a buried water reticulation pipe, indicating that the area had been subject to major 
disturbance in the recent past. For that reason, the recorder could not discount mechanical agency 
in the creation of the artefact scatter and appraised the integrity of the place as low. In addition, 
because of the small size of the scatter, the recorder attributed to it a low level of archaeological 
importance. During the archaeological survey, however, the Naaguja and Amangu representatives 
attributed significance to the scatter. 
 
According to the public listing the ACMC assessed the place and determined that it does not meet 
the criteria of section five of the AHA and is therefore not a site under the act (Resolution 6420; 
2/9/2010). On to the DPLH public database the place is represented by a small elliptical polygon 
measuring 30 metres x 20 metres (see map in figure 10). The Place ID 29199 polygon is 
approximately 1.7 kilometres north west of the current alignment of the proposed pipeline.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proposed alignment of the pipeline will not intersect with Place ID 
29199 and there are no current obligations with regards to the place as it has been assessed as not a 
site under the AHA. 
 

PLACE ID 29217 GERALDTON – MOUNT MAGNET ROAD ARTEFACT SCATTER 

This heritage place was recorded by D. Lantzke in 2010 during an archaeological survey of a 
proposed Fibre Optic Cable from Geraldton to Boolardy Station. The recorder believed it to be the 
remnants of Site ID 4810 Bringo Road Deviation 3, 280 metres to the west, or Place ID 4809 Bringo 
Road Deviation 2, 250 metres to the north west. 
 
Three quartz artefacts were found on land between a road cutting and a gravel track leading to a 
parking area/scenic lookout. This area measured 20 metres north south and 40 metres east west. A 
further artefact, a retouched piece, was located to the south on the slope of the hill top and was not 
included in the bounded place area. The recorder ascribed the place a low level of archaeological 
importance but stated that it would constitute a site under section 5 of the AHA. 
 
The place is represented on the DPLH public database by a polygon measuring approximately 60 
metres x 30 metres. This Place ID 29217 polygon is approximately 415 metres west of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline. According to the DPLH public database the place has the status 
of “Lodged” but within the site file is a record indicating that the Site Assessment Group has 
recommended that the place is not a site under the AHA. It appears that the place has not yet been 
formally assessed by the ACMC.  
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Recommended Actions  
Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 29217 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA.  
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 29217 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 29: Map of Place ID 29217 Geraldton - Mount Magnet Road Artefact Scatter in relation to the pipeline corridor. 

 

PLACE ID 24169 YALGOO 1 

This heritage place was recorded in 2006 by W. Glendenning and representatives of the Wajarri 
Yamatji during a survey of a proposed exploration drilling project at Yalgoo. It is described as a low-
density scatter of artefacts covering an area measuring 30 metres x 30 metres. The recorder 
estimated that there are 100 artefacts present at the place. It is situated on a flat area adjacent to a 
small creek line. Aerial photography and a topographic map revealed that it is located adjacent to 
the confluence of two creek lines and Wadgingarra Well. 
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On the DPLH public database the place is represented by a circular polygon with an approximate 
diameter of 80 metres. The Place ID 24169 polygon is within the land defined for the Yogi Mine 
Project Area. The place has not been assessed by the ACMC and has the status of “Lodged” which 
means that it may be assessed as a site under the AHA and afforded all of the protection of that act.  
 
Recommended Actions  
It is recommended that the proponent avoids any ground disturbance to the land within Place ID 
24169 or damage to the site. 
 

Should avoidance of the boundary of Place ID 24169 not be possible it is recommended that it will 
be necessary to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes 
the place to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA.  
 
It is further recommended that should Place ID 24169 be assessed as meeting the criteria of section 
5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH 
seeking permission to use the land that may contain an Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for this application consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required.  
 
It is also possible to combine recommendations one and two as part of one application under 
section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 

 
Figure 30: Map of Place ID 24169 Yalgoo 1 in relation to Tenement M 59/637-I. 
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SUMMARY OF SITES INTERSECTING THE PROJECT AREAS 

 

Table 4: Table of specific Site Intersection Areas and Recommended Actions 

ID Name Project Area Recommended Actions 

4810 Bringo Road 
Deviation 3 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline passes 550 metres to the 
south of ID 4810. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an application for consent under the 
AHA will be required. 

5673 Mullewa The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline passes 1.2 kilometres to the 
north of ID 5673. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an application for consent under the 
AHA will be required. 

16157 Nungulya 
Well 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is 550 metres north of the site 
as it appears on the Register of 
Aboriginal Sites. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an application for consent under the 
AHA will be required. 

18905 Tenindewa 
Creek 

The alignment of the pipeline passes 
through the site and given the nature 
and length of Tenindewa Creek it does 
not appear possible to avoid this 
crossing. 

An application for consent under the 
AHA will be required. 

18907 Irwin River 
(SC04) 

The alignment of the pipeline passes 
through the site and unless the 
pipeline were to deviate 8.5 kilometres 
to the north it does not appear 
possible to avoid this crossing. 

An application for consent under the 
AHA will be required. 

20853  Geraldton 
Southern 
Transport 
Corridor 

Field Site 04 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline passes 25 metres to the north 
of ID 20853. 

All employees and contractors be 
advised to be careful in the vicinity of 
this site given the proximity to the 
proposed pipeline. A barrier around the 
area of the works in the vicinity of this 
site may be necessary. Please note that 
constructing a fence around a site 
constitutes concealment, and therefore 
an offence, and is not possible without 
authorization from the Registrar of 
Aboriginal Sites or the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs. If it is not possible to 
avoid the site then an application for 
consent under the AHA will be 
required. 

24761 Greenough 
River 

The alignment of the pipeline passes 
through the site and given the nature 
and length of the Greenough River it 
does not appear possible to avoid this 
crossing. 

An application for consent under the 
AHA will be required. 
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ID Name Project Area Recommended Actions 

30063  Chapman 
River 

(Geraldton) 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is 2.2 kilometres south of the 
nearest mapped tributary of the 
Chapman River as it appears on the 
Register of Aboriginal Sites. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an application for consent under the 
AHA will be required. 

4497 
Salt River & 
Burra Lakes 

The alignment of the pipeline passes 
through the site as it is mapped on the 
DPLH public database in two places for 
a total of approximately 13.2 
kilometres. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
assessed as not a site under the AHA. 

4551 Clune 

This polygon is located one kilometre 
to the south of the proposed 
alignment and it should be possible to 
avoid the area in its entirety. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 

4808 
Bringo Road 
Deviation 1 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline passes 130 metres to the 
south east of the place. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
collected and assessed as not a site 
under the AHA. 
 

4809 
Bringo Road 
Deviation 2 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline passes 570 metres to the east 
of the place. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
assessed as not a site under the AHA. 
 

5477 
Gas Pipeline 

75 

ID 5477 is to the west of Eradu North 
Road) 1.3 kilometres to the north west 
of the proposed alignment of the 
pipeline. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 

18906 
Wangara 

Creek/ Salt 
River (SC03) 

The proposed alignment of the 
pipeline passes through the northern 
end of ID 18906 for a distance of 29 
Kilometres, including a number of 
water courses. 

It will be necessary to seek an 
assessment of the place under the AHA 
and an application for consent under 
the AHA may be required. 

19478 

Kockatea 
Creek 

Artefact 
Scatter 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline passes through the northern 
end of the place.  
 

It will be necessary to seek an 
assessment of the place under the AHA 
and an application for consent under 
the AHA may be required. 

19479 

Woderarrung 
Creek 

Artefact 
Scatter 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline bisects ID 19479. 

It will be necessary to seek an 
assessment of the place under the AHA 
and an application for consent under 
the AHA may be required. 
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ID Name Project Area Recommended Actions 

19480 
Noorgung 

Hill – Site 3 

The proposed alignment of the 
pipeline crosses the south east corner 
of the site boundary. 

It will be necessary to seek an 
assessment of the place under the AHA 
and an application for consent under 
the AHA may be required. 

19482 
Wurarga 
Deviation 

Site 2 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is approximately 470 metres 
south east of ID 19482. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 

19483 
Wurarga 

Rockhole 2 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is approximately 280 metres 
south east of ID 19483. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 

19484 
Wurarga 
Rockhole 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is approximately 290 metres 
south west of ID 19484. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 

19526 
WMSC25 – 
Breakaway 

Line 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is approximately 800 metres 
north of ID 19526. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 

19527 
WMSC26 – 
Breakaway 

Line 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is approximately 1 kilometre 
north of ID 19527. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 

20468 
Wurarga 

Rockshelters 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline is approximately 75 metres 
north of ID 20468. 

It should be possible to avoid the site. If 
it is not possible to avoid the site then 
an assessment of the place under the 
AHA should be sought and an 
application for consent under the AHA 
may be required. 
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ID Name Project Area Recommended Actions 

20469 
Yalgoo 

Creekline 
Scatters 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline passes through the boundary 
of the place from the south west 
corner of the defined polygon to the 
north west corner. It is also within the 
land defined for the Yogi Mine Project 
Area but not within any specific areas 
of the mine layout. 

It will be necessary to seek an 
assessment of the place under the AHA 
and an application for consent under 
the AHA may be required. 

20852 
GSTC-ISO-01 

to 04 

The ID 20852 polygon is approximately 
100 metres north of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
assessed as not a site under the AHA. 
 

20854 

Geraldton 
Southern 
Transport 
Corridor 

Field Site 03 

The current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline will pass through the southern 
third of this polygon. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
assessed as not a site under the AHA. 
 

20855 

Geraldton 
Southern 
Transport 
Corridor 

Field Site 02 

The ID 20855 polygon is approximately 
85 metres north of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
assessed as not a site under the AHA. 
 

21137 
Three 

Decker Hills 

The ID 21137 polygon is approximately 
150 metres north of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
assessed as not a site under the AHA. 
However, the site file indicates that 
there may be further information 
regarding the place that has not been 
reported or considered. If more 
information is submitted regarding the 
place it could be reassessed. Therefore, 
it would be prudent to observe the 
boundary of the place until clarification 
is sought from the Aboriginal heritage 
custodians. 
 

25557 
Nundemarra

- Kojarena 
Gabi 

The ID 25557 polygon is approximately 
1.3 kilometres east of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline. 

It should be possible to avoid the place. 
If it is not possible to avoid the place 
then an assessment of it under the AHA 
should be sought and an application for 
consent under the AHA may be 
required. Please note that it is highly 
likely that this place will meet the 
criteria of section 5(b) of the AHA. 
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ID Name Project Area Recommended Actions 

26739 

GSTCS2 – 
Artefact 
Scatter 

AS001/2009 

The ID 26739 polygon is situated on 
the northern edge of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline. 

If it is not possible to avoid the place 
then an assessment of it under the AHA 
should be sought and an application for 
consent under the AHA may be 
required. Please note that it is highly 
likely that this place will meet the 
criteria of section 5(d) of the AHA. 

29199 
AARNET AS-

01 

The ID 29199 polygon is approximately 
1.7 kilometres north west of the 
current alignment of the proposed 
pipeline. 

There are no current obligations with 
regards to the place as it has been 
assessed as not a site under the AHA. 
 

29217 

Geraldton- 
Mount 
Magnet 

Road 
Artefact 
Scatter 

This ID 29217 polygon is approximately 
415 metres west of the current 
alignment of the proposed pipeline. 

If it is not possible to avoid the place 
then an assessment of it under the AHA 
should be sought and an application for 
consent under the AHA may be 
required. 

24169 Yalgoo 1 

The ID 24169 polygon is within the 
land defined for the Yogi Mine Project 
Area but not within any specific areas 
of the mine layout. 

If it is not possible to avoid the place 
then an assessment of it under the AHA 
should be sought and an application for 
consent under the AHA may be 
required. 
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REVIEW OF RELEVANT ETHNOGRAPHIC & ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS 
 

A search for previous Aboriginal heritage surveys lodged with the DPLH was conducted for the 
Pipeline Study Area on 25th January 2019 and for the Mine Development Study Area on 12th January 
2019. This search revealed that 44 Aboriginal Heritage Surveys have survey corridors that overlay 
portions of the proposed Pipeline Study Area.  There are six Aboriginal Heritage Surveys lodged with 
DPLH that intersect with the Mine Development Study Area. 
 
Five of the reports were not available for viewing from DPLH. Report ID 104162 is missing from the 
DPLH system and four reports (ID 19019, ID 21635, ID 103991 and ID 104295) are closed or 
restricted because they contain culturally sensitive information. 
 

A review of these previous Aboriginal Heritage Surveys has revealed that 91% of the actual Pipeline 
Corridor has been subject to archaeological surveys and ethnographic surveys. A total of 15% of the 
Pipeline alignment has been subject to combined archaeological and ethnographic surveys but these 
overlap the other surveys and do not increase the amount surveyed.   
 
The good survey coverage by previous studies is not surprising given that the Pipeline route follows 
fairly major infrastructure corridors that have been subject to investigations in the past. However, 
most of the surveys are large scale and were conducted as sample surveys so there is not blanket 
coverage of the corridors investigated. Also, many studies (Parker 2002; AIC 2005[22701]; Pickering 
1992; Edwards et al 2003) cited visibility and access as two constraints that prevented them from 
examining the entire corridor.  
 
The previous consultations with the Aboriginal Heritage Custodians were conducted for a variety of 
different infrastructure and research projects. There are no reports lodged with DPLH that indicate 
that the Aboriginal Heritage Custodians and Native Title Groups have been apprised of this project or 
asked for comment regarding the impact this could have on the heritage values of the corridor. It is 
recommended that consultation is conducted with the knowledge holders, Aboriginal Heritage 
Custodians and Native Title Groups regarding this specific project. Given the number of unavoidable 
creek and river crossings in the Pipeline corridor it is probable that an application under Section 18 
of the AHA will be required. Consultation with the Aboriginal People will be required in support of 
any application to the ACMC and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 
 
Various studies concluded that the crossings at the major rivers and creeks are areas of high 
potential (AIC 2005 [22671]; Big Island 2011; Greenfeld 2001; Lantzke 2010; Quartermaine 1992; 
McDonald Hales & Assoc 2001; Mattner et al 2008), as are natural springs and soaks (Brown 1984; 
Edwards et al 2003), and areas of granite (Brown 1984; Greenfeld 2001; Dortch 2011). Closer to the 
coast both archaeological studies and consultations (McDonald 2002; Parker 2003; AIC 2007 
[28195]; Quartermaine 1992; Marmion 1998; ERM Mitchell Mc-Cotter 1998) with the Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage Custodians revealed that burials are likely to be uncovered in the Geraldton area, 
particularly in the dunes. A search of the DPLH public database reveals that there are nine 
Registered Sites containing burials within the City of Greater Geraldton and in the neighbouring 
coastal Shire of Northampton there are 13 registered burial sites. It is recommended that areas of 
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high potential within the disturbance footprint of the Pipeline are examined for archaeological sites 
and for areas with the prospect of revealing burials. 
 
Many of the Aboriginal heritage sites and places previously recorded in the Pipeline Study Area are 
represented by arbitrary polygons on the DPLH public database. This indicates that the mapping may 
be inadequate and that the boundaries may be poorly defined. Please note that it would not be 
possible to operate within these publicly defined boundaries, no matter how arbitrary, unless there 
is consent granted by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs under section 18 of the AHA.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the sites in the vicinity of the Pipeline alignment and associated activities should 
be visited and the boundaries captured prior to any activity to ensure that DPLH boundaries are 
correct and that there is no disturbance to cultural material and features outside of the published 
boundaries. 
 
Away from the proposed pipeline route there is less survey coverage in the remainder of the 
Pipeline Study Area. It is recommended that activities requiring land disturbance outside of the 
actual Pipeline alignment are defined during planning and that these specific areas are subject to 
archaeological inspection and consultation with the Aboriginal Heritage Custodians. 
 
Given that consent under Section 18 of the AHA will be required for creek and river crossings, and 
potentially for other sites, it is recommended that all surveys are completed to site identification 
model level for the purpose of submitting an application to the ACMC. 
 
Within the Mine Development Study area only 0.29 % of the polygon defined for this study has been 
subject to a specific heritage survey for mine related activities (Glendenning 2006). At the southern 
extreme of this defined area a further 3 % of the land has been subject to surveys as this section of 
the Study Area intersects with infrastructure corridors extending east from Geraldton (Greenfeld 
2001; AIC 1999; Hames Consultancy Group 2002). None of these surveys coincide with land defined 
for specific purposes within the proposed mine. It is recommended that archaeological surveys and 
anthropological consultations are conducted for the proposed disturbance footprint of the Mine 
facilities and associated infrastructure. 
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Figure 31: Map of previous Aboriginal Heritage Surveys that intersect the Project Areas between Yalgoo and Geraldton, 
W.A.  
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Table 5: Table of previous Aboriginal Heritage Surveys conducted overlaying portions of the project area. 

Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 

ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEYS 

Machin, B. 1998 Aboriginal Heritage 
Survey Road and Rail Corridors 
East–West Link Portway to 
Geraldton Airport, and the Road 
North-South Link Geraldton 
Southern Transport Corridor. [ID 
20798] 

Ethno  4% of the pipeline route. 
 Between John Willcock Link and Goulds Road. 
 Conducted with C. Whitby, C. Cameron, R. 

Roan, R. Farrel, K. Papertalk, E. Papertalk, D. 
Comeagain, M. Green. 

 No sites of spiritual or anthropological 
importance were recorded. 

Parker, R. 2003 Ethnographic Site 
Avoidance Survey under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) of 
Proposed Reticulation Works 
Project (Lots SG1F & SG7) at 
Geraldton, Western Australia. [ID 
20910] 

Ethno  0% - covers land within the pipeline corridor 
study area but does not intersect with the 
proposed pipeline route. 

 Naaguja NTC, Mullewa Wadjari NTC and Wajarri 
representatives were consulted. 

 100% of the area was covered by residential 
development at the time of the survey. 

 No sites were identified. 
 Areas close to the coast were considered by 

those consulted to have high potential for 
subsurface cultural material and burials. 

Muir, P. and Walker, D. 2001, 
Heritage Survey for Department 
Regional Development by Ngalia 
Heritage Research Council & AIC on 
Service Corridor Route (Proposed) 
[ID 21635] 

Ethno  Approximately 70% of the area surveyed covers 
the current pipeline corridor. 

 The survey corridor stretches from the 
intersection of Cant Rd and Eradu North Road 
to the proposed Yalgoo mine site. 

 Sites were recorded to the north-west of the 
current project area. 

 No sites were recorded within the current study 
area. 

 
Australian Interaction Consultants 

2005 Report on an Ethnographic 
Survey with the Widi Mob Native 
Title Claimants of the Proposed 
Slurry and Water Pipelines 
between Mt Gibson and Geraldton, 
Western Australia.[ID 22671] 

Ethno  < 4% of the area surveyed covers the current 
pipeline corridor. 

 In two sections between John Willcock Link and 
Arthur Road. 

 The Widi Mob were consulted during this 
survey. 

 The Widi Mob reiterated the importance of the 
Irwin River (ID 18907). 

AIC 2007 Report of an Ethnographic 
Survey with Amangu NTC of a 
Proposed Slurry Pipeline between 
Mt Gibson and Geraldton, Western 
Australia. [ID 28195] 

Ethno  < 4% of the current pipeline corridor covered by 
this survey. 

 In two sections between John Willcock Link and 
Arthur Road. 

 Anthropological survey conducted with the 
Amangu NTC. 

 Discussion of ID 20853. Location of ID 20854 
questioned (reportedly at ID 20855) 

 Recommendation to engage monitors because 
of the potential for burials and archaeological 
material. 

O’Connor, R. & E. 2006 Report of an 
Ethnographic Survey of the 
Proposed Mount Gibson Iron 
Limited Pipeline Route. [ID 28197] 

Ethno  < 4% - this survey runs parallel to <4% the 
current pipeline corridor. 

 In two sections between John Willcock Link and 
Arthur Road. 
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Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 
 Anthropological survey conducted with the 

Widi Binyardi and Mullewa Wadjari. 
 None of the relevant sites were discussed or 

visited and no new sites were identified. 
AIC 2010 Widi Mob Ethnographic Site 

Identification Heritage Survey 
Report of the Proposed Fibre Optic 
Cable from Tenindewa to Parker 
Well, Western Australia [ID 28282] 

Ethno  < 5% - the survey corridor route covers or runs 
parallel to the proposed pipeline in sections 
between Moonyoonooka and Eradu. The survey 
corridor crosses the proposed pipeline north of 
Mullewa. 

 Site ID 24761 Greenough River, ID 18905 
Tenindewa Creek and ID 19479 Woderarrung 
Creek Artefact Scatter were assessed during the 
survey. 

 
AIC 2010 Mullewa Wadjari 

Ethnographic Site Identification 
Heritage Survey Report of the 
Proposed Fibre Optic Cable from 
Geraldton to Poona Hill, Western 
Australia [ID 28283] 

Ethno  < 5% - the survey corridor route covers or runs 
parallel to the proposed pipeline in sections 
between Moonyoonooka and Eradu. The survey 
corridor crosses the proposed pipeline north of 
Mullewa. 

 Site ID 4808, ID 4809, ID 4810, ID 5673, ID 
18905, ID 24761 and ID 19479 were assessed 
during the survey. 

 Site ID 24761 Greenough River and ID 18905 
Tenindewa Creek were in the impact zone of 
the fibre optic cable and would the subject of 
an application under section 18 of the AHA. 

 Those consulted requested that monitors be 
present. 

Gollan, K. & G. Wright 2010 
Ethnographic Heritage Survey 
Report Naaguja Claim Group 
AARNet Fibre Optic Cable from 
Geraldton to Tenindewa Creek, 
WA. [ID 28298] 

Ethno  < 5% - the survey corridor route covers or runs 
parallel to the proposed pipeline in sections 
between Moonyoonooka and Eradu.  

 A number of archaeological sites were 
considered in connection with the 
archaeological survey conducted by Lantzke 
(2010). 

 ID 18905 and 24761 were revisited during the 
survey. 

 The Naaguja consultants confirmed that Site ID 
24761 Greenough River is associated with the 
Bimara creation story. 

 Recommended monitoring at the River and 
Creek crossings, and archaeological monitoring 
of a 10% sample of the Fibre Optic Cable 
corridor (subject to the results of the 
archaeological study). 

Gollan, K. and G. Wright 2010, 
Ethnographic Heritage Survey 
Report Amangu Claim Group 
AARNet Fibre Optic Cable From 
Geraldton to the Rocks - WA [ID 
28299] 

Ethno  < 5% - the survey corridor route covers or runs 
parallel to the proposed pipeline in sections 
between Moonyoonooka and Eradu. The survey 
corridor crosses the proposed pipeline north of 
Mullewa. 

 A number of archaeological sites were 
considered in connection with the 
archaeological survey conducted by Lantzke 
(2010). 



67 | P a g e  
DUE DILIGENCE RISK ASSESSMENT ADVICE FOR A MINE PROPOSAL AT YALGOO AND AN INFRASTRUCTURE CORRIDOR BETWEEN YALGOO 
AND GERALDTON, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 
 ID 18905 and 24761 were revisited during the 

survey. 
 The Amangu Aboriginal consultants confirmed 

that Site ID 24761 Greenough River is 
associated with the Bimara creation story. 

 The Aboriginal consultants recommended 
monitoring is conducted at a number of 
proposed creek and river crossings. 

 They also recommended archaeological 
monitoring of a 10% sample of the Fibre Optic 
Cable corridor (subject to the results of the 
archaeological study).  

Big Island Research Pty Ltd 2011, 
Westnet Rail Mid-West Region 
(Tilley to Mullewa to Narngulu) Rail 
Upgrade [ID 28712] 

Ethno  Less than 12% - The 60m wide Rail corridor 
covers or runs parallel to the current pipeline 
alignment between Edward Rd in Geraldton and 
Northern Gully. 

 No new sites were reported. 
 Conducted with Amangu, Binyardi Peoples, 

Mullewa Wadjari, Naaguja and Widi Mob Native 
Title Claim Groups. 

 The consulted Aboriginal people confirmed that 
Site ID 18907 Irwin River is significant in 
connection with the rainbow serpent Bimara 
mythology. 

 The survey participants also reported that the 
Irwin River, the Greenough River and 
Tenindewa Creek watercourses were used as 
travel routes by Traditional Aboriginal people, 
to hunt, gather and travel along.  

Harris, J. 2010, Report of a Desktop 
Survey Aboriginal Heritage Survey 
for Railway Upgrade along 
Narngulu to Tilley Railway Line [ID 
28713] 

Ethno  Less than 12% - The 60m wide Rail corridor 
covers or runs parallel to the current pipeline 
alignment between Edward Rd in Geraldton and 
Northern Gully. 

 This is a desktop study and involved no on the 
ground inspections of the survey corridor. 

 This desktop survey reviewed a number of sites 
within the current study area – including 
Tenindewa Creek, Greenough River, Irwin River 
and the Mullewa ceremonial site. 

 The report recommended that an Aboriginal 
Heritage Survey to support s18 consent notice 
application would be required to be sought 
where the railway line intersected Site ID 5673 
Mullewa and Site ID 24761 Greenough River. 

 
O’Connor, R. 2000, Report of on an 

ethnographic study of three 
sections of the expanded Dampier 
to Bunbury Gas Pipeline corridor 
[ID 105175] 

Ethno  < 3% - The 100m wide survey corridor included 
three sections of the Dampier to Bunbury Gas 
Pipeline route from Karratha to Eneabba. It runs 
parallel to the proposed pipeline for 
approximately 7.4 kilometres from the 
Geraldton Mt Magnet Rd to the Eradu North 
Rd. 
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Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 
 The Mullewa Wadjari were consulted regarding 

this section of the Gas Pipeline corridor. 
 No sites of ethnographic significance were 

identified within the Mullewa section of the 
survey corridor.  

Parker, R. 2002 Ethnographic Site 
Avoidance Survey under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972) of 
the Proposed Widening of the 
Dampier – Bunbury Natural Gas 
Pipeline Corridor (DBNGP) at 
Dongara and Eneabba, Western 
Australia. Vol 2 of 2 – Pandawn 
Representatives. [ID 106213] 

Ethno  < 1% - the survey corridor runs parallel to the 
proposed pipeline for approximately 900 
metres north from the Geraldton Mt Magnet 
Rd.  

 Some areas of the corridor could not be 
inspected as they are under paddocks with 
cereal crops. 

 No sites of significance to the Pandawn People 
were found to be within the project area. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS 

Australian Interaction Consultants 
2005 Report on an Archaeological 
Survey of a Proposed Slurry 
Pipeline between Mt Gibson and 
Geraldton, Western Australia [ID 
22706] 

Arch  < 4% of the current pipeline corridor covered by 
this survey. 

 In two sections between John Willcock Link and 
Arthur Road. 

 Comment on the location of ID 20853, ID 
20854. 

 Targeted sample survey of high potential 
features (“judgement sample”) and regular 
transects plus vehicular inspections. 

 Problems with access and visibility. Survey 
coverage of less than 2%. 

 Recommended monitoring. 
AIC 2008 Report on Preliminary 

Archaeological Assessment of 
Stage 5A DBNGP Route, Loop 7. [ID 
23327] 

Arch  <1% - the outlined survey area is parallel to the 
proposed pipeline,~ 2.5 kilometres north along 
the Dampier to Bunbury Gas Pipeline. 

 However, the survey was a targeted inspection 
of previously recorded sites and as there are 
none in this section of the route, the survey is 
not relevant to the area. 

Greenfeld, P. 2001, Amended 
archaeological results: proposed 
east-west infrastructure service 
corridor from CS7 on the DBNGP 
near Geraldton to the Goldfields 
Highway north of Leonora in 
Western Australia, report prepared 
on behalf of AIC [ID 20098] 

Arch  Approximately 51% of the area surveyed 
covers, or is parallel to, the current pipeline 
corridor. 

 The Greenfeld (2001) survey corridor stretches 
from the intersection of Cant Rd and Eradu 
North Road to the proposed Yalgoo mine site. 

 No information regarding the survey 
methodology was in the copy of the report 
available from DPLH. 

 Archaeological artefact scatters were recorded 
during this survey: ID 19478 Kockatea Creek, ID 
19479 Woderarrung Creek Artefact Scatter, ID 
19480 Noorgung Hill – Site 3, ID 19483 Wurarga 
Rockhole 2, ID 19484 Wurarga Rockhole, ID 
20469 Yalgoo Creekline Scatters.  

Lantzke, D. 2010, Report of an 
Archaeological Survey of the 
Proposed AARNET Fibre Optic 

Arch  < 5% - the survey corridor route covers or runs 
parallel to the proposed pipeline in sections 
between Moonyoonooka and Eradu. The survey 
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Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 
Cable from the Geraldton 
Universities Centre Campus to 
Boolardy Station, WA Mullewa 
Wadjari and Widi Claimant Sections 
[ID 28284] and; Report of an 
Archaeological Survey of the 
Proposed Fibre Optic Cable from 
the Geraldton Universities Centre 
Campus to Boolardy Station, WA 
Naaguja and Amangu Claimant 
Sections [ID 28297] 

corridor crosses the proposed pipeline north of 
Mullewa. 

 ID 4810 and ID 19479 were revisited during the 
survey. 

 The archaeological components of ID 18905 
could not be identified within the survey area, 
but may exist outside of it. 

 AARNET AS-01 – 04 were recorded during this 
survey (ID 29199 is within the current study 
area). 

 A number of archaeological sites were re-
recorded in connection with the Ethnographic 
Aboriginal Heritage Survey conducted by Gollan 
and Wright (2010). 

 Recommended monitoring of trench 
excavations at the rivers and major creek 
courses.  

Dortch, J. & Stevens, R. 2011, Report 
of an Archaeological Survey for 
Aboriginal heritage Sites on the 
Proposed Westnet Rail Upgrade, 
Morawa – Geraldton, WA [ID 
28711] 

Arch  Less than 12% - The 60m wide Rail corridor 
covers or runs parallel to the current pipeline 
alignment between Edward Rd in Geraldton and 
Northern Gully. 

 86 isolated artefacts were found and 2 
archaeological sites were recorded during this 
survey conducted on behalf of Big Island 
Research.  

 Site ID 30071 MM1101 is an artefact scatter 
and Site ID 30072 MM1102 is an artefact 
scatter on a granite sheet associated with a 
gnamma hole. 

 The recorders perceived size differences in the 
assemblages between those artefacts found at 
the sites and the isolated finds, indicating more 
intensive use of stone at the sites consistent 
with longer occupation. 

 Neither of these sites are within the current 
study area. 

McGann, S. 1997 Report on an 
Archaeological Survey for 
Aboriginal Sites, Geraldton Oakajee 
Rail Line [ID 101894] 

Arch  < 1% - the survey area intersects the proposed 
pipeline route in two sections east of Arthur Rd, 
Geraldton, for a total of 400 metres.  

 Pedestrian inspections were conducted at areas 
of high potential and high visibility. 

 No archaeological sites were located within the 
current pipeline alignment. 

AIC 1999 Work Clearance Survey 
under the AHA and Heritage Study 
under the Heritage Act 1990 
Windimurra Gas Pipeline Project 
[ID 101886] 

Arch  ~ 54% - The 120m wide gas pipeline survey 
corridor covers or runs parallel in sections to 
the proposed pipeline alignment between the 
intersection of Cant Rd and Eradu North Rd, and 
the Yalgoo Mine. 

 The survey area was inspected from vehicles 
and on foot for archaeological sites. 

 ID 16157 Nungulya Well was recorded during 
this survey. 
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Veth, P. & G. Quartermaine 1984 

Report on the Survey for Aboriginal 
Archaeological Sites on the 
Geraldton Lateral Gas Pipeline 
Route. [ID 103276] 

Arch  < 1% - the survey area intersects the proposed 
pipeline route east of Edward Rd, Geraldton, for 
a total of 200 metres.  

 Inspection was carried out on foot where 
practicable.  

 Nine archaeological sites were recorded, none 
of which area within the current pipeline study 
area. 

 Seven of the sites area small, open artefact 
scatters, one is a quarry and one is a large 
deflation complex with Eocene fossiliferous 
chert present. The large sites are both 
associated with the rich alluvial flats of the 
Greenough River, while the smaller sites are 
within the Victoria Plateau hinterland. 

 A recommendation was made to monitor work 
2 kilometres either side of the Greenough River 
for potential sub surface and stratified cultural 
material. 

Quartermaine, G. 1992 Report on a 
Survey for Archaeological 
Sites of the Proposed 
Yanchep to Geraldton and 
Geraldton to Nabawa 
Sections of the Telecom Optic 
Fibre Cable Route. [ID 
103335] 

Arch  < 1% - the survey corridor intersects with the 
proposed pipeline corridor for approximately 
460 metres between Brand Hwy and Durlacher 
St in Geraldton. 

 Overall it is a broad scale survey, covering a 
cable route of 690 kilometres. 

 The survey was conducted by vehicle with 
pedestrian transects at regular intervals and 
areas of high potential. 

 No sites were recorded as a result of this 
survey.  

 Recommendation made that there may be sub 
surface cultural material and burials present in 
the alluvial terraces of the Chapman, 
Greenough and Irwin Rivers. 

No Author, Archaeological Survey of 
the Proposed AGL Gas Pipeline 
Route Options Thurnoonggnoo 
Bluff – Mullewa – Yalgoo – Mt 
Magnet - Windimurra [ID 103504] 

Arch  ~ 54% - The 120m wide gas pipeline survey 
corridor covers or runs parallel in sections to 
the proposed pipeline alignment between the 
intersection of Cant Rd and Eradu North Rd, and 
the Yalgoo Mine. 

 One archaeological site (Site ID 16157 Nungulya 
Well) was recorded  

 Appears to be a summary report of AIC 1999 
Work Clearance Survey under the AHA and 
Heritage Study under the Heritage Act 1990 
Windimurra Gas Pipeline Project [Report ID 
101886]   

Brown, S. 1983 A Survey for Aboriginal 
Archaeological sites on some 
Proposed Campsite, Double 
Jointing Yard and Airstrip Locations 
(Geraldton Region) Dampier – 
Perth Natural Gas Pipeline. [ID 
103695] 

Arch  < 1% - This survey consists of a series of small 
project areas along the Dampier – Perth natural 
gas pipeline. One of these areas covers the 
pipeline for approximately 200 metres and this 
is located 300 metres north of the Geraldton to 
Mt Magnet Road along the existing gas pipeline 
route. 
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Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 
 The survey areas were examined on foot in 

transects at intervals of 20 to 40 metres. 
 The relevant area (Stockpile No. 13) is described 

by the author as heavily disturbed by borrow 
pits and vehicle tracks. 

 One grindstone was found during the survey 
but it is not located in the area relevant to the 
proposed pipeline. 

Brown, S. 1984 A Survey for Aboriginal 
Sites along the Proposed Bringo 
Deviation, Geraldton – Mount 
Magnet Road. [ID 103819] 

Arch  0% - This 1.5-kilometre-long survey area does 
not intersect with the proposed pipeline 
alignment. It was conducted in Bringo, north of 
where the proposed pipeline route deviates to 
the south. 

 The survey area was inspected entirely on foot. 
 ID 4808, 4809, 4810 were recorded during this 

survey. 
 The author recommended that given the 

evidence for occupation and the presence of 
permanent water there is the possibility of 
further cultural material and features in the 
surrounding area. 

Pickering, M. 1982, An Archaeological 
survey of the Dampier to Perth 
natural gas pipeline route: section 
4 Murchison River to Irwin River [ID 
104085] 

Arch  < 3% - the 30m wide survey corridor extended 
from south of Dongara and headed north for 
220km along the Dampier to Bunbury Gas 
Pipeline. It runs parallel to the proposed 
pipeline for approximately 7.4 kilometres from 
the Geraldton Mt Magnet Rd to the Eradu 
North Rd. 

 It was an extensive survey area and the 
inspection was conducted by vehicle where 
access was possible. 

 No archaeological sites were located within the 
current study area. 

COMBINED ARCHAEOLOGICAL & ETHNOGRAPHIC SURVEYS 

DAS 1979, Dampier to Perth Natural 
Gas Pipeline Route: A Survey for 
Aboriginal Sites March 1979 [ID 
17059] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 3% of the pipeline 
 1486 km were surveyed in 30 days so the 

inspection was targeted rather than systematic. 
 Because of the nature of the survey, it was 

recommended that an archaeologist be present 
during the construction phases of the pipeline 
project.  

 In deference to the large body of information 
held by the Aboriginal people relating to 
traditions, mythology and cultural history, it 
was recommended that a further and more 
intensive anthropological survey be conducted 
of the pipeline route. 

 There is a useful table in the appendix 
summarizing published references made by 
early European settlers to Aboriginal people 
and their culture and economy.  

 Irwin River – native path and well Page 102 
 Greenough River – native huts 150 people – 

page 6, party of 30 natives page 103 
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Marmion, D. & R. Webb 1998 Report 

on a Survey for Archaeological Sites 
in the Area between Allanooka 
Summit Water Tank and the 
Oakajee Offtake, WA, to be 
Impacted by Construction of a 
Water Pipeline. [ID 17654] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 1% of the pipeline  
  A pipeline corridor between the Irwin Borefield 

to the Oakajee Industrial Site that intersects 
with the pipeline route. 

 Those consulted were Clarence Cameron, Barry 
Dodd, Robert Farrell, Robert Ronan and Joseph 
Ronan. 

 Concern was expressed by those consulted 
about the possibility of burials and other sites in 
the vicinity of Geraldton. 

 Previously recorded places and areas of good 
visibility were inspected in detail for 
archaeological sites. 

McDonald, Hales & Associates, 
Summary Report on Aboriginal 
heritage investigations proposed 
Dampier to Bunbury Natural Gas 
Pipeline Corridor Widening Project: 
prepared to assist the Aboriginal 
Cultural Materials Committee [ID 
19019] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 3% of the pipeline route 
 Section between Eradu North Road and the 

Geraldton to Mount Magnet Road. 
 DPLH has closed access to this report. 
 

McDonald, Hales & Associates 2001, 
Report on Aboriginal Heritage 
Investigations: proposed DBNGP 
pipeline corridor widening project 
[ID 19023] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 3% of the pipeline route 
 Section between Eradu North Road and the 

Geraldton to Mount Magnet Road. 
 The McDonald, Hales & Associates (2001) 

survey corridor extended north from Perth for 
approximately 1300km to Karratha. 

 No new ethnographic sites were recorded 
within the current project areas. 

 The Aboriginal consultants confirmed that Site 
ID 24761 Greenough River was used for 
camping and could potentially contain 
archaeological remains and burials (McDonald 
Hales & Associates 2001: 250). 

 Previously recorded archaeological Place ID 
5477 Gas Pipeline 75 was reviewed during this 
survey (McDonald Hales & Associates 2001: 
188) and there was found to be insufficient 
information to reliably determine the location, 
status and integrity of this heritage place. 

ERM Mitchel McCotter 1998 
Geraldton Southern Transport 
Corridor – East-West Alignment 
Environmental Assessment and 
Management Plan. [ID 19243] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 4% of the pipeline route. 
 Between John Willcock Link and Goulds Road. 
 The archaeological survey was conducted by J. 

Harris on behalf of Quartermaine Consultants. 
 The survey included targeted and purposive 

sampling on foot and some vehicular 
inspections. 

 No sites of significance were identified in the 
study area during this investigation. 

 Monitoring for burials and sub-surface 
archaeological material was recommended. 

Thiess Pty Ltd 2003 Geraldton 
Southern Transport Corridor 
Project Contract No 598/01 Section 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 4% of the pipeline route. 
 Between John Willcock Link and Goulds Road. 
 This is an application by MRWA under section 
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Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 
18 Application [ID 20798] 18 of the AHA for this section of land. Please 

note that the consent is not transferrable and is 
project specific. 

 Recommended monitoring and salvage as 
necessary under section 16 of the AHA. 

 ID 20853, ID 20855, ID 20854, ID 20852. 
 Recommendation to protect 20853. 
 

Edwards, K. & E. McDonald 2003 
Report on Aboriginal Heritage 
Investigations Proposed Geraldton 
Southern Access Corridor 
Geraldton, Western Australia [ID 
20798] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 4% of the pipeline route. 
 Between John Willcock Link and Goulds Road. 
 Conducted with the participation of the 

Naaguja and Wilinyu NTCs. 
 Estimated that 20% of the study area was 

effectively surveyed due to land use, visibility 
and technical constraints. 

 ID 20853, ID 20855, ID 20854, ID 20852. 
 Those consulted were concerned regarding ID 

20853 and the potential for sub-surface cultural 
material and burials, particularly in the dune 
systems. 

Lantzke, D. 2004 Report of 
Archaeological and Ethnographic 
Investigations into Limestone 
Cavities Located on the Geraldton 
Southern Transport Corridor. [ID 
21143] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 <1% - targeted inspection of limestone cavities 
south of the Geraldton Mt Magnet Road and 
west of the intersection with the Geraldton NS 
Hwy. 

 Representatives of the Wilinyu, Mullewa 
Wadjari and Naaguja groups were present. 

 Concluded that the cavity is a natural feature 
with no ethnographic features. 

Glendenning, W. 2006 Report of an 
Aboriginal Heritage Survey of a 
Proposed Exploration Drilling 
Project at Yalgoo. [ID 22483] 

Arch & 
Ethno  0.29% of the Mine Study Area 

 This is a survey of corridor extending north in an 
arc between the Geraldton Mount Magnet 
Road and M59/637-1. It was conducted with 
four representatives of the Wajarri Yamatji 
people (Colin Hamlett, Brian Jones, Doug 
Comeagain and Bredan Hamlett).  

 The survey area extends for approximately 23 
ha within M59/637-1 and was conducted on a 
Work Program Clearance Model. This included 
pedestrian and vehicular inspections of the 
proposed drilling areas but the percentage of 
the ground covered in the survey is not set out 
in the report. 

 Three archaeological places were identified 
during the survey and one of them, ID 24169 
Yalgoo 1, is within the Study Area defined for 
the Mine. 

Mattner, J., B. Chown, T. White & T. 
Bergin 2008 Aboriginal Heritage 
Study for 330kV Transmission Line 
between Eneabba Substation & 
Moonyoonooka Substation. [ID 
23015] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 0% - this survey is within the pipeline study 
corridor between Moonyoonooka and Bringo 
but does not intersect with the proposed 
pipeline alignment. It is a 60 m wide corridor 
that runs north south in the study area. 

 No new sites were identified but the Irwin River 
was reiterated as a site of spiritual importance. 

 Survey conducted by a combination of 
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Aboriginal Heritage Surveys Type Portion of current study area 
pedestrian transects and vehicle inspections.

 Those consulted were concerned to protect the 
margins of watercourses. 

 Recommended monitoring during earthworks, 
clearing and at creek and river crossings. 
 

AIC 2008 Heritage Monitoring Report 
of Sites within Loop 7 of DBNGP, 
(Stage 5A) Western Australia. [ID 
23314] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 <1% - the monitoring area is parallel to the 
proposed pipeline, 2.6 kilometres north along 
the Dampier to Bunbury Gas Pipeline from the 
Geraldton to Mt Magnet Road. 

 No new material was identified during the 
monitoring. 

AIC 2007 Consolidation Report of 
Heritage Surveys Undertaken for 
the Proposed Extension Hill 
Magnetite Project and Slurry 
Pipeline between Mt Gibson and 
Geraldton, Western Australia. [ID 
28203] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 < 4% of the current pipeline corridor covered by 
this study. 

 In two sections between John Willcock Link and 
Arthur Road. 

 Desktop review of previous works only and no 
further survey work conducted. 

 Considers the need for applications under 
section 18 and 16 of the AHA for the project. 

Kinhill Pty Ltd 1987 Site Selection for 
Geraldton Satellite 
Communications Station 
Environmental Assessment. [ID 
103990] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 0% - This is a series of five potential satellite 
communication sites, three of which are 
partially within the larger pipeline study area 
but none of which intersect the actual pipeline 
route. 

 A brief field survey was noted. 
 The author recommended that comprehensive 

archaeological and anthropological surveys be 
conducted once the final site was selected. See 
Report ID 103991. 

Schwede, M. 1993 The Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage of the Geraldton 
Coastal Area. [ID 104296] 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 ~ 3% - the study was conducted over a large 
area of the coast including Geraldton and land 
to the north. The covers the western end of the 
proposed pipeline route. 

 The study was broad based and did not involve 
any specific inspection of the current pipeline 
alignment. 

 Schwede concluded that there is no 
‘chronological perspective’ for the region as no 
absolute dating has been possible or attempted 
on the local open sites. Furthermore, 
ethnohistorical sources have suggested that 
larger populations may have been supported in 
the area in the past. Therefore, further 
systematic archaeological and anthropological 
surveys in the area are warranted. 

Hames Consultancy Group 2002, 
Interim report and application for 
consent to disturb sites for the 
infrastructure corridor from 
Geraldton to the North Eastern 
Goldfields under section 18 of the 
AHA [Report ID 106102] and; 
Management Report of Aboriginal 

Arch & 
Ethno 

 ~ 52% - The 450m wide survey corridor covers 
or is parallel to the proposed pipeline route 
from the Dampier to Bunbury Gas Pipeline to 
the Yalgoo North Road. 

 During the archaeological survey, which was 
conducted by Greenfeld in 2002, three 
archaeological sites were located within the 
western section survey corridor – Place ID 
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Heritage Issues affecting the 
infrastructure corridor from 
Geraldton to the North – Eastern 
Goldfields for the Department of 
Minerals and Petroleum Resources 
[ID 106388] 

19478 Kockatea Creek Artefact Scatter, Place ID 
19479 Wooderarrung Creek Artefact Scatter 
and Noorgung Hill granite dome. A number of 
archaeological sensitive areas were also 
recorded (Hames 2002: 17-20). 

 30% of the route was subject to pedestrian 
inspection. 

 During the ethnographic survey, which was 
conducted by Mr Rory O’Connor in 2002, the 
Mullewa representatives requested that the 
proponent make application under s18 of the 
AHA for Site ID 18905 Tenindewa Creek and Site 
ID 18907 Irwin River (and for other sites outside 
of the current study area). 

 The Mullewa representatives strongly 
recommended that the proposed corridor is not 
to be used for transporting nuclear waste. 
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DESKTOP STUDY RESULTS 
 
Desktop research conducted by the consultant to date has established that there are eight 
Registered Aboriginal heritage sites within the Study Area defined for the Pipeline. There are also 24 
Other Heritage Places on the Sites and Places register within this Study Area.  
 
Within the Study Area defined for the development of the Mine there are no Registered sites but 
there are two places recorded on the DPLH public database that may be sites but have not yet been 
assessed by the ACMC, one of which is also within the Pipeline Study Area. 
 
Of the 25 Other Heritage Places found within both Study Areas, 16 have not yet been assessed by 
the ACMC and may in the future be evaluated as meeting the criteria of the AHA and afforded all of 
the protection of that Act. It will be necessary to treat these places as sites until the status has been 
decided as the AHA provides protection for sites whether they are Registered or not. 
 
A desktop search for previous Aboriginal heritage surveys lodged with the DPLH revealed that 44 
Aboriginal Heritage Surveys have survey corridors that overlay portions of the proposed Pipeline 
Study Area.  There are six Aboriginal Heritage Surveys lodged with DPLH that intersect with the Mine 
Development Study Area. 
 
Various studies conducted along the Pipeline corridor concluded that the crossings at the major 
rivers and creeks are areas of high potential for cultural material (AIC 2005 [22671]; Big Island 2011; 
Greenfeld 2001; Lantzke 2010; Quartermaine 1992; McDonald Hales & Assoc 2001; Mattner et al 
2008), as are natural springs and soaks (Brown 1984; Edwards et al 2003), and areas of granite 
(Brown 1984; Greenfeld 2001; Dortch 2011).  
 
Closer to the coast both archaeological studies and consultations (McDonald 2002; Parker 2003; AIC 
2007 [28195]; Quartermaine 1992; Marmion 1998; ERM Mitchell Mc-Cotter 1998) with the 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Custodians revealed that burials are likely to be uncovered in the 
Geraldton area, particularly in the dunes. A search of the DPLH public database reveals that there 
are nine Registered Sites containing burials within the City of Greater Geraldton and in the 
neighbouring coastal Shire of Northampton there are 13 registered burial sites. Therefore, there are 
areas of high potential for archaeological sites and for the likelihood of revealing burials within the 
disturbance footprint of the Pipeline.  
 
The previous consultations with the Aboriginal Heritage Custodians were conducted for a variety of 
different infrastructure and research projects. There are no reports lodged with DPLH that indicate 
that the Aboriginal Heritage Custodians and Native Title Groups have been apprised of this project 
nor asked for comment regarding the impact this project could have on the heritage values of the 
corridor. Given the number of unavoidable creek and river crossings in the Pipeline corridor it is 
probable that an application under Section 18 of the AHA will be required. Consultation with the 
Aboriginal People will be required in support of any application to the ACMC and Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs. 
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Within the Mine Development area only 0.29 % of the polygon defined for this study has been 
subject to a specific heritage survey for mine related activities (Glendenning 2006). At the southern 
extreme of this defined area a further 3 % of the land has been subject to surveys as this section of 
the Study Area intersects with infrastructure corridors extending east from Geraldton (Greenfeld 
2001; AIC 1999; Hames Consultancy Group 2002). None of these surveys cover the land defined for 
specific purposes within the proposed mine. Archaeological surveys and anthropological 
consultations are required for the proposed disturbance footprint of the Mine facilities and 
associated infrastructure. 
 

RISK ASSESSMENT  
The Study Area for the establishment of the mine covers 8233.67 hectares and is located to the east 
and north of Yalgoo. The defined Study Area consists of the following tenements: 
 

o L 59/ 156 
o M 59/ 740-I 
o P 59/ 2133 
o M 59/ 637-I 
o G 59/ 53 

 
In addition, a Pipeline is proposed to link the Mine with port facilities at Geraldton. The proposed 
infrastructure corridor is aligned for the most part along the Geraldton to Mount Magnet Road. The 
proposed Pipeline is 247.7 kilometres long and the Study Area for the infrastructure corridor varies 
from five kilometres to one kilometre wide. 
 
In relation to this proposal Schedule 1 of the AHA Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Guidelines has 
determined that the establishment of the Mine constitutes a ‘Major Disturbance,’ as it involves 
clearing, blasting, construction and mining in a relatively unaltered environment (Due Diligence 
Guidelines 2013: 14).  
 
Schedule 2, the risk assessment matrix, suggests that the works pose a ‘High Risk’ as the land is a 
‘Minimally Altered’ to ‘Unaltered’ Environment.  A review of the DPLH Aboriginal Heritage Surveys 
report catalogue reveals that there have been no heritage surveys or consultations conducted in the 
majority of the relevant tenements and in none of the proposed project footprints. As such, there 
would be a higher risk of encountering an Aboriginal Heritage Site and it is recommended that an 
Aboriginal Heritage Survey is conducted. 
 
In relation to the Pipeline corridor, Schedule 1 of the AHA Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence 
Guidelines has determined that the construction of a New Pipeline constitutes a ‘Significant 
Disturbance’ (Due Diligence Guidelines 2013: 14). However, the proposed Pipeline alignment is 
247.7 kilometres long and traverses a range of different environmental landscapes. Schedule 2, the 
risk assessment matrix, suggests that the works pose a ‘Low Risk’ where the land is a ‘Built 
Environment’.  However, where the works proceed outside the existing road formation, or previous 
pipeline trenches, then the risk increases to ‘moderate to high,’ as the potential does exist for sub-
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surface archaeological material to be present or the prospect of impacting the registered ceremonial 
or spiritual sites exists.  
 
A review of the DPLH Aboriginal Heritage Surveys report catalogue reveals that a large proportion of 
the Pipeline corridor has been subject to previous Aboriginal Heritage surveys. However, these 
surveys were conducted on a targeted and/or sample basis and not all of the relevant land was 
inspected. As such, there would be a higher risk of encountering an Aboriginal Heritage Site and it is 
recommended that an Aboriginal Heritage Survey is conducted. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

In accordance with the Due Diligence Guidelines, the establishment of the Mine constitutes a High 
Risk in a Minimally Altered Environment and therefore it is recommended that an Aboriginal 
Heritage Survey is conducted in the disturbance footprint of the Mine and all associated 
infrastructure including access ways. 
 
In relation to the proposed Pipeline this risk varies from Low to High depending on the nature of the 
environment and it is recommended that an Aboriginal Heritage Survey is conducted in locations 
where a survey has not previously been conducted and at places of high potential (specific 
recommendations regarding the conduct of further surveys are made in the ‘Review of Relevant 
Ethnographic & Archaeological Surveys’ section of the report). 
 
There are no reports lodged with DPLH that neither indicates that the Aboriginal Heritage Custodians 
and Native Title Groups have been apprised of this project nor asked for comment regarding the 
impact this could have on the heritage values of the corridor and mine tenements. It is 
recommended that consultation is conducted with the knowledge holders, Aboriginal Heritage 
Custodians and Native Title Groups regarding this specific project. 
 
Furthermore, it is recommended that the location and extent of all heritage sites and places in the 
vicinity of the Mine, Pipeline and associated structure are verified prior to the commencement of 
the works. This should also give regard to the boundaries defined by DPLH on the public database 
until the location of the sites are confirmed by the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites. 
 
It is recommended that the proponent make any project personnel aware of of Aboriginal Heritage 
Site boundaries in the vicinity of their activities and of their obligation to to report any previously 
unrecorded archaeological material, should this be encountered during earthmoving, as outlined 
under Section 15 of the AHA. 
 
If ground disturbance is proposed to be conducted and/or work is required within the boundary of 
Site ID 4810 Bringo Road Deviation 3, Site ID 5673 Mullewa, Site ID 16157 Nungulya Well, Site ID 
18905 Tenindewa Creek, Site ID 18907 Irwin River (SC04), Site ID 20853 Geraldton Southern 
Transport Corridor Field Site 04, Site ID 24761 Greenough River and/or Site ID 30063 Chapman River 
(Geraldton) it is recommended that the proponent seeks consent under section 18 of the AHA to 
proceed. 
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Part of the Section 18 process would include consultations with representatives of the relevant 
Native Title Claim groups to discuss any impacts that the repairs may have on their cultural values 
and to report on any heritage management requests that the Aboriginal community may have in 
relation to this proposed work. 
 
If ground disturbance is proposed to be conducted and/or work is required within the boundary of 
those ‘Other Heritage Places’ with the status of ‘Lodged’ it is recommended that it will be necessary 
to request that the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or Minister for Aboriginal Affairs causes the place/s 
to be assessed under section 5 of the AHA. It is further recommended that should the place/s be 
assessed as meeting the criteria of section 5 of the AHA, it will be necessary to submit an application 
under section 18 of the AHA to the DPLH seeking permission to use the land that contains an 
Aboriginal site. 
 
As a basis for these applications, consultation with the named site informants and native title claim 
representatives, and further archaeological recording and assessment, will be required. It is also 
possible to combine the request for site assessment and for section 18 consent as part of one 
application under section 18 of the AHA, as both requests will be deliberated by the ACMC. 
 
It is further recommended that the proponent gives due consideration to the specific recommended 
actions outlined in Table 5, which is a summary of site intersection areas identified within this Due 
Diligence Desktop Assessment, with particular regard to the recommendation made for Place ID 
21137 Three Decker Hills. 
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Sites, and some registered sites may no longer exist.
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Search Criteria
2 Other Heritage Places in Shapefile - FIJV_Tenements

Copyright
Copyright in the information contained herein is and shall remain the property of the State of Western Australia. All rights reserved.

Coordinate Accuracy
Coordinates (Easting/Northing metres) are based on the GDA 94 Datum. Accuracy is shown as a code in brackets following the coordinates.

Terminology (NB that some terminology has varied over the life of the legislation)
Place ID/Site ID: This a unique ID assigned by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage to the place.
Status:
  ·  Registered Site: The place has been assessed as meeting Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
  ·  Other Heritage Place which includes:
     -  Stored Data / Not a Site: The place has been assessed as not meeting Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
     -  Lodged: Information has been received in relation to the place, but an assessment has not been completed at this stage to determine if it meets Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
Access and Restrictions:
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  ·  File Restricted = Yes: Some of the information that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage holds in relation to the place is restricted if it is considered culturally sensitive. This 

information will only be made available if the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage receives written approval from the informants who provided the information. To request access please 
contact heritageenquiries@dplh.wa.gov.au.

  ·  Boundary Restricted = No: Place location is shown as accurately as the information lodged with the Registrar allows.
  ·  Boundary Restricted = Yes: To preserve confidentiality the exact location and extent of the place is not displayed on the map. However, the shaded region (generally with an area of at least 

4km²) provides a general indication of where the place is located. If you are a landowner and wish to find out more about the exact location of the place, please contact the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage.

  ·  Restrictions:
     -  No Restrictions: Anyone can view the information.
     -  Male Access Only: Only males can view restricted information.
     -  Female Access Only: Only females can view restricted information.
Legacy ID: This is the former unique number that the former Department of Aboriginal Sites assigned to the place. This has been replaced by the Place ID / Site ID.

Disclaimer
The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 preserves all Aboriginal sites in Western Australia whether or not they are registered. Aboriginal sites exist that are not recorded on the Register of Aboriginal 
Sites, and some registered sites may no longer exist.

The information provided is made available in good faith and is predominately based on the information provided to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage by third parties. The 
information is provided solely on the basis that readers will be responsible for making their own assessment as to the accuracy of the information.  If you find any errors or omissions in our records, 
including our maps, it would be appreciated if you email the details to the Department at heritageenquiries@dplh.wa.gov.au and we will make every effort to rectify it as soon as possible.
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Restricted Legacy IDCoordinateRestrictions Knowledge Holders

20469 Yalgoo Creekline Scatters No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter, Natural
Feature

484025mE 6864150mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

24169 Yalgoo 1 No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter 482819mE 6873509mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA
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Search Criteria
8 Registered Aboriginal Sites in Shapefile - PipelineDevelopmentEnvelope_GHD_20190124

Copyright
Copyright in the information contained herein is and shall remain the property of the State of Western Australia. All rights reserved.

Coordinate Accuracy
Coordinates (Easting/Northing metres) are based on the GDA 94 Datum. Accuracy is shown as a code in brackets following the coordinates.

Terminology (NB that some terminology has varied over the life of the legislation)
Place ID/Site ID: This a unique ID assigned by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage to the place.
Status:
  ·  Registered Site: The place has been assessed as meeting Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
  ·  Other Heritage Place which includes:
     -  Stored Data / Not a Site: The place has been assessed as not meeting Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
     -  Lodged: Information has been received in relation to the place, but an assessment has not been completed at this stage to determine if it meets Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
Access and Restrictions:
  ·  File Restricted = No: Availability of information that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage holds in relation to the place is not restricted in any way.
  ·  File Restricted = Yes: Some of the information that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage holds in relation to the place is restricted if it is considered culturally sensitive. This 

information will only be made available if the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage receives written approval from the informants who provided the information. To request access please 
contact heritageenquiries@dplh.wa.gov.au.

  ·  Boundary Restricted = No: Place location is shown as accurately as the information lodged with the Registrar allows.
  ·  Boundary Restricted = Yes: To preserve confidentiality the exact location and extent of the place is not displayed on the map. However, the shaded region (generally with an area of at least 

4km²) provides a general indication of where the place is located. If you are a landowner and wish to find out more about the exact location of the place, please contact the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage.

  ·  Restrictions:
     -  No Restrictions: Anyone can view the information.
     -  Male Access Only: Only males can view restricted information.
     -  Female Access Only: Only females can view restricted information.
Legacy ID: This is the former unique number that the former Department of Aboriginal Sites assigned to the place. This has been replaced by the Place ID / Site ID.

Disclaimer
The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 preserves all Aboriginal sites in Western Australia whether or not they are registered. Aboriginal sites exist that are not recorded on the Register of Aboriginal 
Sites, and some registered sites may no longer exist.

The information provided is made available in good faith and is predominately based on the information provided to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage by third parties. The 
information is provided solely on the basis that readers will be responsible for making their own assessment as to the accuracy of the information.  If you find any errors or omissions in our records, 
including our maps, it would be appreciated if you email the details to the Department at heritageenquiries@dplh.wa.gov.au and we will make every effort to rectify it as soon as possible.

Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System For further important information on using this information please see the
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage’s Disclaimer statement at
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Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage’s Disclaimer statement at
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Basemap Copyright
Map was created using ArcGIS software by Esri. ArcGIS and ArcMap are the intellectual property of Esri and are used herein under license. Copyright © Esri. All rights reserved. For more 
information about Esri software, please visit www.esri.com.

Satellite, Hybrid, Road basemap sources: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, INCREMENT P, 
NRCan, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri (Thailand), MapmyIndia, NGCC, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community.

Topographic basemap sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri 
China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community.
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ID Status TypeName Boundary
Restricted

File
Restricted Legacy IDCoordinateRestrictions Knowledge Holders

4810 BRINGO ROAD
DEVIATION 3

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Registered
Site

Artefacts / Scatter 289255mE 6818567mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

S01959*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

5673 MULLEWA Yes Yes Male Access
Only

Registered
Site

Ceremonial Not available when
location is restricted

S00501*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

16157 Nungulya Well No No No Gender
Restrictions

Registered
Site

Artefacts / Scatter 371449mE 6846241mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

18905 Tenindewa Creek Yes Yes No Gender
Restrictions

Registered
Site

Artefacts / Scatter,
Mythological, Arch Deposit,

Natural Feature, Water Source

Not available when
location is restricted

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

18907 Irwin River (SC04) Yes Yes No Gender
Restrictions

Registered
Site

Historical, Mythological, Camp,
Natural Feature, Water Source

Not available when
location is restricted

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

20853 Geraldton Southern
Transport Corridor Field

Site 04

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Registered
Site

Natural Feature 264906mE 6813588mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

24761 Greenough River No No No Gender
Restrictions

Registered
Site

Mythological, Natural Feature 389523mE 6893919mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

30063 Chapman River (Geraldton) No No No Gender
Restrictions

Registered
Site

Historical, Mythological, Birth
Place, Water Source

284031mE 6835565mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA
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Search Criteria
24 Other Heritage Places in Shapefile - PipelineDevelopmentEnvelope_GHD_20190124

Copyright
Copyright in the information contained herein is and shall remain the property of the State of Western Australia. All rights reserved.

Coordinate Accuracy
Coordinates (Easting/Northing metres) are based on the GDA 94 Datum. Accuracy is shown as a code in brackets following the coordinates.

Terminology (NB that some terminology has varied over the life of the legislation)
Place ID/Site ID: This a unique ID assigned by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage to the place.
Status:
  ·  Registered Site: The place has been assessed as meeting Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
  ·  Other Heritage Place which includes:
     -  Stored Data / Not a Site: The place has been assessed as not meeting Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
     -  Lodged: Information has been received in relation to the place, but an assessment has not been completed at this stage to determine if it meets Section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.
Access and Restrictions:
  ·  File Restricted = No: Availability of information that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage holds in relation to the place is not restricted in any way.
  ·  File Restricted = Yes: Some of the information that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage holds in relation to the place is restricted if it is considered culturally sensitive. This 

information will only be made available if the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage receives written approval from the informants who provided the information. To request access please 
contact heritageenquiries@dplh.wa.gov.au.

  ·  Boundary Restricted = No: Place location is shown as accurately as the information lodged with the Registrar allows.
  ·  Boundary Restricted = Yes: To preserve confidentiality the exact location and extent of the place is not displayed on the map. However, the shaded region (generally with an area of at least 

4km²) provides a general indication of where the place is located. If you are a landowner and wish to find out more about the exact location of the place, please contact the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage.

  ·  Restrictions:
     -  No Restrictions: Anyone can view the information.
     -  Male Access Only: Only males can view restricted information.
     -  Female Access Only: Only females can view restricted information.
Legacy ID: This is the former unique number that the former Department of Aboriginal Sites assigned to the place. This has been replaced by the Place ID / Site ID.

Disclaimer
The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 preserves all Aboriginal sites in Western Australia whether or not they are registered. Aboriginal sites exist that are not recorded on the Register of Aboriginal 
Sites, and some registered sites may no longer exist.

The information provided is made available in good faith and is predominately based on the information provided to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage by third parties. The 
information is provided solely on the basis that readers will be responsible for making their own assessment as to the accuracy of the information.  If you find any errors or omissions in our records, 
including our maps, it would be appreciated if you email the details to the Department at heritageenquiries@dplh.wa.gov.au and we will make every effort to rectify it as soon as possible.
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Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage’s Disclaimer statement at
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Basemap Copyright
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Satellite, Hybrid, Road basemap sources: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, INCREMENT P, 
NRCan, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri (Thailand), MapmyIndia, NGCC, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community.
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ID Status TypeName Boundary
Restricted

File
Restricted Legacy IDCoordinateRestrictions Knowledge Holders

4497 SALT RIVER & BURRA
LAKES

Yes Yes No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Mythological Not available when
location is restricted

S02620*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

4551 CLUNE No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter 289938mE 6816251mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

S02528*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

4808 BRINGO ROAD
DEVIATION 1

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Artefacts / Scatter 289906mE 6818728mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

S01957*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

4809 BRINGO ROAD
DEVIATION 2

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Artefacts / Scatter 289454mE 6818596mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

S01958*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

5477 GAS PIPELINE 75 No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter 316639mE 6834651mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

S00789*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

18906 Wangara Creek / Salt River
(SC03)

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Mythological, Rockshelter,
Named Place, Water Source

438640mE 6849216mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

19478 Kockatea Creek Artefact
Scatter

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter, Grinding
Patches / Grooves

333752mE 6838429mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

19479 Woderarrung Creek
Artefact Scatter

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter 354323mE 6844541mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

19480 Noorgung Hill - Site 3 No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter 449300mE 6862202mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

19482 Wurarga Deviation Site 2 No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter, Quarry 433150mE 6855767mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

19483 Wurarga Rockhole 2 No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Water Source 442025mE 6858660mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

19484 Wurarga Rockhole No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter, Man-Made
Structure, Water Source

428931mE 6855954mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System For further important information on using this information please see the
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage’s Disclaimer statement at

https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/about-this-websiteList of Other Heritage Places
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ID Status TypeName Boundary
Restricted

File
Restricted Legacy IDCoordinateRestrictions Knowledge Holders

19526 WMSC25 - Camping
Ground

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Camp 369790mE 6845548mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

19527 WMSC26 - Breakaway Line No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter,
Mythological

362747mE 6843872mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

20468 WURARGA
ROCKSHELTERS

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter,
Mythological, Rockshelter,

Natural Feature

425258mE 6856422mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

20469 Yalgoo Creekline Scatters No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter, Natural
Feature

484025mE 6864150mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

20852 GSTC-ISO-01 to 04 No No No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Other: Isolated Artefacts 272726mE 6811911mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

20854 Geraldton Southern
Transport Corridor Field

Site 03

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Modified Tree 272580mE 6811848mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

20855 Geraldton Southern
Transport Corridor Field

Site 02

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Artefacts / Scatter 269301mE 6811990mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

21137 Three Decker Hills No No No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Mythological, Natural Feature 473300mE 6865000mN
Zone 50 [Unreliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

25557 Nundemarra - Kojarena
Gabi

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Mythological, Water Source 292145mE 6818480mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

26739 GSTCS2-Artefact scatter
AS001/2009

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter 270359mE 6811912mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

29199 AARNET AS-01 No No No Gender
Restrictions

Stored Data /
Not a Site

Artefacts / Scatter 308937mE 6824347mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

29217 Geralton-Mount Magnet
Road Artefact Scatter

No No No Gender
Restrictions

Lodged Artefacts / Scatter 289619mE 6818576mN
Zone 50 [Reliable]

*Registered Knowledge
Holder names available

from DAA

Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System For further important information on using this information please see the
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage’s Disclaimer statement at

https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/about-this-websiteList of Other Heritage Places
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About these Guidelines 
These Guidelines and the Aboriginal Heritage Matrix are for general assistance only.  Land 
users should always obtain independent advice on the application of the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1972 (AHA) (WA) to their particular circumstances. When using these Guidelines the 
‘precautionary principle’* should be applied to any circumstance where doubt exists, 
particularly about: 

• the potential impact to Aboriginal heritage; and/or 
• the nature and level of potential impact of the proposed activity(s). 

If doubt exists the land user should contact the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in the first 
instance: 

 Telephone: 1300 651 077 or 08 6551 8004  
 Website: www.daa.wa.gov.au/ 
 

*The Precautionary Principle 
To apply a precautionary approach to the assessment of risk to Aboriginal heritage ensures all 
aspects of potential risk are considered and appropriate steps are applied to avoid or minimise 
damage to Aboriginal sites. 

http://www.daa.wa.gov.au/
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PART 1 - INFORMATION TO ASSIST IN USING THESE GUIDELINES 
 
 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 
 
 
1.0 The Abor ig inal  Heritage Act 1972  (AHA )  (W A)  was enacted to ensure that 

Aboriginal heritage to which the AHA applies could be appropriately protected and 
preserved. 

 
1.1 Under section 10 of the AHA, the Minister’s role is to ensure that, as far as 

reasonably practicable, all places in Western Australia which are traditionally or 
currently of sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to Aboriginal people are 
properly recorded and their importance evaluated. This is to assist in determining 
priorities for the protection and preservation of Aboriginal heritage. 

 
1.2 See Appendix 1 – Definitions for a list of terms and their definitions as used in the 

AHA or these Guidelines. 
 
 

Definition of an Aboriginal Site 
 
1.3 As defined in section 5 of the AHA an Aboriginal site is: 
 

(a) any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal 
descent have, or appear to have, left any object, natural or artificial, used 
for, or made or adapted for use for, any purpose connected with the 
traditional cultural life of the Aboriginal people, past or present; 

(b) any sacred, ritual or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special 
significance to persons of Aboriginal descent; 

(c) any place which, in the opinion of the Committee, is or was associated 
with the Aboriginal people and which is of historical, anthropological, 
archaeological or ethnographical interest and should be preserved 
because of its importance and significance to the cultural heritage of the 
State; and 

(d) any place where objects to which this Act applies are traditionally stored, 
or to which, under the provisions of this Act, such objects have been 
taken or removed. 

 
1.4 See Appendix 2 – Types of Aboriginal Sites and Landscape features which may 

contain a site – for a brief description of the various types of Aboriginal sites that 
can be found in Western Australia. 
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Offences relating to Aboriginal Sites 
 
1.5 Under section  17  of the AHA, a person  who  excavates,  destroys, damages,  

conceals or  in  any  way  alters  any Aboriginal site  commits  an offence, unless he 
or she acts with the authorisation of the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites (Registrar) 
under section 16 or the consent of the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs (Minister) 
under section 18. 

 

 
1.6 All land users who wish to use land for a purpose which might contravene section 

17 of the AHA must exercise due diligence in trying to establish whether or not 
their proposed activity on a specified area may damage or destroy an Aboriginal 
site.  

 
1.7 Section 15 of the AHA provides that any person who has knowledge of any thing or 

place to which the AHA applies or might reasonably be suspected to apply has an 
obligation to report it to the Registrar. However, according to section 7(1)(b) 
Aboriginal people are not compelled to disclose information or otherwise act 
contrary to any prohibition of the relevant Aboriginal customary law or tradition. 

 

Administration of the AHA 

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
 
1.8 Responsibility for the administration of the AHA is vested in the Minister for 

Aboriginal Affairs under section 11A. The Minister is required to have regard to the 
recommendations of the Registrar for Aboriginal Sites and the Aboriginal Cultural 
Material Committee but is not bound by these recommendations. 

 

The Register 
 
1.9 The Register is established under section 38 of the AHA and must, so far as is 
 practicable, include: 

 
(a) protected areas (section 19); 
(b) Aboriginal cultural material; and 
(c) Aboriginal sites and objects to which the AHA applies. 

 
1.10 The Register lists all known Aboriginal sites reported to the Registrar pursuant to 

section 15 of the AHA and all areas currently protected under section 19.  
 
1.11 The Register does not include undiscovered or unregistered sites.  Irrespective of a 

site being either known, or assessed by the DAA, and/or on the Register, 
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importantly the AHA affords protection to all Aboriginal sites which can be 
determined to meet the section 5 definitions. 

 
1.12 The Register is an essential reference tool which can assist land users in identifying 

locations where Aboriginal heritage is present. 

The Registrar 
 
1.13 The Registrar of Aboriginal Sites (Registrar) is appointed to undertake various 

obligations under the AHA including the management of the Register of Aboriginal 
Places and Objects (often referred to as the Register of Aboriginal Sites). 

 

The Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
 
1.14 The Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA) is responsible for administering the 

AHA. The DAA works with Aboriginal people to preserve and manage Aboriginal 
sites of importance and significance.  

 

The Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee 
 
1.15 The Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee (Committee) also referred to as the 

ACMC, evaluates on behalf of the community the importance or significance of 
Aboriginal places and objects and recommends to the Minister places and objects 
which are, or have been of special significance to Aboriginal people. The 
Committee’s advice may include recommendations about the preservation or 
management of Aboriginal sites and objects.  

 
1.16 The members of the Committee are drawn from various parts of Western Australia 

and are people who, in the opinion of the Minister, have special knowledge, 
experience or responsibility that will assist the Committee in the recognition and 
evaluation of the cultural significance of matters coming before the Committee.  

 

Distinction between Aboriginal heritage and native title 
 
1.17 The Native Title Act 1993 (Cwlth) (NTA) provides for the recognition and 

protection of native title rights and interests by which Aboriginal people have 
maintained a traditional connection to their land and waters since sovereignty. The 
NTA further provides that native title rights have been extinguished over land that 
has been subject to particular grants of land tenure (e.g. freehold and leasehold). By 
contrast, regardless of the underlying land tenure, the AHA applies to all land in 
Western Australia. 
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1.18 Where the Federal Court makes a native title determination that certain Aboriginal 
people hold native title rights, it will generally include rights to, for example, "visit, 
maintain and protect from physical harm, areas, places and sites of importance in 
the Determination Area" which are essentially rights to manage cultural heritage. In 
that regard, native title holders should be afforded primary authority for Aboriginal 
heritage within an area where native title rights have been determined. 

 

Further Information 
 
1.19 Copies of the Western Australian Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 and the Regulations 

can be accessed online through the State Law Publisher website 
(www.slp.wa.gov.au) and copies of the Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993 can 
be accessed through the ComLaw website (www.comlaw.gov.au). 

 
1.20 Any questions regarding the AHA or the Regulations can be referred to the DAA: 
   Department of Aboriginal Affairs  

  Telephone: 1300 651 077 or 08 6551 8004  
  Website: www.daa.wa.gov.au/ 
 
1.21 Any questions about native title claims or Indigenous land use agreements in 

Western Australia can be referred to the Native Title Unit: 
  Department of the Premier and Cabinet – Land, Approvals and Native 

Title Unit 
   Telephone: 08 6552 5333 
   Website: www.dpc.wa.gov.au/LANTU 

 

http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/
http://www.daa.wa.gov.au/
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PART 2–ABORIGINAL HERITAGE– DUE DILIGENCE GUIDELINES 
 
 

Purpose of the Due Diligence Guidelines (Guidelines) 
 

2.0 All Aboriginal sites are protected by the AHA, whether or not they have previously 
been identified or registered, provided that the site can be determined to meet the 
section 5 definitions. 

 
2.1 A land user is obliged to comply with the provisions of the AHA and failure to do so 

may result in prosecution. Section 17 of the AHA provides that it is an offence to 
excavate, destroy, damage, conceal or in any way alter an Aboriginal site.  
Therefore land users should carefully evaluate how a proposed activity may affect 
Aboriginal heritage. 

 
2.2 In proceedings for an offence under the AHA, section 62 provides a ‘special defence 

of lack of knowledge’. Section 62 states that "it is a defence for the person charged 
to prove that he did not know and could not reasonably be expected to have known, 
that the place or object to which the charge relates was a place or object to which 
[the AHA] applies". 

 
2.3 The purpose of these Guidelines is to assist land users to be more aware of how their 

activities could adversely impact an Aboriginal site. Compliance with these 
Guidelines will not of itself guarantee compliance with the AHA. However, where 
the Guidelines are followed, it is less likely that Aboriginal sites will be harmed. 

 
2.4 Due diligence may involve one or all of the following actions: 
 

(a) assessing the landscape where an activity is to take place; 
(b) assessing the proposed activity and the potential impact on the 

landscape; 
(c) searching the Register of Aboriginal Sites and the Aboriginal 

Heritage Inquiry System; 
(d) consulting with the relevant Aboriginal people;  
(e) agreeing to an Aboriginal heritage survey; or 
(f) other heritage management strategies. 

 

Assessing the landscape where an activity is to take place 
 
2.5 The possibility of a landscape containing Aboriginal sites will differ between land 

which has had considerable previous land use, for example intensive land clearing or 
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development, and land which is largely in its natural state or is remote and 
undisturbed by previous development. 

 
2.6 Similarly, some landforms are more likely than others to serve as an indicator of 

Aboriginal traditional activity than others.  Landscape features which may contain 
Aboriginal sites and should be approached with some caution include, but are not 
limited to: rock outcrops, rock shelters, caves, alluvial terraces, foreshores and coastal 
dunes, ranges and hills, natural wetlands, waterholes, springs, gnamma holes, rivers, 
creeks, streams, swamps, hills and mound formations, or areas with potential 
archeological deposits.  
 

2.7 An assessment of the area where an activity is proposed may reveal evidence 
(artefacts or other signs) about previous Aboriginal traditional activity. Please see 
Appendix 2 – Types of Aboriginal sites & landscape features which may contain 
a site.  
 

Assessing the proposed activity and the potential impact on the landscape 
 

2.8 A land use activity can range in effect, from an activity unlikely to impact on 
Aboriginal sites to an activity highly likely to impact (i.e. damage and destroy)  
Aboriginal sites.  For example, an aerial survey will not physically damage Aboriginal 
sites whereas blasting or ground excavation can cause extensive damage to an 
Aboriginal site. 

 
2.9 Schedule 1 – Land Activities by Category – provides a brief list of land activities 

categorised by the level of likely disturbance. Schedule 2 – The Aboriginal 
Heritage Matrix – provides an indicative guide to the relationship between previous 
land use and the category of land activity. 

 

Major Development Projects 
 

2.10 A major project which potentially involves multiple ground-disturbing activities over 
a large area (for example, a port with rail and road access) may require the preparation 
of an integrated plan to manage Aboriginal heritage, rather than applying a piecemeal 
approach to different activities within the total project area. 

2.11 Aboriginal heritage is one compliance requirement a project developer should address 
as early as possible. Early consultation with Aboriginal people can help to identify 
how to minimise or avoid any disturbance of Aboriginal sites. Leaving heritage 
management to the later stages of project planning can risk delays whilst the relevant 
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information or approvals are obtained. 

2.12 See the Department of State Development’s website for general information about the 
range of project approvals linked to major projects (www.dsd.wa.gov.au/6734.aspx). 

 

Searching the Register of Aboriginal Sites and the Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System 
 
2.13 Once a land user has identified the proposed activity and considered the level of 

previous land use, the next step is to establish the possible existence of an Aboriginal 
site.  The key reference tool is the Register of Aboriginal Sites accessible online via 
the DAA’s website.  The Register is incorporated into the Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry 
System (AHIS). 

 
2.14 The Register lists all known Aboriginal sites reported to the Registrar pursuant to 

section 15 of the AHA and all areas protected under section 19.  See paragraphs 1.9-
1.12 of these Guidelines for a fuller description of the Register. 

 
2.15 The AHIS enables members of the public to search areas in Western Australia for 

identified Aboriginal sites and areas previously subject to heritage surveys processed 
by DAA.  The surveys may indicate whether or not Aboriginal sites are present or 
whether some areas have been marked for avoidance.  

 
2.16 The AHIS can be accessed online through DAA’s website 

(www.daa.wa.gov.au/AHIS/default.aspx).   

2.17 Please note: Land users should exercise caution in areas where no surveys have been 
completed, or where surveys have only been completed for parts of the area where 
the proposed activity is intended.  Caution is required because heritage surveys over 
only part of the land may not have identified all possible sites. Sole reliance on 
information contained in the Register may not be sufficient and consultation in the 
first instance with the DAA is recommended, depending on the DAA’s advice this 
consultation may extend to include the relevant Aboriginal people. 

 

Consulting with the relevant Aboriginal people 
 
2.18 Information about the Aboriginal heritage for a particular area is best obtained 

through consultation with the relevant Aboriginal people.  Whilst there is no 
definitive list of Aboriginal people who should be consulted for an area, the 
Committee suggests that the following people at least should be consulted: 

 
(a) determined native title holders; 
(b) registered native title claimants; 

http://www.dsd.wa.gov.au/6734.aspx
http://www.daa.wa.gov.au/AHIS/default.aspx
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(c) persons named as informants on Aboriginal site recording forms held in 
the Register at DAA; and 

(d) any other Aboriginal people who can demonstrate relevant cultural 
knowledge in a particular area. 

 
2.19 Consultation in this context means engaging meaningfully with the relevant 

Aboriginal people. The purpose of such consultation could be:  
 

(a) to provide easily understood information about the proposed land use and 
to seek responses from the relevant Aboriginal people; 

(b) to identify sites in the area that may not have been registered; 
(c) to assess whether the proposed land activity might damage Aboriginal 

sites; and 
(d) to develop strategies for heritage management for the proposed land use 

and for any longer term disturbance that might occur as part of the 
activity (e.g. construction of power poles and later periodic 
maintenance). 

 
2.20 Consultation might not lead to consensus but provide a basis upon which decisions 

can be made. 
 
2.21 It should be noted that Aboriginal people are not obliged to divulge culturally specific 

or sensitive information and in some cases Aboriginal law and custom may prevent 
such disclosure. Nonetheless, heritage management strategies can be developed to 
protect sites even if details are limited. 

 
2.22 If a land use activity is likely to impact upon Aboriginal heritage, it is best that 

heritage management strategies are implemented early in the planning process.   Early 
engagement and consultation can help to identify ways to minimise and avoid 
damage to or disturbance of Aboriginal sites. Leaving heritage management to the 
later stages of project planning can potentially delay the land user whilst he/she 
obtains the relevant information or approvals. 

 
2.23 Please note. Consultation with the relevant Aboriginal people is a pre-condition to the 

Committee’s consideration of an application for consent or approval under the AHA. 

 

Native Title Future Acts 
 

2.24 Where a license or permit application is submitted under a state law which triggers the 
‘future act’ provisions (Division 3 of the NTA), particularly where a license proposes 
a significant ground disturbing activity, it is likely that an Aboriginal heritage survey 
of the area will be required. 
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2.25 An Aboriginal heritage agreement cannot dis-allow or modify the operation of the 
AHA.  All parties are bound by the provisions and obligations of the AHA. 

 

Failure to reach agreement about conducting an Aboriginal Heritage Survey 
 

2.26 Where agreement cannot be reached with the relevant Aboriginal people for the area to 
undertake an Aboriginal heritage survey, the land user continues to be bound by the 
provisions of the AHA. The land user is still obliged to either avoid the site or to apply 
for consent to impact the site. 

 
2.27 If at any time it is likely that the proposed activity will in any way impact on a 

registered Aboriginal site, or a suspected Aboriginal site is uncovered and consent 
under section 16 or 18 has not been granted to impact the site, then the activity should 
cease immediately and the land user should contact the DAA and the relevant 
Aboriginal people. 

 

Strategies for managing Aboriginal heritage 
 

Site avoidance strategies 
 

2.28 If an Aboriginal site is on or close to an area where a land user proposes an activity 
which may damage, destroy or alter an Aboriginal site the land user should 
investigate strategies for avoiding the site or limiting disturbance to the site. The land 
user will consult with the relevant Aboriginal people to: 

 
(a) seek advice as to how best the activity may be managed to avoid damage; 
(b) where necessary, conduct an Aboriginal heritage Survey; 

 
2.29 The land user may seek authorisation or consent to the activity under either the AHA 

or the Regulations to proceed with the activity, ideally with the support of the 
relevant Aboriginal people. 

 

Consent to an activity 
 

2.30 Consent or authorisation is usually given in one of three ways: 
 

(a) section 18 of the AHA provides that, in order to avoid committing an offence 
under section 17, a land owner may give notice to the Committee that he or 
she requires to use the land for a purpose that might impact on a heritage site 
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unless consent is given by the Minister to the use of the land for that purpose.  
The Committee considers the notice and makes a recommendation to the 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.  The Minister then makes a decision whether 
or not to consent to the use of the land. If consent is granted, the Minister can 
also impose conditions; 

(b) section 16 of the AHA provides that the Registrar, on the advice of the 
Committee may authorise entry upon and excavation of a site and removal of 
items from that site; or 

(c) regulation 10 of the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 1974 (WA) (AHR) 
details particular activities that require written authorisation from either the 
Registrar or the Minister before any such activities can occur on land and/or 
property to which these Regulations apply. 
 

Limiting impact to an Aboriginal site 
 

2.31 Particular care should be taken where a land user proposes to undertake activities that 
may potentially cause further disturbance inside the boundaries of a registered 
Aboriginal site, or where there are sites which are yet to be assessed by the Committee, 
or in areas which have not previously been surveyed and may include landscape 
features as set out under Appendix 2 – Types of Aboriginal sites and landscape 
features likely to contain a site. 

 
2.32 It is important to be informed about the possibility of an area containing an Aboriginal 

site. Extra care must be taken prior to proceeding with any land activity that may cause 
disturbance to an Aboriginal site. 

Schedules 1 and 2 of these Guidelines 
 

2.33 Schedules 1 and 2 are provided for general guidance only.  In case of doubt a land 
user should contact the DAA for further information and/or assistance on 1300 651 
077 or through their website:  http://www.daa.wa.gov.au/contact-us/. 

http://www.daa.wa.gov.au/contact-us/
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SCHEDULE 1 – LAND ACTIVITIES BY CATEGORY 
 
The below five lists are examples of typical development activities. Land users should apply 
the precautionary principle and use their own initiative to assess their intended activity with 
those described below.  In cases where the activity does not correspond with those listed 
below, a land user should compare it as closely as possible with one or more of the listed 
activities.   
 
Please note: The following lists of activities are not intended to be exhaustive. Their inclusion 
is to demonstrate the likely activities within the categories. If in doubt please seek advice 
from the DAA on 1300 651 077 or through the website: www.daa.wa.gov.au/contact-us/. 
 
These categories are intended to be used in conjunction with the Aboriginal Heritage 
Matrix (Matrix) in Schedule 2.  

1. Negligible Disturbance 
Activities which are non-invasive and cause negligible or no impact to the land may include: 
• walking, photography, filming; 
• aerial surveying/magnetic surveys; 
• use of existing tracks, water courses; 
• environmental monitoring;  
• water and soils sampling; 
• fossicking using hand held instruments; 
• spatial measurement; and 
• scientific research, using hand held tools. 

2. Minimal Disturbance 
Activities that cause minimal disturbance to the land may include: 
• cultivation/grazing in areas previously cultivated/grazed; 
• maintenance  of  existing paths, walls,  roads,  tracks, bridges, public infrastructure 

(e.g. electrical, water, sewage) and community utilities within the existing footprint 
and adjacent service areas; 

• feral animal eradication, weed, vermin and pest control, vegetation control and fire 
control; and 

• light vehicular access and camping. 

3. Moderate Disturbance 
Activities that cause moderate disturbance to the land may include: 
• work program clearance; 
• sampling using hand held rig or rig mounted on a light vehicle;  
• new fire breaks; 

http://www.daa.wa.gov.au/contact-us/
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• re-vegetation; 
• temporary power lines; 
• temporary gravel or soil stockpile; and 
• temporary camps. 
 

4. Significant Disturbance 
Activities that cause significant disturbance to the land may include: 
• creation of new roads or tracks; 
• new public access ways, bridges, culverts, flood remediation and erosion levies; 
• land clearing over more than a small area; 
• intensive soil/core sampling; 
• new pipelines; 
• significant reclamation works; and 
• major landscaping/contouring.  
 

5. Major Disturbance* 
Activities that cause major and lasting disturbance to the land may include: 
• large-scale land clearing; 
• exploration drilling; 
• bulk sampling, soil excavation;  
• mechanical earthmoving, blasting; 
• major construction works; 
• open cut mining; 
• large scale changes to waterways; and 
• industrial development. 
 
*Major developments (for example a new freeway or a port) can create the need for 
comprehensive heritage management plans i.e. planning which amounts to more than an 
assessment of individual activities and their possible impact on Aboriginal heritage.  For 
guidance on major development projects see section 2.10 – 2.12 of these Guidelines. 
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SCHEDULE 2 – THE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE RISK MATRIX 
Pr

ev
io

us
 L

an
d 

U
se

 
LAND ACTIVITIES – CATEGORIES 1-5 
  1. Negligible 

disturbance 
 
 
 

 

2. Minimal 
disturbance 

 
 

3. Moderate 
disturbance 

 
 
 
 

4. Significant 
disturbance 

 
 

 

5. Major 
disturbance 

 
 
 

 
Built Environment - e.g. urban 
environment, towns, metropolitan region. 

 
Low 

 
  Low 

 
  Low 

 
Low 

 
  Medium 

Significantly Altered Environment - e.g. 
cultivated and cleared land. 

 
Low 

 
Low 

 
Low 

 
Medium 

 
High 

Moderately Altered Environment - e.g. 
partially cleared lands, re-vegetated 
landscape. 

 
Low 

 
Low 

 
Medium 

 
Medium 

 
High 

Minimally Altered Environment - e.g. 
urban bush land, regrowth areas 

 
Low 

 
Medium Medium  

High 
 
High 

Unaltered Environment - e.g. protected 
areas or pristine environment. 
 

 
Low 

 
Medium 

 
High 

 
High 

 
High 

Risk Assessment Actions 

Low Risk (Review) 
 

Review the landscape and proposed activity (see sections 2.4 - 2.8 - assessing the landscape and the activity). Refer to the 
AHIS. 

Medium Risk (Review /Exercise Caution) 
 

Review the landscape and proposed activity (as above). The precautionary principle (see page 2) applies. Refer to the AHIS 
and contact the DAA. A range of actions may be recommended, including: no action, consultation with the relevant 
Aboriginal people, an Aboriginal heritage survey or modification of the proposed activity to avoid or minimise site impact. 

High Risk (Consult / Survey / Approvals) Refer to the AHIS. Consult with the DAA and the relevant Aboriginal people. Dependent on consultation outcomes you 
may need to include: an Aboriginal heritage survey, modification of the proposed activity to avoid or minimise (see sections 
2.24 - 2.28) impact to the site and/or other heritage management strategies.  The land user may also need to apply for 
approval or consent (see section 2.26) to the activity. 

For major development projects refer to sections 2.10 - 2.12 for further advice. 
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Appendix 1 – Definitions 
In addition to the definitions used in the AHA the following definitions are used within these guidelines: 

Aboriginal heritage means the Aboriginal site or object as defined in sections 5 and 6 of the AHA. 
 
Aboriginal Heritage Risk Matrix means the document attached at Schedule Two of these Guidelines (as 
amended from time to time). 
 
Aboriginal Heritage Survey means a survey conducted by a suitably qualified archaeologist, 
ethnographer, anthropologist or other heritage professional who investigates the Aboriginal heritage of an 
area.  For site identification, work area clearance or site avoidance surveys the relevant Aboriginal people 
will nominate Aboriginal consultants (usually 6 people) from their group who provide first-hand 
knowledge and guidance about the Aboriginal heritage of the area. There are several types of Aboriginal 
heritage surveys: 

• desk top study, a preliminary investigation of Aboriginal heritage;  
• site identification survey;  
• work area clearance survey; and  
• site avoidance survey. 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Survey Report means a report by a suitably qualified archaeologist, ethnographer, 
anthropologist or other heritage professional, that communicates the results of the Aboriginal heritage survey. 
Aboriginal heritage survey reports constitute a significant portion of the Register of Aboriginal Sites.  
Guidance about the type of information to be included in the various types of Aboriginal Heritage Survey 
Reports is available from the DAA’s website. 
 
Consultation means a process of enquiry and response between a land user and relevant Aboriginal people 
to provide information or assistance in identifying any need for site identification, heritage survey and/or 
land use activity proposal modification.  Consultation should include details of proposed land use activity. 

 
Disturbance means any activity which will physically alter the surface or ground of the land or  waters. 
 
Proposed activity means any planned activity on the land or water that may result in varying degrees of 
disturbance. 
 
Native Title Claimant means the Aboriginal people who have lodged a native title determination 
application over a particular area of land and waters.  

Native Title Holder means there has been a determination by the Federal Court that a named group of 
Aboriginal people hold the native title rights and interests over a particular area of land and/or waters. 
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Appendix 2 -Types of Aboriginal sites and landscape features which may contain a site 
 
The following is an overview of the various types of sites that can be found in Western Australia.  This list is 
not exhaustive. 
 
Artefacts: An artefact site is a place where human activity is identifiable by the presence of a portable 
object/s (e.g., stone, glass, bone, shell) utilised or modified by Aboriginal people in relation to traditional 
cultural life past or present. 
 
Fish Trap: A stone, wood, or other similar structure made by Aboriginal people for catching fish. Such 
structures are generally found on the coast of Western Australia, and in its lakes and rivers. 
 
Man-made structure: The placement or arrangement, by Aboriginal people, of stone, wood or other 
material made into a structure for ceremonial or utilitarian purposes. 
 
Mythological: A  place  that  is  connected  to  the  great  spirit  ancestors,  in  their  various manifestations,  
of  the  'Dreamtime'  which  continues  to  be  important  and  of  special significance to persons of 
Aboriginal descent. 
 
Repository/Cache: A place where cultural or utilitarian objects are/were taken, or stored, by Aboriginal 
people, either past or present. 
 
Ceremonial: A place used for a formal act or series of acts prescribed by ritual, belief in a mythological 
manifestation, religious belief or observance, protocol or convention that is connected with the traditional 
cultural life of Aboriginal people past or present. 
 
Grinding patches/Grooves: A place where grinding patches or grooves can be found. Grinding patches or 
grooves are smoothed areas or grooves on rock surfaces (non-portable) that have been created by grinding 
activity associated with food production such as seed milling, preparation of pigments, tool manufacture 
and/or maintenance and ritual. 
 
Midden: A place where there is an accumulation of shell refuse that is derived from exploitation of a 
mollusc  resource  by  Aboriginal  people.  Such sites may also contain artifacts, fireplaces, burnt shell and 
bones. 
 
Painting: Places where Aboriginal people have painted on surfaces. Paintings (including daubings, 
drawings, stencils, prints) can be figurative or non-figurative markings or motifs on surfaces such as rocks, 
rock walls and trees at fixed locations that are produced by adding pigments and or mediums, such as ochre, 
blood, beeswax, animal fats, vegetable dyes, tree saps. 
 
Skeletal material/Burial: A place where Aboriginal skeletal material is buried and/or where mortuary 
practices occurred. 
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Engraving: A motif (either figurative or non-figurative) on a rock surface produced by percussion or 
abrasion. Engravings are also often referred to as petroglyphs. 
 
Historical: A place that has historical associations with Aboriginal people and may or may not contain 
physical evidence of those associations. 
 
Modified or Scarred tree: A place with one or more tree(s), living or dead, that has been modified by 
Aboriginal people by removing the bark or wood resulting in the formation of a scar. This sort of 
modification was and is frequently done for the making of implements, tools or other materials that were 
used in traditional cultural practices. 
 
Quarry: Places where there is evidence for the extraction of stone or ochre. 
 
Landscape  features,  which possibly  contain  Aboriginal  sites  and  should  therefore  be approached with 
care, include but are not limited to: 
 

(a) rock outcrops; 
(b) caves; 
(c) foreshores and coastal dunes; (d) ranges and hills; 
(d) areas of bio-geographical significance, such as natural wetlands; 
(e) permanent and semi-permanent waterholes, natural springs, gnamma holes, and watercourses; 
(f) some hill and mound formations; and 
(g) areas with potential archaeological deposit, such as rock shelters, caves, alluvial terraces, 

dune deposits and other relevant geo-morphological features. 
 
The views of the relevant Aboriginal people are a key factor in identifying and assessing sites. Appropriately 
qualified persons such as anthropologists, archaeologists and historians can also provide valuable assistance. 
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Appendix 3 – Contact Details for the Relevant Aboriginal People 
Information about the Aboriginal heritage for a particular area is best obtained through consultation with the 
relevant Aboriginal people.  Whilst there is no definitive list of Aboriginal people who should be consulted 
for an area, the Committee suggests that the following people at least should be consulted: 

 
(a) determined native title holders*; 
(b) registered native title claimants; 
(c) persons named as informants on Aboriginal site recording forms held in the Register at 

Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA); and 
(d) any other Aboriginal people who can demonstrate relevant cultural knowledge in a 

particular area. 
 
*When a determination of native title is made, the NTA requires the native title holders to establish a 
prescribed bodies corporate (PBC), also known as a registered native title body corporate.  PBC's hold in 
trust, or manage, the native title rights and interests of the native title holders. 
 
The following contact details are subject to change. To confirm contact details please use the website of 
the ‘Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Organisations’ (ORIC). 
 

Organisation Type Name Contact Details 
 

Prescribed Body Corporate Bardi and Jawi Niiimidiman 
Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: 36 Pembroke 
Street, via, Broome WA 6725  
 
Phone Number: 08 91923483 

Prescribed Body Corporate Buurabalayji Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: PO box 55, 
Onslow WA 6710  
 
Phone Number: 08 91846876 

Prescribed Body  Corporate 
 

Bunuba Dawangarri Aboriginal 
Corporation 

 

Postal Address: PO Box 5451 
Cable Beach WA 6726 
 
Phone number: 0431 350 620 

Prescribed Body Corporate Jidi Jidi Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: PO Box 128, 
Meekatharra WA 6642  
 
Phone Number: 0899812021 

Prescribed Body Corporate Karajarri Traditional Lands 
Association Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: Kimberley Land 
Council, 36 Pembroke Road, 
Broome WA 6725  
 
Phone Number: 08 91940142 

Prescribed Body Corporate Kunin (Native Title) Aboriginal 
Corporation  

 

Postal Address: PO Box 1375,  
Broome WA 6725  
 
Phone Number: 0891936651 

Prescribed Body Corporate Miriuwung and Gajerrong #1 and #4 Postal Address: PO Box 2110, 
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(NTPBC) Aboriginal Corporation 

 

Kununurra WA 6743  
 
Phone Number: 08 91664800 

Prescribed Body Corporate Mungarlu Ngurrarankatja  

 

Postal Address: C/- Central Desert 
Native Title Services, 170 
Wellington Street, East Perth WA 
6004  
 
Phone Number: 0894252000 

Prescribed Body Corporate Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation 
 

Postal Address: PO Box 263, 
Roebourne WA 6718 
 
Phone Number: 08 9182 1351 

Prescribed Body Corporate Nyangumarta Karajarri Aboriginal 
Corporation 
 

Postal Address: C/- Kimberley 
Land Council, PO Box 2145, 
Broome WA 6725  
 
Phone Number: 08 91940124 

Prescribed Body Corporate Nyangumarta Warrarn Aboriginal 
Corporation 
 

Postal Address: C/- Pilbara Native 
Title Services, 3 Brand Street, 
South Hedland WA 6722 
 
Phone Number: 0891725433 

Prescribed Body Corporate Parna Ngururrpa Aboriginal 
Corporation  

 

Postal Address: C/- Central Desert 
Native Title Services Ltd, 170 
Wellington Street, East Perth WA 
6004  
 
Phone Number: 08 94252000 

Prescribed Body Corporate Pila Nguru Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: PO Box 1014,  
Kalgoorlie WA 6430 
 
Phone Number: 08 90371147 

Prescribed Body Corporate Tjamu Tjamu Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: Central Desert 
Native Title Services Ltd, 170 
Wellington Street, East Perth WA 
6004  
 
Phone Number: 08 94252000 

Prescribed Body Corporate Tjurabalan Native Title Land 
Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: PO Box 280, 
Halls Creek WA 6770  
 
Phone Number: 0891688988 

Prescribed Body Corporate Wanjina-Wunggurr (Native Title) 
Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: PO Box 821,  
Kununurra WA 6743  
 
Phone Number: 0891682298 

Prescribed Body Corporate Wanparta Aboriginal Corporation  Contact Officer: Colin McKellar  
Postal Address: 3 Brand Street, 
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 South Hedland WA 6722 
 
Phone Number: 0891725433 

Prescribed Body Corporate Western Desert Land Aboriginal 
Corporation: Jamukurnu-Yapalikunu 

 

Postal Address: The Secretary, 
WDLAC, 4 Clive St, West Perth 
WA 6005  
 
Phone Number: 0894869797 

Prescribed Body Corporate Wintawari Gurama Aboriginal 
Corporation  

 

Postal Address: 8/18 Hedland 
Avenue,  
Karratha WA 6714  
 
Phone Number: 08 24757467 

Prescribed Body Corporate Wyamba Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: 12 Pincombe 
Street,  
Carnarvon WA 6701  
 
Phone Number: 08 99413267 

Prescribed Body Corporate 
 

Yanunijarra Aboriginal Corporation 

 

Postal Address: PO Box 2145, 
Broome WA 6725 
 
Phone number: 08 9194 0100 

Prescribed Body Corporate Yarnangu Ngaanyatjarraku Parna 
Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: PO Box 644, 
Alice Springs NT 0872 
 
Phone Number: 08 89501711 

Prescribed Body Corporate Yawuru Native Title Holders 
Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Postal Address: 6A Coghlan 
Street, Broome WA 6725  
 
Phone Number: 08 91925155 

Prescribed Body Corporate  
 
 

Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation Postal Address: PO Box 111, 
Roebourne, WA 6718 
 
Phone Number: 08 9182 1497 

Prescribed Body Corporate Yungngora Aboriginal Corporation 

 

Postal Address: PO Box 601,       
Applecross WA 6953  
 
Phone Number: 0418912952   

Organisation Type Name Contact Details 
 

Native Title Representative 
Bodies 

Central Desert Native Title Services Postal Address: 76 Wittenoom 
Street, East Perth WA 6004 
 
Phone Number: 08 9425 2000 

Native Title Representative 
Bodies 

Goldfields Land and Sea Council 
Aboriginal Corporation 

Postal Address: PO Box 10006 
Kalgoorlie, WA 6433 
 
Phone Number: 08 9091 1661 

Native Title Representative Kimberley Land Council Postal Address: PO Box 2145, 
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Bodies Broome WA 6725 
 
Phone Number: 08 9193 6199 

Native Title Representative 
Bodies 

South West Aboriginal Land and Sea 
Council Aboriginal Corporation 

Postal Address: PO Box 585 
Cannington WA 6987 
 
Phone Number: 08 9358 7400 

Native Title Representative 
Bodies 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Postal Address: PO Box 3072 Hay 
St, East Perth WA 6892 
 
Phone Number: 08 9268 7000 
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Appendix 4 – Contact Details – Government Agencies with heritage and land management 
responsibilities 
The following contact details are subject to change.  

Agency Contact Details 
 

Department of Aboriginal Affairs Postal Address: PO Box 3153, 
East Perth, Western Australia 6892 
 
Phone number: 1300 651 077 

Department of Housing Postal Address: 99 Plain Street, East Perth, 6004  
 
Phone number: 1800 093 325 

Department of Lands 
 
 

Postal Address: PO Box 1143, West Perth WA 
6872  
 
Phone number: 61 8 6552 4400 

Department of Regional Development  Postal Address: PO Box 1143, West Perth WA 
6872 
 
Phone number: 08 6552 1800 

Department of Mines and Petroleum Postal Address: 100 Plain Street, 
East Perth, Western Australia 6004 
 
Phone number:08 9222 3333 

Department of Parks and Wildlife 
 
 

Postal Address: 17 Dick Perry Avenue 
Technology Park, Western Precinct 
Kensington WA 6151 
 
Phone number: 08 9219 9000 

Department of Planning Postal Address: Locked Bag 2506, 
Perth, Western Australia 6001 
 
Phone number:08 6551 9000 

Department of State Development Postal Address: Level 7, 1 Adelaide Tce, 
East Perth, Western Australia 6004 
 
Phone number:08 9222 0555 

Department of Water Postal Address: PO Box K822, 
Perth, Western Australia 6842 
 
Phone number:08 6364 7600 

Land, Approvals and Native Title Unit (Department of 
the Premier and Cabinet) 

Postal Address: Locked Bag 3001, West Perth, 
Western Australia 6872 
 
Phone number: 08 26552 5333 

Main Roads  Postal Address: PO Box 6202, 
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East Perth, Western Australia 6892 
 
Phone number:138 138 

Water Corporation Postal Address: PO Box 100, 
Leederville, Western Australia 6902 
 
Phone number:08 9423 7777 

Western Power Postal Address: GPO Box L921 
Perth, Western Australia 6842 
 
Phone number:131087 
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