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1. Background 

APA Northern Goldfields Interconnect Pty Ltd (APA) are planning for a new pipeline within the Mid-West and 
Goldfields regions of Western Australia, the Northern Goldfields Interconnect (NGI) pipeline.  The proposed 
pipeline is approximately 580 km long, commencing at Ambania, approximately 50 km east of Geraldton, 
connecting into the existing Goldfields Gas Pipeline approximately 40 km south of Leinster (Figure1). 

Following completion of one phase of flora and vegetation assessments of the main corridor, a number 
access points were added to the project area to accommodate the refinement of specific locations of access 
roads and other infrastructure.  Most of these access points were able to be confidently extrapolated and 
the delivered report was revised to incorporate mapping for these.  However, four access points appeared 
to traverse vegetation of types and/or condition that could not be accurately extrapolated and were reported 
as “unmappable”.  These four previously “unmappable” access points are shown in Figure 1. 

2. Scope of Work 

The scope of work was to carry out infill flora and vegetation assessments within the extents shown in Figure 
1 and report on the findings.  The assessments were scoped to address reconnaissance flora and vegetation 
surveys with targeted survey for relevant Threatened and Priority flora in accordance with relevant EPA (2016a) 
guidance.  Results were to be reported in a brief memo-style report (this document) to be appended as a 
supplementary report to the existing completed assessment report (FVC 2020).  Accordingly, this report should 
be read in conjunction with that report; Northern Goldfields Interconnect Pipeline Project, Detailed Flora and 
Vegetation Assessment, unpublished report, prepared for APA Northern Goldfields Interconnect Pty Ltd, 
December 2020 (FVC 2020). 



Figure 1 - Study Area
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3. Methodology 

The survey complied with the requirements for biological assessments for Environmental Impact 
Assessments in Western Australia, as detailed in the following current EPA guidelines: 

 Technical Guidance – Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental Impact Assessment (EPA 
2016a) 

 Environmental Factor Guideline (EPA 2016b) – Flora and Vegetation. 

A single-phase, reconnaissance flora and vegetation assessment, with targeted surveys for Threatened and 
Priority flora was carried out between 17-19 February 2021, by Senior Ecologist, Peter Smith and 
Botanist/Ecologist, Dan Roberts.  The field surveys focused on sampling relevés to define the vegetation 
types, spatial mapping of vegetation types and condition and targeted survey traverses. 

Subsequent to the field survey, flora identifications, data processing, mapping and reporting was then 
carried out by the field team and other experienced personnel from the FVC team. 

One of the access points to be surveyed that adjoins the main corridor at KP 545, was not able to be 
accessed at the time of the field survey due to track conditions following heavy rainfall.  Therefore, this 
access point was mapped at a desktop level by Principal Ecologist, Kellie Bauer-Simpson, in reference to a 
series of georeferenced photos taken by APA ten days later, on 27 February 2021.  This desktop mapping 
exercise confirmed that the entire access point aligns with the adjacent mapped vegetation type and areas 
appearing different in aerial imagery are due to degradation caused by cattle. 

4. Results  

Vegetation Units 

Within the four access points surveyed, three different vegetation units were mapped, with two of the 
access points mapped as the same vegetation units.  All except one of the vegetation units mapped are 
representative of units previously mapped as part of previous studies, and these also correspond with 
adjacent previous mapping within the main corridor.  One of the mapped vegetation units, AaMhS 
represents a newly described vegetation unit, not previously defined or mapped as part of previous studies.  
This vegetation unit appears to be regrowth following disturbance and may have resulted from some 
passive rehabilitation (ripping).  This vegetation is considered to be a modified variation of shrublands that 
are well-represented in the local context and is not considered to be of any significance due to being a 
threatened or priority ecological community, representative of a poorly represented pre-European 
vegetation type or for any other reason. 

The vegetation units mapped within the surveyed access points are described in Table 1 and their spatial 
extent is presented in Figure 2. 

Table 1 – Vegetation Units Mapped within Surveyed Access Points 

Access Point 
Approximate 

KP 

Vegetation 
Unit Vegetation Description 

Area Mapped 
within Main 
Corridor (ha) 

KP 84 AspTS 

Acacia caesaneura, Acacia tetragonophylla and Acacia aptaneura Tall 
Shrubland over Senna artemisioides subsp. filifolia, Aluta aspera subsp. 
hesperia, Eremophila fraseri subsp. fraseri Sparse Shrubland over Ptilotus 
obovatus and Maireana triptera Low Sparse Shrubland. 

1,237.69 

KP 90 AaMhS 
(new unit) 

Acacia acuminata, Melaleuca hamata and Acacia ?caesaneura x incurvaneura 
Shrubland 0 

KP 95 AspTS As described above 1,237.69 

KP 545 AcTOS 

Acacia caesaneura, Acacia tetragonophylla, Acacia craspedocarpa, Acacia 
incurvaneura Tall Shrubland over Eremophila forrestii, Eremophila latrobei 
and Aluta aspera subsp. hesperia Low Sparse Shrubland over Eragrostis 
eriopoda Low Open Grassland. 

5,324.16 



Figure 2a - Vegetation Units
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Figure 2b - Vegetation Units
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Figure 2c - Vegetation Units
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Figure 2d - Vegetation Units
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Vegetation Condition 

The condition of the vegetation within the surveyed access points ranges from ‘Completely Degraded’ to 
‘Good'.  The ‘Completely Degraded’ areas are represented within existing cleared tracks. 

The Access points located adjacent to KPs 84, 90 and 95 have historically been utilised as borrow pits and 
some of the vegetation is regrowth, which is in poorer condition than surrounding undisturbed vegetation 
and was observed to support less understorey and lower floral species diversity.   

The vegetation condition within the access point adjacent to KP 545 progressively declines from south to 
north, where at the northern terminus, cattle congregate for drinking water and potentially also feed at 
certain times of the year.  Degradation in this location was observed to be a result of cattle trampling, 
grazing and rubbing on vegetation. 

The varying vegetation condition within the surveyed access points is summarised in Table 2 and presented 
in Figure 3. 

Table 2 – Vegetation Condition of the Surveyed Access Points 

Vegetation Condition  Area (ha) 
% of Surveyed 
Access Points 

Good 1.8176 10.3500 

Degraded 1.5594 8.8797 

Degraded - Completely Degraded 8.8959 50.6560 

Completely Degraded 5.2885 30.1143 

Total 17.5614 100 

 

Threatened and Priority Flora 

No Threatened or Priority flora were recorded.   

The occurrence of Eremophila latrobei subsp. filiformis within the study area, within vegetation unit AspTS 
is representative of a range extension.  The nearest known population of this species is near Wiluna, several 
hundred kilometres to the east.  It is expected that this occurrence may be a result of seed movement on 
equipment used in the rehabilitation (ground ripping) process.  This species is not of any conservation 
significance.   

  



Figure 3a - Vegetation Condition
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Figure 3b - Vegetation Condition
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Figure 3c - Vegetation Condition
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Figure 3d - Vegetation Condition
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5. Closing 

Should you require further information or clarification regarding the information provided in this report, 
please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Best regards, 

Kellie Bauer-Simpson 
Principal Ecologist/Environmental Manager 
Focused Vision Consulting Pty Ltd 
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