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INVITATION 

The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) invites people to make submissions on this proposal 

The Consultative Environmental Review (CER) for the proposed Direct Reduced Iron Project has been prepared 
in accordance with Western Australian Government procedures. The report will be available for public 
comment for five weeks from Monday 12 December 1994. 

Comments from government agencies and from the public will assist the EPA to prepare an assessment report in 
which it will make recommendations to Government. 

Following receipt of comments from government agencies and the public, the EPA will discuss the issues raised 
with the proponent and may ask for further information. The EPA will then prepare its assessment report with 
recommendations to government, taking into account the issues raised by the public submissions. 

Why write a submission? 

A submission is a way to provide information, express your opinion and put forward your suggested course of 
action including any alternative approach. It is useful if you indicate any suggestions you have to improve the 
proposal. All submissions received will be acknowledged. 

Developing a submission 

You may agree or disagree with, or comment on, the general issues discussed in the CER or with specific 
proposals. It helps if you give reasons for your conclusions, supported by relevant data. You may make an 
important contribution by suggesting ways to make the proposal more environmentally acceptable. 

When making comments on specific proposals in the CER 

Clearly state your point of view; 

Indicate the source of your information or argument if this is applicable; and 

Suggest recommendations, safeguards or alternatives. 

Points to keep in mind 

By keeping the following points in mind, you will make it easier for your submission to be analysed. 

Attempt to list points so that the issues raised are clear. A summary of your submission is helpful. Refer each 
point to the appropriate section, chapter or recommendation in the CER. If you discuss sections of the CER, keep 
them distinct and separate, so there is no confusion as to which section you are discussing. 

Attach any factual information you wish to provide and give details of its source. 

Make sure that your information is accurate. Please indicate whether your submission can be quoted, in full or 
in part, by the EPA in its assessment report. 

Remember to include: 

LBP!FY 
DEPARTMENT OF VIRNM: 

/VESi1/kL$A SQu}F 
141 ST. GEORGESTERRACEl, I'LMir 

Your name; 
Your address; and 
The date of your submission. 

The Closing Date for Submission is: Monday 16 January 1995 

Submissions should be addressed to: 

The Qiairman 

I 	

Environmental Protection Authority 
9th Floor "Westralia Square' 
141 St George's Terrace 
PERTH WA 6000 

I
Attention: Ms Xuan Nguyen 

BHPE.P,821 3O O/PEO1626 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

THE PROPOSAL 

BHP Direct Reduced Iron Pty Ltd (BHP DRI) proposes to build and 
operate a nominal 2 Mtpa (max. 3 Mtpa) Hot Briquetted Iron (HBI) 
plant approximately 7.5 km south-west of Port Hedland. The project 
will add value to iron ore mined by BHP Iron Ore and diversify and 
improve the economic viability of mining and processing of raw 
materials for export overseas. 	- 

The major elements of the project are: 

• modification to the existing Finucane Island infrastructure 
including stockpiles, shiploader and wharf; 

an overland conveyor with a single continuous belt having the 
dual function of transporting iron ore from the new Finucane 
Island stockpiles to the HBI plant (7 km) on the lower strand and 
returning briquettes to Finucane Island on the upper strand; 

a HBI plant producing briquettes through the reduction of iron 
ore to metallic iron using natural gas; 

a concentrator, located adjacent to the HBI plant, to beneficiate 
(improve) the iron ore fines prior to use in the direct reduction 
process; 

a natural gas pipeline and power transmission line running 
between the Pilbara Energy Pty Ltd power station and the HBI 
plant, a distance of 5 km; and 

a seawater intake and distribution system. Seawater, for use in the 
cooling water system, will be pumped to the HBI plant through a 
pipeline running adjacent to the conveyor. A parallel pipe will 
return used cooling water to the ocean. 

The cost of the project will be in excess of $750 M. 

Construction of the project is scheduled to start in mid 1995 with 
commissioning scheduled for early 1997. 

BHP DRI propose to negotiate an agreement with the Western 
Australian Government, to be ratified by Parliament, which will 
cover the development and operation of this project. 












































































































































































































































































































































