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1. INTRODUCTION 
Humfrey Land Developments (HLD) is applying to be granted a Tourism Licence by the Minister 
for Fisheries to construct and operate a tourist resort on Long Island in the Houtman Abrolhos 
Islands (Abrolhos Islands).  The proposed resort is being assessed by the Western Australian 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) at the level of Public Environmental Review (PER).  
This Vermin/Pest Management Plan (VPMP) represents the commitments made by HLD in 
relation to vermin and pest fauna species control. 
 
There are a number of records of pest and vermin fauna species occurring throughout the 
Abrolhos Islands.  The Department of Fisheries (2003) reports that feral cats (Felis catus) and 
black rats (Rattus rattus) have historically been present on Rat Island.  Black rats were also 
introduced to Pigeon Island, but are now absent (Abbott and Burbidge, 1995) and house mice 
(Mus musculus) are living on Rat Island and North Island with periodic occurrences on other 
islands (Abbott and Burbidge, 1995).  Rabbits have previously been recorded on Leo Island, 
Wooded Island, Middle Island and Pelsaert Island but are now not present.  There are 
currently no pest or vermin fauna species present on Long Island itself. 
 
This VPMP applies to all phases of the resort including construction, operation and 
decommissioning.  This VPMP also includes those aspects that occur off island such as the pre-
preparation of food at the Broadwater Resort in Geraldton.  The VPMP focuses on strategies to 
control and minimise the risk of introducing pest and vermin species to Long Island and ensuring 
eradication occurs if vermin are detected on Long Island. 
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2. OBJECTIVES 
The objective of the VPMP is to describe the key strategies to be adopted by HLD, the 
construction contractor and the resort operator to manage the project in accordance with the 
commitments set forth in the Long Island Tourist Development PER (MBS Environmental 
2006 (in prep)) and statutory environmental requirements pertaining to pest and vermin 
management. 
 
In order to manage and mitigate the impacts of pest and vermin species on both guests to the 
resort and the environment of Long Island the objectives of this pest and vermin management 
plan are to: 

• General 

• Prevent the introduction of pest and vermin fauna to Long Island. 

• Minimise problems through early detection and quick action against vermin and 
pest species. 

• Identify native species that may become pest species and implement management 
actions to reduce this risk. 

 

• Specific 

• Implement practices and procedures to control and minimise the introduction or 
spread of vermin and pest species. 

• Identify target vermin and pest species and monitor for occurrences. 

• Undertake targeted baiting and/or eradication programmes as required. 

• Identify areas where native species may become a nuisance and implement 
deterrent or exclusion measures. 

• Educate employees and contractors on the importance of maintaining hygiene and 
eradication methods to prevent the occurrence and persistence of pest and vermin 
species. 
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3. IDENTIFICATION OF PEST AND VERMIN SPECIES 
There are currently no known populations of pest or vermin fauna species on Long Island.  
There are several fauna species that are considered pests or vermin and have the potential to 
be introduced to Long Island through the construction and operation of the resort.  These 
species include: 

• Black rat (Rattus rattus). 

• House mouse (Mus musculus). 

• Cockroach (German, American and Australian species). 

• Silverfish. 

• Weevil and Pantry Moth. 

• Ants (Argentine Ant Linepithema humile and Coastal Brown Ant Pheidole 
megacephala). 

 
 
There is also the potential for native species, particularly birds, inhabiting Long Island and its 
surrounds to become a nuisance.  Reasons for this include but are not limited to: 

• Presence of additional permanent or semi-permanent food sources can attract bird and 
other fauna species.  These food sources include bins and outside dining areas. 

• Presence of sources of freshwater such as tanks or leaks from pipes. 

• Feeding of fauna species by guests and day visitors.  This can lead to fauna becoming 
accustomed to being fed and may result in aggressive behaviour towards resort guests in 
order to elicit food. 

• The raised buildings and boardwalks act as additional sources of shelter for nesting bird 
species.  These species may become a nuisance due to the noise they make during night 
and/or early morning hours. 

The species considered most likely to become a pest on Long Island is the Silver Gull (Larus 
novaehollandiae). 
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4. ACHIEVING VERMIN AND PEST MANAGEMENT 
Humfrey Land Developments is committed to implementing strategies to control and 
minimise the risk of introducing pest and vermin species to Long Island.  In order to achieve 
this, the following procedures will be implemented: 

• During Construction: 

• All construction personnel working on Long Island will be required to undergo a 
full Site Induction Programme including the importance of vermin prevention 
(particularly rats and mice), hygiene and recording vermin sightings.  
Construction personnel will be required to check all materials, vehicles, 
machinery, tools and boats used during the construction phase for vermin presence 
and complete the relevant checklist prior to leaving Geraldton. 

• If vermin are sighted during the construction phase, identify target fauna as 
vermin and follow the procedure for immediate removal as outlined in Table 1.  
The cause of vermin occurrence will be investigated and corrective actions to 
prevent reoccurrence will be implemented. 

• A vermin inspection of the whole facility will be conducted post construction, 
prior to the full operation of the resort.  Any vermin or pest species found shall be 
eradicated. 

• At the Broadwater Geraldton Facility: 

• All supplies stored at the Broadwater Geraldton facility will be quarantined.  All 
goods will be examined for the evidence of vermin/pests.  Flour trays will be used 
as indicators for rodent activity, together with the use of lightweight collapsible 
Elliot traps baited with a mixture of oats, peanut paste and honey (or similar).  
Spraying for insect pests will be conducted in the Broadwater quarantine facility.  
Staff will conduct visual inspections, looking for droppings or nesting materials. 

• The storage rooms at the Broadwater Geraldton facility will be treated by pest 
eradication professionals periodically.  This will also apply to the areas where 
food will be partially prepared for sending to the island. 

• Staff will be required to check for evidence of vermin when removing excess 
packaging from items destined for Long Island. 

• At the Long Island Resort: 

• Kitchen staff will conduct regular visual inspections of the kitchen and 
maintenance staff will regularly inspect grease trap, sewage treatment areas and 
waste disposal areas for vermin. 

• Flour trays will be deployed in the kitchen and dry stores area.  These will be 
checked twice each day for signs such as footprints or droppings that could be 
evidence of vermin/pest presence.  A series of baited traps will also be set in these 
areas as a precaution.  No baits or traps will be placed in areas where they could 
be inadvertently eaten by native fauna.  Regular clearing of traps by staff will 
reduce the risk of death or injury to native fauna.   

• Guests and staff will be requested to tie tops of garbage bags once food has been 
put inside bags.  All wastes will be removed daily from guest and staff quarters. 
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• Transportation of supplies: 

• All boat owners/skippers delivering supplies will be required to periodically 
complete thorough checks of their vessels and supply a written guarantee that their 
vessel is free of vermin/pests.  This will include the need for vessel owners to 
conduct periodic trapping, baiting and spraying and visual inspections for signs of 
vermin on a regular basis. 

• During decommissioning: 

• All decommissioning personnel working on Long Island will be required to 
undergo a full Site Induction Programme including the importance of vermin 
prevention (particularly rats and mice), hygiene and recording vermin sightings.  
Personnel will be required to check all materials, vehicles, machinery, tools and 
boats used during the decommissioning phase for vermin presence and complete 
the relevant checklist prior to leaving the mainland. 

• A vermin inspection of the whole facility will be conducted post 
decommissioning.  Any vermin or pest species found shall be eradicated. 

 
Table 1 outlines the steps to be taken to achieve vermin/pest management objectives. 
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Table 1: Vermin Management Procedure 

Step Description Responsibility 

1. Implement the Environmental Induction for all personnel (inc. 
construction and decommissioning) and guests, which will include 
vermin impacts and how to avoid and report potential introduction of 
vermin to the island.  The specific inductions are: 
• Construction Environmental Induction. 
• Resort Staff Environmental Induction. 
• Guest and Daytripper Induction. 
• Decommissioning Environmental Induction. 

Construction 
Supervisor 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
Supervisor 

2. Ensure all suppliers and boat skippers of supply boats have carried out 
vermin inspections and provided a completed checklist guaranteeing 
vermin free delivery. 

Construction 
Supervisor 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
Supervisor 

3. Ensure that, prior to leaving Geraldton, all personnel check all materials, 
vehicles, machinery, tools and boats for vermin presence (setting of flour 
trays and baited traps for rodents, conducting visual inspections, looking 
for droppings or nesting materials) and complete the relevant checklist. 

Construction 
Manger 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
Supervisor 

4. Suppliers bringing in materials will inspect and sign-off on their supplies 
being free of vermin at time of delivery. 

Supplier 

5. All boat owners/skippers of supply vessels will periodically complete 
thorough checks of their vessels and supply a written guarantee that their 
vessel is free of vermin/pests.  This will include the need for vessel 
owners to conduct periodic trapping and visual inspections for signs of 
vermin on a regular basis. 

Boat 
Owner/Skipper 

6. If vermin are sighted, report sighting to the Construction 
Supervisor/Resort Manager/Decommissioning Supervisor. 

All Personnel 

7. If vermin are sighted on the island, identify vermin species. Seek 
appropriate advice on environmentally sensitive pest control methods and 
follow recommended procedure for immediate removal.  Investigate the 
cause of vermin occurrence and implement corrective actions to prevent 
reoccurrence. 

Construction 
Supervisor 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
Supervisor 

8. If vermin are identified in supply areas on the mainland engage an 
appropriately licensed pest control professionals to eradicate the 
vermin/pest.  If vermin are identified on the island seek appropriate 
advice on environmentally sensitive pest control methods prior to vermin 
removal. 

Construction 
Supervisor 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
Supervisor 
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5. MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 
As the lease holder for the Long Island Tourist Development, HLD has a responsibility to 
monitor for and eradicate vermin/pest fauna species.  HLD will monitor the resort area of Long 
Island according to the procedures set out in Table 2 below.  Particular emphasis will be placed 
on areas known to be preferred by vermin species.  In order to facilitate accurate record keeping 
and ease of access a ‘Vermin/Pest Register’ shall be set up and maintained.  During construction 
and decommissioning, a register shall also be maintained. 
 

Table 2: Vermin/Pest Monitoring Requirements 

Step Description Responsibility 

1. Record all new vermin sightings/occurrences and identify 
cause. 
Record any reports from guests relating to vermin or pest 
fauna species including complaints regarding native 
fauna. 

Construction 
supervisor 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
supervisor 

2 Record inspections of risk areas such as storage rooms 
and food preparation areas both on Long Island and at the 
Geraldton facilities.  Records should include the date and 
time of the inspection, the areas inspected and the name of 
the inspector and/or company used. 

Construction 
supervisor 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
supervisor 

3. When vermin eradication occurs, record the method of 
eradication ensuring details such as area treated, tools or 
machinery used, or chemical and concentration are 
included.   

Construction 
supervisor 
Resort Manager 
Decommissioning 
supervisor 
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6. NATIVE FAUNA SPECIES 
There is potential for native fauna species to become ‘pests’ and cause a threat to other 
native fauna species as well as a nuisance to resort staff, guests and daytrippers.   
 
Uncontrolled, or unmonitored, Silver Gulls are able to quickly adapt to new feeding and 
breeding opportunities.  They are well known for feeding on refuse.  Issues that may 
potentially lead to an increase in Silver Gull numbers are; 

• Availability of food scraps, restaurant meals, feeding 
• Increased availability of freshwater through leaking pipes or storage tanks 
• Availability of unsecured fishing bait or fish carcasses 

 
Silver Gulls are dependent upon fresh water, being less efficient at extracting salt from 
saltwater as other seabird species.  An increase in gull numbers has undesirable impacts 
for both native wildlife and visitors.  Impacts upon native wildlife include increased 
predation of seabird eggs and young, increased likelihood of losing food for chicks and 
competition for nesting areas under sparse shrubs with Bridled Terns.  Impacts upon 
clientele include harassment along boardwalks, risk of disease and interruption to alfresco 
meals. 
 
Management and Mitigation Measures 

• All fresh water plumbing and storage facilities will be sealed and regularly 
checked for leaks. 

• All organic waste, including food scraps and fish frames will be disposed of in 
sealed containers and returned to the mainland for disposal. 

• Tables in the outside areas adjacent to the restaurant will be kept free from 
unattended meals. 

• Guests will be encouraged, through induction, not to feed wildlife, or to leave food 
unattended at the restaurant or in their rooms. 

• Staff will be made aware of the presence of Silver Gulls, and their ability to take 
advantage of food scraps and other feeding opportunities.   

• Silver Gull numbers will be monitored regularly as part of the long-term 
monitoring program on Long Island and adjacent islands.  It is planned to plot all 
existing gull nests prior to the commencement of construction. 
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