
























































Attachment 2 to Ministerial Statement 723 
 

Change to Proposal 
 
Proposal: Coburn Mineral Sand Project, 84 km Southeast of Denham, Shire of Shark 

Bay 
 
Proponent: Gunson Resources Limited 
 
 
Change: Change to project life and location of disturbance footprint 
 
Key Characteristics Table: 

Element Description of proposal Description of approved 
change to proposal 

Project Life  Approximately 12 years. Not more than 18 years. 
Number of Pits Nine pits. Removed as not 

environmentally relevant 
Rate of Mining Approximately 2,300 tph for the first two 

years, increasing to 4,600 tph in Year 3 (~15 
million tpa for Years 1 and 2, and 30 million 
tpa for Years 3 to 12. 

Approximately 2,300 tph for the 
first two years.  Approximately 
4,600 tph from Year 3 (~18 
million tpa for Years 1 and 2, 
and not more than 36 million 
tpa from Year 3). 

Mining Method Bulldozers. Removed as not 
environmentally relevant 

Disturbance 
Footprint 

Approximately 3,695 hectares. Not more than 3,695 hectares. 

Rate of 
Processing 

Approximately 2,200 tph for the first two 
years increasing to 4,400 tph in Year 3 
(~140,000 tpa of Heavy Mineral Concentrate 
from Year 1 increasing to 280,000 tpa from 
Year 3). 

Approximately 2,200 tph for the 
first two years.  Approximately 
4,400 tph from Year 3 (~145,000 
tpa of Heavy Mineral Concentrate 
from Year 1, and not more than 
300,000 tpa from Year 3). 

Estimated Volume 
of Tailings 

2,180 tph for each 2,200 tph concentrator Approximately 4,360 tph from 
Year 3. 

Volume of 
Process Water 

Up to 18 GL/annum at full production Up to 18 GL/annum from Year 3. 

Total Volume of 
Refined Product 

Ilmenite – 1,400 kt 
HiTi – 380 kt 
Zircon – 660 kt 

Removed as not 
environmentally relevant 

Access Road Access Road connects the Project Area and 
the North West Coast Highway midway along 
the Project Area.  The new location is 
approximately 9 km north of the original 
location. 
 

Removed as location is already 
included in the ‘Disturbance 
Footprint’. 

Accommodation 
Camp Location 

Near the Access Road midway along the 
Project Area.  The new location is 
approximately 10 km north-west of the 
original location. 
 

Removed as location is already 
included in the ‘Disturbance 
Footprint’. 



Power Plant 
Location 

Fixed power plant located adjacent to the 
Access Road (See Figure 2 of Attachment 1) 

Removed as location is already 
included in ‘Disturbance 
Footprint’. 

Borrow Pits Located along the Access Road route for the 
construction activities 

Removed as location is already 
included in the ‘Disturbance 
Footprint’. 

 
Abbreviations: 
tph – tonnes per hour 
tpa – tonnes per annum 
GL/annum – gigalitres per annum 
 

 
List of Figures:  
• Figure 2 – Revised proposal area disturbance footprint (URS 2011, Job No 42907635) 
 
Note 1: The “proposal area” is defined as all areas where disturbance will occur through 
the mining of pits, placement of infrastructure, borrow pits, haul roads, access road, 
accommodation camp, power plant and other facilities. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Dr Chris Whitaker 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
Approval date: 21 September 2011 
  



 
 



Attachment 3 to Ministerial Statement 723 

Change to proposal under section 45C of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986 

This attachment replaces Schedule 1 and all previous attachments in Ministerial 
Statement 723 

 
Proposal: Coburn Mineral Sand Project 
 
Proponent: Gunson Resources Limited 
 

 
The Proposal (Assessment No.1491)  
 
Development of the Coburn Mineral Sand Project, 84 kilometres Southeast of Denham 

in the Shire of Shark Bay. This involves the excavation and processing of a low-grade 

heavy mineral sand deposit which will be trucked 250 kilometres south to Geraldton for 

direct export. 

 

 
Changes: 

To remove time restrictions on the: 

 “Rate of Mining”, and the “Rate of Processing”; and 

 “Estimated Volume of Tailings”. 

Key Characteristics Table: 

Element Description of proposal 
Description of approved change to 

proposal 

Project Life Not more than 18 years. Not more than 18 years. 

Rate of Mining Approximately 2,300 tph for the 
first two years. Approximately 
4,600 tph from year 3 (~18 million 
tpa for Years 1 and 2, and not 
more than 36 million tpa from 
year 3). 

Approximately 4,600 tph (not 

more than 36 million tpa). 

Disturbance 
Footprint 

Not more than 3,695 hectares. Not more than 3,695 hectares. 

Rate of 
Processing 

Approximately 2,200 tph for the 
first two years. Approximately 
4,400 tph form year 3 (~145,000 
tpa of Heavy Mineral Concentrate 
from Year 1, and not more than 
300,000 tpa from Year 3). 

Approximately 4,400 tph (not 
more than 300,000 tpa of Heavy 
Mineral Concentrate). 



Element Description of proposal 
Description of approved change to 

proposal 

Estimated 
Volume of 
Tailings 

Approximately 4,360 tph from 

Year 3. 

Approximately 4,360 tph. 

Volume of 
Process Water 

Up to 18 GL/annum from Year 3. Up to 18 GL/annum from Year 3. 

 

Note: Text in bold in the Key Characteristic Table, indicates change/s to the Proposal. 

 

List of Figures: Figures 1 to 4 replace all Figures in Schedule 1. 

 

Figures (attached)  

Figure 1 – Regional location of Coburn Project 

Figure 2 – Coburn Mineral Sand Project Mine Layout and Disturbance Footprint 

Figure 3 – Location of Vegetation Communities S5 and S10 within the Project Area 

Figure 4 – Proposed conservation offset area 

 

Approved 10 April 2014 

 

Dr Paul Vogel 
CHAIRMAN 
Environmental Protection Authority 
Under delegated authority 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 1: Regional location of Coburn Project 



 

 

Figure 2: Coburn Mineral Sand Project Mine Layout and Disturbance Footprint 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 3: Location of Vegetation Communities S5 and S10 within the Project Area 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 4: Proposed conservation offset area 



 



Attachment 4 to Ministerial Statement 723 
 

Change to proposal approved under section 45C of the  
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 
 
This Attachment replaces Schedule 1 and Attachments 1, 2 and 3 of Ministerial 
Statement 723 
 

Proposal: Coburn Mineral Sand Project 
Proponent: Strandline Resources Limited 
 

Changes:  

Modification of the: 
• disturbance footprint  
• pit design 
• mining schedule 
• infrastructure relocations to align with the optimised pits  
• access track realignments 
• project life  

 
Table 1: Summary of the Proposal 
Proposal Title Coburn Mineral Sand Project 
Short Description Development of the Coburn Mineral Sand Project, 84 

kilometres Southeast of Denham in the Shire of Shark Bay. 
This involves the excavation and processing of a low-grade 
heavy mineral sand deposit which will be trucked 250 
kilometres south to Geraldton for direct export. 
 

 
Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements 

Element Location Previously Authorised 
Extent 

Authorised Extent 

Project Life N/A Not more than 18 years. Not more than 23 years. 
 

Rate of Mining N/A Approximately 4,600 tph 
(not more than 36 million 
tpa). 

Approximately 4,600 tph 
(not more than 36 million 
tpa). 

Disturbance 
Footprint 

Figure 2 Not more than 3,695 
hectares. 

Not more than 3,585.5 
hectares. 

Rate of 
Processing 

N/A Approximately 4,400 tph 
(not more than 300,000 tpa 
of Heavy Mineral 
Concentrate). 

Approximately 4,400 tph 
(not more than 300,000 
tpa of Heavy Mineral 
Concentrate). 



Element Location Previously Authorised 
Extent 

Authorised Extent 

Estimated 
Volume of 
Tailings 

N/A Approximately 4,360 tph. Approximately 4,360 tph. 

Volume of 
Process Water 

N/A Up to 18 GL/annum from 
Year 3. 

Up to 18 GL/annum from 
Year 3. 

 
Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates a change to the proposal. 
 
Table 3: Abbreviations 
Abbreviation Term 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
GL gigalitre 
ha hectare 
km kilometre 
tph tonnes per hour 
N/A not applicable 

 
Figures (attached) 
Figure 1: Regional location of Coburn Mineral Sand Project 
Figure 2: Coburn Mineral Sand Project Mine Layout and Disturbance Footprint 
Figure 3: Location of Vegetation Communities S5 and S10 within the Project Area 
Figure 4: Proposed conservation offset area 
 
Table 4: Development Envelope Coordinates  
Coordinates defining the Coburn Mineral Sand Project Disturbance Footprint are held 
by the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, document reference 
number DWERDT310141. 
 
 
 
 
 
[Signed 23 September 2020] 
 
 
Dr Tom Hatton 
CHAIRMAN  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
  



 
Figure 1: Regional location of Coburn Mineral Sand Project 



 
Figure 2: Coburn Mineral Sand Project Mine Layout and Disturbance Footprint 



 
Figure 3: Location of Vegetation Communities S5 and S10 within the Project Area 

 



 
Figure 4: Proposed Conservation Offset Area 

 



 

 

Attachment 5 to Ministerial Statement 723 
 

Change to proposal approved under section 45C of the  
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 
 
This Attachment replaces Figure 2 and Table 4 of Attachment 4 of Ministerial 
Statement 723 
 

Proposal: Coburn Mineral Sands Project 
Proponent: Coburn Resources Pty Ltd 
 

Changes: 
• To construct an intersection between the access road and the North West 

Coastal Highway 
• Relocation of borrow pits along the access road 
• Realign the access road to remove a bend 
• To include a power and pipeline corridor to the Wet Concentrator Plant 

Table 1: Summary of the Proposal 
Proposal Title Coburn Mineral Sands Project 
Short Description The development of the Coburn Mineral Sand Project, 84 

kilometers south-east of Denham in the Shire of Shark Bay, 
including the excavation and processing of a low-grade 
heavy mineral sand deposit. 

 
Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements 

Element Location Previously Authorised 
Extent 

Authorised Extent 

Project Life  N/A  Not more than 23 years 
 

Not more than 23 years 

Rate of Mining  N/A Approximately 4,600 tph 
(not more than 36 million 
tpa). 
 

Approximately 4,600 tph 
(not more than 36 million 
tpa). 

Disturbance 
Footprint 

Figure 2 Not more than 3, 585.5 
hectares. 
 

Not more than 3,585.5 
hectares. 

Rate of 
Processing 

N/A Approximately 4,400 tph 
(not more than 300,000 tpa 
of Heavy Mineral 
Concentrate). 
 

Approximately 4,400 tph 
(not more than 300,000 
tpa of Heavy Mineral 
Concentrate). 

Estimated 
Volume of 
Tailings 

N/A 
 

Approximately 4,360 tph Approximately 4,360 tph. 

Volume of N/A Up to 18 GL/annum from Up to 18 GL/annum from 



 

 

Element Location Previously Authorised 
Extent 

Authorised Extent 

Water Process  Year 3. Year 3. 
 
Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates a change to the proposal. 
 
Table 3: Abbreviations 
Abbreviation Term 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
GL gigalitre 
ha hectare 
km kilometre 
tpa tonnes per annum 
tph tonnes per hour 

 
Figures (attached) 
Figure 2 Coburn Mineral Sand Project Mine Layout and Disturbance Footprint 
 
Table 4: Development Envelope Coordinates 

Co-ordinates defining the areas referred shown in Figure 2 are held by the Department 
of Water and Environmental Regulation under the following reference 
number DWERDT6705. 
 
Approved: 9 November 2021 
 
 
 
Professor Matthew Tonts 
CHAIR  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Figure 2 Changes to Coburn Mineral Sand Project Disturbance Footprint 
 



 

 

Attachment 6 to Ministerial Statement 723 
 

Amendment to proposal approved under section 45C of the  
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 
 
This Attachment replaces Schedule 1 and all previous Attachments of Ministerial 
Statement 723 
 

Proposal: Coburn Mineral Sand Project 
Proponent: Coburn Resources Pty Ltd 
 

Changes: 
• Realign the approved disturbance footprint of 3585.5 ha to include clearing for 

mine infrastructure and inclusion of a development envelope of 4,014 ha 
• Construct and operate an aerodrome with a disturbance footprint of 55.4 ha  

Table 1: Summary of the proposal 

Proposal title Coburn Mineral Sand Project  

Short description The development of the Coburn Mineral Sand Project, 84 
kilometres south-east of Denham in the Shire of Shark 
Bay, including the excavation and processing of a low-
grade heavy mineral sand deposit, as documented in 
schedule 1 of this statement. 

Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements 
Element Location Previously authorised 

extent 
Authorised extent 

Project Life N/A Not more than 23 years No more than 23 years 
Rate of Mining N/A Approximately 4,600 tph 

(not more than 36 million 
tpa). 

No more than 4,600 tph 
(no more than 36 million 
tpa). 

Disturbance 
Footprint 

Fig 2 No more than 3,585,5 ha No more than 3,585.5 ha 

Development 
Envelope 

Fig 2 N/A 4,014 ha 

Rate of 
Processing  

N/A Approximately 4,400 tph 
(not more than 300,000 
tpa of Heavy Mineral 
Concentrate) 

No more than 4,400 tph 
(no more than 300,000 tpa 
of Heavy Mineral 
Concentrate) 

Estimated 
Volume of 
Tailings 

N/A Approximately 4,360 tph No more than 4,360 tph 

Volume of 
Process Water 

N/A Up to 18 GL/annum from 
year 3 

No more than 18 
GL/annum from year 3 



 

 

 
Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates a change to the proposal. 
 
Table 3: Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Term 

CEO Chief Executive Officer 

GL gigalitre 

ha hectare 

km kilometre 

tpa tonnes per annum 

tph tonnes per hour 
 
Figures (attached) 
Figure 1: Regional location  
Figure 2: Development Envelope, proposed conservation offset area and Shark Bay 

World Heritage Property 
Figure 3: Location of vegetation communities S5 and S10 within the Project Area 
 
 
 
Development Envelope Coordinates  
Coordinates defining the development envelope and indicative footprint shown in 
Figure 2 are held by the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, 
Document Reference Number DWER-801164602-306704. 
 
 
 
Prof Matthew Tonts 
CHAIR 
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
Approval date: 26 October 2023 
  



 

 

 
 
Figure 1: Regional Location of Coburn Mineral Sand Project 
  



 

 

 
 
Figure 2: Development Envelope



 

 

 
Figure 3: Location of Vegetation Communities S5 and S10 within the Project Area 


	Statement 723
	Ministerial Statement 723
	Statement 723
	MS723 - Att4_s45C-23092020

	MS723-Att5_s45C-09112021

	Attachment 6 to Ministerial statement 723 - S45C amendment to proposal

