


































 
Attachment 1 to Ministerial Statement 476 

 
 

Change to proposal 
 

Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 
 
 

  



Attachment 1 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 

Change to Proposal 
 
 
Proposal: Mt Weld Rare Earths Project  
 
Proponent: Lynas Corporation Ltd 
 
 
Change: Change to Schedule 1, Key Proposal Characteristics Table: 

• Change to name of proponent 

sal.   

• Removal of secondary processing at Meenaar; increased rate of mining 
and processing, change in transport routes, and return of residues to Mt 
Weld for dispo

 
Key Characteristics Table: 
 
Element Description of proposal  

 
Description of approved 
change to proposal 

Life of project >15 years 20 years 
Size of ore body  1,200,000 tonnes 200,00 tonnes (mineable 

reserves of separated Rare 
Earth Oxide product) 

Area of disturbance 
(including access) 
 
 
Tailings Dam area 
 
 
 

Mine (Mt Weld) <250 ha 
Secondary plant (Meenaar) 
<100 hectares 

Mine (Mt Weld) <250 ha 
Secondary plant removed as 
no longer a requirement 
 
15.7 ha startup 
27.3 ha (by year 5) 
34.2 ha (Life of Mine) 

List of Major components 
• Pit 
• residue disposal  
• overburden stockpiles 
• infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
 

Refer plans, specifications, 
charts in Schedule 1 

Refer plans, specifications, 
charts in Schedule 1 
• Pit 
• Infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
• Beneficiation plant 
• Tailings Storage Facility 
• Evaporation Pond 
• Waste/low grade ore 

stockpiles 
Mt Weld processing 
• input maximum 
 
 
 

 
• 50,000 to 60,000 tpa of 

ore containing 5000 tpa 
of water 
 

 
119,000 tpa (Start-up) 
202,500 tpa (by year 5) 
 
 



• output maximum • 10,000 tpa of ore 
concentrate (12,000 tpa 
wet weight) 

31,000 tpa (Start-up) 
49,000 tpa (by year 5) 

Meenaar Secondary 
processing plant 
• input maximum 
 
 
 
• output maximum 

 
 
• 10,000 tpa of ore 

concentrate (12,000 tpa 
wet weight) 
 

• 5,000 tpa of rare earth 
products 

 
 
Removed as no longer a 
requirement 
 
 
Removed as no longer a 
requirement 

Solid waste materials 
• maximum residue 

returned to Mt Weld for 
disposal 

• Dry tailings 

 
• 20,000 tonnes per 

annum of rare earth and 
phosphorus residues.   

 
Removed as no longer a 
requirement 
 
• 88,000 tpa (Start-up) 
• 153,000 tpa (by year 5) 

Water supply 
• Mt Weld processing 

⇒ Source 
 

⇒ maximum annual 
requirement 
 

 
 

• Meenaar secondary 
processing plant 
⇒ Source 

 
 

⇒ maximum annual 
requirement 

 
 
 
• Dewatering 

 
• 400 megalitres over 12-

18 months 
 
 
 
 
• Goldfields and 

Agricultural Supply 
Scheme 
 

• 388 megalitres per 
annum 

 
 
 
• Dewatering 
 
• 140 megalitres/yr (Start-

up, Mt Weld aquifer) 
• 225 megalitres/yr (by year 

5, Mt Weld aquifer) 
 
 
Removed as no longer a 
requirement 
 
 
Removed as no longer a 
requirement 

Transport 
• Dangerous goods and 

feedstock materials 
(classified) 

• Chemicals (unclassified) 
 

 
 
 
 
• Rare earth products 

(maximum) 

 
• 1,000 trips per annum 

from Kwinana to 
Meenaar and 

• 15 trips per annum from 
Kwinana to Mt Weld 

 
• 500 trips per annum from 

Kwinana to Menaar 
 
• 250 trips per annum from 

Meenaar to Fremantle 
 

 
By road from Kwinana to Mt 
Weld (Start-up) and by rail 
from Kwinana to Kalgoorlie 
and then road to Mt Weld (by 
year 5) 
 
 
 
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Malcolm Siding, by rail 
Malcolm Siding to Fremantle 



 
 
• wet ore concentrate 

 
 
• residue 

 
 
• 600 trips per annum from 

Mt Weld to Meenaar 
 
 
• 750 trips per annum from 

Meenaar to Mt Weld 

(Start-up).   
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Malcolm Siding, and by rail 
to Fremantle (year 5) 
 
Removed as no longer a 
requirement 

Energy 
Meenaar secondary 
processing plant 
 
 
 
 
 
Mt Weld 
 

• 400 giga-joule per annum 
of energy form liquefied 
petroleum gas (8,000 
tonnes per annum) 

• 1 mega-watt of electricity 
(8 000 000 kilo-watt hour 
per annum 

 
 

Removed as no longer a 
requirement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 MW per year (Start-up) 
3 MW per year (by year 5) 

Carbon dioxide 
• output maximum 

 
• 13,940 tonnes per 

annum 

 
• 13 940 tonnes per annum 

Development stages 3 over a 5 to 10 year period 3 over a 5 to 10 year period 
 
Note: Text in bold in the Key Characteristics Table, indicates change/s to the proposal. 
 
 
Approved: 14 May 2003 

 



Attachment 2 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 
 

Section 45C change to proposal 
 

Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 
 

  



Attachment 2 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 

Change to Proposal 
 
 
Proposal: Mt Weld Rare Earths Project  
 
Proponent: Lynas Corporation Ltd 
 
 
Change: Change to transport route to allow transport of concentrate through Fremantle 

or Esperance.   
 
Key Characteristics Table: 
 
Element Description to proposal Description of approved 

change to proposal 
 

Life of project 20 years 20 years 
Size of ore body  200,00 tonnes (mineable 

reserves of separated Rare 
Earth Oxide product) 

200,00 tonnes (mineable 
reserves of separated Rare 
Earth Oxide product) 

Area of disturbance 
(including access) 
 
Tailings Dam area 
 
 
 

Mine (Mt Weld) <250 ha 
 
 
15.7 ha startup 
27.3 ha (by year 5) 
34.2 ha (Life of Mine) 

Mine (Mt Weld) <250 ha 
 
 
27.3 ha  
34.2 ha (Life of Mine) 
 

List of Major components 
• Pit 
• residue disposal  
• overburden stockpiles 
• infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
 

Refer plans, specifications, 
charts in Schedule 1 
• Pit 
• Infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
• Beneficiation plant 
• Tailings Storage Facility 
• Evaporation Pond 
• Waste/low grade ore 

stockpiles 

Refer plans, specifications, 
charts in Schedule 1 
• Pit 
• Infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
• Beneficiation plant 
• Tailings Storage Facility 
• Evaporation Pond 
• Waste/low grade ore 

stockpiles 
Mt Weld processing 
• input maximum 
 
 
• output maximum 

 
119,000 tpa (Start-up) 
202,500 tpa (by year 5) 
 
31,000 tpa (Start-up) 
49,000 tpa (by year 5) 

 
202,500 tpa  
 
 
49,000 tpa  

  



Solid waste materials 
• Dry tailings 

 
• 88,000 tpa (Start-up) 
• 153,000 tpa (by year 5) 

 
• 153,000 tpa  

 
Water supply 
• Mt Weld processing 

⇒ Source 
 

⇒ maximum annual 
requirement 
 

 

 
 
• Dewatering 
 
• 140 megalitres/yr (Start-

up, Mt Weld aquifer) 
• 225 megalitres/yr (by 

year 5, Mt Weld aquifer) 

 
 
• Dewatering 
 
• 225 megalitres/yr (Mt Weld 

aquifer) 
 
 

Transport 
• Dangerous goods and 

feedstock materials 
(classified) 

• Chemicals (unclassified) 
 

 
• Rare earth products 

(maximum) 
 
 
• wet ore concentrate 

 
 

 
By road from Kwinana to Mt 
Weld (Start-up) and by rail 
from Kwinana to Kalgoorlie 
and then road to Mt Weld 
(by year 5) 
 
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Malcolm Siding, by rail 
Malcolm Siding to Fremantle 
(Start-up).   
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Malcolm Siding, and by rail 
to Fremantle (year 5) 

 
By rail from Kwinana to 
Kalgoorlie and then road to 
Mt Weld  
 
 
 
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Leonora, and by rail to 
Fremantle or Esperance 
 
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Leonora, and by rail to 
Fremantle or Esperance 

Energy 
Mt Weld 
 

 
2 MW per year (Start-up) 
3 MW per year (by year 5) 

 
3 MW per year  

Carbon dioxide 
• output maximum 

 
• 13 940 tonnes per 

annum 

 
• 13 940 tonnes per annum 

Development stages 3 over a 5 to 10 year period 3 over a 5 to 10 year period 
 
Note: Text in bold in the Key Characteristics Table, indicates change/s to the proposal. 
 
 
Approved: 8 February 2005 

 



Attachment 3 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 
 

Section 45C change to proposal 
 

Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 
 
 



Attachment to Statement 476 
 

Change to Description of Proposal 
 
 
Proposal:  Access Road Alignment and Construction – Lynas Mt Weld Rare Earths 
Project 
 
Proponent: Lynas Corporation Limited 
 
Change: Construction of an access road requiring vegetation clearance 

between Mt Weld Mine Site and Mt Weld-Elora Rd 
 
Add to “The Proposal” in Schedule 1 “An access road between Mt Weld Mine 
Site and Mt Weld Elora Rd will be constructed primarily for ore haulage for the 
duration of the project as per Figure 1”.  
 
From:  

Element Quantities/Description 
Area of disturbance (including 
access) 

Mine (Mt Weld) <250 hectares 

  
 
To:  

Element Quantities/Description 
Area of disturbance (including 
access) 

Mine (Mt Weld) <250 hectares 
(including 19.2 hectares of 
vegetation clearance for access road) 

  
 
Figure 1. Layout map showing access road (Schedule 1) 
 
 
Approval Date: 31 July 2006 
 

 



Attachment 4 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 

Change to Proposal 
 
 
Proposal: Mt Weld Rare Earths Project  
 
Proponent: Mt Weld Mining Pty Ltd 
 
 
Change: Change to Schedule 1, Key Proposal Characteristics Table, incorporating Stage 

2 Expansion of Operations, and Revised Regional Location Map (Figure 1), 
Location of Existing Infrastructure (Figure 2), and Waste Dump Footprint 
(Figure 3).  Changes to Schedule 1, Key Proposal Characteristics Table, 
include:  

 
• Increase in ore processing, concentrate production, area of disturbance and tailings 

generation; and 

• Removal of some key characteristics as they are regulated by other authorities or not 
considered environmentally significant. 

 
These changes replace all previous Key Characteristics for the Proposal.   
 
Key Characteristics Table: 
 
Element Description of approved 

change to proposal 
Description of approved 
change to proposal 
 

Life of project 20 years 20 years 
Size of ore body  200,00 tonnes (mineable 

reserves of separated Rare 
Earth Oxide product) 

1,416,000 tonnes 

Area of disturbance 
(including access) 
 
Tailings Dam area 
 
 

Mine (Mt Weld) <250 ha 
 
 
27.3 ha  
34.2 ha (Life of Mine) 
 

Mine (Mt Weld) <270 ha 
 
 
27.3 ha  
34.2 ha (Life of Mine) 
 

List of Major components 
• Pit 
• residue disposal  
• overburden stockpiles 
• infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
 

Refer plans, specifications, 
charts in Schedule 1 
• Pit 
• Infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
• Beneficiation plant 
• Tailings Storage Facility 
• Evaporation Pond 
• Waste/low grade ore 

Refer figures in this 
Attachment  
• Pit 
• Infrastructure (water 

supply, roads etc.) 
• Beneficiation plant 
• Tailings Storage Facility 
• Evaporation Pond 
• Waste/low grade ore 



stockpiles stockpiles 
Mt Weld processing 
• input maximum 
 
• output maximum 

 
202,500 tpa  
 
49,000 tpa  

 
242,000 tpa 
 
64,800 tpa (75,000 tpa upper 
limit) 

Solid waste materials 
• Dry tailings 

 
• 153,000 tpa  

 
• 177,600 tpa 

Water supply 
• Mt Weld processing 

⇒ Source 
⇒ maximum annual 

requirement 

 
 
• Dewatering 
• 225 megalitres/yr (Mt 

Weld aquifer) 

 
 
• Dewatering 
<2.8 GL/yr (Mt Weld aquifer) 
 

Transport 
• Dangerous goods and 

feedstock materials 
(classified) 

• Chemicals (unclassified) 
 
• Rare earth products 

(maximum) 
 
 
• wet ore concentrate 
 

 
By rail from Kwinana to 
Kalgoorlie and then road to 
Mt Weld  
 
 
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Leonora, and by rail to 
Fremantle  
 
By road from Mt Weld to 
Leonora, and by rail to 
Fremantle  

 
Removed as transport is 
regulated by other 
authorities. 

Energy 
Mt Weld 
 

 
3 MW per year  

 
Removed as not 
environmentally significant 

Carbon dioxide 
• output maximum 

 
• 13 940 tonnes per 

annum 

 
• 44,310 tonnes per annum 

Development stages 3 over a 5 to 10 year period 3 over a 5 to 10 year period 
 
Note: Text in bold in the Key Characteristics Table, indicates change/s to the proposal. 
 
 
  
 
Dr Paul Vogel  
CHAIRMAN 
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
Approval date: 11 January 2012 
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Attachment 5 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 

Change to proposal under s45C of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 
This Attachment replaces Schedule 1 and Attachment 4 in Ministerial Statement 476 
 

 
Proposal: Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 
 
Proponent: Lynas Corporation Ltd 
 

 
The Proposal (Assessment No.1194) 
The proposal is for the mining and beneficiation of a rare-earths deposit at Mt Weld, 
located within mining leases M38/58 and M38/59, approximately 35 kilometres south-
east of Laverton.   
 

 
Changes:  
 - Increase “Life of project” from 20 to 25 years. 

 - Remove “Size of ore body”; 

- Increase in the “area of disturbance” from approximately <270 hectares 

(ha) to <370 ha. Of the 100 ha increase in area of clearing, 

approximately 55 ha is for Mining Campaign 2, the remaining 45 ha is 

associated with the increase in Tailings Dam Area foot print from 27.3 to 

67.3 ha (40 ha) and Process Water Pond Facility (5 ha); 

- Remove “maximum carbon dioxide output”; and 

- Remove “Development Stages”.   

 
Key Characteristics Table 
 

Element Description of approved proposal Description of approved change to 
proposal 
 

Life of project 20 years 25 years 

Size of ore body 1,4600,000 tonnes Removed as not a key characteristic 
relevant to the environment. 

Area of disturbance 
(including access)  

 

Tailings Dam Area 

<270 ha 

 

 

27.3 ha 

34.2 ha (Life of Mine) 

<370 ha Area of Disturbance within a 
Development Envelope of 455 ha. 

 

Tailings Storage Facility  

67.31 ha Area of Disturbance within a 
455 ha Development Envelope. 

                                                 
1
 This increase of 40 ha forms part of the 100 ha increase in “Area of disturbance”. 



 

Major components 

 

 

 

Pit Pit 

Infrastructure (water supply, roads 
etc.) 

Infrastructure (water supply, roads 
etc.) 

Beneficiation Plant Beneficiation Plant 

Tailings Storage Facility Tailings Storage Facility 

Evaporation Ponds Evaporation Ponds 

Waste/low grade ore stockpiles Waste/low grade ore stockpiles 

Mt Weld Processing Input Maximum: 

 242,000 tonnes per annum 
(tpa) 

Input Maximum: 

 242,000 tonnes per annum 
(tpa) 

Output Maximum: 

 64,800 tonnes per annum tpa 
(75,000 tpa upper limit) 

Output Maximum: 

 64,800 tonnes per annum tpa 
(75,000 tpa upper limit) 

Solid waste 
materials 

 Dry tailings 

 

 177,600 tpa 

 

 177,600 tpa 

Water supply 

 Mt Weld 
processing 

Source: Dewatering Source: Dewatering 

Maximum annual requirements: <2.8 
GL/yr 

Maximum annual requirements: <2.8 
GL/yr 

Carbon dioxide 
output maximum 

44,310 tonnes per annum (tpa) Removed as greenhouse gas 
emission is regulated under Clean 
Energy Act, 2011. 

Development stages 3 over a 5 to 10 year period Removed as not a key 
characteristic relevant to the 
environment. 

 
Note: Text in bold in the Key Characteristics Table, indicates changes to the proposal. 
 
List of Figures: Figures1 to 3 replace all Figures in Schedule 1 and Attachment 4. 
 
Figure 1:  Regional location 
Figure 2:   Mt Weld Rare Earths Project Location  
Figure 3: Mt Weld Mining Pit and Associated Infrastructure  
 
 
[Signed 10 December 2013] 
 
 
Dr Paul Vogel  
CHAIRMAN  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 



 
Figure 1  Regional Location



 
 

Figure 2  Mt Weld Rare Earths Project Location 



 
 
 
Figure 3  Mt Weld Mining Pit and Associated Infrastructure  



Attachment 6 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 

Change to proposal approved under s45C of the  
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 

 
This Attachment replaces Schedule 1 and Attachment 5 of Ministerial Statement 476 

 

Proposal: Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 
   

Proponent: Mt Weld Mining Pty Limited 
 

Changes:  

 Inclusion of a third Tailings Storage Facility (TSF 3) to be incorporated into the 
current approved TSF footprint; 

 Remove key characteristics which:  

 Have no direct environmental impact; and 

 Are regulated through legislation enforced by other agencies 
 
Table 1: Summary of the Proposal 

Proposal Title Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 

Short Description The proposal is for the mining and beneficiation of a rare-earths 
deposit at Mt Weld, located within mining leases M38/58 and 
M38/59, approximately 35 kilometres south-east of Laverton.   

Table 2: Authorised extent of physical and operational elements 

Element Previously Authorised Extent Authorised Extent 

Life of project 25 years Removed as not a key 
characteristic relevant to the 
environment 

Area of disturbance 
(including access) 
 
 
Tailings Dam area 
 
 

<370 ha Area of Disturbance 
within a Development Envelope 
of 455 ha 

 

Tailings Storage Facility  

67.3 ha Area of Disturbance 
within a 455 ha Development 
Envelope. 

<370 ha Area of Disturbance 
within a Development Envelope 
of 455 ha 

 

Tailings Storage Facility  

67.3 ha Area of Disturbance 
within a 455 ha Development 
Envelope. 

Major components Pit Pit 

 Infrastructure (water supply, 
roads etc.) 

Infrastructure (water supply, 
roads etc.) 

 Beneficiation Plant Beneficiation Plant 

 Tailings Storage Facility Tailings Storage Facility 

 Evaporation Ponds Evaporation Ponds 

 Waste/low grade ore stockpiles 

 

Waste/low grade ore stockpiles 

 



Element Previously Authorised Extent Authorised Extent 

Mt Weld Processing Input Maximum: 

 242,000 tonnes per 
annum (tpa) 

Removed as regulated under 
EP Act Part V Licence 
L814/2007/2 and Mining 
Proposal (Registration ID 
33811) 

 Output Maximum: 

 64,800 tonnes per 
annum tpa (75,000 tpa 
upper limit) 

Removed as regulated under 
EP Act Part V Licence 
L814/2007/2  

Solid waste materials 

 Dry tailings 

 

 177,600 tpa 

Removed as regulated under 
EP Act Part V Licence 
L814/2007/2 and Mining 
Proposal (Registration ID 
33811) 

Water supply 

 Mt Weld processing 

Source: Dewatering Removed as groundwater 
abstraction is regulated under 
Groundwater Licence 
GWL17130(2) and the 
Groundwater Operating 
Strategy  

 Maximum annual requirements: 
<2.8 GL/yr 

 

Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates changes to the proposal. 
 

 

Table 3: Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Term 

ha hectare 

tpa tonnes per annum 

GL/yr Gigalitres per year 

 
Figures  
Figure 1:  Regional location 
Figure 2:   Mt Weld Rare Earths Project Location  
Figure 3: Mt Weld Mining Pit and Associated Infrastructure  
 
 
[Signed 22 January 2018] 
 
 
  
 
Dr Tom Hatton 
CHAIRMAN   
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
Approval date:   
 



 
Figure 1  Regional Location 

 
 



 

Figure 2  Mt Weld Rare Earths Project Location 



 
Figure 3  Mt Weld Mining Pit and Associated Infrastructure 



Attachment 7 to Ministerial Statement 476 
 

Change to proposal approved under section 45C of the  
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 
 
This Attachment replaces Schedule 1 and Attachment 6 of Ministerial Statement 476 
 

Proposal: Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 
Proponent: Mt Weld Mining Pty Limited 
 

Changes: 
• Increase in the area of disturbance from 370 ha to 429 ha – an increase of 59 

ha; and 
• An increase in the development envelope from 455 ha to 505 ha – an 

increase of 50 ha. 
 
Table 1: Summary of the Proposal 
Proposal Title Mt Weld Rare Earths Project 
Short Description The proposal is for the mining and beneficiation of a rare-

earths deposit at Mt Weld, located within mining leases 
M38/58 and M38/59, approximately 35 kilometres south-east 
of Laverton. 

 
Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements 

Element Location Previously Authorised 
Extent 

Authorised Extent 

Area of 
disturbance 
(including 
access) 
 
Tailings Dam 
area 

Mt Weld <370 ha Area of 
Disturbance within a 
Development Envelope of 
455 ha 
 
Tailings Storage Facility 
67.3 ha Area of Disturbance 
within a 455 ha 
Development Envelope. 

Up to 429 ha of 
Disturbance within a 
Development Envelope of 
505 ha. 
 
Tailings Storage Facility 
67.3 ha Area of 
Disturbance within a 455 
ha Development Envelope 

Major 
components 

Mt Weld Pit Pit 

  Infrastructure (water supply, 
roads etc.) 

Infrastructure (water 
supply, roads etc.) 

  Beneficiation Plant Beneficiation Plant 
  Tailings Storage Facility Tailings Storage Facility 
  Evaporation Ponds Evaporation Ponds 
  Waste/low grade ore 

stockpiles 
Waste/low grade ore 
stockpiles 

 



Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates a change to the proposal. 
 
Table 3: Abbreviations 
Abbreviation Term 
ha hectare 

 
Figures (attached) 
Figure 1 Regional Location 
Figure 2 Mt Weld Rare Earths Development Envelope and Disturbance Area 
 
 

 
 
 
Dr Tom Hatton 
CHAIRMAN  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
Approval date: 16 September 2020 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 1:  Regional Location 
 
 



 
 
Figure 2:  Mt Weld Rare Earths Development Envelope and Disturbance Area 
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