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' MINIST_E_R FOR THE ENVIRONMENT_

STATEMENT THAT A PROPOSAL MAY BE. IMPLEMENTED (PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE EIN9VIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT
86) - : -

* PREMIER COAL MINE EXPANSION, COLLIE’(GOI)'

WESTERN COLLIERIES LTD
This proposal may be nnplemented subject to the followmg conditions:
1. Proponent commitments

The proponent has made a number of envuomnental management commltments in order to
protect the envuonnient. ' :

» In unplementmg the proposal t.he proponent sha.ll fulfil the comrmtments (whxch are not

-inconsistent with the conditions or procedures contained in this statement) made in the
Consultative Environmental Review and in Response to Issues (Appendix 1 in

- . Environmental Protection Authonty Bulletin 601). (A copy ‘of .the commitments is
attached).

| 2. Detailed |mplementatlon ' ‘
- Changes to the coal mining proposal, as descnbed in the Consultative Envu‘onmental Revxew
“and Response to Issues documents, which are not substantial,” may be carried out with the

approval of t.he Minister for the Envuonmem.

. Subject to these condmons,_the manner of detailed implementation of the proposal shall

conform in substance with that set out in any designs, specifications, plans or other
. technical material submitted by the proponent to the Environmental Protection Authority
- with the proposal. Where, in the course of that detailed implementation, the proponent
'seeks to change those designs, specifications, plans or other technical material in any way.
that the Minister for the Environment determines is not substantial, on the advxce of the
- Envu'onmcm.al Protection Authonty. those changes may be effected

3. Impacts on residents

Predicted dust and noise impacts on residents surrounding the mining operation, parucularly at
Shotts from the crusher facility, are unacceptable and require a management strategy for
resolution before development for coal mining commences. -

3.1 - Prior to coal mining operations the proponent shall prepare a management strategy in
consultation with the surrounding residents, which details strategies for either relocating
residents who would be affected by unacceptable noise, dust and risk impacts from the
mining operation or for modifying the mining operations, to the satisfaction of the
Minister for the Environment on advice of the Environmental Protection Authority.

~ 3-2  Should the approved strategy prepared in accordance wnh condition 3-1 be one of

modifying mining operations rather than relocation of residents, this shall be implemented
through the Environmental Management Programme required by condition 4-1.
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33 Should the approved strategy prepared in accordance thh condition 3-1 be one of
relocation of residents, tlus shall be nnplernented to the sattsfacnon of the Minister for the
Envxronment. - ' _

.l 4 Envnronmental Management Programme : :
" In order to plan for such a large earthmoving operation with la:ge scale envuonmental unpacts _
‘an Envn'onmental Management Programme is required. . , '

4-1 Prior to each major phase of the mnung operatlon the proponent shall prepare an
- Environmental Management Programme to plan for and monitor the effects of that phase
of the proposal and to provide appropriate management strategies based on the monitoring
results, to the satisfaction of the Environmental Protection Authority. The Environmental
Management Programme must be consistent with the prov151ons of Clause 7 of the Collie . -

- Coal (Western Colhenes) Agreement Act. _ _

This Programme shall address, but not necessarily be limited to, the management g
monitoring, auditing and reporting reqmrements of the following i issues: : _ ‘

1. noise, dust and nsk impacts on surrounding resxdents,
‘2. impacts from the mine dewatering operation; _

* 3. . " impact on the conservation values and area of the State Forest;
4. . dieback disease management; and .
5.  rehabilitation to an acceptable final land use.

. 42 The proponent shall unplement the Environmental Management Programme requu'ed by
~+_ condition 4-1 to the sausfacnon of the Environmental Protection Authority.

S 5. Mine dewatermg impacts _
' 'The proponent is responsxble for managmg the impacts of the mine dewatering.

‘ 5-1 The proponent shall prepare a water supply plan, as part of the Environmental
Management Programme (condition 4), which describes measures to ensure adequate
.. domestic and stock water supplies for any existing private users of the groundwater

~ - resource affected by the dewatering operation, to the satisfaction of the Minister for the -
' 'Environment on advice of the Environmental Protecuon Authonty and the Water
Authonty of Western Australia,

52 The proponent shall unplernent the plan required by' condition 5-1 to the sattsfécuon of the ‘
. Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the Water Authority of Westem
. Australia.

" 5-3 The proponent shall unhse and/or dispose of any water occumng in or collect:mg onthe
- Mining Lease (including water pumped or drawn from mines) in accordance with a water
- .management plan which will deal with the supply of water to power stations and other
utilities and the disposal of water in an acceptable manner. The development of this plan,
which will be consistent with the provisions of relevant State Agreement Acts, is the
responsibility of the Water Authority of Western Australia.

6." Noise limits

The noise generated by the ¢oal mining operation should be kept within envxronmentally

acceptable levels. ‘

" 6-1 The proponent shall ensure that the noise emissions from the project do not cause or
contribute to nonse levels in excess of:

« 50d(A) slow from 7am to 7pm Monday to Satu:day mcluswe. but excludmg
gazetted pubhc holidays,




gt

. 40db(A) slow ﬁ'om 10pm to midnight and from nndmght to 7am every day.
and

o 45d(A) slow at all other times;

when meas
(1) at any pomt on or adjacent to other prennses not occupted by the
proponent and used for residential or other noise-sensitive purposes; and
" (2) at a height between 1.2 and 1.5 metres above ground level and at a distance
greater than 3.5 metres from any reflecting surface other than the ground -

6-2- Where the combined level of the noise emissions from the project and the normal ambient
noise exceeds the levels specified in condition 6-1, this condition shall be considered to
be contravened only when the following criteria are also met at the measurement point:

_» the noise emissions from the premises are con51dered by the E.nvu'onmental _
~ Protection Authority to be audible and contributing sxgmﬁcantly to the measured
~ noise levels; and ‘
« the noise emissions from the premises are identifiable by the
Environmental Protection Authonty as emanating from the project.

- © 6-3 Noise emissions shall not include tonal or impulsive- components or other charactensucs

‘which make the noise more annoying than it would be in their absence. These . -
charactensncs will be assessed by the Environmental Protection Authority. '

| 6-4 The proponent shall conduct noise surveys to the sansfacnon of the Envu'onmental

~ Protection Authorlty

- 7 Dust limit - ' ' ' '
- The dust generated by the coal rmmng operanon should be kept w1thm envu'onmentally
oo '-acceptable lcvels

..~ « The proponent shall not cause dust at resxdcnual premises surroundmg the mine to exceed

1000 microgrammes per cubic mere (ug/rn )s measured connnuously over 15 rmnutes

8. Decommnssnomng -
The satisfactory decommissioning of the project and removal of the plant and installations is the
responsibility of the proponent. _

8-1 At least six months prior to decommissioning, the proponent shall prepare' a
. decomrmssxomng plan, to the satisfaction of the Env1ronmental Protect:lon Authority.. .

- 82 -The proponent sha]l unplement the plan toqmrcd by condmon 8-1to the sausfacnon of the :

- . Environmental Protection Authority.

9, Proponent

The ministerial condmons legally apply to the normnated proponent.

e No transfer of ownershtp. control or management of the project which would give rise to

a need for the replacement of the proponent shall take place until the Minister for the
Environment has advised the proponent that approval has been given for the nomination
of a replacement proponent. Any request for the exercise of that power of the Minister
shall be accompanied by a copy of this statement endorsed with an undertaking by the

~ proposed replacement proponent to carry out the project in accordance with the conditions
and procedures set out in the statement.

10. Time limit on approval
The environmental approval of the proposal is limited.
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. If'the: proponent has not substannally commenced the pro_]ect within five years of the date _

of this statement, then the approval to implement the proposal as-granted in this statemnent

- shall lapse and be void. The Minister for the Environment shall determine any. question as
- to whether the project has been substantially commenced. Any application to extend the
period of five years referred to in this condition shall be made before the expiration of that

Y

period, to the. Minister for the' Environment by way of a request for a change in the -

. condition under Section 46 of the Environmental Protection Act. (On expiration of the five

e period, further consideration of the proposal can only occur following a new referral

 to the Environmental Protection Authority).

11, Compllance Audltmg
In order to ensure that envmonmental condltmns and commitments are met, an audn system is

" required. .

~ 11-1 The proponent sha.ll prepare an "Audxt Programme which includes requirements for the

preparation of periodic "Compliance Reports”, in consultation w1t.h and to the satisfacton
-of the Environmental Protection Authority.

112 Subsequent to condition 11- 1, the proponent shall implement the approved Audit
Programme to the satisfaction of the Envu‘onmemal Protection Authonty

NOTE ' '
.- The reporting requirements for these condmons may be effected- t.hrough the reporting
requirements of the State Agreement Act, subject to meetng the timing requu'ements of the.

conditions.

_ MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

AR
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Envnronmental Management Commltments

(.roundwater
l 1 Production ' |
WCL will prepare and subaequendy xmplement a groundw.xter dewatenng and ,
monitoring programme.
‘WCL will monitor the groundwater abstraction, water quahty and the revxonal
drawdown effects from the mine dewatering on other existing licenced g'roundwater
. users. .
~ WCL will liaise with the Water Aumonty of WA regarding xegxonal effects.
- WCL will implement remedial action, where necessary for safety reasons, of any areas
of subsidence on the Premier ) mmmg lease due to the dewatering for the mmmg

: 'operanon

1 2 Momtcmnﬂr

During the dewatering operanon, WCL will monitor the bores 0 detem'nne abstracnon
rates and the quality of the water. ‘
During the mining operation, WCL will estabhsh a pxezometer bore momtormg :
programme, in conjunction with the monitoring of other regional bores, to/determine the
- drawdown effect of the dewatering operanon Monitoring results w111 be subrmtted '
' annua.lly to the Water Authonty of WA. ! :

5 '1 3 Discharge

‘WCL will provide all water produced by the dewatenng operauon fo the power stations _ '

as a priority. -
Prior to'the d.lscharoc of any water to the natural surface drainage syStems leading off
the lease area, WCL will obtain the written approval of the Water Authority of WA.

- Ifitis necessary to discharge water from the dewatering operation into the natural
drainage systems, WCL w111 comply with dxscharge criteria set in the hcence(s) 1ssued

under the Envnronmemal Protection Act, 1986.

~ 2. Surface water ' ' ' ‘ p

- WCL will implement measures, such as settlmg ponds, sxlt traps and blologlcal filraton
systems, to ensure that the natural drainage systems affecied by the mining operation are
not significantly adversely affected. Where possible, all drainage systems off
rehabilitated areas would be dxverted into recognised discharge poxnts

'3 Forest Products
.31 Large-scale cle.mno _

WCL will applv for clearing permits from the Departmem of Conservation and Land
Management at least 12 momhs in advance of laroe scale (>10 ha) clearmg of State
Forest areas. _

3.2 Sm.lll scalc cleanna : o
WCL will applv for clearing. permits from the Depamnent of Conservanon and Land
Management ar least 6 months in advance of small-scale (<10 ha) clearing.

4. Dieback

4.1 Mapping

WCL will cooperate with the Department of Conbcrvmon and Land Management -
- regarding dieback mupping, access restrictions and hygiene c.ontrols in St.ue Forest

areas wuhln thc le.xse

4.2 Man: lﬂement ' '
WCL will implement dieback management measures within the lease area to minimise

the spre.xd of dieback disease p.nhooenb. particularly into currently dieback free areas.
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o 7. Dust
7.1 Monitoring

-3 BiaStmg

‘5.1 Blastmg damage’ '
WCL will arrange for those living or owmng property close to the mine to havea
~ property condition survey prior to mining commencing. The survey will be: conducted
by an mdependem third party at WCL‘s expense.

'5.2 Damage repair
Any damage proven to be due to WCL‘s negligence will be rectified by WCL w1th1n
- three months to the original surveyed or other acceptable standard.

6. Noise

6.1 Monitoring

WCL will conduct noise modellmg Stl.ldlCS for critical locauons surroundmg Lhe mine

_ site.
WCL will develop and 1mplemem a noise momtonng prograrnme 1mmed1ately prior to .
the commencement of mining. _.

WCL will develop and implement a dust monitoring prog'ramme for dust levcls atcrincal | |
locations (nearest inhabited residences) surroundmg t.he mine site 1mmed1ately pnor 0
the commencement of mining

72 Mmganon measures

WCL will implement reasonable dust mmganon measures to achieve dust levcls to the -
recommended goals of. 4 g/m 2/month for total parueulatcs and 260 ug/m3 for a 24 hour
“maximum and 90 ug/m3 for the annual mean.

_8.'Property valuation

WCL will undertake an mdepcndem property valuation of the relevant propemes in
Shotts and other surrounding areas within 2km.of the nearest proposed blasting in the
pre—devclopment stage before the commencement of mlmng

-9, Final void

WCL will démgn the final void to facilitae its use in accordance with gmdelxnes
approved by the relevant authorities at the dme. :

10. Mine related traffic
WCL will ensure that , except for WCL emplovees, no WCL mine related trafﬁc. will
ravel through Shots.

1L Road/rail realignment

11.1 Alignment '
WCL will ensure that the reahgnmem of the road and the raxlwav w1ll not bnng it any
closer to the gazerted Shotts townsite.

‘1 l.'.2 Access

‘WCL will provide an access route to the existing standard to all propemes affected by
the road/rail realignment . :

12. Interference with communications
- WCL will rectify, if technically feasible, any mterference 0 the commum(,.mons
systems of surrounding resxdents due to the mining operation.




13 Weed control o
+ WCL will liaise with the Depa.rtment of Conservanon and Land Management and the
- Agriculture Protection Board regarding the conmol of weed species on the lease area.
... Control measures such as hand removal and selective herbicides would be used to

. control weed species which are affecting the success of the rehabilitation programme as

~* deemed neccssary
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