
 
 

Summary of reasons for decision – Amendment of an approved proposal 
and/or implementation conditions under section 45C of the Environmental 

Protection Act 1986 
Ministerial Statement: 1184 

Proposal Title Northern Goldfields Interconnect Pipeline 

Approved Proposal: The proposal is to construct and operate a 580 
kilometre pipeline, starting from Ambania (50 km 
east of Geraldton) to 40 km south of Leinster where 
it will connect into the existing Goldfields Gas 
Pipeline. The proposal includes associated 
aboveground infrastructure, such as a compressor 
station at Ambania and other stations such as valve 
stations, scraper stations, at various locations along 
the pipeline. 

Proponent: APA Northern Goldfields Interconnect Pty Ltd 

Environment Online Reference Number: N/A 

Date Ministerial Statement first issued 2 February 2022 

Dates of any approved changes to 
Approved Proposal 

N/A 

Date of proponent’s request to amend 14 April 2022 

Date additional information received Not requested 

Date application made public  14 June 2022 

Description of requested amendment(s) 
to approved proposal 

The proponent is requesting to modify the 
development envelope to include an area for the 
Pinnacles Temporary Work Area construction, 
consisting of construction accommodation, laydown 
areas and associated infrastructure in a 15 hectare of 
sparsely distributed native vegetation outside the 
original development envelope. 
 

Description of requested amendment(s) 
to implementation conditions 

No amendments to conditions sought 

Decision The requested amendments to the Approved 
Proposal are not considered to be significant 
amendments. The amendments to the Approved 
Proposal are approved. 

 
Summary of review of whether an amendment should be approved under section 45C(1)  

Environmental 
factor review 

Flora and vegetation: The proposed additional area will not result in an 
increase in the overall clearing of native vegetation approved for the project. 
The proponent will reduce the amount of clearing within the original 
development envelope to accommodate the clearing required for the 
Pinnacles Camp Temporary Work Area. There is already existing access to the 
proposed additional area, via Pinnacles Road. 
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Summary of review of whether an amendment should be approved under section 45C(1)  

A survey of the proposed Temporary Work Area was undertaken in 2021 by 
Focused Vision Consulting. No Threatened or Priority Flora species were 
identified. The vegetation within the Temporary Work Area was found to be 
sparse Acacia shrubland (vegetation unit AspTS), with the presence of 
historically cleared tracks and disturbance from cattle grazing evident.  
This vegetation unit is well-represented within the Murchison region, the 
proposed additional area for the development envelope represents a small 
proportion of this vegetation. Additionally, the proponent will undertake 
progressive revegetation of areas disturbed by construction activities 
following completion of activities as required under condition 5 of MS 1184. 

Terrestrial fauna: The proposed additional area was characterised by Mixed 
Acacia Shrublands (Plains) fauna habitat. This habitat is well-represented in the 
broader surrounds. It is not expected to represent critical habitat for any 
potential conservation significant fauna and is not considered important 
habitat for any other terrestrial species. The proposed amendment will not 
result in an increase in clearing fauna habitat for the project. 

Social surroundings: The additional area is located within the Wutha native 
title claim area. An archaeological and ethnographic site avoidance heritage 
survey was undertaken in June 2021 over areas planned for development 
within the Wutha native title claim area, including the Pinnacles Camp 
Temporary Work Area. No heritage places or isolated artefacts were identified 
within the site. The Wutha Traditional Owners requested that the proponent 
engage cultural monitors during all ground disturbance works associated with 
the project on Wutha Country to ensure that any heritage objects unearthed 
by the proposed works may be collected and/or inspected in line with 
appropriate cultural protocols. The proponent has committed to this and 
heritage management measures are outlined in the proponent’s approved 
Cultural Heritage Management Plan, as required under condition 4 of MS 1184. 

Controls on 
implementation, 
including relevant 
DMA processes 
(where relevant), 
for amendment 

Existing Ministerial Statement (MS 1184) imposes conditions to control 
impacts to Flora and Vegetation (Conditions 1 and 5), Terrestrial Fauna 
(Condition 2) and Social Surroundings (Condition 4) to ensure consistency with 
the EPA’s objectives. 

Significance of 
requested 
amendment 

An increase in development envelope to facilitate the construction of 
Pinnacles Temporary Work Area is not likely to have a significant effect, on its 
own or in the context of existing Approved Proposal, on the environment.  The 
proposed amendment is not a significant amendment. 

 

Summary of discretionary consideration of amendment 

The decision-maker has considered whether the proposed amendment would be a significant 
amendment in addition to the potential impacts of the amendments.  

The EPA has considered: 

• the cumulative environmental impacts  

• whether the environmental effects of the implementation of the proposal as amended will be 
consistent with the EPA’s environmental factor objectives 

• whether the proposal as amended would still be substantially the same character as the 
approved proposal. 
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Summary of decision 

The decision-maker has considered the request to amend approved proposal and/or implementation 
conditions under section 45C(1) of the EP Act. The decision-maker considers the requested 
amendments to the Approved Proposal are not considered to be significant amendments. 

Appeals: Decision not appealable.  

 

 

 

Professor Matthew Tonts 
CHAIR 
Delegate of the Environmental Protection Authority Date:    14 June 2022 
 


