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• A second proposal by the Gascoyne Gateway is investigating an offshore deep-
water port to offer year-round berthing for a broad range of adventure and 
expedition vessels, private yachts, and cruise ships to the south of the Exmouth 
townsite. 

Maritime has also been consulted in the past environmental assessment processes 
and licensing of the proposed Whitecrest development (supply base and limestone 
export facility south of Exmouth) and K&S Salt and other suggested salt projects on the 
eastern side of the Gulf.  In addition, Maritime is aware that SUBSEA 7 is proposing to 
construct and operate an onshore pipeline fabrication facility 35km south of Exmouth 
townsite into the gulf. 
 
Environmental Pressures 
Through Maritime’s involvement in planning projects, delivery and management of 
maritime facilities, our understanding of sensitive environmental, social and cultural 
values in the and around the Exmouth Gulf may be summarised in the following points: 

• The Gulf is home to a globally significant Humpback Whale nursery and large-scale 
sanctuary for Dugongs and other IUCN listed threatened species including sea 
snakes and turtles. 

• Exmouth Gulf also has a number of listed nationally important wetland sites, 
including migratory bird habitats, and contains vast communities of Threatened 
Ecological Community wetlands. 

• Large scale subterranean cave systems and as such unique stygofauna that could 
potentially be impacted by large scale dredging operations. 

• There is also an extensive mangrove ecosystem as well as wader habitat for listed 
vulnerable species such as the Curlew and Godwit. 

DoT completed a coastal erosion hotspots assessment in Western Australia to assist 
State and local coastal managers strategically plan and budget for the potential impacts 
of coastal erosion.  An erosion hotspot has been identified near Warne Street and the 
Exmouth Yacht Club.  Recreational and yacht club facilities have been placed seaward 
of a foredune on an eroding coast, perched on a rock platform.  The marina interrupts 
the bi-directional transport, resulting in sediment loss offshore of the platform.  Rates of 
erosion and sediment loss may be enhanced by tropical cyclone activity. 
 
Please note that Exmouth Boat Harbour Ministerial Statement 406 and 212 requires 
biennial monitoring in relation to Water Quality, Sedimentation and Oysters. 
 
Considerations of environmental pressures in the Gulf include the risk of contamination 
from spills, coral bleaching, fishing pressures, seismic activities from oil and gas 
activities, dredging and contamination from historic defence activities. 
 
There is significant evidence of Aboriginal presence in the Gulf and Cape Range 
Peninsula area dating back 60,000 years.  With rising sea levels, maritime activities 
may also impact on culturally significant submerged land.  
 






