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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE SUBMISSION TO WA EPA’S 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION IN RELATION TO STRATEGIC 
ADVICE ON CUMULATIVE IMPACTS IN EXMOUTH GULF  

 

Defence Submission to the Western Australian Environmental Protection 
Authority’s Strategic Advice on Cumulative Impacts in Exmouth Gulf study 

 

Part A - Introduction 
Defence Context 

1. Defence’s primary role is to protect and advance Australia’s strategic interests through 
the promotion of security and stability, provision of military capabilities to defend Australia 
and its national interests, and provision of support to the Australian community and civilian 
authorities as directed by Government. 

2. The 2016 Defence White Paper, and the 2020 Defence Strategic Update affirmed the 
importance of effective environmental management to the success of the Defence mission. In 
order to defend Australia and its interests, the Australian Defence Force must have access to 
high quality facilities and training areas, and this means Defence activities and the Defence 
estate must be managed in a sustainable and environmentally responsible manner. 

3. Defence is the largest Commonwealth landholder and one of the largest overall 
landholders in Australia. The Defence estate comprises around 700 owned and leased 
properties over approximately 2.5 million hectares of land, covering all states and territories 
in Australia. The estate includes bases, training areas and ranges, research facilities and office 
accommodation across a diverse range of air, land and sea environments. 

4. In addition to managing a large land estate, Defence is responsible for national 
security over one of the largest maritime estates in the world and in discharging these duties, 
trains and operates over large spans of ocean and airspace.  

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and Defence 
environmental obligations 

5. Defence is required to comply with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) in its capacity as a landholder, occupier and user. 
Defence actively manages its air, land and maritime activities and the Defence estate to 
ensure it meets the requirements of the EPBC Act. 

6. The EPBC Act provides the legal framework to protect and manage nationally and 
internationally important wetlands, flora, fauna, ecological communities, heritage places and 
marine areas – defined in the EPBC Act as ‘matters of national environmental significance’. 
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The EPBC Act also regulates ‘actions’ that have a significant impact on the environment on 
Commonwealth land, or that are carried out by a Commonwealth agency. Defence 
infrastructure and capability projects, operations, training exercises, research trials, other 
projects and maintenance activities all constitute ‘actions’ for the purposes of the EPBC Act.  

7. The EPBC Act provides a stable and trusted framework for managing Defence 
activities, operations and the Defence estate. It helps to ensure that Defence meets 
government and community expectations to sustainably manage environment and heritage 
values. 

Defence’s environmental policy framework 

8. Defence has a robust framework of environmental policies, procedures and 
compliance activities to ensure it continues to meet its environmental legislative obligations.  

9. The 2016 Defence Environment Policy states that environmental management is a 
critical enabler to Defence capability and directly supports its mission. The Defence 
Environment Policy defines five strategic aims to ensure Defence applies appropriate 
resources and effort to protecting and managing the environment and heritage relative to risks 
and constraints: 

• Defence will deliver a sustainable estate across Defence maritime, land and aerospace 
areas, activities and operations. 

• Defence will understand and manage its environmental impacts. 

• Defence will minimise future pollution risks and manage existing contamination risks. 

• Defence will improve the efficiency of its resource consumption and strengthen 
resource security.  

• Defence will recognise and manage the Defence estate heritage values. 

10. The policy is supported by the 2016-2036 Defence Environmental Strategy and the 
Defence Environmental Plan, which provide further detail on how Defence undertakes 
ongoing environmental management. 

11. Subordinate to the above suite of strategic environmental documents is the Defence 
Environment and Heritage Manual. The manual provides instruction and guidance on 
environmental policies applicable to Defence activities on the estate and anywhere Defence 
operates including overseas. It covers environmental assessment and approvals, domestic 
biosecurity, native species and communities, pollution prevention, climate adaptation, 
heritage, soil, bushfire, contamination, water, energy, and waste management. The manual 
also includes detailed guidelines, instructions, factsheets, workflows, toolboxes and standards 
for specific environmental matters. The policies apply to all personnel including Defence, its 
contractors and any users of the estate. 

12. There are multiple other systems across Defence that contribute to the Defence 
environmental policy framework.  
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13. Defence has suitably qualified environmental officers located across all regions of 
Australia to provide environment and heritage expertise and guidance, implement policy, and 
undertake environmental assessment and compliance activities at the local level.  

Interactions with Western Australian Government 

14. Defence works cooperatively and closely with Western Australian (WA) 
environmental regulatory agencies in accordance with Defence’s environmental policies. 

15. The three key WA environmental regulatory agencies are: 

• Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA);  

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); 

• Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER)   

16. Examples of Defence working closely with WA environmental agencies include: 

• Cooperation with DBCA across the Exmouth Gulf region principally in relation to 
co-sharing management of access, fauna and flora monitoring and invasive species 
control; 

• Management of the Royal Australia Air Force (RAAF) Base Learmonth and 
Harold E Holt  potable water supply bore fields, which involves a joint operating 
strategy with DWER; and 

• Liaison with EPA regarding Defence activities in state waters. 

Overview of Defence equities in Exmouth Gulf region 

17. A number of Defence sites sit within the Exmouth Gulf cumulative impact study area 
including: 

• Naval Communication Station Harold E Holt – Areas A, B and C, and the Space 
Surveillance Telescope (SST);  

• RAAF Base Learmonth (combined RAAF Air Base/civilian airport); and 

• Learmonth Solar Observatory. 

Another Defence site, the Learmonth Air Weapons Range, lies just west of the study area. 

18. Both the Naval Communication Station Harold E Holt and RAAF Base Learmonth are 
included in the Commonwealth Heritage List. The Learmonth Air Weapons Range is also 
included on the Commonwealth Heritage List. 

19. Harold E Holt Area A sits within the eastern boundary of the Ningaloo Coast World 
Heritage and National Heritage areas, both of which run from the western side of the Cape 
Range peninsula to its northern tip. Both the World Heritage List and National Heritage List 
are Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) under the EPBC Act and the 
sites are managed by Defence accordingly. The Learmonth Air Weapons Range is within the 
Ningaloo Coast World Heritage and National Heritage areas. 



- 3 - 
 

Naval Communication Station Harold E Holt 

20. Established in 1967, Naval Communication Station Harold E Holt comprises: 

• Area A – very low frequency radio, towers and associated infrastructure; 

• Area B – high frequency radio and towers, C-band radar and capability support 
facilities; and 

• Area C – high frequency receiving station. 

Harold E Holt Area A 

21. Harold E Holt Area A is located at the tip of North West Cape, approximately 14 km 
north of Exmouth. Area A consists of very low frequency aerial array, a transmitter building, 
power station, bulk fuel storage, Pilbara Regiment 2 Squadron Headquarters and G Troop, 
and the Point Murat Navy Pier. Area A also includes the waters extending 400 metres around 
the Point Murat Navy Pier.  

22. The Bundegi Beach and boat ramp are located along the eastern boundary of Harold E 
Holt Area A. Public access is not totally restricted and they are used for a variety or 
recreational activities including swimming, diving, beach fishing and surfing. The Navy pier 
is also leased to a commercial dive business. 

Harold E Holt Area B 

23. Area B is located on the northern outskirts of Exmouth, and includes high frequency 
transmitters, administration buildings, C-band radar, a central power station for the Space 
Surveillance telescope, workshops and support facilities. Some facilities have previously been 
leased to commercial operators for a range of uses including accommodation, restaurants and 
recreational purposes.  

Harold E Holt Area C 

24. Area C, the high frequency receiving station, is located about 55 kilometres south of 
Exmouth and about 10 kilometres south of Learmonth Airfield. It comprises 9 separate 
antennae, a service building housing power generating equipment and communications 
equipment, and an access road. 

Space Surveillance Telescope 

25. The Space Surveillance Telescope is located in the hills about 2 kilometres inland 
(north-west) of the township of Exmouth, at a site adjacent to Harold E Holt Area B.  

26. The telescope detects and tracks orbiting objects including satellites, space debris, and 
near earth asteroids, and will come online in 2022. 

RAAF Base Learmonth 

27. RAAF Base Learmonth, also known as Learmonth Airport, is a joint use RAAF base 
and civil airport located 34 kilometres south of Exmouth. The base is one of the Air Force's 
three bare bases in northern Australia, with no resident aircraft and a minimal RAAF staff. 
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The base provides operations support for Australian combat aircraft in the north-west 
approaches to the Australian mainland and can be used for exercises or operational 
requirements.  

Learmonth Solar Observatory 

28. The Learmonth Solar Observatory, adjacent to RAAF Base Learmonth, is jointly 
managed by the IPS Radio and Space Services (part of the Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology) and the United States Air Force Weather Agency. The observatory is part of a 
global network of solar observatories known as the Solar Electro-Optical Network and one of 
two solar patrol observatories in Australia. 

Learmonth AWR 

29. Learmonth Air Weapons Range, which covers about 19,000 hectares, is located 30 
kilometres south-west of RAAF Base Learmonth. It is not located within the study area, 
however Defence management plans for the site are relevant to the Exmouth Gulf side of the 
Cape Range peninsula. 

30. Learmonth Air Weapons Range is on the Commonwealth Heritage List in recognition 
of the site’s significant natural heritage values and also forms a part of the Ningaloo Coast 
World Heritage and Ningaloo Coast National Heritage listings.  

Defence-managed air space 

31. The study area includes restricted airspace associated with RAAF Base Learmonth 
and Harold E Holt Areas A and B. This restricted airspace is a gazetted Defence Practice 
Area known as North West Exercise Area and encompasses Exmouth Gulf. Defence manages 
this airspace to ensure safety for both Defence and commercial air operators.  
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Part B – Defence’s response to the EPA questions 
Q1. - What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) Defence associates / 
identifies with in and around Exmouth Gulf?  

Defence manages its facilities and activities in and around Exmouth Gulf cognisant of the 
region’s high environmental and cultural values and in accordance with Defence’s EPBC Act 
obligations and policies.  

Environmental conditions were a significant criterion in the decision to locate Defence 
facilities in the Exmouth Gulf area and are highly relevant to the operations of those facilities. 
The particular environmental conditions are: 

• Dark skies; 

• Clear atmosphere; and 

• Low levels of electromagnetic interference (‘quiet’). 

Defence notes that the environmental values protected by the EPBC Act in the Exmouth Gulf 
region include: 

Ningaloo Coast World Heritage listing  

Defence’s Harold E Holt Area A site lies within the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Area. 

A brief summary of the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Outstanding Universal Values 
includes that: 

• The property holds a high level of terrestrial species endemism and high marine species 
diversity and abundance.  

• The most dominant marine habitat is the Ningaloo reef.  

• The main terrestrial feature of the Ningaloo Coast is the extensive karst system, which 
supports a rich diversity of highly specialized subterranean species.  

The full Outstanding Universal Values World Heritage listing is detailed on the UNESCO 
website at http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1369. 

Ningaloo Coast National Heritage listing  

The Harold E Holt Area A site also lies within the Ningaloo Coast National Heritage area. 

The Ningaloo Coast National Heritage listing includes: 

Natural Values 

• The integration of the Ningaloo Reef and Exmouth Peninsula karst system as a cohesive 
limestone structure is at the heart of the natural heritage significance of the Ningaloo 
Coast.  
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• The presence of active karst solution as a result of seawater incursion is rare in 
Australia and Ningaloo Coast is the best example in Australia of this globally 
significant karst solution process. 

• The subterranean faunas and rangeland communities of Cape Range peninsula illustrate 
the intimate ties between ecology and geology more vividly than any other place in 
Australia.  

• The taxonomic composition of the anchialine (aquatic) community of Bundera Sinkhole 
is unique in the southern hemisphere and Indo-West Pacific region.  

Indigenous Values 

• Records of early human occupation have been drowned elsewhere in Australia, with the 
post-glacial return of the sea over the broad coastal areas that were exposed during the 
last glacial maximum around 25,000 years ago. The steep topography of the Cape 
Range has protected Pleistocene occupation sites from the destructive effects of rising 
sea levels and the non-acidic environment of the limestone geology has preserved 
evidence of human occupation. 

• The rock shelters of Exmouth peninsula are outstanding because they provide the best 
evidence in Australia for the use of marine resources during the Pleistocene, including 
their uses as food and for personal adornment. 

The full Ningaloo Coast NH listing values are available on the Australian Heritage Database 
(AHDB), place ID 105881  - environment.gov.au/ ... ahdb/ ... place_id=105881 

Ningaloo Marine Parks 

The Harold E Holt Area A site lies within the WA state-managed Ningaloo Marine Park. 

Between Exmouth and Coral Bay, two Ningaloo Marine Parks run along the coast covering 
the same land and sea areas as the Ningaloo Coast World Heritage Area. The outer Ningaloo 
Marine Park (Commonwealth waters) is managed by Park Australia and helps protect the 
offshore waters. The inner Ningaloo Marine Park (WA State waters) helps protect the coastal 
waters and shallow reefs. The environmental values of the marine parks are embodied by the 
World Heritage listing. 

 

Environmental values overview by Defence site 

Naval Communications Station Harold E Holt 

The environmental values of the Naval Communication Station Harold E Holt are well 
described in Defence’s management plans for the sites. At a high level, they include: 

• The Cape Range Peninsula is dominated by saline alluvial plains with low shrublands, 
woodlands, grasslands and dune fields, supporting a rich diversity of invertebrate species, 
reptiles, and birds. 
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• The peninsula is surrounded on three sides by the World Heritage-listed Ningaloo Coast, 
one of the world’s largest fringing reefs, extending for approximately 260 kilometres, 
from Exmouth Gulf, just to the south east of Harold E Holt Area A at Bundegi Reef, 
around the tip of the Cape Range Peninsula and down the west coast to Coral Bay.  

• The Ningaloo Coast has a diversity of reef ecosystems.  

• The Commonwealth land along the coastline of Harold E Holt Area A extends to the low 
water mark. 

• Protected species and communities known to be present in the vicinity of the Harold E 
Holt sites, and their EPBC Act or Western Australian Conservation Status, are: 

o Loggerhead Sea Turtle – Endangered (EPBC Act) 

o Green Sea Turtle – Vulnerable (EPBC Act) 

o Leathery Turtle (potential) – Endangered (EPBC Act) 

o Hawksbill Sea Turtle – Vulnerable (EPBC Act) 

o Flatback Turtle (potential) – Vulnerable (EPBC Act, WA) 

o Blind Cave Eel (potential) – Vulnerable (EPBC Act) 

o Black-flanked Rock-wallaby (probable) – Vulnerable (EPBC Act, WA) 

o Stygiochiropus sympatricus millipede (potential) – Critically Endangered 
(WA) 

RAAF Base Learmonth 

The environmental values of RAAF Base Learmonth are well described in Defence’s 
management plans for the site. They include: 

• RAAF Base Learmonth is situated within a coastal plain and is generally flat. Between 
RAAF Base Learmonth and the dunes is a low-lying area occupied by WAPET Creek 
and a wider salt pan area.  

• A Nationally Important Wetland, the Cape Range Subterranean Waterways, is located to 
the east of the base around WAPET Creek. 

• No Threatened Ecological Communities with national environmental significance have 
been identified on or within 20 kilometres of RAAF Base Learmonth. 

Learmonth Air Weapons Range 

Whilst it is situated outside of the current study area, Learmonth Air Weapons Range is on 
the Commonwealth Heritage List and the environmental values of the range contribute to 
Defence’s knowledge and management of all the sites in the Exmouth Gulf region. 

Natural Values 

Learmonth Air Weapons Range Commonwealth Heritage List values include: 
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• The geomorphology of Cape Range is of considerable importance in documenting sea 
level and landform changes since the late Cenozoic around 1.8 million years ago. 

• The coastal plain of Cape Range contains a network of subterranean waterways, 
comprising caverns and fissures in the limestone beneath the coastal plain. Of these, the 
Bundera Sinkhole is the only deep anchialine system known in Australia and the only 
continental anchialine system known in the southern hemisphere. 

• The cave fauna of Cape Range, including that at Bundera Sinkhole, is of exceptional 
biogeographical importance.  

• Stygofauna throughout the world is of considerable scientific interest, yielding important 
information concerning the evolution of life on earth. The stygofauna at Cape Range, 
including species found at Bundera Sinkhole, give insights into the origin of the whole 
Australian fauna, changes in climate since the Miocene, and biogeographical history of 
the continent. 

The full Learmonth Air Weapons Range Commonwealth Heritage listing values are available 
on the Australian Heritage Database (AHDB), place ID 105551  environment.gov.au/ ... ahdb/ 
... place_id=105551 

Indigenous Values 

• Indigenous heritage values of the Learmonth AWR are not included in the 
Commonwealth Heritage List. However numerous Indigenous heritage values are 
recognised for the Ningaloo Coast National Heritage Place. 

• Cape Range peninsula has a rich history of human occupation going back into the 
Pleistocene. Archaeological research has demonstrated the cape was first occupied by 
humans at least 35,000 years before present. The presence of humans is illustrated by a 
range of archaeological sites, including rockshelters containing deposits, coastal shell 
middens, rock art, and open sites. 

• It is worth noting that Defence also manages ‘identified’ heritage values (i.e. those not 
officially listed.) Identified heritage values are protected under sections 26 and 28 of the 
EPBC Act. Defence also has a commitment under the Defence Estate Heritage Strategy 
to manage identified heritage values in accordance with the Commonwealth Heritage 
Management Principles. 

Defence Heritage Values 

Heritage management plans are in place for Harold E Holt Area B (2014) and the Learmonth 
Air Weapons Range (2012), prepared in accordance with EPBC Act legislation. Defence is 
currently updating or preparing new heritage management plans for RAAF Base Learmonth, 
Learmonth Air Weapons Range and Harold E Holt (all areas) to include historic, Indigenous 
and natural heritage values. Development of the plans will include consultation with relevant 
Traditional Owners. Project work has been delayed in 2020 by Covid-19 border closures. 
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Q2. What activities does Defence engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?  

• Defence facilities in the Exmouth Gulf region play important roles in naval 
communications, air operations, air and land exercises, and space and solar observation.  

• Defence is a significant employer in the Exmouth Gulf region providing on-going 
employment at its facilities, including Harold E Holt, RAAF Base Learmonth, the 
Learmonth Air Weapons Range, the Solar Observatory and the Space Surveillance 
Telescope.  

• When major construction projects are undertaken, such as the current Space Surveillance 
Telescope project, temporary employment is also generated within the Exmouth Gulf 
region. 

 

Q3. - What environmental pressures does Defence observe in and around Exmouth 
Gulf?  

The key environmental pressure observed by Defence in and around Exmouth Gulf has been 
identified as: 

Public access pressures 

• Demand for access to the coast on the north-east part of North West Cape including 
Harold E Holt Area A is increasing, with a subsequent requirement for supporting 
infrastructure such as carparks, boat ramps and public amenities.  

• The current lack of sufficient infrastructure leads to inappropriate parking, ‘free campers’, 
access paths to beaches and associated damage to vegetation and dune systems.  

 

Q4. What are the environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf, which affect 
Defence properties and activities? 

Defence has reflected on the potential impacts of current and future developments in and 
around Exmouth Gulf and how these may affect Defence. In general, environmental pressures 
are currently negligible and do not inhibit Defence’s operations. 

Air and Light Pollution:  

• An increase in air pollution increases particles in the air which reduces effectiveness of 
optical telescopes.  The Exmouth Gulf region was selected as the site for the Space 
Surveillance Telescope due to its distance from populated areas and its low light and 
particulate pollution.  

• Development in the Exmouth Gulf region may have an impact on the performance of 
Space Surveillance Telescope sensors. 
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Water Usage 

• All Defence sites source potable water from water supply bore fields.   

• Defence has an operating strategy with the WA Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation (DWER) to manage this resource. 

• Harold E Holt currently provides potable water to Bundegi Beach and the Ningaloo 
Lighthouse Caravan Park within Defence’s licensed abstraction limit. Pressure on 
Defence’s abstraction limit is growing in proportion to the growth of both Defence and 
non-Defence activities, and there will come a time when Defence may have to prioritise 
use of its potable water supply. 

• Detailed per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) site investigations and ecological 
risk assessments have been undertaken at three Defence locations on the North West 
Cape: Harold E Holt Areas A and B, and RAAF Base Learmonth, with PFAS found to 
pose a low risk to human health and ecosystems. The publicly accessible reports are 
available via https://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/.   

Climate Change 

• Climate impacts have been felt in the area for a number of years. In 1999, a storm surge 
associated with Cyclone Vance saw Harold E Holt Areas A and B inundated with sea 
water. Although the Defence facilities are designed to handle cyclones, an increase in 
cyclone activity has the potential to cause disruption to Defence’s operational capability 

• Climate change also has the potential to impact Defence’s infrastructure. In the Exmouth 
Gulf region, climate risks with respect to storm surge, erosion, sea-level rise and flooding 
have been considered for Defence sites.  

• Updated climate modelling is leveraged from local council sites when minor works and 
repairs are undertaken. Climate risk, analysis and adaptation options are also developed in 
line with the National Disaster Risk Reduction framework.  

Energy 

• An integrated electricity grid does not reach the Exmouth Gulf. Energy is supplied 
through diesel generators, where liquid fuel is shipped in through the Exmouth Gulf, and 
via a natural gas supply which is trucked into the region. While this does not prevent 
Defence capability being delivered, and is not observed to be an environmental pressure, 
options for diversifying supply in support of resilience are limited without self-generation. 

Waste and Recycling Services 

• Waste and recycling services within the Exmouth Gulf are limited, with corresponding 
pressure placed on landfill sites. While this does not prevent Defence capability being 
delivered, it does impact Defence’s ability to promote the circular economy principles 
advocated within the National Waste Policy. 

Public Access and Eco-tourism 
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• There are a number of parcels of Defence land on the Exmouth Gulf coast including 
Harold E Holt Areas A and B that are subject to public visitation pressures. Security 
management and limiting damage to sand dunes and coastal vegetation remain a 
challenge, however neither issue prevents Defence capability being delivered.  

• Defence allows eco-tourism activities to be based from Point Murat Navy Pier via a lease 
to a commercial scuba diving company. This is a long-standing arrangement, but its future 
depends on the ongoing health of the marine environment inside Exmouth Gulf. 

• Defence is acutely aware of the need for Defence operations, activities and decisions to 
preserve the health of the Marine Park and the local environment generally. The World 
Heritage listed Ningaloo Marine Park, which includes Harold E Holt Area A, Point Murat 
Navy Pier and Learmonth Air Weapons Range, is the backbone of a very strong eco-
tourism industry in the Exmouth region. 

 

Q5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are 
aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?  

• Defence intends to maintain its current presence in the Exmouth Gulf for the foreseeable 
future.  

• Defence aims to be a leader in sustainable environmental management. Where 
developments are planned such as new, expanded or replacement facilities or activities, 
consultation with regional stakeholders including the Exmouth Council, Ningaloo World 
Heritage Area committee and Traditional Owners is a key part of established Defence 
processes. Defence has robust environmental impact assessment and approval processes 
that ensure risks to environmental values are identified and mitigated. 

• There are a number of proposed developments Defence is aware of that pose a potential 
risk to Defence activities. The types of environmental pressures include: 

Electro-magnetic pollution and disturbance 

• Defence understands that the Subsea 7 project is proposed to be located adjacent to 
RAAF Base Learmonth. This site is located within the high frequency receive site noise 
protection zone for Area C of Harold E Holt.  

• This proposal has the potential to significantly impact on the operation of the Harold E 
Holt high frequency receive facility, due to the relative proximity of the proposed 
pipeline fabrication plant. Defence relies on the electro-magnetically quiet environment 
of the Exmouth Gulf region for operation of the facility. 

• Defence has had separate discussions with relevant WA state and local government 
agencies regarding this matter.  

Light pollution  

• Additional light pollution may impact performance of optical space surveillance sensors, 
for example, the proposed redevelopment of the Ningaloo Lighthouse Holiday Park. 



- 12 - 
 

 

Marine Infrastructure  

• Defence is aware of the proposed development of a commercial deep water port / wharf 
facility at Mowbowra Creek industrial area, which may increase risks of environmental 
pollution.  

Air Safety 

• Any new proposal in and around the Exmouth Gulf may carry an element of aviation risk 
and potentially impact military flying activities. 

• Encroachment or restriction on the efficacy or use of the Defence Practice Area, North 
West Exercise Area, from linear infrastructure (i.e. gas pipelines, power or 
telecommunications cables) would be counterproductive to the original intent of the 
gazetted area. 
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Part C - Defence conclusions 

• Defence has a low impact on the Exmouth Gulf region’s high value environment, and 
manages its facilities in a sustainable manner in line with Defence environmental policies 
and the Commonwealth EPBC Act. 

• Defence is one of the principal employers in the Exmouth region, and provides 
permanent employment for a significant number of permanent Exmouth residents. 

• Environmental pressures associated with current development are not currently impacting 
Defence’s use of the area, and the facilities were sited in the region because of its pristine 
environment. 

• Defence is happy to facilitate in-person briefings or to discuss its environmental 
management and use of Exmouth Gulf area at any time. 
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