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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Academia

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

The Exmouth Gulf has significant environmental values as it harbours a unique combination of habitats for wildlife, including mudflats, mangroves, coral reef and

sandy bays. The mangrove habitats provide vital nursery area for fish species that then move out to Ningaloo Reef, supporting the food web as well as social

activities such as scuba diving and recreational fishing. The Gulf also supports regionally significant populations of dugong and manta ray, both of which are

threatened and protected species. Humpback whales use the Gulf for sheltering with their calves. The proposed developments for a port facility and pipeline

fabrication plant will have a huge negative impact on these unique ecosystems and fauna if they are allowed to go ahead, due to increased sedimentation created

during their construction, which will smother reefs and mangroves, increased vessel traffic which will lead to whale str kes and noise pollution, and chemical

pollution from shipping and industrial activity. The increased movement of vessels will also lead to greater risks of invasive species being introduced to the area,

which could have catastrophic impacts on local marine life. Overall, the Exmouth Gulf is a unique and precious ecosystem that should be protected from any

industrial development at all costs.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

I am a researcher at the who has been studying recreational activity in the Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Marine Park over the last 5

years, particularly recreational fishing. The Exmouth Gulf has a huge draw for tourism and recreation, as it provides so many unique opportunities for whale

watching, scuba diving and fishing. Also, an artificial reef system has just been installed in the Gulf which has proved popular with recreational fishers.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Currently there is commercial trawl fishing for prawns in the Exmouth Gulf, which damages fragile seabed communities and stirs up sediment which can smother

reefs and mangrove habitats. There is also oil and gas infrastructure encroaching ever closer to the Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Marine Park, which causes

negative impacts from noise pollution due to extra vessel traffic, and the risk of a catastrophic incident such as a spill, which could destroy unique habitats in the

Gulf and the marine park forever. The Pilbara region is becoming increasingly industrialised, which I find very concerning as this used to be one of the most

pristine wilderness areas in the world, with globally significant populations of dugong, turtle nesting sites, humpback whale aggregations and shark and ray

diversity. Further industrial developments in the Gulf, such as the Subsea 7 proposal and the recent plan for a shared port facility would create extra vessel traffic,

noise pollution and chemical pollution. There is a very real risk of vessel str kes occurring for whales, as the young calves are naive to vessels. Extra noise from

vessels would also disturb the whales during this critical part of their life cycle, by preventing them from communicating through sound. The chemical pollution

could irreparably damage fragile reef habitats in and around the gulf. Large volumes of sediment would also be displaced by the developments, smothering coral

reefs, seagrass and other sensitive habitats. The increased land traffic from construction and operation of these facilities would generate air, noise and light

pollution for the area.



4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

The increasing industrialisation of the Pilbara region and the approach of oil and gas developments closer to Exmouth Gulf and the marine park are having

impacts on marine life through increasing noise pollution, chemical pollution and greater potential for vessel strikes which can kill whales and turtles. Further

developments could greatly damage habitats and marine life in the Exmouth Gulf as outlined above. Specifically, the construction of the pipeline fabrication facility

and/or port facility would displace huge quantities of sediment, which would almost certainly smother and kill many sections of coral reef, seagrass and

mangroves in the Gulf. As these are critical nursery habitats for fish, there would be substantial negative impacts on populations of fish as well. This would harm

tourism businesses, particularly in the case of recreational fishing.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

The continued encroachment of oil and gas developments closer to the Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Reef is deeply concerning, as there is heightened risk of a

catastrophic incident such as an oil spill occurring. This would forever damage and destroy key habitats of global significance in the area and wipe out tourism

businesses.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

Exmouth Gulf and the Ningaloo Reef are iconic locations with a national and international reputation for their natural beauty, drawing visitors from all over the

world. The ecotourism and recreational fishing tourism opportunities on offer in this area employ the majority of people in the town, however proposed industrial

developments would damage the reputation of the Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Marine Park and put many of these jobs and the local economy at risk.

Please do not approve either the Subsea 7 pipeline facility or port facility proposals, as they would forever damage this unique place and its incredible marine life.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.




