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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

The Exmouth Gulf has unique outstanding universal value that is important environmentally, socially, and culturally. Environmentally, Exmouth Gulf is an integral

and connected part of Ningaloo Reef. Exmouth Gulf has a wide range of amazing wildlife - marine and bird life. This includes humpback whales and their calves,

pygmy blue whales, orcas, whalesharks, sawfish, sea snakes sharks, dolphins, dugongs, green and loggerhead turtles, manta rays, rays, prawns, crabs, squid,

octopus, egrets, sea eagles, ospreys, godwits, curlews, sandpipers, and even a rate jabiru. These values also extend to the algal mats, mangroves, coral, and

seagrass.

I believe the local Indigenous peoples' connection to the Exmouth Gulf is not fully yet understood or shared with the wider community. I believe that the traditional

owners do have a strong connection with Exmouth Gulf.

From a social context, I believe Exmouth locals are strongly connected to Exmouth Gulf. Engagement in the natural environment has

both a restorative and a protective benefit to locals’ mental health and wel being, and this is supported by two psychological theories, Attention Restoration

Theory (where natural environments help us to restore our limited capacity for direct attention) and Stress Reduction Theory (where humans have an innate

desire to affiliate with natural environments and that humans derive positive experiences from this connection, both physically and psychologically). Due to

access bility, given its close proximity to town, locals see, utilise, benefit, and enjoy Exmouth Gulf on a daily basis.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

 enjoy many (almost daily) activities on Exmouth Gulf. These include: wildlife watching, bird

watching, swimming, snorkeling, diving, fishing, crabbing, squidding, kayaking, boating, camping, walking, exercising, exploring - rock pools, mud flats,

mangroves, creeks, islands, tidal flats, new adventures and areas. We enjoy theses activities from our boat and from the shore. We engage in these activities as

a family, for stress reduction, for restoration, and for general enjoyment. We often engage in these activities socially with friends who live in Exmouth - either

wildlife watching, boating, exploring, camping, bbqs, birthdays, etc) as well as with family and friends that visit. For the most part we spend more time enjoying

Exmouth Gulf, as opposed to Ningaloo Reef. We always collect rubbish along the beach, on and in the water, and out kids do this to contribute to protecting the

pristine environment.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

I applaud the EPA for taking an holistic approach to examine the cumulative impact of industrial proposals on Exmouth Gulf. The environmental pressures of

proposed industrial projects will impact on the outstanding universal value of the Exmouth Gulf and in turn on Ningaloo Reef. I think there will be ongoing and

persistent individual, corporate and other pressure to develop Exmouth Gulf and have it become the southern end of the Pi bara. The outstanding universal

values Exmouth Gulf has need to be protected for environmental, cultural and social sustainability.



4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

As mentioned above, because Exmouth locals utilise the Exmouth Gulf to benefit their Mental Health, anything that impacts on its unique outstanding universal

values impacts on the Mental Health of locals

 Exmouth community members are at greater risk for suicide given we are in a remote location. During COVID-19 there were recommendations

that people were not to go out on their boats

, as environmental threats to the

Exmouth Gulf have a potential increased risk o suicide for  eco-anxiety in relation to

environmental threats to the Exmouth Gulf . Environmental pressures also decrease social cohesion, adding to the increased distress and wellbeing of community

members. All of these issues impact on local children, adults, individuals, and families, and are preventable if environmental impacts are negated, permanently.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

Subsea 7, Gascoyne Gateway, limestone, fresh water concerns. These are the known proposals. I implore the EPA to protect the outstanding universal values of

the Exmouth Gulf, and protect the mental health and wel being of our community members and the community as a whole.

COVID-19 saw approximately 20 000 people visit Exmouth, to enjoy the outstanding universal values and natural environment. The town of Dampier, was not

afforded the same economic benefits of tourism. This highlights the economic benefits of protecting Exmouth Gulf, as its protection has financial benefit to local

individuals and businesses.

High speed broadband will offer employment opportunities for our town, with people making a 'Gulf and Reef' change. Technology provides exponential

opportunities for local children and youth people.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

The environmental impacts continue to impact on the mental health of our community members and community. Please prevent this, and at the same time protect

the universal outstanding values and unique diversity and natural environment of Exmouth Gulf. Please also protect the outstanding universal values for tourists -

West Australian, Australian and internationally (when borders reopen) - for today and future generations. I remember as an adult reflecting on the fore-vision of

John Septimous Roe and John Forrest in setting aside Kings Park to be enjoyed by all. I hope the members of the EPA can have this same fore-vision for

Exmouth Gulf.

Attached is a copy of my presentation I provided to the EPA earlier this year in relation to the a proposed development for the Gulf.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.



If you ask anyone why they choose to live in Exmouth – the reason they state 
has something to do with the natural environment. Evidence confirming this can be 
found in the results of repeated community surveys conducted by the Shire of 
Exmouth that identify the number one thing residents love about living in Exmouth is 
the local natural environment and that residents want to protect it.  It’s not an easy 
environment to live in, and people make sacrifices to be here. 

 highlighted the importance of relationships in all 
aspects of our being.  What I have come to realise over time  

 is that there are two specific relationships that positively impact on 
Exmouth locals’ mental health and wellbeing. Firstly, the symbiotic relationship 
between locals and their natural environment, and I use the term ‘their’ as in locals 
believe in their right to beneficial use of the local natural environment.   Engagement 
in the natural environment has both a restorative and a protective benefit to locals’ 
mental health and wellbeing, and this is supported by two psychological theories, 
Attention Restoration Theory (where natural environments help us to restore our 
limited capacity for direct attention) and Stress Reduction Theory (where humans 
have an innate desire to affiliate with natural environments and that humans derive 
positive experiences from this connection, both physically and psychologically).    

 
 
 

 
   

 the proponent underestimates the importance and 
beneficial use of the Exmouth Gulf to locals. The majority of locals’ engagement with 
the natural environment for restoration and stress recovery activities occurs within 
Exmouth Gulf.  Two locations of particular significance to locals in the Gulf are the 
Bay of Rest and Heron Point, which are highly frequented and camped at by locals.  I 
would say that locals have what would psychologically be referred to as a ‘place 
attachment’ to these two locations specifically. (Place attachment theory can be 
defined as the emotional bond between an individual or a community with a specific 
place that is the source of commitment, responsibility, management, and beneficial 
use of that place).  I believe the proponent has understated the beneficial use and 
psychological benefits to locals of these two specific locations in the Exmouth Gulf, 
and that the majority of Exmouth locals do not want the proposed development to 
go ahead if there are environmental impacts.   many locals 
are experiencing eco-anxiety as a result of this proposal, and this is compounded by 
their awareness and fear that if this proposal were to be approved, it will inevitably 
open the door for future industrial developments in the Gulf resulting in possible loss 
of tourism jobs, impacts on wildlife and habitats, and loss of the natural 
environment.  Further exacerbating locals’ eco-anxiety, is their fears of sacrificing the 
natural environmental for job opportunities, if the jobs opportunities do not 
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