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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Private Citizen

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.: 

I associate many environmental values with the Exmouth Gulf, and also social values. 

 

Environmentally, it provides a varied and unique habitat for a very diverse set of wildlife. It provides a refuge for many species. For example, migrating cetaceans 

of varying species (we have even witnessed a blue whale here!) and migrating shorebirds (all the way from areas such as Siberia). 

 

On a more year round basis, it is a home for many species that are cherished by the community such as dugongs, dolphins, turtles etc. It provides a nursery for 

many of the species seen on the Ningaloo Reef, for example sharks, rays, sea snakes, invertebrates and recreationally valued fish species. It is also home to 

some of the most unique marine flora, and this is still being discovered. 

 

Many of these species are of a high conservation status globally yet the Exmouth Gulf most likely provides a refuge for them. However we have not yet had the 

time to assess their status in this region and therefore do not yet understand exactly how important this area may be for them. 

 

We absolutely love how the Gulf is relatively untouched. Like many other locals we spend our days exploring and enjoying nature in it's element there. It's 

amazing to be able to see so much in one afternoon. Last week one afternoon we spent no more than 2 hours in the boat just south of town around the industrial 

area, and in that time managed to see 3 groups of dugongs (all mother and calves), 2 pods of dolphins (different species), many many turtles, baby sharks and 

rays. This is actually typical for this area, it is not unusual and this is why we love this place. There are very few places you can see all that in a short boat ride on 

a very regular basis. It is absolutely so special. 

 

We love that we can choose a beach south of town and swim off the shore to spear a fish for dinner. Not many places in the world is it easy or simple to swim off 

the beach and spear a trout of size and come back in to cook it right there and then. There is little boat traffic compared to larger towns and so it is peaceful, safe 

and quiet. 

 

Socially it's an extremely important area for Exmouth locals and visitors. Considering the town sits on the Exmouth Gulf, it is where most locals spend their 

weekends, especially the beaches south of town, all the way to the Bay of Rest and beyond. 

In the summer time, despite the heat it actually becomes the area for locals escaping the south westerly winds of the west side. As the west side is a good 

30-40mins drive away, the Exmouth Gulf provides an area much closer with calm waters especially great for families and pets (as dogs aren't allowed most 

places on the west side). 

 

It's a calm, quiet, peaceful area for locals. It's a place where you can enjoy the sounds of the birds, gentle lapping of the water on the sand, explore the rock pools 

on the low tide. It's a great place to start or end your day, or spend your day off. This is where we enjoy what we moved here for. 

 

It's where friends meet, and families picnic for the day. There's space for groups to spread out all the way from Bundegi down to the bottom of the Gulf and that



allows everyone to have their place and privacy. This is one of the main reasons why we live here. We like the peace, the quiet, the fact that it isn't industrial and

there is plenty of space for us all to enjoy, in this very very aesthetically beautiful place.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

* Work 

* Research 

* Recreational :

- Spearfishing,

- boating

- snorkelling

- kayaking to watch wildlife

- scuba diving

- wildlife watching from the boat

- wildife watching from shore

- beach walking with and without dogs

- camping

- social gatherings

- sailing

- exercise (yoga and walking, running)

- aerial flights to look at wildlife

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Oil and gas support boats

Prawning industry

Tourism operations

Recreational boat users

Recreational/sports fishing/spearfishing

Recreational beach users

Jetskis

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

Oil and gas support boats

Prawning industry

Tourism operations

Recreational boat users

Recreational/sports fishing/spearfishing

Recreational beach users

Jetskis

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

Gascoyne Gateway

Subsea 7

Unsure about how Seadragon project is currently affecting gulf if at all

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

Please consider the fact that not only do we not yet understand the way fauna uses the gulf and its importance to the Ningaloo Reef ecosystem, but I simply feel

that if the Gulf is industrialised we have much more to lose than just the wildlife. Not only does this town survive on wildlife, but in a social sense the Gulf means

so much to us. If this area becomes a town with those type of projects, many of the locals like myself will feel we have lost the paradise that we moved here for,

and care for so much.

I feel there are alternatives to boosting employment in this region if necessary and do not believe the proposed projects align with the values we place on this

region.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded



8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.



EXMOUTH GULF CONSULTATION SUBMISSION   

Date: 8-11-2020 

Dear Board of EPA 

I am writing  to 

record the biodiversity and distribution of elasmobranchs in the Ningaloo/Exmouth Gulf region. 

My research  and 

Citizen Science – which utilizes the tourism industry and local recreational ocean users in order to record 

shark and ray species.  

During the past four years the project has recorded almost 5000 individual sightings consisting of 56 species. 

Considering the restricted methods of the project this is a remarkable level of biodiversity and is likely to be 

an underestimation that would see an increase using additional research methods. To give some 

perspective, this level of elasmobranch biodiversity is similar to that in the GBRMP (Great Barrier Reef 

Marine Park), which is around 32 times larger in area.  

PROTECTED SPECIES 

My projects species list includes the following Protected species that hold the following state and national 

listings: 

 

At least four of the five species from the above table are present in the Exmouth Gulf, with the exception of 

P. clavata which was recorded in the Ningaloo Marine Park adjacent to the gulf (and may occur inside the 

gulf). Aside from the state and national listings, the SAFS (Status of Australian Fish Stocks) rating of P. zijsron 

and P. clavata have been determined to be “Depleted” according to the Shark & Ray Report Card 2019 by 

Simpfendorfer et al. 2019 (https://www.sharkreportcard.org/). 

A sighting of a juvenile Pristis sp. (of around 70cm) in the Exmouth Gulf was unable to be identified to 

species level but was most likely P. zijsron or P. clavata based on identification features. All other sawfish 

recorded on my database have been adult P. zijsron specimens. The Kailis Prawn fishery also reports variable 

yearly incidental bycatch of sawfish (this can be seen in the yearly State of the Fisheries reports although size 

and sex is not recorded) however data collection only began in recent years therefore it is difficult to 

determine any trends in catch rates at this stage. Although some are released alive, reports indicate that 

some are euthanized.  

There is a known P. zijsron nursery north-east of the Exmouth Gulf in Onslow, however it is not yet 

understood how this species uses the gulf. Industrialisation of this area may provide additional pressure on 

this species. 

Scientific name Common name Class

WA 

Status 

(ranking)

EPBC 

Status 

(ranking)

Carcharias taurus grey nurse shark FISH VU VU

Carcharodon carcharias great white shark FISH VU VU & MI

Pristis clavata dwarf sawfish FISH P1 VU

Pristis zijsron green sawfish FISH VU VU

Rhincodon typus whale shark FISH OS VU



Mature male and female C. taurus visit the Exmouth Gulf on a seasonal basis, and are seen regularly on the 

Exmouth Navy Pier dive. However, as they have not yet been tagged it is unknown which other areas of the 

gulf they utilize. 

My research reveals adult C. carcharias are present in the Exmouth Gulf at least during the winter months, 

and also nearby (Lighthouse Bay) during summer months. 

Whale sharks (with an SAFS rating of Depleted) have also been sighted frequently in the Exmouth Gulf in the 

summer months. 

OTHER SPECIES WITH A HIGH CONSERVATION STATUS 

Of the total species recorded on my database, and according to the IUCN global Redlist: 

• 7 are assessed as Critically Endangered  

• 5 are assessed as Endangered  

• 17 are assessed as Vulnerable  

• 10 are assessed as Near Threatened 

• 12 are assessed as Least Concern  

• 4 are assessed as Data Deficient  

Of the 7 species classified as globally Critically Endangered, there are frequent sightings of the following 

species in the Exmouth Gulf: 

• Bottlenose Wedgefish (Rhynchobatus australiae) 

• Giant Guitarfish (Glaucostegus typus) 

• Great Hammerhead (Sphyrna mokarran) 

And more sporadic sightings of the following species: 

• Shark Ray (Rhina ancylostoma) 

R. australiae, R. ancylostoma and G. typus are collectively known as “Rhino Rays” belonging to the families 

Rhinidae and Glaucostegidae. These are now considered the most threatened marine fishes in the world 

(overtaking sawfish), due to being fished heavily across their range. Undisturbed habitats within Australia 

that contain these species and lack commercial fisheries serve as a “lifeboat” for them. My research is 

suggesting that this area may be a hotspot for this group of rays, and areas of the gulf are potential nurseries 

at least for G. typus, and possibly others. 

My project has recorded interannual presence of neonatal G. typus at various locations in the Exmouth Gulf, 

such as Giralia Bay, Bay of Rest and other locations between Point Murat and the Bay of Rest. Although 

presence of neonates alone does not confirm the status of a nursery, interannual presence is one of the 

criteria that needs to be met in determining a location as a nursery. In order to satisfy other criteria to 

determine those areas as nurseries, further research is required such as mark-recapture studies or acoustic 

telemetry. 

I have sightings in this region of adult male and female R. ancylostoma, and this area may be a potentially 

important reproductive area for this rare species, although it is still unclear to what extent they utilize the 

gulf habitats. I also have multiple sightings of adult and subadult R. australiae from Point Murat extending 

south to Doole Islandin the bottom of the Gulf. 



My database contains multiple sightings of mature S. mokarran (assessed as Critically Endangered globally, 

with an SAFS rating of Depleted) in the Exmouth Gulf at various times of the year. The project has also 

recorded a neonatal scalloped hammerhead (Sphyrna lewini – assessed as Critically Endangered globally, 

also with an SAFS rating of Depleted) just north of the Bay of Rest. Again, this sighting alone does not deem a 

nursery, however more research is required. 

Of those species considered Endangered globally, the database contains sightings of the following in the 

Exmouth Gulf: 

• Ornate Eagle Ray (Aetomylaeus vespertilio) 

• Zebra shark (Stegostoma tigrinum) 

The Ornate Eagle Ray appears very rare, this may be naturally so and very little is known of them. There are 

also sightings of zebra sharks throughout the region, comprising of both adult male and females and 

juveniles/transitionals. I also have records of courtship behaviour amongst this species, suggesting this 

region may be an important reproductive area for them. 

SUMMARY 

I understand that the global listing of species is not taken into consideration in many cases as it is not 

necessarily an indication of their local status.  However, a number of the species recorded in the Gulf are 

Protected species with a high conservation status on both State, National and International levels.  

Additionally, little is known of the population of many of these species in the Exmouth Gulf/Ningaloo region, 

and we have a very limited understanding on how these species use the region. The Exmouth Gulf (which 

lacks large commercial fishing operations and industrial developments such as areas further north and also 

south) could potentially provide a refuge for these species.  

If development is allowed to occur prematurely in this region there is a possibility that an area of refuge for 

highly threatened and protected species will be impacted by industrialization before the necessary research 

is conducted in order to understand the level of importance of this habitat. It seems prudent to first 

understand the use of the gulf by these species, particularly those that are highly depleted in the rest of their 

range globally. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if necessary. 

Kind Regards, 
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