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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Other

If other, please specify.:

 have been involved in research for many years

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

I consider Exmouth Gulf to have very important environmental values. The Mangrove systems are the nursery area for the whole Ningaloo Reef. Mangoves are

on of the few organisms that can fix nitrogen and thus supply nutrients to sustain the whole ecosystem. Exmouth Gulf is a very important area of seagrass beds

which sustain the endangered Dugongs. It is also a major nursery area for Humpback whales

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

Boating and wild-life photography. Some shore fishing. We also do a lot of bird watching and photography onshore, in areas like Qualing Creek. Qualing Creek is

the only place on the whole North-West Cape where fresh water is present in pools, attracting large numbers of birds. This area has previously been ignored by

local planners. It should be a Nature Reserve.

We also spend time every year checking areas for wildlife and monitoring the recovery of the corals.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

The huge increase in tourism numbers this year has had a major impact on fishing in in-shore waters. While searching for wild-life we frequently put out trolling

lines. This year we would have spent more than 20 hours trolling and not hooked up one Spanish Mackerel.

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

no comment

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

The industrialisation of the Cape is a major concern - the Subsea 7 proposal and the GatewayPort proposal. The two current proposals will greatly increase silt

levels in the Gulf. There are further concerns regarding Ballast water - Please see the attachment.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:



7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.



Ningaloo Reef - Western Australia’s own coral reef is the jewel in the crown 
of our state’s tourism. Almost all Australians are now familiar with our unique 
reef and its whale sharks. All Australians are now also aware of the threats to 
the Great Barrier Reef from warming seas. Ningaloo has not been spared this 
destruction in the last 30 years. Any development that threatens the survival 
of our coral reefs on the east or west coast should be resisted. 
 
First there is good news. Many Western Australians will not be aware that the 
Ningaloo Reef was devastated in the 1980s by a plague of marine snail that 
killed up to 99% of the corals on the fringing reef in many areas. It has since 
suffered insults from oceanic warming events, and some of the most violent 
tropical storms ever to hit Australian shores. Cyclone Vance in 1999, 
destroyed the last remaining vibrant reef in Exmouth Gulf - the Bundegi Reef 
- which had survived all the previous insults. The reefs died because of 
massive siltation caused by water running off the overgrazed pastoral lands 
surrounding the Exmouth Gulf. 
 
The good news is that, at last after 21 years there is now signs of recovery of 
the southern end of Bundegi Reef  in Exmouth Gulf, with 50% coral cover in 
some areas. On the west coast there are also some areas that are recovering 
well. The Sanctuary zone at Tantabiddi is spectacular.  There are many 
areas however that are still a coral graveyard. 
 
So, the big issue is SILT. The reason we have coral reefs so close to shore in 
WA is that there are no big rivers delivering silt into our inshore waters.  
Queensland has big rivers and coral does not grow close to the coast. Any 
industry that stirs up silt  will damage corals and halt the recovery of our 
reefs. 
 
The bad news is that the recovery of the Ningaloo Reefs is now threatened by 
a new bogey - the Industrialisation of the North West Cape. The 
Subsea-Seven proposal to build pipelines in Exmouth Gulf will be the first 
step in allowing the Oil Industry to establish a base in Exmouth Gulf.  The 
dredging, the huge tugs and the chains dragging across the bottom from 
10km of pipeline will inevitably cause massive siltation. 
 
We now are confronted with a proposal to establish a deep water port in 
Exmouth Gulf.  This will require major dredging works to provide adequate 
depth for ships. This will inevitably greatly increase silt levels. 
 
However Ports introduce other major threats. Ships visiting ports discharge 
ballast water from foreign waters, and there is a major risk of introduction of 
destructive marine organisms - plagues of creatures that can devastate our 
unique environment. The first reports of Drupella Cornus destroying a coral 
reef came from  Okinawa, Japan in the 1980s. It may well be that the 



Drupella species that destroyed our reefs later in the 1980s was introduced to 
the WA coast by ships from Japan. 
 
The deep water Port proposal is cloaked in a veneer creating an illusion  that 
it is eco-friendly -  they will get power from solar panels. The site of the new 
port is so inappropriate it makes their eco-friendly intentions laughable. The 
industrial complex will surround the incredibly important Qualing creek, and it 
is suggested that the creek will be “filled-in”.  This is the only place on the 
whole of the North West Cape, where fresh water seeps to the surface 
creating fresh water pools. In the desert environment of North West Cape 
Qualing pool is unique, providing fresh water for wildlife. This area should 
immediately be declared a nature reserve. 
 
The creeks that flow out of the Cape Range are there for a reason. I suspect 
that the developers have never seen these creeks in full flood after a tropical 
storm. It is not uncommon for several hundred mm of rain to fall in a few 
hours. These creeks become raging torrents. The idea that one can simply fill 
in one of these creeks is fatuous.  
 
The people of Western Australia need an assurance from Government, both 
at a Federal, State and local level that there is a commitment to conserve this 
unique environment, and that nothing will be done that can possibly 
jeopardise the recovery of corals on our unique Ningaloo Reef. 
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