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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Private Citizen

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

Environmentally the Exmouth Gulf has significant values. They are one of the few remaining refuges for a host of significant, migratory and threatened species.

The recently declared IUCN Important Marine Mammal Area (IMMA) gives an indication to the importance of this area for cetaceans, with dugong, dolphins,

humpback whales and even blue whales (!) using the Gulf. The importance of the Exmouth Gulf as a resting and nursing area for humpback whales is only now

just starting to be fully understood.

A recent paper identified how quiet (underwater) the Gulf is, and outlined that this is so important for cetaceans, particularly mother and calf pairs.

Many of the sandy spits, mud flats, significant intertidal area and islands of the Gulf provide habitat for seabirds and shorebirds, some critically endangered and

many protected under international agreements. There are also IBAs and KBAs (along the eastern side of the Gulf and on Sunday Island just north of the Gulf)

which recognise the important of this area for birds.

The islands of the Gulf also provide a refuge for native and threatened species away from some of the threats of the mainland (feral animals, weeds, cars, people,

light pollution, etc...).

Culturally the islands have a rich archaeological history, many of the southern gulf islands are covered in Gnulli determination area and are important to Baiyungu

traditional owners.

Socially, the Gulf is important as it is an important area for recreational users, locals and visitors to the islands. People value being able to ‘explore’ an

‘untouched’ wilderness, see wildlife, and experience an environment in it’s natural state. It also supports a commercial fishery.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

Boating, snorkelling, diving, fishing, bird watching, whale and cetacean watching, wildlife appreciation.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Increasing visitation and a town that cannot cope ( in terms of accommodation, water supply, waste management, infrastructure, medical facilities, etc.) with the

levels of visitation we are experience and with what growth is predicted.

Light pollution from vessels, coastal infrastructure and development.

Underwater noise pollution from vessels and development.

Disturbance to wildlife.

Habitat abandonment due to disturbance ( has happened on a few Gulf islands and beaches with nesting terns abandoning previously used nesting habitat).

Prawn trawlers damaging sensitive benthic habitats which provide habitat for a diversity of marine life and act and a nursery habitat for oceanic and reef species.

Sedimentation from vessels dredging.



4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

Similar to those listed above- increased numbers of vessels, recreational and commercial. Recreationally, there are a lot more people getting out and about on

their boats, with increased visitation to the area, more money from mining and increased affordability of boats.

Commercially- tourism, fishing and commercial vessels are 8 creasing in number and the ‘season’ is extending.

The impacts listed below affect me as I hold significant value in the Gulf and islands remaining a healthy and up disturbed habitat for marine, terrestrial and aerial

wildlife. I value the relatively untouched nature of the Gulf and do now want that to be jeopardised by unneeded and unwanted development.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

Subsea 7pipeline, mining tenements, salt mining, deep sea port, potential rezoning of coastal land that adjoins the Gulf, port nearOnslow, etc.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

This is not a suitable habitat and area for development, and there is not a demand or need for it! The value of the Gulf is too significant for this to be an option!

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.




