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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

The Exmouth Gulf is a sheltered habitat for countless species of megafauna, corals, sea snakes, mantas, migratory species and sea grass beds. All of which are

relying on the pristine wilderness that the gulf provides. Presently the gulf is a wonderland and I’m always finding new species which I had not previously seen

days prior. This is a nursery habitat where countless species reproduce, develop and care for young. Currently we see little to no invasive or introduced species

and in my eyes is the definition of a wilderness environment. The gulf also acts as a source location for species which later overflow and inhabit the Ningaloo

Reef world heritage area. These two systems are intrinsically linked and any impacts which affect the gulf could also have serious impacts on the health of

Ningaloo Reef into the future. The risks of pollution from oil spills and fuel loads, dredging from large developments will smother seagrass beds and coral habitats,

the risk of introduced invasive species entering on the hulls and ballast water of commercial international and travelling vessels and the increased traffic of large

vessels could pose a significant threat to migratory and resident species caring for young within the sheltered habitats of Exmouth gulf. Larger wakes and engine

noise can cause harm to species who reside within the gulf as well as increasing the turbulence of waters causing increased sediment movement and the

potential to smother habitats and seagrass beds. Prawn and other fishing industries rely on this area and have opporated for a long period of time setting a goal

for other similar industries around the world due to its ongoing productivity and effective management over a long time frame.

Socially speaking the gulf is a lifeline for locals and visiting tourists alike. The community uses this region to collect food to feed their families as well as a relaxing

escape and for leisure activities. Businesses operate both in the commercial fishing sector as well as tourism sightseeing tours. These operations are relying on

the ongoing health and prosperity of the Exmouth Gulf and further development could threaten preexisting businesses which have a long vested interest in the

health of Exmouth Gulf.

Culturally speaking there are numerous Culturally Significant sites along the shorelines of Exmouth Gulf particulate along the nearshore zones, creeks,

mangroves and water holes. Some of which are still yet to be fully researched as to there level of significance and cultural history for First Nation people

throughout the Exmouth Region. Development within or around these sites can and will have signicant impacts on these sites and will threaten these culturally

rich sites. Majority of these sites include scatters/artifacts, burial grounds and places of meeting for past generations of indigenous inhabitants. There are still

numerous sites which have not yet been found and the potential to discover these sites and cultural valuable locations could be lost if rapid development occurs

within the region. There are numerous signs of historical European usage also including shipwrecks and artifacts which also hold his total value for the region.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

Close to every day where weather permits I spend between 2-5 hours on and within the Exmouth Gulf. Predominantly snorkelling, site seeing with visiting tourists

and other people who reside with the Exmouth community looking at mega fauna (Whales, dolphins, turtles, mantas, dugongs). Spearfishing for food to put on the

table and generally e plotting this relatively untouched wilderness area. Every day we enter Exmouth Gulf there are new sites to see and every seasonal change

brings with it new species, new born animals and exceptional habitats of corals which were previously unseen to my eyes. The Exmouth Gulf is pristine and one

of the most diverse habitats I have seen compared to anywhere else in the world.



3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Human use does have an impact on the Exmouth Gulf and we can fluctuations in fish numbers due to fishing and spearing within the region. This year it is

especially significant due to the unprecedented usage of the gulf by tourism and recreational pressure. Fuel loads from boating is already a minor factor within

Exmouth Gulf and I can only see that increasing its load of the gulf is opened to large scale commercial vessels, dredging and sediment fluctuations which could

cause smothering effects on sensitive seagrass habitats and mangrove systems. Interactions between vessels and wildlife is already occurring and would only

increase the likelihood of impacts to species if more engine noise and boats are using this region for recreational and particularly large scale industrial shipping.

The potential for introduced species and invasive species could cause severe impacts to this ecosystem which at present has had very few incursion’s of

introduced species to date. International, interstate and intrastate vessels have introduced an exceptional number of invasive and introduced species in other

ecosystems around Australia in the past some of have completely collapsed due to invasive species within port harbours. I have rehabilitated and studied

numerous sites around Australia and internationally where invasive species have been brought in by vessels which have travelled from foreign seas and caused

these incursions. Some of which are now so badly impacted that it is economically unviable to rehabilitate the region and the biodiversity of the areas has

declined significantly. This causes a collapse in ecosystems and native species abundance.

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

 The likelihood of development

effecting local fish and prawn stocks would have a significant impact on locally based restaurants and commercial fishing industries which have been established

and operating sustainably for a long period of time.  If there is damage caused to the gulf

due to the degradation of habitats within the gulf that could also lead to impacts being spread out and onto the Ningaloo Reef. At present the Ningaloo Region is

well known for being the eco lovers dream holiday location where wilderness and pristine ecosystems are the selling point. Most tourists visiting the region come

here for the wilderness aspects and pristine beaches and clear turquoise waters. If these factors are tarnished then the Ningaloo reputation will be smeared and

dramatically shifted into just another commercially developed area along the Australian coastline.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

Subsea 7 proposal, new cruise ship and fueling station, limestone mining and oil and gas transfer operations as well as increasing tourism all have potential to

degrade the environmental health of the Exmouth Gulf and the Ningaloo Reef World heritage area. These two systems are intrinsically linked. The major factors

which could impact these two ecosystems are dredging of seagrass beds and coral habitats, sediment movement, smothering of habitats, introduced and invasive

species to a relatively untouched ecosystem. Increased acoustic noise around cetaceans and marine species. Oil and fuel loads and the potential for spills which

have drain ally impacted other ecosystems around the world in the past. Increase likelihood of collisions between recreational and commercial vessels with

megafauna and fragile corals/reefs. Impacts on economically important fish and prawn stocks. Impacts to mangrove ecosystems and sheltered habitats.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

Truely healthy Wilderness areas are one of the most finite ecosystems within the world at the present time and they are disappearing throughout the world faster

then ever before. The Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Region is one of the last remaining true wilderness areas left along Australia’s coastline and that in itself is

justification to hold back development within the region. Economically speaking people will travel from international, interstate and intrastate locations to reach

Exmouth for the specific reason of enjoying this wilderness area. That brings with it a boom to local businesses and people living within the region. Future

generations deserve to have one region within Australia which is not at threat from large scale development and exploitation. Future generations deserve to be

able to see habitats and ecosystems which are untouched by human hands and industrial development. I hope that one day future generations can also enjoy the

feeling of being in a place where large scale development is not within eye site as we have been so lucky to enjoy within our lifetime. It is now that this decision

needs to be made to protect this area for future generations so that they can experience nature in its true natural state. I will not sit there and tell my children

when I have them, that this area used to be pristine and thriving with wildlife. Show them pictures of what the area looked like before industrial development took

over. We need one area in Australia where it is still pristine and the value of a untouched wilderness will only increase with time. The economic potential of

wilderness areas and people’s willingness to pay to see them will only increase over time. This area is the perfect zone to establish this form of tourism and be

unlike any other area worldwide, free from large scale development. We can set the bar worldwide as to how wilderness tourism can operate in balance with

nature. There’s nothing special about another overdeveloped coastal stretch of Australia. There is however a very unique opportunity for this region to the worlds

best eco friendly region where the community, economy, tourism, nature and biodiversity can exist as a whole.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.




