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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Private Citizen

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.: 

There are many environmental values I identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf. 

- Exmouth Gulf's environment is considered richer and more significant than scientist's anticipated. 

- In 2004 the World Heritage Consultative Committee recommended the area should be proposed for World Heritage Status 

- Despite its very high conservation values, Exmouth Gulf has disproportionately low conservation protection. As one of the world’s last intact arid-zone estuaries, 

and a system supporting more than 850 species of fish and elasmobranchs, it supports many species listed as rare, endangered, or vulnerable including sea 

turtles, dolphins, dugongs, manta rays, sawfish, sea snakes and migratory birds. 

- 

- The mangroves and shallows of Exmouth Gulf generate much of the marine life that replenishes nearby Ningaloo Reef. Exmouth Gulf is considered Ningaloo 

Reef's nursery 

- The sheltered waters in Exmouth Gulf are an important feeding nursing/ calving habitat for Australian Humpaback dolphin, dugongs and Indo-pacific bottlenose 

dolphins as well as a highly important nursey for Humpback Whales. 

-Exmouth Gulf is recognised as a resting area for Humpback Whales. Resting areas are considered to be critical habitat for Humback Whales as they provide a 

sustainable environment for lactating mothers to feed and raise their young calves. 

- Exmouth Gulf also supports a range of other mega-fauna species dugongs, dolphins, turtles, manta rays, sharks and sea snakes. 

- Numerous species of marine fauna found in Exmouth Gulf are specially protectected under state and federal laws. 

- Exmouth Gulf is considered a marine ecosystem of outstanding biodiversity. 

- Exmouth Gulf supports 790 species of fish, 63 species of sharks and rays, 173 species of crustaceans, 831 species of gastropods, bivalvesand cephalopods 

and 95 species of birds. 

- Exmouth Gulf has been recognised as a global hotspot for sea snakes. Around 15 species has been identified including unique and endangered species. The 

short-nosed sea snake found in Exmouth Gulf was originally thought to be extinct. Exmouth Gulf and the Ningaloo Reef have been identified as having breeding 

populations. Sea snakes are considered to be rapidly declining due to over fishing, pollution and climate change. Recognising and protecting sea snake 

biodiversity hotspots like Exmouth Gulf is increasingly important. 

- Many seabirds and shorebirds rely upon the islands, sand flats and shoreline of Exmouth Gulf. 

- Exmouth Gulf has both migratory birds and others that have permanent habitat. Some, like the Eastern Curlew, Curlew Sandpiper and Bar-Tailed Gotwit, are 

listed as critically endangered. 

-The coastal waters along the east coast of Exmouth Gulf have been recommended for the maximum level of ecological protection. To protect the ecosystem 

services and recreational enjoyment that are provided along the east coast and south of Exmouth Gulf, the coastal waters have been a permanent nursery 

closure area for trawling since 1983 and recommended as a Fish Habitat Protection Area in the draft Fisheries Environmental Management Plan 

- The EPA has already emphasised it's established position on the regional significance of the Exmouth Gulf mangroves and their status as a critical asset of the 

environment during it's assessment of the proposed Yannarie Solar Salt Project (EPA 2008) 

- The mangroves along the south western end of Exmouth Gulf are descr bed in the EPA's guidance statement 1 as Area 1 - Bay of Rest and are classified as 

being of Very High Importance. For Guideline 1 areas, the EPA expects that NO develepment should take place that would adversly affect the mangrove habitat,



the ecological function of these areas and the maintenance of ecological processes which sustain the mangove habitats. It was also noted that proponents should

be aware that where developments are proposed in these areas the EPA will adopt a presumption against finding the proposals environmentally acceptable (

EPA 2001) 

- Exmouth Gulf is used for recreational fishing, whale watching, snorkelling, diving, swimming with Manta rays, sailing, bird watching and photography, spear

fishing, general boating activities, watching the sun and moon rise aswell as having get togethers on the beaches for sunset catch ups and BBQ's. Exmouth Gulf

is widely used by the community in many social gatherings. 

- Whale watching and sunset tours are hugely popular activities with in Exmouth Gulf.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

I regularly scuba dive in and around Exmouth Gulf.

- Snorkel and swim with Manta Rays

-Whale watching

- BBQ's on the beach whilst watching the sunset

- Swimming

- Snorkeling

- Recreational fishing and spear fishing

- Some of my fondest memories are of exploring Exmouth Gulf where we have observed an Antarctic Blue Whale mother and calf, Southern Right Whale mother

and calf, Pygmy Blue Whale, hundreds of False Killer Whales, Tiger Sharks, Hammerheads, Dugongs, Manta Rays and Ocras just to name a few of the most

amazing wildlife that either visits or resides within Exmouth Gulf.

We reguarly explore Exmouth Gulf in many ways both onshore and in the water.

We do alot of beach wa king along the shores within Exmouth Gulf.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

- Climate change

- Global warming

- Cyclone Damage

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

Some of the observations affecting me due to the environmental pressures

- Viewing bleached and damaged corals whilst snorkeling and diving.

- Warmer waters create an increased potancy in Irukandji which flows down on the

Leewin current every year

- Increased UV radiation creates increased sun damage.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

- Industrialisation of Exmouth Gulf.

- Subsea 7's pipe fabrication and launch facility at Heron Point

- Gascoyne Gateway single jetty deep-water port at Qualing Pool

- Salt Mining

- Fracking on Exmouth Gulf's southern and eastern shores

- Offshore Fossil Fuel Industry.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

Exmouth Gulf has massive conservation values that need to be addressed and considered in a time where we are ruining not only our climate but our

environment. We need to start preserving the last intact areas of immense value before we lose it all to industrialisation. I came to Exmouth  and fell

in love with the environment and lifestyle Exmouth and the surrounding areas provide. All that is slowly going to be compromised due to the industrialisation

projects proposed for this area. If I wanted to live in an industrialised area then I would have moved. I chose to live here for the pristine environment and the

amazing wildlife. Tourism has really thrived and Exmouth has increased year after year in visitor numbers to visit this amazing place. All this will be compromised

if the gulf is industrialised. You don't choose to go on holiday to visit a place that is industrialised. We go on holiday to areas that have exactly what Exmouth Gulf

and Ningaloo World Heritage provide. We need to protect our pristine areas that are still intact before we realise that we will never have it the way it was.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.



I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.




