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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

Yes, I am authorised to submit feedback on behalf of an organisation

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Company

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

The Exmouth Gulf is a nursery for Ningaloo Reef. Without the delicate mangrove ecosystems the reef would not exist in its current state. They are mutually

inclusive. There is no balance if one of the components of the reef system is disrupted. Environmentally its protection is just as important as that of Ningaloo Reef.

The Exmouth Gulf is also valued as Exmouth's 'backyard'. Locals use it recreationally to fish, for boating, to escape the crowds of tourists, to exercise, run the

dogs and to camp and socialise. To us its just as beautiful as the west side.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

Boating, Fishing/Squidding, crabbing, swimming, snorkelling, camping.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Increased boat traffic. Theres a mixed use of large commercial vessels, smaller recreational vessels, people snorkelling/diving, jetskis

This year there was definitely an increase in camping. Visitors carving out their own tracks, driving over vegetation and dunes, driving over mangrove areas.

The biggest pressures are those coming from industry. Proposals from Subsea 7 for a pipeline facility and railway plus a proposal for a Deepwater port from

Gascoyne Gateway seem to be just the start of many more proposals to come. People visit this area for its natural beauty and unique environment. Its why

Ningaloo Reef and the Cape Range were included as World Heritage areas. Why risk that? Why then would heavy industry be wanting to develop right on its

doorstep? Do they think that just because the development is not being proposed on the west side of the peninsula , that its safe??? That there won't be

increased traffic into the gulf, that animals that seasonally move between the reef and the west side won't be affected? Travelling through an industrialised area to

arrive at a pristine World Heritage listed area at the end of the road is incongruous .

Sure you can migitate the risks of oil spills and other possible situations however if you increase the number of boats in the area, you increase the industrial use

of the area, you increase dredging etc then those risk factors increase in probability. Its just not a risk that I'm happy to gamble on.

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?



Label:

. If the health of the Exmouth gulf is affected then this will ultimately change Ningaloo Reef. If Humpback Whales no

longer feel safe using the Gulf as a rest area then Ningaloo Reef becomes a transit zone, meaning more whales will travel past, maybe further out to sea 

. If fish stocks are affected in the gulf then the diversity that we encounter on the reef declines.

 Whale sharks aggregate here in increasing numbers each year. Elsewhere they are still hunted and exploited.

Ningaloo Reef is a safe haven for them. If the corals decline, if fish stocks and food sources are affected then it will no longer be a safe or fruitful aggregation area

for them. Right now we know that some Whale sharks remain here year round, many being spotted in the Exmouth gulf during the summer months. 

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

As mentioned in above questions, the two main developments that I believe will have an impact will be the Subsea 7 development and the Gascoyne Gateway

deepwater port.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

There are so many creatures that are endemic to the Exmouth Gulf such as sawfish and seasnakes. Fossilised reef, habitats for migratory birds, shark nursery,

sponge gardens, dugong feeding grounds are all found within the gulf. It may not be white beaches and colourful corals but it doesn't make it any less special. It

needs to be protected just as the reef is.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.




