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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Private Citizen

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.: 

I am really grateful that I was able to visit the Exmouth Gulf in August 2020. Below I have listed all the environmental, social and cultural values what I associate 

with the Exmouth Gulf area. These associations are both first-hand (i.e. I was fortunate enough to see or experience these values), or second-hand (i.e. obtained 

through reading and learning about the area). 

 

The overarching “value” that I associate with the Exmouth Gulf is the intact and unique diversity of ecosystems, and of marine, terrestrial, and subterranean biota. 

This degree of ecological integrity and diversity is increasingly rare at a global scale, and cannot be effectively replicated, offset or protected ex-situ. Before 

moving to Australia I knew about the uniqueness of the Exmouth Gulf through the Hope Spot initiative led by Mission Blue (Sylvia Earle Alliance). 

 

Flora and Vegetation: 

1st hand: Cape range national park floral diversity. Rock figs and hummock grasslands in the Mandu Mandu gorge area. Native vegetation with reduced grazing 

pressure in Giralia station – its seemed noticeably distinct from the surrounding grazed lands. 

2nd hand: West coast mangroves. Mangrove systems across the world are under very serious threat and decline but they sustain our fisheries and act as 

effective carbon sinks and maintain water quality. As habitat for scores of threatened, priority and other protected species. 

 

Terrestrial and Subterranean Fauna: 

1st hand: Dingoes, wedge-tailed eagles, osprey, perenties, emus. 

2nd hand: Endemic subterranean fauna of the Cape Karst System. Migratory and resident shorebirds, waterbirds and seabirds 

 

Marine life (where to start!): 

1st hand: Turtles, particularly breeding populations; I was fortunate enough to see turtle tracks in the sand near the Mildura Wreck. Many many humpbacks, 

particularly with calves; I dived several times and hearing incessant whale song is an invaluable, unforgettable experience. Watching humpbacks breaching for 

several hours from Vlamingh Lighthouse. Porcupine rays and octopus. Nud branchs. Sharks. Huge variety of healthy coral, something that is so inaccess ble to 

many around the world and in Australia. Huge variety of fish. The marine life around the Muiron islands. 

2nd hand: Too much to list here! 

 

Geological: 

1st hand: Ability to see the geological history so clearly with the terraces of limestone, calcrete and sandstone. Enables a layperson to understand the changes in 

climate, rainfall and sea levels over geological timeframes. 

 

Other: 

1st hand: Wilderness. Stargazing. 



Social / Environmental nexus 

The international significance and recognition of the Exmouth Gulf as an important ecological area – the pride associated with this. 

Personal well being. Immense natural beauty. Peace and tranquillity. Invaluable experiences and memories 

Education: The area has a huge educational value: people can easily learn about geological processes, chemistry, biology, earth sciences, geography, European

and aboriginal history – all within a relatively ‘pocket-sized area’. 

Inspiration to take action to conserve and protect nature 

Opportunity to come close to and experience natural spaces and biotic systems that are diverse and largely intact. 

Opportunity to see Australia’s native vegetation communities with reduced impact from stock and ferals.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

Tourism: diving, snorkelling, swimming, hiking, stargazing, sunset-watching, whale watching, driving, camping, enjoying the beach, visiting the National Park and

visitor centres.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Oil and gas operations so close to whale migration and protected marine areas. Its shocking and feels ridiculous given the world class wind and solar resources

available here.

Litter and waste: a lack of recycling and reprocessing facilities, despite community pressure and initiative to implement this.

Fishing: It felt l ke there was quite a high fishing pressure, despite each boat being fairly small, and there being limits on catch size etc, the pressure came from

the sheer number of people out fishing. I acknowledge that we were visiting during a particularly busy season (August 2020).

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

I plan to continue visiting for many years, and to encourage others to visit. I feel immense pride that we have the Exmouth Gulf available to us in WA. If the

environmental values aren’t preserved, I will be less inclined to do visit, encourage others to visit and this pride and drive to conserve the area will be diminished.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

The Subsea 7 proposal. Development of an expanded accommodation facility near the Vlamingh Lighthouse. An oil and gas pipeline manufacturing facility, a

deep-water port for the fossil fuel industry and an evaporative salt mining operation.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.




