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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Private Citizen

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

Exmouth Gulf, is a very unique and an extremely important and diverse marine environment that needs to be protected. There are many ecosystems found within

the gulf including Mangroves, seagrass meadows, seabeds and Coral reefs.

The amazing, mangrove forests protect coastal areas from erosion, storm surge and cyclones. They provide feeding grounds for many birds, fish, crustaceans

and mammals. They are much needed fish nurseries, for many coral reef residents and they improve water quality through their ability to filter pollution and store

carbon. (http://www.mesa.edu.au/mangroves/mangroves06.asp)

The extensive Seagrass Meadows in the gulf provide feeding grounds for threatened species such as Dugongs listed as vulnerable on the IUCN red list (IUCN

2020) and Turtles. These animal populations are declining worldwide and it is vital that we protect environments such as Exmouth Gulf where they are found in

higher numbers.

Seabeds within the gulf provide a natural method of absorbing Carbon which is essential for human survival.

Coral Reefs in and around the gulf are some of the most diverse ecosystems in the world, and they need more protection not less. The World Heritage Ningaloo

Reef and Exmouth Gulf are some of the few remaining healthy reef systems in the World, and in Australia. There is so much more value in them if they are kept

healthy and protected, than the short amount of profit that big business can make from industrialising Exmouth Gulf. The Coral Reefs in and around Exmouth Gulf

and Ningaloo Reef provide employment and Eco-tourism ventures for many of the local residents of Exmouth and Coral Bay. Tourism into the town through these

businesses offer an invaluable conservation tool through education about our amazing environment specifically the gulf and Ningaloo and the animals that are in

the area year-round.

Socially many people visit Exmouth Gulf, the Muiron Islands and Ningaloo Reef year-round, and partake in tours with local operators such as Whaleshark tours,

Humpback Whale tours, fishing, whale watching, diving, snorkelling, glass bottom boats tours and sunset tours.

Tourism (well managed eco-tourism) provides a very large portion of the local work and stimulates money into the local community. Both Exmouth Gulf and

Ningaloo reef need to be protected to ensure this can continue into the future.

All the long term and short-term Exmouth and Coral Bay Local’s use the Gulf as a meeting place year-round to enjoy the amazing surrounds while catching up

with friends. As do all the tourists into the area!

Culturally – the traditional owners of the Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Marine Park area include the Baiyungu and the Thalanyji people.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.: 

As a permanent resident of Exmouth, and a home owner, living in Exmouth provides year-round enjoyment in the area. I am at town beach (Exmouth Gulf) every



day, walking my dog and swimming with my children. We also very much enjoy, boating, stand up paddle boarding, snorkelling, diving, swimming, kayaking,

camping and fishing. 

 

Each year we observe Manta rays that congregate on the same tide cycle each month, some years they are in abundance others not so much. 

 

 

(Photo Credit:  Exmouth Gulf 2019) 

 

We absolutely love humpback whale watching each year and we are lucky to often see dolphins, dugongs, turtles, sea snakes, rays and sharks while out on the

boat too. I have also been very fortunate to see dolphins, dugongs, turtles, sharks and rays while Stand up paddle boarding in the gulf. This is not something you

can do/see anywhere in the world and sharing this experience with my children is worth so much more than money! 

 

Swimming with Whale Sharks and other marine animals on the Ningaloo Reef, as well as taking friends and family out to enjoy the amazing and pristine

environment in which we are very lucky to live. 

Socialising with friends, attending BBQ’s, family, adults and children’s birthday parties. 

Exploring rock pools on low tide. Taking photos of the amazing animals we are lucky to enjoy in the region. 

Needless to say we spend a lot of time enjoying Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Reef.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Natural pressures, for example cyclones, but most pressures are caused by people, including unsustainable fishing practices, pollution, sedimentation and

climate change.

The biggest pressure the gulf is currently facing is the oil and gas industry attempting to industrialise the region.

Habitat destruction or change through developments, dredging and human activities

(https://www.protectningaloo.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/PDFs/Marine%20Life%20of%20the%20Exmouth%20Gulf.pdf)

One of the biggest Threats to the Mangroves is coastal development.

(https://www.protectningaloo.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/PDFs/Mangroves%20in%20Exmouth%20Gulf.pdf)

Increased visitor numbers if not managed correctly. We are a very small town and only have limited resources. This year due to covid there was a huge increase

in the amount of people in the area for an extended amount of time and the illegal camping, excessive rubbish and pressure on fragile marine areas, including

dunes in and around the gulf and Ningaloo was very noticeable. There needs to be funding in place to ensure the region is placed under strong conservation

protection and also managed well.

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

All of them! If we do not protect our natural environment then we are all doomed! But seriously there are so few natural wonders left in the world, and Exmouth

Gulf is inextricably linked to Ningaloo Marine Park, if we start putting increased pressure on the Gulf, this pressure will flow through to Ningaloo Reef and before

long the entire reason that people live and visit Exmouth and the surrounding areas will be gone forever.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

Currently the proposals I am aware of include - Subsea 7 pipeline fabrication, The Gascoyne Gateway Deepwater port and K + S Salt proposal.

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

My husband and I have lived and worked in both Coral Bay and Exmouth for most of the past 12 years. We have chosen to make this our home, far away from

our families, not because we enjoy the challenges of living in a remote location, we have done this because it is an amazing place to raise our children in the

natural environment. Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Reef are some of the healthiest ecosystems left in the world and we need to protect them, not place more

pressure on them . These areas need to be protected for our children, and their children, so that they can be enjoyed by future generations for many years to

come!

It is time to move away from fossil fuels and move towards renewable energy. Industrialising Exmouth Gulf is supporting a dying industry, the oil and gas sector

will not be here forever, but the Gulf and Ningaloo Reef can be, if we protect it now.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.



 – Exmouth Gulf submission 
 

 1 

1. What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in 

and around Exmouth Gulf?  

Exmouth Gulf, is a very unique and an extremely important and diverse marine environment that 

needs to be protected. There are many ecosystems found within the gulf including Mangroves, 

seagrass meadows, seabeds and Coral reefs.  

The amazing, mangrove forests protect coastal areas from erosion, storm surge and cyclones. 

They provide feeding grounds for many birds, fish, crustaceans and mammals. They are much 

needed fish nurseries, for many coral reef residents and they improve water quality through their 

ability to filter pollution and store carbon. 

(http://www.mesa.edu.au/mangroves/mangroves06.asp) 

The extensive Seagrass Meadows in the gulf provide feeding grounds for threatened species 

such as Dugongs listed as vulnerable on the IUCN red list (IUCN 2020) and Turtles. These 

animal populations are declining worldwide and it is vital that we protect environments such as 

Exmouth Gulf where they are found in higher numbers.  

 

Seabeds within the gulf provide a natural method of absorbing Carbon which is essential for 

human survival.  

 

Coral Reefs in and around the gulf are some of the most diverse ecosystems in the world, and 

they need more protection not less.  The World Heritage Ningaloo Reef and Exmouth Gulf are 

some of the few remaining healthy reef systems in the World, and in Australia. There is so much 

more value in them if they are kept healthy and protected, than the short amount of profit that big 

business can make from industrialising Exmouth Gulf. The Coral Reefs in and around Exmouth 

Gulf and Ningaloo Reef provide employment and Eco-tourism ventures for many of the local 

residents of Exmouth and Coral Bay. Tourism into the town through these businesses offer an 

invaluable conservation tool through education about our amazing environment specifically the 

gulf and Ningaloo and the animals that are in the area year-round.    

 

Socially many people visit Exmouth Gulf, the Muiron Islands and Ningaloo Reef year-round, and 

partake in tours with local operators such as Whaleshark tours, Humpback Whale tours, fishing, 

whale watching, diving, snorkelling, glass bottom boats tours and sunset tours.  

Tourism (well managed eco-tourism) provides a very large portion of the local work and 

stimulates money into the local community. Both Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo reef need to be 

protected to ensure this can continue into the future.    
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All the long term and short-term Exmouth and Coral Bay Local’s use the Gulf as a meeting place 

year-round to enjoy the amazing surrounds while catching up with friends. As do all the tourists 

into the area!  

 

Culturally – the traditional owners of the Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Marine Park area include 

the Baiyungu and the Thalanyji people.  

 

2. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?  

As a permanent resident of Exmouth, and a home owner, living in Exmouth provides year-round 

enjoyment in the area.  I am at town beach (Exmouth Gulf) every day, walking my dog and 

swimming with my children. We also very much enjoy, boating, stand up paddle boarding, 

snorkelling, diving, swimming, kayaking, camping and fishing.  

 

Each year we observe Manta rays that congregate on the same tide cycle each month, some 

years they are in abundance others not so much. 

 

 

(Photo Credit:  Exmouth Gulf 2019) 
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We absolutely love humpback whale watching each year and we are lucky to often see dolphins, 

dugongs, turtles, sea snakes, rays and sharks while out on the boat too. I have also been very 

fortunate to see dolphins, dugongs, turtles, sharks and rays while Stand up paddle boarding in 

the gulf. This is not something you can do/see anywhere in the world and sharing this experience 

with my children is worth so much more than money! 

 

Swimming with Whale Sharks and other marine animals on the Ningaloo Reef, as well as taking 

friends and family out to enjoy the amazing and pristine environment in which we are very lucky 

to live.  

Socialising with friends, attending BBQ’s, family, adults and children’s birthday parties. 

Exploring rock pools on low tide. Taking photos of the amazing animals we are lucky to enjoy in 

the region. 

Needless to say we spend a lot of time enjoying Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Reef.  

 

3. What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?  

Natural pressures, for example cyclones, but most pressures are caused by people, including 

unsustainable fishing practices, pollution, sedimentation and climate change.  

The biggest pressure the gulf is currently facing is the oil and gas industry attempting to 

industrialise the region.  

Habitat destruction or change through developments, dredging and human activities 

(https://www.protectningaloo.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2017/PDFs/Marine%20Life%20of%20the%20Exmouth%20Gulf.pdf) 

One of the biggest Threats to the Mangroves is coastal development.  

(https://www.protectningaloo.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2017/PDFs/Mangroves%20in%20Exmouth%20Gulf.pdf)  

 

Increased visitor numbers if not managed correctly. We are a very small town and only have 

limited resources. This year due to covid there was a huge increase in the amount of people in 

the area for an extended amount of time and the illegal camping, excessive rubbish and pressure 

on fragile marine areas, including dunes in and around the gulf and Ningaloo was very 

noticeable. There needs to be funding in place to ensure the region is placed under strong 

conservation protection and also managed well.  
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4. What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or 

business? 

All of them! If we do not protect our natural environment then we are all doomed! But seriously 

there are so few natural wonders left in the world, and Exmouth Gulf is inextricably linked to 

Ningaloo Marine Park, if we start putting increased pressure on the Gulf, this pressure will flow 

through to Ningaloo Reef and before long the entire reason that people live and visit Exmouth 

and the surrounding areas will be gone forever.  

 

5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware 

of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf? 

 
Currently the proposals I am aware of include - Subsea 7 pipeline fabrication, The Gascoyne 
Gateway Deepwater port and K + S Salt proposal.  
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