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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

Yes, I am authorised to submit feedback on behalf of an organisation

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

APPEA

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Peak Industry Body

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

The oil and gas industry has been exploring and developing offshore petroleum reserves near to the Exmouth Gulf area for the last 20 years. During this time,

companies operating in the region, and using Exmouth as a local base have not only been part of the economic fabric supporting the Exmouth Gulf community

(with millions spent in the region each year on local goods and services), but have also ensured that this is done in a way that is sensitive to the environmental,

social and cultural values of the region, as well as harmoniously co-existing with industries that have been present in the region even longer, such as tourism,

fishing and agriculture.

All companies operating in the region contribute to the local social and environmental values through partnerships focused on marine scientific research, support

programs for local businesses such as providing resources to the Exmouth Chamber of Commerce & Industry, and partnerships in cultural activities such as the

Exmouth Cultural Arts Centre and the Ningaloo Whaleshark Program.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

The oil and gas industry has been exploring and developing petroleum reserves off the northwest coast of Western Australia, encompassing the Exmouth Gulf

area, for more than 60 years. The activities most closely located to the Exmouth Gulf area have been more recent however, with several oil fields developed via

Floating Production Storage Offtake (FPSO) facilities in the last 20 years. Currently three FPSOs are operating in the Exmouth Gulf Area - BHP's 'Pyrenees'

FPSO (45km north of Exmouth); Santos' 'Ningaloo Vision' FPSO (60km north of Exmouth); and, Woodside's 'Ngujima-Yin' FPSO (50km northwest of Exmouth).

Aside from the producing FPSOs, there is also periodic subsea maintenance works and some exploration drilling in the area.

The level of oil and gas activities in the area has reduced during the last 20 years however, as previously there were three other FPSOs were also operating.

They include Woodside’s ‘Nganhurra’ FPSO, and BHP’s ‘Stybarrow’ and ‘Griffin’ FPSOs. All three FPSOs have ceased production and been removed from the

area.

To service the offshore FPSO facilities, companies require a number of support services. Aviation support involves flying workers to/from the FPSOs by

helicopter, with all companies using Learmonth airport. Across the three FPSOs this is a movement of approximately 64 people in total flying to and from the

facilities each week.

FPSO facilities also require marine vessel support to carry supply goods and equipment to and from the facility, as well as the marine pilots required for safely

connecting the oil tankers that periodically arrive at the FPSOs to load oil product at sea. In terms of activities from Exmouth Marina, companies advise that only

small support vessels are able to use Exmouth because the boat harbour is not sufficiently deep enough for the larger offshore support vessels (OSVs). This

means that only the smaller support vessels carrying marine pilots to and from the FPSOs for offtake operations regularly use Exmouth Marina. Most FPSOs

typically have an offtake operation every 10 days, so this means there is a support vessel transporting marine pilots out, staying near the FPSO for approximately

two days, before returning to the marina, every 10 days. As Exmouth Marina is too small for the larger OSVs required to do the bu k of offshore support services

for the FPSO, these OSVs use other ports in the region such as Karratha or Dampier. When traversing the Exmouth Gulf from Exmouth Marine to the FPSOs,

companies follow vessel management plans for their activities in the Gulf to reduce potential for impact on the local environment.



3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.:

Any human activity, whether it is a township or industries such as tourism, fishing, agriculture, and oil and gas, has the potential to impact the environment. From

an oil and gas perspective, companies in the area have gone to great lengths to ensure the environment is protected, and environmental risks are appropriately

managed and monitored. Before production at an offshore oil and gas facility can commence, companies need to complete an extensive environmental

management plan. This plan requires review and approval of the independent, expert regulator, the National Offshore Petroleum Safety & Environmental

Management Authority (NOPSEMA), and only activities that can be conducted in harmony with the environment and in collaboration with other industries and the

local community are approved. In addition, activities nearshore or onshore in the region would be subject to state environmental approvals, including potentially

review and approval by WA’s Environmental Protection Authority, and also potentially review and approval by Commonwealth agencies under the Environment

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act.

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

Another potential oil and gas related activity in the Exmouth Gulf area in coming years is Subsea 7’s Learmonth Pipeline Fabrication Facility. This has the

potential for a number of significant economic and employment benefits for the region (with an initial capital investment of $50-75 million and then ongoing

operational expenditure each year, plus the creation of up to 120 jobs at peak times) and is supported by the Shire of Exmouth, the Exmouth Chamber of

Commerce & Industry, and the Gascoyne Development Commission as well as receiving lead agency status from the WA Government. Not only will it provide a

new “home grown” industry for Western Australia and the wider region, but compared to traditional pipeline execution methods it will reduce the environmental

footprint of future subsea pipeline developments as it can reduce the number of vessels and movements required. Subsea 7 has also committed not to undertake

any pipeline bundle launch or tow operations during the whale migration season (July to October).

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

As agreed via email with the EPA on 9 November 2020, APPEA will submit more information related to this submission via email no later than 20 November

2020.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.



From:
To:
Cc: ; Exmouth Gulf
Subject: RE: EPA Exmouth Gulf Community Consultation
Date: Friday, 20 November 2020 4:29:16 PM
Attachments:

Hi 
 
Following review of what I submitted last week by APPEA member companies, they only wanted to make a few
additional points:
 

In Question 1, they wanted to add that all three operating companies in the area sponsor the Exmouth
GAMEX fishing competition, and to also mention the King Reef project that is a collaboration between BHP,
National Energy Resources Australia (NERA), Recfishwest, Subcon, and the WA State Government. King Reef,
located about a ten-minute dinghy ride from the short in Exmouth, is the largest purpose-built reef in the
Southern Hemisphere. Six large steel structures, once used in offshore operations by BHP, along with 49
concrete modules, were deployed in August 2018 across two acres of barren seafloor (degraded by previous
activity in the area not linked to oil and gas). The steelwork underwent a lot of work to make it a suitable
marine habitat and attractive to fish. Since it has been in place, over 50 different fish species have been
reported around the reef, attracting more recreational fishing trips, and therefore bringing extra business to
the local Exmouth economy.
In Question 2, regarding the decommissioning of the three FPSOs that were previously in production in the
area, companies commented that some remaining closure activities of these fields may necessitate
intermittent service vessel movements through the Gulf area in future. In addition, with reference to the
vessel management plans in the last paragraph of our comment, we would like to add that in recognition
that the Exmouth Gulf is a sanctuary/feeding ground for migratory whales, more stringent controls are in
place during cetacean migration season to reduce the potential for interaction between the vessels and the
animals to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP).

 
If you would like me to insert these comments in to the submission I have already provided so you have it all in one
document, please just let me know.
 
All the best for your work on the cumulative impact study, and please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you require
further information in relation to oil and gas activities.
 
Kind regards,
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