
Response ID ANON-P8JT-DE34-P

Submitted to EPA Strategic Advice for the Exmouth Gulf - Consultation

Submitted on 2020-11-10 22:39:44

Introduction

1  What is your name?

Surname:

Given name:

2  What is your email address?

Email:

3  Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

No, these are my personal views

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.:

4  Which of the following best describes the group or person you represent?

Private Citizen

If other, please specify.:

Comments

1  What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on what information should be required here.:

Having resided in Exmouth for over 19 years I have been very privileged to live and be part of a pristine environment that hasn’t been overly exploited. Exmouth

Gulf (The Gulf as us locals refer to it as) has always provided great opportunities, whether it be watching the megafauna that visits the waters of Exmouth Gulf or

exploring the mangrove systems around Bay of Rest, Giralia and Qualing Pool. I have always felt a strong connection to the gulf and its biodiversity. The beaches

of the gulf have also provided myself and lots of close friends a place where we can meet on a beach, to spend time together, whether it be swim, watch a sunset,

have a fish, share a fire or a combination of above. The Gulf has many significant values that incorporate the environment whilst socially and culturally brings

locals together.

2  What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments on how emissions should be considered here.:

My time spent here has varied from a  A lot of this work involved the

Gulf including scuba-diving. Not only was this my line of work for many years I also have done a lot of recreational scuba (and snorkelling) and I have spent a lot

of time underwater exploring the Gulf. I also have spent many hours observing humpback whales as they bring their young into the gulf to nurture to make them

ready for their return to Antartica. The amount of humpback whales is astonishing. I have also had the privilege to observe a pygmy blue whale make its way all

the way down to Mowborra Creek, on 2 occasions. This is just one of the many stories that are told of what can be seen within this unique, biodiverse wilderness

environment with many species residing within such as dolphins, turtles, manta rays, dugongs, sea snakes, to name a few.

3  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Please provide your comments here.: 

In the last 19 years I have seen an increase in tourism and with this comes more boating and more fishing and it’s clear that something has to be done about the 

amount of fish stock that is been taken. A new thought-out plan for fisheries is crucial to protect what fish stocks are left and rethink of exiting fishing take rules, to 

be able to plan for increasing tourism numbers and therefore reduce pressure on the already depleting fish stocks. The current blanket rules for Western Australia 

need to be adjusted to each localised area to suit the amount of fishing that occurs now and will be increasing as population and visitor numbers increase. 

 

There has also been an increase of large ships using the Gulf in the last 19 years. There are more and more oil/gas service ships that use the Gulf for anchorage, 

or marina for services and I am concerned that any industrialisation that encourages more shipping, therefore many more ships, can be very detrimental for such 

a sensitive, unique environment. 

 

There is a growing issue with dune degradation around Exmouth Gulf as the population both in locals and visitors increases. Local Government and State 

Environmental agencies need to come together to protect the sensitive dune systems that surround the shores of the Gulf. Motorb kes and vehicles need to be 

managed in a far better way.



 

It is very well known that the Gulf is what supports Ningaloo Reef. Any environmental pressures will not only effect the Gulf but will also knock on the affect the

reef as well.

4  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or business?

Label:

My business in town supports other businesses  

Any impacts of the Gulf and therefore the surrounding Ningaloo Reef will affect these businesses that rely on tourism and therefore my business will become

affected. It’s clear that Exmouth can survive solely on tourism and anything that threatens this threatens to livelihood of many that reside here in. Exmouth.

5  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?

Label:

I am aware of 2 major proposed developments earmarked for the Gulf. Subsea7 and Gascoyne Gateway Ltd (GGL), separately intend to bring industrialisation to

the Gulf. One in the form a pipeline manufacturing and the other to develop a very long jetty with a port for large ships.

Subsea7’s plans leave most locals scratching their heads as to why here? This facility could be anywhere along WA’s coastline and the rumour is that these gas

pipes will not be required for that many more years and that Subsea7 actually have no real contracts. This proposal is ludicrous and simply a no brainer to say no

to.

I can’t help but be confused to how GGL think they can create a jetty long enough accept shipping requiring at least 12 meters for draught. This jetty would have

to be over 1 kilometre long. This seems ludicrous and surely cannot be feasible? There would have to be serious dredging of seagrass beds and coral habitats

initially but also ongoing dredging to maintain that depth. With this comes increased sediment with movement, which can smother other habitats including

surrounding coral areas and fish/other species habitats. What will happen to the water movement around this so called one kilometre long jetty? What will happen

to sand and the sand dunes each side of this facility? It is very clear to all of us here that when the Exmouth Marina was built they hadn’t considered the sand and

now we have a forever shifting sand issue that requires the Shire to excavate sand from one beach to put to another. This same issue happened at the Coral Bay

Boat launch facility.

The proposed ships coming in can easily bring introduced and invasive species, how will this be controlled? Is the overall risk really worth it?

6  Is there any other information you would like to provide?

Please provide your comments here.:

I realise that the science of the Gulf is inadequate and really needs more researched completed. I believe there is so much more to discover. I also feel that as

human population increases so does the pressure we apply to the environment and I truly believe that we need to give a blanket protection approach to any areas

that haven’t be impacted by human pressures. We just need to leave some places alone, especially places l ke Exmouth Gulf and Ningaloo Reef. It is very hard to

undo these impacts but it is very easy to apply protection before anything does happen.

I honestly hope that the all governing bodies come together and make the final necessary decision to fully protect this pristine, diverse, fragile environment and

put an end to the thought of industrialising the Exmouth Gulf.

7  If you have any documents to include with your submission, please upload here.

Upload document here.:

No file was uploaded

Upload additional document here.:

No file was uploaded

8  Information provided.

I Agree that my submission response does not contain confidential information, and that the submission may be published in full.




