
         

          

         

         

TO: EPA-WA 

RE: Ningaloo Gulf Industrialisation 

 

Dear EPA,  

I am submitting my viewpoints regarding the proposals facing Exmouth Gulf (and general surrounds). 

This area is too valuable as a marine and land resource to face more industry than what is currently 

there. Furthermore the region provides experiences and education not found in other parts of the 

world. The protection and full robust evaluation for future generations increases daily. I do speak from 

experience, having been a resident of Exmouth from , and we continue to visit nearly every 

year.  I also worked in the national park, providing education and assistance to visitors, over 5yrs 

involved with turtle monitoring and tagging,  

and we spent every non-working moment enjoying all that the area had to offer.  

 

Please note my responses to the queries currently under consideration. 

 

1. What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in and 

around Exmouth Gulf? From my perspective, the values of the Exmouth Gulf are primarily 

environmental. The nursery habitat for whales, dugongs, migrating birds and a whole host of other 

species is too important to not have full environmental protection in place. There are numerous 

papers written about marine and a land ecosystem, so I will assume the EPA is fully conversant with 

such papers.  It has been noted that various industries impact and shift the natural balance into a 

negative “zone”.  Currently both marine and land species have had to contend with recreational & 

commercial fishing, diving, and general recreational use. To add a deep port, subsea pipelines, 

fracking and other industry would tip this important area towards non-recovery. With so much of the 

world experiencing major marine and land desecration, a wise government would recommend robust 

assessments that would indicate certain areas are off limits for the planned proposals. 



The social aspects are important too. From locals to holiday makers to scientist to wildlife 

photographers to tourist operators, the area is an “outlet” for each person to enjoy. And for tourist 

operators, it is their business/job to share with others. The enjoyment of a days’ fishing or birding or 

crabbing or snorkelling is part of the reason why they live/work/visit the region. To diminish this would 

adversely affect livelihoods, amenity and the reason why Exmouth has become such a mecca to 

people from all over the world. 

The value of this region is in its natural beauty, marine diversity and overall health, and in tourism. 

This value would be jeopardised by allowing the industries currently proposed. 

2. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf? 

I have spent a good number of years, swimming, fishing and snorkelling in the gulf. My husband is 

now becoming involved with photography when he visits. He has recently returned from Exmouth and 

noted the lack of certain crab species in the Gulf that we used to see in the early 1990’s. 

3. What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf? 

Exmouth itself has grown alot since we moved from there in .  That has brought its own issues. 

The region is fragile ecosystem, arid, and the people pressure alone is having an impact on wildlife. 

For example, on a visit post Cyclone Vance, and with the sealing and upgrading of the road to Yardie 

creek, the animal death toll from drivers was confronting. As I don’t live and work in the area any 

more, I cannot say for certainly what the environmental pressures for the Gulf are. I will say, however, 

that the industries currently under consideration are unsuitable to co-exist in the Gulf, due to the 

behaviour and health of the marine species and the potential high risk to them.  The environmental 

pressure from increasing sea temperatures was already evident in , when we observed a 

significant amount of coral bleaching on the Gulf side due to higher sea temperatures. 

While not necessarily environmental pressures, but of consideration that should be fully considered is 

the ability of the Exmouth Shire and WA government to provide support services for any of the 

proposed industries. This includes but not limited to: health and evacuation services, education, 

housing, reliable freight and adequate fuel levels.  What plans would be in place to ensure any and all 

of the above? 

4. What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or 

business?  Non to date, but the ability to spend time without people is diminishing. 



5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware of, 

which will impact the Exmouth  I am unaware of any other proposals, but do try to keep up to date 

with the region via the media, shire minutes and friends that still live & work  in Exmouth. I am 

concerned with the large hotel that Andrew Forrest wishes to build out near the lighthouse. The 

constant media blast about “good for jobs” is not the only consideration. Again the fragile region, its 

wildlife and marine life –which is the lifeblood for the region- requires a more balanced and 

considered evaluation.  When I worked at the Cape Range Visitor Centre, the overwhelming 

comments were about how much people loved to re-connect with nature, the area was unlike 

anywhere else, and so many other comments indicating that people loved the ability to spend time in 

areas without industry and alot of development. 

If Exmouth continues to develop as a scientific research area, then it stands to reason that industrial 

developments may adversely impact any scientific projects. For example, lights from ships, ports, 

industry will affect any space projects. 

 

I do have one query-and that pertains to the deep port.  Why can’t the existing pier at Bundegi be 

considered?  Large vessels came to that pier for many years while it was a US Naval Base.  Unless 

things have changed, the entire facility was turned over the Australian government around 1992. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my viewpoints regarding this much loved region. 

Regards 
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