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Dear Minister Dawson,

As a past Exmouth resident and regular visitor to this amazing natural area I am appalled to
find that yet another development that will compromise the fragile Ningaloo ecosystem is
before the EPA.

I am very concerned about the latest development proposal for Exmouth Gulf. I have
contributed to campaigns to protect this area dating back to the "Save Ningaloo" campaign
nearly 20 years ago. The tireless work of successive and progressive campaign teams has
seen development proposal after proposal stalled. We need you as our current Minister for the
Environment to act for the environment and very thoroughly consider every possible
environmental impact . 

1. What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify

with in and around Exmouth Gulf?  Where the desert meets the sea; there is so much we

have yet to learn about the connections between the land and the ocean environments; areas

of rugged terrain and diversity of animals from Rock Wallabies to amazing reptiles, birds and

stygofauna;  the Ningaloo reef with its seasons of amazing animals -turtles, whale

sharks,manta rays, whales and all associated ocean ecosystems; everytime  I am in the

ocean (like thousands of others) I feel absolute amazement and yet there is anxiety over the

decline I have witnessed over decades of visits;  The indigenous, pastoral and military history.

The social fabric of the town is woven into and of the amazing natural environment.

2. What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf? Past resident,

educating young people in and about the area (all mentioned in 1); diving, snorkelling,

conservation monitoring; hiking; holidaying.

3. What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

Business proposals that are short term. Difficulty in balancing human development and

the natural environment. The environment is forever development is not. "If we can't do

it forever it isn't sustainable" David Attenborough.

4. What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or

business? The Gascoyne Gateway project is unsustainable for WA, Australia and the

world. Mankind  needs to move AWAY from oil and gas and massive cruise ships. This project

has the potential to completely disrupt the reef/gulf ecosystem with a project that is about how

we used to operate. A forward thinking EPA will see how short term the need for a deep port

is and realise that the disruption to the precious natural values is not worth the risk - is

unsustainable and does not meet the UN Global Goals (SDGs).

5. Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are

aware of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf? I follow 'Protect Ningaloo' and trust that they

will make public any new development proposals.



Sincerely concerned,




