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    What are the values (environmental, social and cultural) you associate or identify with in

and around Exmouth Gulf?

       I believe the Exmouth Gulf is a significant environmental area for many species of marine animals. A

nursery for the Ningaloo reef. A diverse area on land and in water. I value the environment of the gulf

and the Ningaloo coast over anything else. Mangroves, sea grass beds, humpback whale nursery, manta

ray feeding grounds, turtle feeding grounds,

    Socially our family plays on the waters and beaches of the Exmouth Gulf with our friends and family

throughout the year.  It is a significant part of our lives and we value keeping the environment in tact

the way nature intended for generations to come.

    I understand the significant cultural heritage of the area.  

     

    What activities do you engage with in and around Exmouth Gulf?

    We go fishing, spearfishing, snorkelling with cuttlefish, anemone fish, the most beautiful wobbegong

shark that you have ever encountered lives under a ledge right where the GGL port would be. We go

 scuba diving, catching squid, whale watching, we have swam with dugongs with their babies at the

beach right at the proposed location of the GGL deep water port. We have swam

and kayaked with manta rays off the rocks near Qualing Pool. Our son flies micro lights 

 their take off is one of the most spectacular things you will ever see and

it is at that exact place GGL propose to build the port. We have been visited by a passing brolga and a

black swan came and visited us for a few years in a row to hang out in the waters of Qualing pool a few

years ago. There is a nest of Wedge Tailed Eagles and their babies who we have watched from

fledglings in the dunes just behind the beach again where the port is proposed to be.  We are visited

daily by a bower bird of which we believe we have found the bower and the nest. We have watched the

eggs in the nest being looked after and then finally the tiny birds hatching and then learning to fly.

    Actually the beach is not called Barbeque Beach –

 the local dog that goes fishing for mullet in the net with her

neighbours and has even been seen to swim over a kilometre with a group of dolphins who included

her in their pack for an hour or so. (not sure if this is environmentally appropriate but it was pretty



amazing).

    We go hiking in and around the Exmouth Gulf. I have a group of friends who often hike the bush trails or

go off the beaten track and explore the wildness of this land.

.  My children have learnt many skills on the waters of the gulf. Boating, 4WDriving, skurfing (skiing with a

surfboard), kayaking, scuba diving, swimming, snorkelling, wakeboarding and many more. We spend

most weekends if the weather is good at the beach in the gulf or at the islands. We have found the

cutest little anemone fish in the shallows closer to Mowbowra Creek. We have spent hours watching a

curious cuttlefish entertain our kids in the shallows out the front of Qualing pool. So many amazing

memories.

.   

.  What environmental pressures do you observe in and around Exmouth Gulf?

.   Tourism has a small effect on the gulf, during the last season where Western Australians  have visited in

larger numbers due to COVID the bush around where we live has been damaged more than I have ever

known. Lots of 4WDrive vehicles making new tracks all over the dunes and bush. Free campers leaving

litter in the bush and along the dunes. More boats on the water and more jetski’s scaring away the

animals.

.    

.   My biggest concern is industrialisation of the gulf. I worry about the humpback whales and the

dugongs. We have lived in Exmouth for over  and we have never seen so many dugongs. A

close friend was involved in dugong surveys around Onslow when their port was dredged. She was

amazed at how many dugongs up and left the area and the resulting muddy waters. This worries me.

.    

.   The whales are surely affected by shipping.

.    

.   The turtles affected by lights.

.    

Shipping brings added concerns and pressures on the marine environment with the ballast waters from

other areas. Have you heard what happened in Darwin?

.    

.  What environmental pressures in and around Exmouth Gulf affect you/your sector or

business?

.  Industrialisation will affect my family and our quality of life. We love nature and being outdoors and

adventures. We would actually pack up and move if the Exmouth Gulf became industrial. Our family and

friends lives will be impacted, they would no longer visit the area. We chose the quiet life close to

nature. Any industrialisation of the gulf will ruin this. If Exmouth locals want to grow industry they

would have chosen Karratha or Port Hedland surely?

.  Are there other activities that are proposed (or likely to be proposed) that you are aware



of, which will impact the Exmouth Gulf?
Salt, GGL. Subsea 7.
 
 




